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Justices reject bid to reverse election

Brief order in Texas suit
deals fatal legal blow to
Trump’s last-ditch gambit

BY ROBERT BARNES

The Supreme Court on Friday
dismissed along-shot bid by Presi-
dent Trump and the state of Texas
to overturn the results in four
states won by Democrat Joe
Biden, blocking the president’s le-
gal path to reverse his reelection
loss.

The court’s unsigned order was
short, and it denied Texas’s re-
quest to sue Georgia, Michigan,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin over
how they conducted their elec-
tions. Texas has not shownithasa
legal interest “in the manner in
which another state conducts its
elections,” the order said. It dis-
missed all pending motions about
the case.

Justices Samuel A. Alito Jr. and
Clarence Thomas said they did not
think the court had the authority
to simply reject a state’s filing, a
position they have taken in past
cases. But they said they would not
have granted Texas the remedy it

sought, which was to disallow the
electors from those four states.
Legal experts from the begin-
ning had derided Texas’s unprec-
edented action as implausible,
and the court’s rejection was fast
and emphatic — the order came
just hours after briefing was com-
pleted. The justices seemed to
have bypassed a lengthy explana-
tion in favor of a unified outcome.
Taking into account an earlier
request from Republicans in
Pennsylvania, it means that in two
cases to reach the court — where
conservatives hold a 6-to-3 major-
ity — no justice has expressed
support for the drastic idea of

throwing out election results.
Trump, who has appointed
three of the court’s nine members,
has long viewed the Supreme
Court as something of an ace in
the hole, and on Friday, he called
for the justices to display “cour-
age” and rescue him in post-elec-
tion litigation.
SEE COURT ON A7

Powell’s ‘expert’ unmasked
Key figure in fraud claims didn’t
work in military intelligence. A6

Regional backing
Four House Republicans from Va.
and Md. supported the lawsuit. B1

A moment to mourn

ERANGA JAYAWARDENA/ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Sri Lankan family grieves as cemetery workers in Colombo carry the body of a loved one who died of covid-19 to
cremation. Sri Lanka has had more than 31,000 cases of the virus and about 150 deaths. In the United States, the
nation set a record for covid-19 deaths Thursday for the second day in a row, with Friday’s count only a bit lower.

FDA approves
Pfizer vaccine,

first in U.S.

2.9 MILLION DOSES READY FOR COMING WEEK

Historic feat gives rare moment of hope as virus rages

BY LAURIE MCGINLEY
AND CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration on Friday gave emergency
use authorization to the nation’s
first coronavirus vaccine, launch-
ing what scientists hope will be a
critical counteroffensive against a
pathogen that has Kkilled more
than 290,000 Americans, shred-
ded the nation’s social and politi-
cal fabric and devastated the
economy.

The historic authorization of
the vaccine from Pfizer and Bio-
NTech for people age 16 and older,
just 336 days after the genetic
blueprint of a novel coronavirus
was shared online by Chinese sci-
entists, sets in motion a highly
choreographed and complex dis-

tribution process aimed at speed-
ing vaccines throughout the Unit-
ed States to curb the pandemic.
The FDA action came after
White House Chief of Staff Mark
Meadows on Friday told FDA
commissioner Stephen Hahn to
be prepared to submit his resigna-
tion if the agency did not clear the
vaccine by day’s end, according to
people familiar with the situation
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity because they were not
authorized to discuss what hap-
pened.
Meadows’s threat followed
months of efforts by FDA scien-
SEE VACCINE ON Al4

Biden’s tall order
Vaccine politics, skewed by Trump,
complicate unified response. A15

Next on

agenda: Making

the case for inoculation

BY FRANCES STEAD SELLERS

In Philadelphia, public health
officials think block captains may
be more effective than football
stars in persuading people to get
coronavirus vaccines.

Researchers in the Navajo Na-
tion anticipate that directives
about the shots will have to be
reworded to resonate with Native
people.

And in Atlanta, where a feder-
ally funded project has been
working with community leaders
to increase minority participa-
tion in clinical trials, physicians
have a lesson to learn in how to
talk to patients about vaccines.

Memo to docs? More empathy.
Less authority.

These messaging strategies are
aimed at winning over vaccine
fence-sitters in much the way po-
litical campaigns target would-be
voters. But in the life-or-death
battle against the coronavirus, as
many as 70 percent of Americans
must roll up their sleeves in the
coming months to achieve herd
immunity and stop the virus’s
spread. And, unlike in well-oiled
political machines, public health
officials say they are having to
quickly rethink communications
strategies that have long been
hampered by a lack of funding. At

SEE MESSAGING ON A16

Defense bill passes with
veto-proof majorities

Senate vote sets up fight
with president, who has
vowed to block measure

BY KAROUN DEMIRJIAN

The Senate passed a $741 bil-
lion defense authorization bill
Friday with a veto-proof majori-
ty, defying President Trump’s re-
peated threats to scuttle legisla-
tion that covers funding for most
aspects of the military, from
overseas operations to pay raises
for troops.

The 84-t0-13 vote, and a simi-
larly lopsided result in the House
earlier this week, leaves the pres-
ident with a pivotal dilemma in
the final weeks of his administra-
tion: accept defeat now and sign,
or go down fighting in a veto
battle with Congress that he is
certain to lose.

Trump will be contemplating

his decision as he and his most
loyal supporters enter the final
stage of their effort to reverse the
outcome of the presidential elec-
tion, which electors are expected
to certify Monday and Congress
must formalize early next
month. How the president han-
dles the defense bill may influ-
ence how Republicans respond
to his continued railing against
the election results.

Trump has been offering shift-
ing veto threats against the de-
fense bill for months, first prom-
ising to reject it over a dispute
about renaming military bases
that commemorate Confederate
leaders, and later over unrelated
liability protections for technol-
0gy companies.

Republican lawmakers and
lobbyists have been working for
months to get Trump to back

SEE DEFENSE ON A8

Ownership disclosure
Congress bans anonymous shell
companies in spending bill. A8

Hong Kong publisher charged under harsh new law

Jimmy Lai, backer of pro-democracy drive, could face life term for alleged ‘collusion’ with foreign country

BY THEODORA YU,
SHIBANI MAHTANI
AND EvAa Dou

HONG KONG — Jimmy Lai, a
media tycoon and longtime back-
er of Hong Kong’s struggle for
democracy, could face life in pris-
on after he was charged Friday
with “collusion with a foreign
country” under Beijing’s new na-
tional security law.

Also this week in Beijing, au-
thorities leveled another appar-
ent blow against Western media
outlets with the detention of a
Bloomberg News employee held
on suspicion of endangering na-
tional security.

And earlier this year, Beijing
effectively expelled American
journalists from The Washington
Post, New York Times and Wall
Street Journal in retaliation for
the Trump administration’s new
restrictions on Chinese state me-
dia.

Lai, who was arrested by inves-
tigators in August, is the fourth
and highest-profile person to be

KIN CHEUNG/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jimmy Lai, seen Dec. 3 after a hearing, was charged under China’s
national security law, which seeks to end dissent in Hong Kong.

charged under the security law,
which seeks to eradicate dissent
in Hong Kong by curtailing con-
stitutional rights, including free
speech. He has been in detention
for a week for allegedly flouting

terms of his office lease, and
turned 72 in jail on Tuesday.

The billionaire, who founded
the Apple Daily newspaper in
support of Hong Kong’s democra-
cy movement, has become a

prime target of the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s efforts to silence
its critics, some of whom fled
abroad as its crackdown on Hong
Kong intensified this year. Lai
was previously arrested in Febru-
ary, then in April and again in
August, the last occasion under
the security law that took effect in
late June.

The case against Lai height-
ened an environment of fear in
the former British colony, whose
increasingly tight control by Chi-
na has become a point of conten-
tion in Beijing’s disputes with the
West.

“As a well-known public figure
in Hong Kong, Lai’s arrest sends a
shock to many Hong Kongers,”
said Ma Ngok, a political scientist
at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong. “Under present tensions
between the U.S. and China, Lai’s
arrest will also become an inter-
national case.”

In August, police officers from
a newly established national se-
curity unit of the Hong Kong

SEE LAI ON A13
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‘ IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Some reports that you may have missed. Read more at washingtonpost.com.

Morocco, Israel agree
to establish relations

Morocco and Israel agreed to
establish diplomatic relations in
a deal brokered by the United
States, making it the fourth
Arab-majority country recently
to make th move. The agreement
was reached after the United
States accepted Morocco’s
demand to recognize its
sovereignty over the disputed
Western Sahara region.

washingtonpost.com/world

Mount Everest has
grown a bit taller

The world’s highest peak just
became a bit higher. Nepal and
China announced a new official
measurement of Mount Everest’s
height: 8,848.86 meters, or
29,031.69 feet. That’s about three
feet higher than the measure
dating back to the early 1950s.

washingtonpost.com/world

VMI removes statue of
Stonewall Jackson

The Virginia Military Institute
on Monday removed its century-
old bronze statue of Confederate
Gen. Stonewall Jackson. The
school said the statue will be
relocated to the Virginia
Museum of the Civil War at New
Market Battlefield State
Historical Park. The statue has
been the spiritual centerpiece of
the 181-year-old school, where
Jackson taught physics.

washingtonpost.com/local

Olympic officials to let
athletes protest

Facing criticism from athletes
and growing calls for change, the
U.S. Olympic and Paralympic
Committee announced Thursday
that it will not punish American
athletes who stage peaceful
protests at the Olympics.

washingtonpost.com/sports
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‘ CORRECTIONS ‘

e A Dec. 11 Weekend review of
the movie “Songbird” misstated
the timing of a stop-work order
issued against the production by
the actors union SAG-AFTRA.
The order was issued, and then
quickly rescinded, before
shooting began, not after.

e A Nov. 27 Page One article
about efforts by the Swinomish
tribe to fight climate change
incorrectly said that the Skagit
River in northwest Washington
state is the last waterway in the
United States that’s home to all
five species of Pacific salmon. It
is the last in the contiguous
United States.

The Washington Post is committed to
correcting errors that appear in the
newspaper. Those interested in
contacting the paper for that purpose
can:

Email: corrections@washpost.com.
Call: 202-334-6000, and ask to be
connected to the desk involved —
National, Foreign, Metro, Style, Sports,
Business or any of the weekly sections.
Comments can be directed to The
Post’s reader advocate, who can be
reached at 202-334-7582 or
readers@washpost.com.

Upcoming Washington
Post Live events

All programs will be streamed
live at washingtonpostlive.com, on
Facebook Live, YouTube, and
Twitter. Email
postlive@washpost.com to submit
questions for our upcoming
speakers.

Monday, Dec. 14 |9:00 a.m. ET

A Conversation with Benjamin L.
Ginsberg

Benjamin L. Ginsberg, Republican
Election Lawyer

Hosted by Robert Costa
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Trump signs stopgap bill to avert a shutdown

Action on one-week
spending measure does
not include virus relief

BY MIKE DEBONIS,
JEFF STEIN
AND SEUNG MIN Kim

President Trump signed a
spending bill into law late Friday
that authorizes government pro-
grams for another week, giving
the White House and Congress a
short window to try to resolve
numerous budget disagreements.
The Senate had passed the meas-
ure earlier in the day.

The bill passed the House of
Representatives earlier in the
week.

While lawmakers dodged a cri-
sis by passing a bill just hours
before their deadline, there were
already signs that reaching an
agreement next week could be
more complicated. Sens. Bernie
Sanders (I-Vt.) and Josh Hawley
(R-Mo.) warned their colleagues
that they would not allow “unani-
mous consent” on another spend-
ing bill unless lawmakers voted on
a separate measure to approve
stimulus checks for Americans as
the economy continues to weaken.

“I will not be prepared to with-
draw an objection next week,’
Sanders said. “We will deal with
the financial crisis facing tens of
millions of Americans.”

Congress has for months
known about the looming expira-
tion of government funding, but
lawmakers sought to use the dead-
line to force action on a long-
stalled emergency economic relief
package. With the stimulus talks
now bogging down, congressional
leaders have scrambled to ap-
prove a one-week “continuing res-
olution” to buy more time to ham-
mer out the elusive deal.

Complicating matters, lawmak-
ers still have not reached an agree-
ment on how to fund the federal
agencies beyond the stopgap bill.
They are expected to use the one-
week extension to try to resolve
their differences over that as well.
Among other things, they remain
divided over funding for home-
land security projects.

Several potential threats to the
one-week funding bill appeared to
dissipate Friday. Sen. Rand Paul
(R-Ky.) dropped his suggestion
that he would hold up quick pas-
sage of the spending bill because
of an unrelated dispute over the
annual defense policy bill. Paul
had objected to language in the

JOSHUA ROBERTS/REUTERS

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), center, joined Sen. Josh Hawley (R-
Mo.), not pictured, in warning colleagues that they would not
approve a similar measure next week unless lawmakers voted on a
separate measure to approve virus stimulus checks.

defense legislation limiting the
president’s ability to draw down
troops from abroad. On Friday, he
told reporters: “I think it’s a pretty
important principle to discuss, so
we did hold things up for a day on
that, but we’re not going to on the
[spending bill].”

Other Republican senators had
suggested they might threaten the
one-week continuing resolution
until they get a vote on their legis-
lation to end government shut-
downs. That issue appeared likely
to get resolved, according to con-
gressional aides involved in nego-
tiations.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell (R-Ky.) has said he
would quickly pass the one-week
government spending bill. Under
Senate rules, any senator can
block “unanimous consent” to
rapidly approve new legislation,
making it easy for any one senator
to scramble the timing of a vote.
This would allow an intransigent
senator to push final passage of
the one-week bill into the week-
end.

Sen. John Thune (S.D.), the sec-
ond-ranking Senate Republican,
told reporters Friday that leader-
ship was still negotiating with var-
ious lawmakers and that the tim-
ing of a vote on the stopgap meas-
ure remained unclear. Thune sug-
gested the Senate might agree to
allow votes on the various matters
pushed by Sanders, Paul and the

other lawmakers, or decide to al-
low votes on none of them.

Even with passage of the one-
week funding bill, serious obsta-
cles and deadlines loom for con-
gressional lawmakers in the com-
ing days.

They must resolve a number of
policy disputes before they can
pass the broader funding bill next
week that is supposed to keep
agencies operating until Sept. 30,
2021. Negotiations have particu-
larly snagged over funding for the
Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, according to aides involved in
deliberations.

And the inability to reach a deal
on federal funding levels hampers
talks on the broader economic
relief package many economists
say is necessary to stabilize a flag-
ging economy. Lawmakers have
said they will approve a broader
economic relief package only as
part of a bipartisan deal between
appropriators on funding for the
federal government.

Appropriators have as a result
discussed approving a second
temporary continuing resolution
next week if federal funding legis-
lation remains out of reach. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)
appeared to allude to that possi-
bility during her news conference
Thursday, suggesting talks could
continue through Christmas. But
that would pose other challenges,
because delaying talks past

Christmas would take lawmakers
right up against the deadline for
several critical emergency relief
programs for millions of jobless
Americans and renters thatare set
to expire at the end of the year.

Bipartisan discussions over the
broader relief package appeared
to be teetering on the brink of
collapse, with congressional lead-
ers descending into bickering and
a group of bipartisan lawmakers
struggling to cement a final break-
through agreement.

Lawmakers have remained un-
able to break partisan disagree-
ments over providing state and
local aid, as well as a GOP-backed
liability shield insulating firms
from coronavirus-related law-
suits. McConnell has suggested
dropping both matters from the
final legislation, but congres-
sional Democrats have rejected
that idea since it would leave
states and cities without adequate
support. Treasury Secretary Ste-
ven Mnuchin released a proposal
earlier this week that included
stimulus checks but dramatically
reduced the bipartisan group’s
proposed spending on unemploy-
ment benefits, and was immedi-
ately ruled out by Democrats.

“We’'ve had an eight-months
impasse around liability issues,
and it is proving to be extremely
difficult to close that distance,”
said Sen. Christopher A. Coons
(D-Del.), who has been involved in
tryingtobreak thelogjam overthe
issue.

Sanders and Hawley, the sur-
prising bipartisan duo, have made
a forceful push for stimulus
checks to be included in the next
round of economic relief. But it
remained unclear whether any re-
lief package would have a chance
of passage. Asked about being
blamed for shutting down the fed-
eral government, Sanders told re-
porters: “They can blame me for
anything they want. But people
back home by the millions are
going to be blaming Congress for
inaction, forleaving their children
to go hungry, or get evicted.”

Speaking in Wilmington, Del.,
President-elect Joe Biden on Fri-
day urged Congress to pass arelief
bill before the holidays.

“Millions of Americans simply
can’t wait any longer,” he said,
saying that state and local govern-
ments were in urgent need of as-
sistance.

“This relief package won’t be
the total answer ... but is an
important first step,” he said.
“There’s so much we have to do.”

mike.debonis @washpost.com
Jeff-stein@washpost.com
seung-min.kim@uwashpost.com

GOP suits challenge Ga. rules for absentee ballots

Efforts set stage for
potential last-minute
changes to Jan. 5 runoffs

BY MICHELLE YE HEE LEE

State and national Republicans
this week filed lawsuits challeng-
ing Georgia’s requirements for
verifying and submitting absentee
ballots, setting the stage for legal
fights that could lead to last-min-
ute changes for the Jan. 5 runoff
elections and confusion for voters
who are already submitting their
vote by mail.

The Republican National Com-
mittee, Georgia Republican Party
and other GOP plaintiffs filed
three suits this week against the
Republican secretary of state and
other election administrators,
asking the courts for additional

reviews of the signatures on ab-
sentee ballots and to limit the use
of ballot drop boxes.

In thelawsuits, Republican offi-
cials raised concerns with the
ways that signatures were
matched on absentee ballots for
the Nov. 3 election — the source of
criticism lobbed by President
Trump and his allies in their ef-
forts to sow doubt in the integrity
ofthe presidential vote in Georgia.

That state certified its election
results for the second time this
week after a second recount of
presidential ballots reaffirmed
President-elect Joe Biden’s nar-
rowvictoryinthestate. But Trump
and his allies have repeatedly,
without evidence, alleged wide-
spread improprieties with the
state’s signature-matching proc-
ess for absentee ballots — a voting
method widely preferred by Dem-
ocrats this year.

The lawsuits seek changes for
the runoff election, although ab-
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sentee voting is already underway
and tens of thousands of Geor-
gians have already submitted
their ballots.

Signature verification is a proc-
ess through which election work-
ersverify the authenticity of a mail
ballot by matching the signature
on the envelope to the one they
have on their voter files. Georgia
verifies the voter’s signature once
it receives the absentee ballot en-
velopes.

The Georgia Republican Party,
National Republican Senatorial
Committee and the two Republi-
can candidates for the runoff elec-
tions, Sen. David Perdue and Sen.
Kelly Loeffler, filed a lawsuit this
week in federal court, asking the
judge to declare the state’s absen-
tee ballot verification process un-
constitutional.

They asked the court for addi-
tional reviews of absentee ballots,
and to allow for “meaningful pub-
lic observation” of election offi-
cials verifying their authenticity.

The signature verification proc-
essisalready opento the publicfor
poll workers and other officials
who are authorized to observe the
process, according to a Wednes-
day election bulletin distributed
by the secretary of state’s office to
county election officials.

Secretary of State Brad Raffen-
sperger (R) has recommended im-
provements to the state’s signa-
ture verification requirements
and said he plans to work with
state legislators next year to ex-
plore other options, such as photo
identification verification.

But until the legislature meets
and makes changes, election ad-
ministrators are bound by current
verification requirements, which
were written into law by Republi-
can state leaders, according to the
secretary of state’s office.

“If there’s a better way to do it,
the signature match, the secretary
is certainly willing to be at the
table for that legislative process.
But changes to the law require
action of the General Assembly,”
said Brian Robinson, a communi-
cations consultant for the secre-
tary of state’s office. “Our current
election laws were passed by Re-
publican general assemblies.”

Last month, the Georgia State
Election Board passed rules ex-

tending the use of absentee ballot
boxes for the runoffs and requir-
ing counties to begin scanning
absentee ballots a week before the
election.

Two recent lawsuits raised con-
cerns with both absentee ballots
and the use of drop boxes.

The Republican National Com-
mittee and the state GOP filed a
lawsuit this week asking, among
other things, for greater access for
poll watchers who monitor vote
counting and signature verifica-
tion for the Jan. 5 runoff. The
lawsuit cited concerns raised by
some poll watchers who said they
were not able to witness as much
of the process as they had hoped.

The lawsuit, filed in Fulton
County Superior Court, also asked
for restrictions on when voters
could drop off their ballots at se-
cure drop boxes, and for video
surveillance of such drop boxes to
be made available in real time for
the public.

In another lawsuit filed in fed-
eral court, the Republican Com-
mittee of the 12th Congressional
District in Georgia and other
plaintiffs raised similar concerns
about the verification of absentee
ballot signatures and the security
of ballot drop boxes. They asked
the court to prohibit the use of
ballot drop boxes for the runoff
elections. But the drop boxes are
already secure and require con-
stant video surveillance, and
many counties already provide
video footage, Robinson said.

County election officials contin-
uetofaceharassmentand threats of
violence amid the torrent of misin-
formation, conspiracy theories and
unfounded allegations of wide-
spread fraud. They said they are
working to ensure that voters have
faith in the election process, and
that they will adapt to any changes
that may be made for the runoffs.

“As for the numerous claims of
widespread fraud, we’re dealing
with them the best we can as they
come to our attention. It has been
rather challenging,” said Ross
Cavitt, spokesman for Cobb Coun-
ty, which has faced criticism from
Trump’s allies.

michelle.lee@washpost.com

Aaron Schaffer contributed to this
report.
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Chinese national detained in $2.2 million global turtle smuggling scheme

The U.S.-to-Asia ring
moved endangered
turtles for up to $20,000

BY CLARE FIESELER

A Chinese national is in federal
custody in New Jersey after inves-
tigators said he financed an inter-
national smuggling ring that
shipped more than 1,500 endan-
gered turtles from the United
States to China, valued at more
than $2.2 million.

Theturtles, many of which were
bound with duct tape, stuffed into
socks and shipped in mislabeled
packages, were sold for as much as
$20,000 each on the Asian pet
black market, authorities said.

Kang Juntao, 24, of Hangzhou
City, China, was extradited from
Malaysiaand arrived in the United
States on Thursday, where he ap-
peared virtually in U.S. District
Court in Newark on charges of
money laundering. He is being
held without bail pending ar-
raignment.

Prosecutors say Kang ran the
smuggling ring from China and
had never set foot in the United
States before landing at JFK Inter-
national Airport in New York on
Thursday, escorted by federal offi-
cials.

His court-appointed lawyer,
Linda Foster of the U.S. Federal
Public Defender’s Office, declined
to comment on the case. The con-
sulate at the Embassy of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in the Unit-
ed States did not immediately re-
ply to requests for comment.

Between June 2017 and Decem-
ber 2018, Kang arranged for inter-
mediaries to ship turtles taken
from American wetlands to asso-
ciates in Hong Kong and China,
accordingto the complaint filed in
federal court. He paid for the tur-
tles through PayPal and U.S.
banks, including one in New Jer-
sey, according to prosecutors. The
turtles were then sold to wealthy
collectors in Asia for thousands of
dollars each, depending on color-
ing, sex and age. A single North
American female box turtle
deemed “colorful” in Hong Kong’s

LINDA DAVIDSON/THE WASHINGTON POST

Kang Juntao of China faces charges related to his smuggling ring of turtles out of United States wetlands. His operation sold five types of
endangered turtles, including the eastern box turtle, above, Florida box turtle, Gulf Coast box turtle, spotted turtle and wood turtle.

black market pet trade fetches up
to $20,000, prosecutors said.

Kang’s operation sold five types
of turtles, according to investiga-
tors: the eastern box turtle, Flori-
da box turtle, Gulf Coast box tur-
tle, spotted turtle and wood turtle.
All five are considered endan-
gered and are protected under an
international treaty signed by
more than 180 countries, includ-
ing the United States, Malaysia
and China.

“This extradition is a landmark
win because [Kang] is not just the
poacher or the shipper. He’s the
guy pulling the strings in China,”
said Ryan Connors, atrial attorney
in the environmental crimes sec-
tion ofthe U.S. Justice Department.

From China, Kang recruited
and paid people in the United

States through online platforms to
move turtles and money across
the Lower 48 states. Court docu-
ments show Kang used PayPal, a
digital monetary platform that
transfers money between individ-
uals and across currencies. He
used Facebook messenger to re-
cruit at least six “middle men” in
five states who were “typically col-
lege students from China seeking
to make extra money on the side,”
court documents said.

One of those students, Haixi
Sheng, pleaded guilty to smug-
gling native turtles under Kang’s
guidance while enrolled at Penn-
sylvania State University. He is in
federal prison.

Kang’s extradition marks the
culmination of a multiyear inter-
national investigation that traced
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A worker carries a Christmas tree on the grounds of Saint Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral in
Northwest Washington on Friday as customers browse the stock two weeks before Christmas.

2020 CENSUS

Government ordered
to produce documents

A federal judge has given the
Trump administration until
Monday to produce documents
related to the timing and
processing of the 2020 Census.
U.S. District Judge Lucy H. Koh of
the Northern District of
California said in her ruling late
Thursday night that what the
Justice Department has so far
produced in a lawsuit about the
timing of the survey has been
“inadequate” and rife with
duplications.

On Thursday, the House
Committee on Oversight and
Reform subpoenaed Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross over his
failure to deliver the information
that it had requested.

A Commerce Department
representative suggested on
Friday that the subpoena was a
“political ploy,” adding that the
department had provided more
than 5,500 documents to the
committee and Congress this year
and “intends to continue
producing responsive documents
to the Committee on a rolling
basis.”

The administration is pushing

the U.S. Census Bureau to
produce state population totals
and tallies of undocumented
immigrants so it can try to
exclude them from the
population apportionment for
House seat before Trump leaves
office Jan. 20.

— Tara Bahrampour

WISCONSIN

National Guard jets
grounded after crash

A Wisconsin Air National
Guard unit has been grounded
while the fatal crash of an F-16 jet
is investigated, and authorities
on Friday identified the pilot who
died as a decorated combat
veteran who had flown in three
tours of duty.

The Madison-based 115th
Fighter Wing said Air Force Capt.
Durwood “Hawk” Jones, 37, from
Albuquerque, died in Tuesday’s
crash in a national forest in
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula
during a training mission.

The military said Jones joined
the Air National Guard in 2011
and had deployed to Japan in
2015, Korea in 2017 and to
Afghanistanin 2019. He is
survived by his wife and two
children.

The Wisconsin State Journal
reported Friday that 115th
Fighter Wing Commander Col.
Bart Van Roo said it could take a
month to determine what
happened.

Van Roo said the unit will be
grounded until leaders determine
that flying can safely be resumed.

The plane was assigned to the
115th Fighter Wing at Truax Field
Air National Guard Base in
Madison. It went down in
Hiawatha National Forest, about
250 miles northeast of the base.
The crash site is in Delta County,
on the shore of Lake Michigan.

— Associated Press

Navy searching for sailor feared
overboard off California: Search
crews combed the ocean off
Southern California on Friday for
a sailor who may have gone
overboard from the aircraft
carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt.
The search started Thursday
morning after a lookout spotted
what appeared to be a person in
the water, a statement from the
San Diego-based 3rd Fleet said.
One sailor was unaccounted for
during a command-wide muster,
the statement said. The U.S. Coast
Guard and Navy aircraft and
ships were participating.

— Associated Press

the path of turtles from American
marshes to Asian markets and in-
cluded undercover work by agents
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice. The work was made more
complex because the United
States and China do not have an
extradition agreement, officials
said.

“This was our lunar landing,”
said Connors, referring to what it
took to intercept Kang outside of
China’s jurisdiction. “We cleared a
lot of hurdles early. We coordinat-
ed extensively with police depart-
ments and even airlines.”

U.S. authorities surveilled Kang
totrack his vacation planstotravel
from China to Indonesia and then
Malaysia, where an American ex-
tradition request had already
been processed, Connors said. In

January 2019, the Royal Malay-
sian Police, assisted by U.S. federal
agents, intercepted Kang at Kuala
Lumpur International Airport,
where he had landed with his girl-
friend for a vacation. After nearly
two years in Malaysian custody,
Kang was flown to the United
States.

“The difficulty we have is that a
lot of these illegal wildlife ship-
ments are going to people in China
and Hong Kong. And we don’t
have direct extradition treaties
with those places,” said assistant
U.S. Attorney Winston Holliday,
who is not involved in the Kang
case but has prosecuted domestic
poachers of protected turtles from
America’s wetlands. “The top
criminals can be out of reach
sometimes,” said Holliday, “so we

do what we can on U.S. soil”

Once in custody in Malaysia,
Kang told investigators that his
turtle business had helped him
pay for medical school and the
beach-hopping vacation through
Southeast Asia, which is how au-
thorities were able to intercept
him.

Kang first came to the attention
of authorities several years ago
when a herpetologist tipped off a
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service spe-
cial agent. The agent, Ryan Bessey,
posed undercover as a middle-
man, buying and shipping endan-
gered turtles at Kang’s direction.
Between June 2017 and December
2018, Bessey shipped more than
300 turtles, most from a supplier
in North Carolina, to Asia on be-
half of Kang, according to Bessey’s
affidavit.

In return, Kang sent Bessey 40
payments totaling about $80,000
over two years, including a “bo-
nus” for ajob well done, investiga-
tors said.

A federal grand jury indicted
Kang in February 2019 on several
money laundering charges. He
faces up to 20 years in prison. “If
he was facing just a wildlife traf-
ficking charge, it's a five-year felo-
ny,” Connors said. “But money
laundering is a powerful charge.
We thought the evidence fit the
charge.”

Trafficking in endangered spe-
cies is difficult to prosecute. Ac-
cording to the United Nations’ an-
nual report on wildlife crime, the
growth of legal and illegal online
pet sales has allowed traffickers to
better connect with new buyers
and accomplices all over the
world. Cross-border cooperation
is critical to bringing down orga-
nized crime that hurts wildlife, the
report said.

The Kang case marks progress
in the U.S. government’s larger
fight against global wildlife
crimes. “There are all sorts of envi-
ronmental crimes that are perpe-
trated using social media,” said
Meredith Gore, a conservation sci-
entist at the University of Mary-
land who studies wildlife traffick-
ing. “I'll also say that law enforce-
ment authorities use social media
...to prevent and respond to this
kind of stuff as well.”

national @washpost.com
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VA leaders questioned aide’s assault report, probe finds

BY LisA REIN

Veterans Affairs Secretary Rob-
ert Wilkie and his senior leaders
openly questioned the credibility
of a House aide who reported a
sexual assault at the agency’s flag-
ship hospital in the District, deni-
grating her and ascribing politi-
cal motives to her claim, a report
released Thursday found.

The tone Wilkie set with his
senior staff and reporters influ-
enced the investigation into the
veteran’s claim — and led to the
agency’s failure to improve an
often-hostile environment for
women at the D.C. Medical Cen-
ter, Inspector General Michael
Missal found.

And instead of focusing on the
hospital contractor who veteran
Andrea Goldstein told authorities
“bumped his entire body against
mine and told me I looked like I
needed a smile and a good time,”
VA’s senior leaders did the oppo-
site, investigators found, and em-
barked on a campaign to discredit
Goldstein. The contractor did not
have credentials to enter the hos-
pital and had been the subject of a
previous sexual harassment com-
plaint from a VA employee.

The inspector general did not
substantiate that Wilkie formally
investigated Goldstein’s past by
improperly accessing her elec-
tronic health and military records
or asked others to do so. But the
secretary’s attempt to denigrate
her was clear, the report said.

“The tone set by Secretary
Wilkie was at minimum unpro-
fessional and at worst provided
the basis for VA leaders’ attempts
to undermine the veteran’s credi-
bility,” the report said.

The 68-page report caps a saga
that has embroiled Wilkie, Gold-
stein and Rep. Mark Takano (D-
Calif.), chairman of the House
Veterans’ Affairs Committee, in a
standoff since the fall of 2019.
That’s when Goldstein, the com-
mittee’s senior policy adviser on
female veterans, reported that a
man groped and propositioned
her as she waited in line to buy a
snack in the hospital’s main lob-
by.
Goldstein’s complaint high-
lighted a major struggle for the
veterans agency as it tries to serve
the health needs of women, the
fastest-growing veteran popula-
tion. Female veterans regularly
report sexual harassment and as-
sault at VA clinics and hospitals.

The report said VA’s response
to Goldstein’s complaint hurt the
agency’s mission.

“Using denigrating remarks
and questioning the credibility of
a veteran who reported being
sexually assaulted, and then fail-
ing to fully explore the facts, is.. . .
contrary to the ongoing missions
of improving VA and of serving
the veteran community with re-
spect,” wrote James Mitchell, dep-
uty inspector general for special
reviews.

Wilkie, in a scathing response
to the report, wrote, “After nearly
ayear of investigation, interviews
with 65 people and analysis of

JABIN BOTSFORD/THE WASHINGTON POST

In areport released Thursday, Inspector General Michael Missal found that Veterans Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie, center, openly
questioned the credibility of veteran Andrea Goldstein, affecting a department investigation into a sexual assault she reported in 2019.

nearly 1.5 million documents, VA’s
inspector general cannot sub-
stantiate that I sought to investi-
gate or asked others to investigate
the Veteran. That’s because these
allegations are false. What’s
more, the IG could not identify a
single instance in which any VA
employee violated any rule, regu-
lation or policy.”

Wilkie described conversa-
tions about the Goldstein case as
“confidential internal delibera-
tions among VA staff” and said
they should have not have been a
part of Missal’s inquiry. The in-
spector general “established a
strawman in which any discus-
sion or scrutiny of public and
high-profile allegations against
the department, or a general de-
sire to know the truth are some-
how improper,” Wilkie wrote.

Missal’s office answered, “Sec-
retary Wilkie’s comments on this
report do not respond substan-
tively to its findings. Instead they
mischaracterize key facts and fail
to acknowledge the deficiencies
in VA’s response to the veteran’s
complaint. Notably, his com-
ments do not seek to correct or
supplement the findings.”

Takano accused Wilkie of be-
traying the public’s trust and
called on him and his senior staff
to resign.

“When the most senior leader-
ship of VA are derelict in their
duty, refuse to take immediate
action to correct glaring deficien-
cies, and are themselves complic-
itin attempts to discredit and cast
doubt on the facts,” the chairman
said in a statement, “they betray

the public trust and as a result
disqualify themselves from all fu-
ture public service.”

He called the report “emblem-
atic of the well-documented issue
of sexual harassment and assault
that has festered in our military
and polluted the culture at VA.”

Goldstein said in a statement
that many female veterans told
her the incident and its handling
had “permanently severed” their
trustin VA.

“The millions of women and
men who have experienced or
witnessed sexual violence in the
military recognized Secretary
Wilkie’s actions as horrifyingly
familiar: refuse to take or enforce
accountability, blame, shame and
make the victim the problem,”
Goldstein said. “In this shocking
abuse of power, Secretary Wilkie
publicly re-victimized the very
people that the agency that he
leads is supposed to serve.”

Wilkie also drew rebukes from
top Republicans in Congress who
oversee the agency.

The report shows “not only a
disappointing response from VA
leadership [to a reported assault
in a VA facility], but also a failure
by those leaders to fulfill their
duty in responding to an impor-
tant [inspector general] inquiry,”
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Commit-
tee Chairman Jerry Moran (Kan.)
said in a statement. Rep. Phil Roe
(Tenn.), the House VA commit-
tee’s top Republican, and Rep.
Mike Bost (Ill.), its incoming
ranking member, issued similar
statements.

After Goldstein reported she

was assaulted, Wilkie quickly
asked Missal’s office to investi-
gate. In January, federal authori-
ties declined to file charges in the
sexual assault case. But Wilkie,
who had tangled with Takano for
months on policy issues and the
committee’s oversight of his agen-
cy, immediately took a personal
interest in the case, investigators
found.

Missal’s investigation was hin-
dered, the report says, by the
refusal of Wilkie, acting deputy
secretary Pamela Powers and his
two top press officials, James Hut-
ton and Curt Cashour, to cooper-
ate with requests for follow-up
interviews.

Within hours of receiving word
about Goldstein’s Sept. 20 com-
plaint, “senior VA officials began
communicating about whether
the veteran had previously com-
plained about verbal abuse from a
VA provider at another facility,”
the report said. Wilkie speculated
in an email that Takano was “lay-
ing the grounds for a spectacle.”
VA leaders’ suspicions centered
on Goldstein’s work on sexual
assault issues for the committee
and on initial reports of a lack of
eyewitnesses.

“This initial skepticism ma-
tured into repeated, apparently
unsupported assertions or vague
conjectures that the veteran did
‘something like this’ before,
which similarly contributed to VA
personnel actions focusing on the
veteran and her credibility,” the
report said.

In interviews with investiga-
tors, Wilkie denied investigating

Goldstein, questioning her credi-
bility or knowing whether she
had made prior assault com-
plaints in the military.

But investigators found that
Wilkie told his staff that Gold-
stein had made similar com-
plaints of sexual assault in the
Navy. Goldstein has denied mak-
ing multiple complaints about
sexual misconduct

Eight senior agency officials
described discussions in Wilkie’s
presence “that involved the vet-
eran’s purported history of filing
complaints, whether specific to
prior sexual assault allegations or
similar issues during her military
service,” the report found. Six of
the witnesses in sworn testimony
attributed the remarks to Wilkie
himself. “The inference was that
the complaints were unfounded,”
the report said.

Cashour pitched a story to a
journalist that would impugn
Goldstein’s character, telling the
reporter, “You may want to look
into — see — if she’s done this sort
of thing in the past,” according to
the report.

Multiple witnesses testified to
investigators that Wilkie told
them Rep. Dan Crenshaw (R-Tex.)
had given him damaging infor-
mation that Goldstein filed frivo-
lous complaints when they served
in the same Navy command. That
contradicts the congressman’s
prior statement that he never
spoke with the secretary about
Goldstein.

A spokesman for Crenshaw did
not respond to a request for com-
ment.

The report describes “an un-
usual level of engagement by VA
senior officials in an ongoing
criminal investigation,” as VA po-
lice who met with Wilkie and his
team told investigators. This “cre-
ated pressure on VA police and
focused their attention on the
veteran herself.”

VA senior officials traveled to
the medical center to view any
available video footage of the inci-
dent, although the surveillance
cameras in the area were not
working. A VA police officer re-
called that a visiting VA official
suggested that Goldstein may
have “made a complaint similar
to this before.”

The police ran a background
check on her and circulated the
results — which multiple VA po-
lice officers considered unusual.
This occurred two days before a
background check was run on the
contractor accused of sexual as-
sault by the veteran.

Less than a week after Gold-
stein reported being sexually as-
saulted, Wilkie made a surprise
visit to the D.C. medical center
himself, the report said. He and
Powers met with the medical di-
rector. They discussed the case in
detail.

Wilkie read the written state-
ment provided to VA police by
Goldstein, detailing her account
of the incident. The medical cen-
ter director told investigators
that after Wilkie finished reading
the statement, “he commented
that the veteran’s statement was
‘similar to other complaints she’s
made other places, or words to
that effect.”

The Washington Post reported
Wednesday that the inspector
general’s office told federal pros-
ecutors this fall of possible crimi-
nal conduct by Wilkie stemming
from the investigation. The Jus-
tice Department has not pursued
a case against Wilkie.

Missal’s office did not make a
formal criminal referral to seek a
prosecution. The discussions cen-
tered on whether the inspector
general was authorized to compel
testimony from a senior official
who had stopped cooperating in
the investigation into Wilkie’s
conduct, a person familiar with
the matter, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to discuss
a sensitive law enforcement mat-
ter, said.

When federal authorities de-
cide not to move forward with
criminal charges, inspectors gen-
eral can compel people under
investigation to fully cooperate if
they notify them that a case is not
subject to prosecution, according
to inspector general guidelines.
That effectively grants them im-
munity for statements that may
implicate them.

Prosecutors told the inspector
general’s office they did not think
there was enough evidence pre-
sented to bring charges, accord-
ing to two federal officials with
direct knowledge of the case, who
also spoke on the condition of
anonymity.

lisa.rein@washpost.com

Biden narrows search
for attorney general

Sen. Doug Jones, former
Justice Dept. deputy
Sally Yates at top of list

BY DEVLIN BARRETT,
MATT ZAPOTOSKY
AND MATT VISER

President-elect Joe Biden’s
search for the next attorney gener-
al is increasingly focused on Sen.
Doug Jones (D-Ala.) and former
deputy attorney general Sally Q.
Yates, according to people familiar
with the discussions, who said
that appeals court judge Merrick
B. Garland remains a serious con-
tender.

Jones, who lost his reelection
bid in November, is the favorite at
this stage, but Biden and his inner
circle continue to debate the nom-
ination, these people said, speak-
ing on the condition of anonymity
to describe internal discussions.

Itis increasingly unlikely, these
people said, that former Massa-
chusetts governor Deval Patrick
will be selected to become the
nation’s top law enforcement offi-
cial. People familiar with the dis-
cussions said in recent days that
the discussions of the three other
candidates have increasingly
shifted toward the likelihood of
confirmation in the Senate, which
is currently controlled by Republi-
cans. On that question, Jones is
viewed as having an edge over
Yates, according to the people fa-
miliar with the discussions.

With Jones’s stock on the rise,
some civil rights leaders have pri-

vately expressed some reserva-
tions to members of Biden’s inner
circle in recent days about wheth-
er his record on criminal justice
reform and civil rights is suffi-
cient. As a U.S. attorney in Ala-
bama in the Clinton administra-
tion, Jones famously prosecuted
members of the Ku Klux Klan who
bombed a Black church in Bir-
mingham in 1963, killing four
girls. The case had been stymied
by then-FBI Director J. Edgar
Hoover, but was resuscitated in
1971 and then again in 1993 at the
urging of civil rights leaders.

House Majority Whip James E.
Clyburn (D-S.C.) recently cited
that case in praising Jones to the
website Cheddar.

“Decades they walked around
free after bombing that church
and Kkilling those four Black girls.
[Jones] prosecuted them and got
them convicted,” Clyburn said.
“You don’t have to be Black to do
right by Black people.”

But — publicly and privately in
conversations with those close to
Biden — some civil rights leaders
have suggested the case does not, by
itself, demonstrate the kind of prov-
en track record on civil rights and
criminal justice reform they would
like to see in an attorney general.

“I would never look at one case
for anyone to determine the full
measure of their record on civil
rights or criminal justice reform,”
said Sherrilyn Ifill, president and
director-counsel of the NAACP Le-
gal Defense and Educational
Fund. “I think if you're looking at
the full measure of their record,
it’s legitimate to ask how broad
that record is in the matters that
are of most interest to activists

ELIJAH NOUVELAGE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Sen. Doug Jones (D-Ala.), who lost his reelection bid in November, appears to be the favorite for the
nomination. He is viewed as having an edge over Sally Yates on the likelihood of Senate confirmation.

and communities of color around
the country.”

As a senator, Jones sponsored
voting rights legislation and co-
sponsored the bipartisan criminal
justice reform First Step Act. He
also successfully passed legisla-
tion calling for the release of rec-
ords about unsolved criminal civil
rights cases, and he struck a deal
to permanently renew annual fed-
eral funding for historically Black
colleges and universities.

Some civil rights leaders have
privately expressed concern that
Jones voted to proceed on a Re-
publican police reform bill, led by
Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.), that Demo-
crats and the civil rights commu-
nity saw as too weak. Jones was
only one of two Senate Democrats
to break with his party, along with

Joe Manchin III (WVa.). Jones’s
vote, though, was only procedural.
He told WBUR radio at the time
thathe would not vote to passit “as
is” but wanted to bring the bill to
the floor for debate, where “the
American people would have seen
the flaws” in it.

A spokeswoman for Jones de-
clined to comment.

Several civil rights leaders have
publicly expressed a preference
for a Black attorney general. Marc
Morial, president and CEO of the
National Urban League, said that
in addition to scrutinizing the at-
torney general pick, he was fo-
cused on the entire slate of senior
officials that Biden will pick to run
the Justice Department.

“I’ve made that point privately,
repeatedly, that the attorney gen-

eral is crucial, but the team is
crucial,” he said.

To that end, people familiar
with the discussions said the in-
coming administration has in-
creasingly focused in recent days
on finding Black candidates to
nominate for other Justice De-
partment jobs, as it appears likely
that Biden’s attorney general pick
will be White.

Ifill has publicly expressed sup-
port for Yates, and other civil
rights leaders have seemed to give
her a tacit endorsement — noting
that familiarity with the inner
workings of the Justice Depart-
ment was an important criterion
to them. That would not seem to
apply to Jones or the other person
still under consideration, Gar-
land, as both of their experience in

the Justice Department was from
long ago.

Yates has more-recent and ex-
tensive history on civil rights and
criminal justice reform. As the
Justice Department’s No. 2 official
at the end of the Obama adminis-
tration, she ordered the shutdown
of private prisons under the de-
partment’s control, pushed for
ending the use of solitary confine-
ment and helped implement sen-
tencing reform.

Yates, though, also has detrac-
tors, and her confirmation could
be a bruising fight. Senate Repub-
licans have scrutinized Yates and
others’ supervision of the FBI’s
probe of President Trump’s 2016
campaign —recently calling her to
testify publicly about the matter —
and Trump has attacked her as
having “zero credibility”

A new issue emerged this week
that could complicate the confir-
mation process for whichever can-
didate Biden chooses — the disclo-
sure of a two-year investigation of
the incoming president’s son,
Hunter Biden, into whether he
paid taxes on China-related busi-
ness dealings. Already, some Re-
publicans are calling for a special
prosecutor to be appointed to han-
dle the investigation.

Robert Mintz, a former federal
prosecutor now in private prac-
tice, called the Hunter Biden case
“the first big test” of President-
elect Biden’s pledge to reestablish
the independence of the Depart-
ment of Justice” Mintz said the
next attorney general will face
“the daunting task of how to man-
age a highly politically charged
investigation of an immediate
member of the president’s family
while attempting to maintain the
appearance of autonomy and lack
of political influence in the
decision-making.”

devlin.barrett@washpost.com
matt.zapotosky @washpost.com
matt.viser@washpost.com
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Focus is on former NEA president as Biden seeks an education secretary

BY LAURA MECKLER
AND VALERIE STRAUSS

At least a dozen names have
been batted around as possible
secretaries of education for Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden, with no
clear choice emerging. But one
woman in particular is the sub-
ject of intense lobbying, both pro
and con.

Lily Eskelsen Garcia, who
stepped down as president of the
National Education Association
in September, has been endorsed
by groups including the influen-
tial Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus, which notes that she would
be the first Latina to serve in the
position.

But Garcia also is facing at-
tacks from advocates for children
with disabilities as well as from
supporters of education reform
policies that were popular in the
Obama administration but have
fallen out of favor in the Demo-
cratic Party.

The jockeying comes as the
Biden transition team works to
settle on an education nominee
who will satisfy teachers and
their unions while not alienating
Democrats in the reform camp.

“The challenge for the Biden
administration will be to appoint
a secretary who is supportive of
teachers and their unions but not
opposed to innovation and
change,” said Pedro Noguera, the
dean of the Rossier School of
Education at the University of
Southern California.

While public attention is fixed
on Garcia, several people familiar
with the transition discussions
say that she is not a front-runner
and that there is no consensus
internally about who should get
the nod.

Several people said Biden
would like to choose a woman of
color, as he works to assemble a
diverse Cabinet. And Biden, a
union supporter, told teachers
unions during the campaign that
he would choose someone who
has been an educator, raising
expectations of K-12 teachers that
he would choose from their
ranks.

An announcement is expected
before Christmas.

Jill Biden, the president-elect’s
wife, is thought to be involved in
the conversations over the educa-
tion nominee, though it is not
known how strongly she is weigh-

ingin. She is a former community
college professor and a member
of the NEA.

Biden’s team had initially
leaned toward nominating Linda
Darling-Hammond, who is run-
ning his education transition
team, two people familiar with
the process said. She is the first
Black woman to serve as presi-
dent of the California State Board
of Education and is an expert in
educational equity — a Biden
priority — and teacher quality.

She was believed to be accept-
able to all of the party’s factions,
and has K-12 classroom experi-
ence. But early on, she took her-
self out of consideration, forcing
the transition team to scramble.

Soon after the election, Biden
campaign officials singled out
two teachers union officials as
possible nominees — Garcia and
Randi Weingarten, the president
of the American Federation of
Teachers. Weingarten has been
lower Kkey about the matter,
which may explain why there is
more attention on Garcia.

Garcia has spoken with Repub-
lican senators, aiming to show
she could be confirmed in a
Senate that may remain under

Republican control, two people
familiar with the matter said.

She also has been endorsed by
several Latino organizations, in-
cluding the National Hispanic
Leadership Agenda, a coalition of
more than 40 civil rights and
public policy groups. And in at
least one television appearance,
she seemed to go out of her way to
signal to the Biden team that she
would be a team player. Asked on
MSNBC about the impact of re-
mote learning on children, she
began her reply with, “You know I
just have to congratulate America
on the new president that is
coming in.”

But Garcia also is coming un-
der fierce attack. An anti-union
group called the Center for Union
Facts took out a full-page ad this
week in the Wall Street Journal
opposing her potential nomina-
tion, calling Garcia “a staunch
opponent of school reform.”

She’s also being publicly op-
posed by disability activists, who
say that under her leadership, the
NEA took positions damaging to
children with disabilities on is-
sues such as standardized test-
ing, and on the restraint and
seclusion of children. A letter

sent Thursday to the Biden team
by nine disability organizations
said they have “series concerns”
about her potential nomination.

In response to these critics,
Eskelsen Garcia asked a Florida
mother to send transition offi-
cials a letter testifying to her
sensitivity when her son was
battling the state over whether he
had to take a standardized test
while he was dying in a hospital.
The mother, Andrea Rediske, a
professor at Valencia College in
Florida, responded by sending a
supportive letter to the Biden
team.

“To me, Lily embodies the soul
of an educator,” Rediske wrote.

The Biden team also has
looked at several school district
superintendents, especially wom-
en of color, two people familiar
with the process said. Women
thought to be in that group in-
clude Sonja Santelises of Balti-
more and Janice Jackson of Chi-
cago. Another is Denise Juneau of
Seattle, but her chances may have
evaporated after she came under
fire from the local NAACP chap-
ter.

Another person talked about:
Rep. Jahana Hayes (D-Conn.), a

former teacher of the year. But
with only a slim Democratic ma-
jority in the House, the Biden
team is hesitant to draw from
their ranks. If Hayes were chosen,
her seat would be filled by special
election.

Without a clear choice, the
Biden team has looked at people
from higher education, people
familiar with the matter said.
That includes Leslie Fenwick, a
former dean of education at How-
ard University who once taught
in an urban school district, three
people familiar with the process
said.

Other people thought to be
under consideration include Mi-
chael L. Lomax, the president and
chief executive of the United
Negro College Fund since 2004,
and Eloy Ortiz Oakley, the chan-
cellor of California Community
Colleges, the largest public high-
er education system in the coun-
try. One of Biden’s proposals is to
make community college free for
all.

laura.meckler @washpost.com
valerie.strauss @washpost.com

Nick Anderson contributed to this
report.

Powell’s *Spyder’ never worked in military intelligence

BY EMMA BROWN,
AARON C. DAvVIS
AND ALICE CRITES

The witness is code-named
“Spyder.” Or sometimes “Spider.”
His identity is so closely guarded
that lawyer Sidney Powell has
sought to keep it even from op-
posing counsel. And his account
of vulnerability to international
sabotage is a key part of Powell’s
failing multistate effort to invali-
date President-elect Joe Biden’s
victory.

Powell describes Spyder in
court filings as a former “Military
Intelligence expert,” and his testi-
mony is offered to support one of
her central claims. In a declara-
tion filed in four states, Spyder
alleges that publicly available
data about server traffic shows
that voting systems in the United
States were “certainly compro-
mised by rogue actors, such as
Iran and China.”

Spyder, it turns out, is Joshua
Merritt, a 43-year-old informa-
tion technology consultant in the
Dallas area. Merritt confirmed his
role as Powell’s secret witness in
phone interviews this week with
The Washington Post.

Records show that Merrittis an
Army veteran and that he en-
rolled in a training program at
the 305th Military Intelligence
Battalion, the unit he cites in his
declaration. But he never com-
pleted the entry-level training
course, according to Meredith
Mingledorff, a spokeswoman for
the U.S. Army Intelligence Center
of Excellence, which includes the
battalion.

“He kept washing out of cours-
es,” said Mingledorff, citing his
education records. “He’s not an
intelligence analyst.”

In an interview, Merritt main-
tained that he graduated from the
intelligence training program.
But even by his own account, he
was only a trainee with the 305th,
at Fort Huachuca in Arizona, and
for just seven months more than
15 years ago.

His separation papers, which
he provided to The Post, make no
mention of intelligence training.
They show that he spent the bulk
of his decade in the Army as a
wheeled vehicle mechanic. He de-
ployed to the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, where he said he
worked in security and route
clearance. He held the rank of
specialist when he was honorably
discharged in 2013, having re-
ceived several commendations.

Merritt acknowledged that the
declaration’s description of his
work as an “electronic intelli-
gence analyst under 305th Mili-
tary Intelligence” is misleading.
He said it should have made clear
that his time in the 305th wasasa
student, not as a working intelli-
gence expert.

He blamed “clerks” for Powell’s
legal team, who he said wrote the
sentence. Merritt said he had not
read it carefully before he signed
his name swearing it was true.

“That was one thing I was
trying to backtrack on,” he said on
Thursday. “My original paper-
work thatIsentin didn’t say that.”

On Friday afternoon, as his
name increasingly circulated on
social media, Merritt said he had
decided to remove himself from
the legal effort altogether. He said
he plans to close his business and
relocate with his family.

Asked about Merritt’s limited
experience in military intelli-
gence, Powell said in a text to The
Post: “I cannot confirm that Josh-
ua Merritt is even Spider. Strong-
ly encourage you not to print.”

Of her description of him as a
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Attorney Sidney Powell speaks at a news conference in Alpharetta, Ga., on Dec. 2. She continues to fight the election results in court.

military intelligence expert, she
said, “If we made a mistake, we
will correct it.”

Federal judges have in the past
week rejected all four of the com-
plaints Powell has filed seeking to
overturn the presidential election
— lawsuits popularly known as
the “kraken” suits, after a mythi-
cal sea creature she has har-
nessed as a sort of mascot —
ruling either that the challenges
should have been filed in state
courts or were meritless.

In Michigan, attorneys for the
state argued that Powell’s com-
plaint was based on “fantastical
conspiracy theories” that belong
in the “fact-free outer reaches of
the Internet” A federal judge
ruled this week that the allega-
tion that votes were changed for
Biden relied on an “amalgama-
tion of theories, conjecture, and
speculation.”

A federal judge in Arizona sim-
ilarly tossed out a case Wednes-
day that relied in part on an
affidavit from Merritt, writing
that allegations “that find favor in
the public sphere of gossip and
innuendo cannot be a substitute
for earnest pleadings and pro-
cedure in federal court” and
“most certainly cannot be the
basis for upending Arizona’s 2020
General Election.”

Powell is appealing all four of
those losses.

Merritt told The Post that, be-
cause judges are dismissing the
cases without giving the Powell
team a chance to fully present
evidence, “we’re just going to sup-
ply the evidence through other
directions,” including to lawmak-
ers and members of the intelli-
gence community. He said Russell
Ramsland, a former colleague
and fellow witness for Powell, had
asked him to brief Rep. Louie
Gohmert (R-Tex.), a leading pro-
ponent of fanciful claims about
the 2020 election.

Gohmert did not respond to a
request for comment.

The 305th Military Intelli-
gence Battalion at Fort Huachuca
has taken on a special signifi-
cance among supporters of Pow-
ell’s lawsuits. Some popular con-
spiracy theories contend that the
unit — rather than Merritt, a
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Joshua Merritt — “Spyder” — said he helped investigate suspected
fraud in the 2018 loss of Rep. Pete Sessions (R-Tex.), above.

former member who was dis-
charged years ago — has deter-
mined that China and Iran ma-
nipulated the U.S. vote. In late
November, Thomas Mclnerney, a
retired lieutenant general in the
Air Force and a proponent of
election fraud claims, said that
President Trump and Powell have
“got the 305th Military Intelli-
gence Battalion working with
them” and that “the Kraken is the
305th Military Intelligence Bat-
talion.”

The battalion is an entry-level
training unit. It has not had an
operational mission since World
War II. Mingledorff said soldiers
there “do not collect, analyze or
provide intelligence in any way.”

Army records provided by Mer-
ritt show that he enlisted in 2003.
He first aimed to be a medic, but
did not graduate from a training
program at Fort Sam Houston in
Texas, according to records in the
Army Training Requirements and
Resource System, Mingledorff
said. He was “recycled,” or al-
lowed to repeat the training
course — but again did not gradu-
ate, she said, citing the records.

In 2004, Merritt transferred to
the 305th Military Intelligence
Battalion, the records show. He
had a spot reserved in an elec-
tronic intercept analyst course
with the 305th, but records show
he did not meet the prerequisites
and was dropped from the pro-
gram, Mingledorff said.

Merritt’s military separation
papers show that he completed
three education courses — two
involving work on wheeled vehi-
cles and one on leadership.

Merritt told The Post he com-
pleted the medic and intelligence
trainings as well. He said that for
both programs, the particular ca-
reer path he was studying for
changed by the time his training
ended. He maintained that this
pattern left him in a sort of
military bureaucratic limbo, in
the service but without a specific
job until he became a wheeled
vehicle mechanic in 2005.

He provided a document la-
beled “unofficial transcript” that
he said showed that he completed
the intelligence and medic cours-
es. Mingledorff declined to com-
ment on that document but said
the records she examined were
clear.

Army education records also
show several distance-learning
and in-person trainings over the
course of his service, many of
which were not completed, Min-
gledorff said.

He said he was unable to com-
plete some online courses while
serving overseas because of the
demands of his job.

Merritt was honorably dis-
charged from the Army in 2013,
after a decade of service, includ-
ing deployments to the wars in
Iraq in 2005-2006 and Afghani-
stan in 2009-2010, according to

his separation papers. His com-
mendations included the Combat
Action Badge, which is author-
ized for soldiers who are “present
and actively engaging or being
engaged by the enemy, and per-
forming satisfactorily in accor-
dance with prescribed rules of
engagement.”

Merritt told The Post he left the
military because he had had
reached a “retention control
point” and was unlikely to be
promoted. Under Army rules, sol-
diers are only permitted to serve a
certain number of years at a
particular rank.

Merritt said cybersecurity was
ahobby when he was in the Army,
and it became a profession once
he was out. He said he is neither a
Republican nor a Democrat but a
“Constitutionalist” who is just
trying to do his part to ensure fair
elections in the United States.
“Right now, you’re looking at two
political parties that — all they
care about is power, they don’t
care about people,” he said. “I
swore my life to my Constitution,
and that’s what I keep it at.”

He used his GI Bill funds to
study network security adminis-
tration at ITT Tech in Arlington,
Tex. He said he earned an associ-
ate degree from the school, part of
a nationwide chain of for-profit
colleges that shut down in 2016.

He went on to intern and work
in several positions related to
cybersecurity, he said. In 2017, he
joined a small Dallas-area firm
called Allied Special Operations
Group, where Ramsland says he
is part of the management team.

Merritt said it was there that he
began to work on election secu-
rity and came to believe the sys-
tem was rife with vulnerabilities.
Soon, he said, he was a frequent
guest in right-wing videos, ap-
pearing under the pseudonym
“Jekyll,” in shadow and with his
voice disguised as he warned that
the U.S. election system was vul-
nerable to being corrupted on a
massive scale.

In 2018, he said, he helped
investigate what he described as
suspected fraud in races affecting
five candidates, including former
Kentucky governor Matt Bevin
(R) and former Texas congress-

man Pete Sessions (R). Merritt
said he found many elections-re-
lated companies plagued by vul-
nerabilities.

Bevin did not respond to a
request for comment.

In a phone interview, Sessions
described Merritt as a “top, top
computer forensic expert.”

After Sessions spent two dec-
ades in Congress, his 2018 loss to
Democrat Colin Allred, a former
professional football player, was
viewed by some on election-
-conspiracy sites as implausible.
Merritt said he worked behind
the scenes, conducting election-
fraud analysis. Sessions would
not disclose Merritt’s precise
work or whether he was paid, but
said of Merritt: “He may have
been involved in certain elements
of that. It is true there were
people who were aware of those
things.”

Sessions won a comeback vic-
tory in November and will return
to Congress next year. He said he
was unswayed by the Army’s dis-
closure that Merritt had never
completed electronic intelligence
training.

“Get the best computer expert
you know, have him call and
query Josh. Josh will run circles
around that person,” Sessions
said.

No charges were brought in
connection with these allega-
tions, Merritt said.

Merritt formed his own firm,
Cyberoptyx, in 2019. He said the
company — which consists of
himself and a handful of contrac-
tors — specializes in building
“cyberinfrastructure” such as
making websites and setting up
servers. It also does 3-D printing.

Merritt said he became in-
volved in the Powell litigation
through Ramsland. Ramsland
has also submitted affidavits as
part of Powell’s lawsuits, includ-
ing one that drew attention for
mistakenly using voting data
from Minnesota to allege evi-
dence of voter fraud in Michigan.

Merritt said he provides infor-
mation to Powell’s legal team
through intermediaries he knows
only by username. He said he is
not being paid for his work on the
case.

Ramsland did not respond to
messages left at his home or on a
cellphone registered in his name.

Merritt said he had sought to
stay anonymous because he
feared for the safety of his family
ifhis name became known. Some-
one came up with his pseudonym
based on the spider-like shape of
the diagrams in his declaration,
he said.

His name slipped into the
court record, though little no-
ticed, on Nov. 25. The Powell team
filed a carefully redacted declara-
tion from its secret witness, but a
bookmark in the file uploaded to
the court’s computer system was
visible: “Declaration of JOSHUA
MERRITT”

“One jackwagon forgot to clear
out the data. I was really pissed,”
Merritt said. “The guy was like,
‘T'm sorry;, and I was like, ‘Well,
you know, that and a bag of chips
will still leave me hungry.” ”

On Wednesday night, after a
Reuters reporter tweeted about
that flub and drew widespread
attention to his name, Merritt
was bracing for what might come.

“This is not the 15 minutes I
wanted,” he said.

emma.brown@uwashpost.com
aaron.davis@washpost.com
alice.crites@washpost.com

Aaron Schaffer, Aaron Blake, Dan
Lamothe and Dalton Bennett
contributed.
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High court dismisses Tex. eflort to overturn Biden’s win

COURT FROM A1

After Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg died in September, Trump
said that filling the seat was essen-
tial because of the possibility of
litigation that might end in a tie.
Justice Amy Coney Barrett was
confirmed in a party-line vote by
the Republican-controlled Senate
to replace Ginsburg.

In a case earlier this week, the
court, in a one-sentence order,
turned down a plea from Republi-
can congressional candidates to
overturn the results in Pennsylva-
nia. Barrett took part in the case,
but neither she nor fellow Trump
appointees Neil M. Gorsuch or
Brett M. Kavanaugh noted any
objection.

Trump did not immediately
comment on the court’s action,
either on Twitter or at a holiday
party Friday night at the White
House. The crowd was told he was
not coming downstairs, according
to one attendee.

Trump has refused to acknowl-
edge defeat, instead embarking on
a noisy campaign to discredit the
election. He has made unproved
allegations of corruption and elec-
toral rigging in states he lost. And
he has made unsubstantiated as-
sertions of illegal voting; votes
being switched by computer soft-
ware; and rampant fraud.

None have come close to being
proved, and Attorney General Wil-
liam P. Barr said U.S. attorneys
and FBI agents running down spe-
cific complaints and information
“have not seen fraud on a scale
that could have effected a different
outcome in the election.”

Legal efforts by Trump and his
allies filed in states he lost have
been stunningly unsuccessful —
one minor win compared with
more than 50 losses in state and
federal courts at both the trial and
appellate levels.

Inonecasethatreached the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 3rd Cir-
cuit, the rejection was delivered by
ajudge Trump had nominated.

“Free, fair elections are the life-
blood of our democracy. Charges
of unfairness are serious,” wrote
Judge Stephanos Bibas. “But call-
ing an election unfair does not
make it so. Charges require specif-
ic allegations and then proof.”

Lawsuits continue around the
country, and Trump’s personal
lawyer Rudolph W. Giuliani said
on Newsmazx, “We’re not finished,
believe me.” But the Texas case was
the one upon which the president
and his allies had pinned their
hopes, and time is almost up.

The election results have been
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Flag-waving Trump supporters rally in front of the Supreme Court building in Washington on Friday. The court rejected a lawsuit filed by the Texas attorney general and
joined by multiple other Republican attorneys general and more than 100 House Republicans seeking to invalidate Joe Biden’s election victory in four battleground states.

certified in each state, and the
electoral college is to meet Mon-
day. Biden has 306 electoral votes,
exactly the number Trump had
when he was elected in 2016. But
while Trump lost the popular vote
then, Biden has an advantage of
more than 7 million votes.

Texas, led by Attorney General
Ken Paxton (R), a Trump partisan,
tried to maneuver around the low-
er-court losses by filing directly
with the Supreme Court. States
suing other states are allowed to
ask the court to take up such cases,
although the court sometimes
does not grant permission.

Paxton said, “It is unfortunate
that the Supreme Court decided
not to take this case and deter-
mine the constitutionality of these
four states’ failure to follow feder-

al and state election law.”

Texas alleged that actions by
state officials in Pennsylvania,
Georgia, Michigan and Wisconsin
violated the Constitution and di-
luted the impact of Texas votes.

Its major complaint was that
state officials and courts in those
states had changed election pro-
cedures to make it easier to vote by
mail or other methods. It said
those changes violated the Consti-
tution’s direction that “the legisla-
ture” of each state set voting pro-
cedures.

It asked the justices to block
those states from casting their
combined 62 electoral votes for
Biden and order the state legisla-
tures, all Republican-controlled,
to appoint new electors or none at
all. That would require the court

to set aside the results in those
states, which Biden won by a com-
bined 300,000 votes.

Trump asked to intervene in the
suit, and 17 attorneys general from
states where Trump won joined in
— even though some had voting
procedures altered by state offi-
cials or courts in those states. A
majority of House Republicans
urged the Supreme Court to take
the case.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D-Calif.) said the Supreme Court
was right to dismiss the “extreme,
unlawful and undemocratic GOP
lawsuit” and that the 126 congres-
sional Republicans who endorsed
it “brought dishonor to the
House.”

The targeted states responded
in blistering briefs, with Pennsyl-

vania Attorney General Josh Sha-
piro calling the Texas suit a “sedi-
tious abuse of the judicial proc-
ess.”

Wisconsin Attorney General
Joshua L. Kaul (D) said that agree-
ing to the Texas request would
thrust the Supreme Court into the
political sphere in a way never
imagined.

“If Texas’s theory of injury were
accepted, it would be too easy to
reframe virtually any election or
voting rights dispute as implicat-
ing injuries to a state and thereby
invoke this court’s original juris-
diction,” he wrote.

“New York or California could
sue Texas or Alabama in this court
over their felon-disenfranchise-
ment policies. Garden-variety
election disputes would soon

come to the court in droves,” he
wrote.

The states said Texas’s claims
were hypocritical and cynical. Al-
though Texas said in a filing that it
“does not ask this court to reelect
President Trump,” the suit does
not ask the court to discount the
votes in any state Trump won
where state officials and courts
had altered voting procedures be-
cause of the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

Among those states are Texas
itself, where the governor made
changes.

The case is Texas v. Pennsyloa-
nia.

robert.barnes @washpost.com

Josh Dawsey contributed to this
report.

Losses mounting for
Tex. attorney general

BY ARELIS R. HERNANDEZ
AND MARIA SACCHETTI

SAN ANTONIO — The Texas attor-
ney general who tried to orches-
trate President Trump’s last stand
spent most of his career under
indictment for state securities
fraud, but his closeness to the
president had buffed that tarnish.
Trump listens to Ken Paxton. He
called so often the White House
once caught him in the shower.
And the state attorney general
had the digits to call him back.

Paxton’s star seemed ascen-
dant as he positioned himself as
one of Trump’s biggest allies, will-
ing to fight legal battles on sanc-
tuary cities, the Affordable Care
Act and now the outcome of the
presidential election. But the
shadows over Texas’s folksy attor-
ney general have been growing
longer. Trump has lost the elec-
tion. Paxton’s last-gasp effort to
overturn the outcome via the U.S.
Supreme Court has failed. His top
deputies recently reported him to
the FBI for alleged crimes such as
bribery. And the Associated Press
has reported that he cheated on
his wife, Angela Paxton, who is a
Republican state senator in Tex-
as.

Paxton, a tea party darling
known as a shrewd politician, did
not respond to requests for com-
ment, but he appeared cheerful
Thursday as he spoke to a con-
servative commentator on You-
Tube before heading into the Oval
Office to talk about his petition
seeking to dismiss the election
results.

“It’s our last chance, and it may
be our last chance forever,” Pax-
ton said in an interview with
conservative commentator Ste-
ven Crowder. “Because if this gets
set this way, I mean, we may
never have elections again that
we can count on.”

After he spoke, the Austin
American-Statesman reported
that FBI agents served at least
one subpoena at his office 1,500
miles away. The FBI declined to
comment.

In a news release, Paxton had
alleged that the battleground

states of Pennsylvania, Wiscon-
sin, Michigan and Georgia —
where President-elect Joe Biden’s
victories had swung the election
— “exploited the COVID-19 pan-
demic to justify ignoring federal
and state election laws and un-
lawfully enacting last-minute
changes, thus skewing the results
of the 2020 General Election.”

Among the claims: Republi-
cans were blocked from challeng-
ing ballots, poll workers cheered
when observers were ejected, and
equipment was missing, stolen or
left unattended. Trump’s lawsuits
in those states already had failed.
The Supreme Court ruled Friday
that it would not hear arguments.

Democrats and some Republi-
cans had condemned Paxton’s
lawsuit — one he began alone
before other GOP-led states and
dozens of members of Congress
agreed to join him — saying it was
endangering democracy. Rep.
Chip Roy (R), who was Paxton’s
top lieutenant before resigning in
2016, has called on him to resign.

Paxton’s move frayed the often-
cordial relationship among attor-
neys general, usually serious-
minded lawyers doing the peo-
ple’s work: Republicans and
Democrats have joined forces
against Big Tobacco, banking and
in antitrust probes into Google.
Paxton, the top prosecutor in one
of the largest U.S. states, was
among 48 attorneys general join-
ing in the antitrust lawsuit
against Facebook.

But critics view Paxton as
Trump’s “gun for hire,” said Sean
Rankin, executive director of the
Democratic Attorneys General
Association. Paxton has fought to
endthe Affordable Care Act,
which provides health care to
low-income families, and he went
to court to block El Paso County
from imposing a lockdown as the
coronavirus engulfed it. He also
fought to stop the expansion of
mail-in voting.

“He’s politically expedient,”
Rankin said. “The lawsuits he
files, the decisions he makes, how
he runs this office — it’s not based
upon being the people’s lawyer.
... They’re no longer doing the
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Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton waits at Love Field in Dallas on June 28. He has positioned himself
as one of the president’s biggest allies, but his efforts to overturn the election have failed.

people’s will. They’re doing the
will of extreme elements in the
Republican Party”

Paxton, 57, spent much of his
childhood in California — his
father was in the Air Force — and
went to college in Texas and then
law school at the University of
Virginia. He later returned to
Texas, north of Dallas, and won
election in a deeply conservative,
affluent, mostly White area, first
to the state House of Representa-
tives and then the Senate.

In 2014, he won the first of his
two terms as state attorney gener-
al, calling himself “a conserva-
tive, stalwart leader with a deep
passion and respect for our U.S.
Constitution.”

“He is known for his principled
and uncompromising devotion to
America’s founding values,” his
campaign website says.

Months after taking office in
2015, a county grand jury indicted
Paxton on criminal charges of
acting as an unregistered invest-
ment adviser and securities
fraud. As a member of the Texas
House, he had voted for the bill
that made such activities felo-
nies; he has pleaded not guilty.

Details emerged in a federal
civil case brought against him by
the U.S. Securities and Exchange

Commission. He allegedly raised
$84.0,000 from friends, business
associates, clients and investors
for a computer hardware compa-
ny that claimed to have invented
a “revolutionary new server,’
without telling investors that he
was being compensated for pro-
moting the stock, according to
federal court records.

Paxton pitched it as “a great
company,” though he had not
investigated it, court records said.
In one late-night phone call, he
persuaded one skeptic to change
their mind and pitch in $150,000.

U.S. District Judge Amos L.
Mazzant III in Texas dismissed
the case in 2017 because he said
Paxton had no legal obligation to
make the disclosures.

“The question before the Court
is not whether Paxton should
have disclosed his compensation
arrangement but whether Paxton
had a legal duty under federal
securities law to disclose,” wrote
Mazzant, an appointee of Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Paxton has cast the allegations
against him as a witch hunt moti-
vated by more moderate factions
of the state Republican Party. He
has been backed by ultraconser-
vative, wealthy donors as well as
U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.).

State prosecutors noted Paxton
did not contest a 2014 civil fine of
$1,000 and a reprimand from the
Texas State Securities Board.

“We've alleged that it was
knowing and intentional. It
wasn’t an accident,” said special
prosecutor Kent Schaffer.

Paxton’s defense attorney Phil-
ip Hilder was blunt: “Paxton is
innocent of these allegations.”

The alleged offenses took place
when Paxton was a state repre-
sentative, years before he would
become attorney general.

Now, as the state’s top prosecu-
tor, Paxton has assembled a stel-
lar team of respected litigators
and investigators and has taken
aim at what they see as the
excesses of the executive branch
in Washington. Buoyed by a pow-
erful political action committee,
Empower Texans, Paxton went
after election fraud, Planned Par-
enthood and voting rights.

Trump’s election elevated his
status even more. Paxton talked
to the president and visited often,
at least once a month.

“I’ve been around him a lot,”
Paxton said in mid-February on a
Texas podcast called “Y’all-itics,”
a riff on the Texas drawl. “I'm
unexpectedly surprised at my ac-
cess and how much I've been able

to work with him and, if I have
issues, how many times I’ve con-
vinced him to side with us some-
times in opposition to some of his
own White House counsel.”

But in Texas, his reputation
struggled. He won reelection by
just three percentage points in
2018.

Then members of his prized
legal team signed a letter saying
they had reported Paxton to the
authorities for potential crimes
such as “improper influence,
abuse of office and bribery” They
alleged that Paxton abused his
office and cut deals on behalf of a
political donor, Austin real estate
developer Nate Paul, who did not
respond to questions from The
Washington Post. The AP report-
ed that Paul had hired, on Pax-
ton’s recommendation, a former
state Senate aide with whom Pax-
ton had had an affair.

Several of the letter-signers
then filed a whistleblower lawsuit
alleging that Paxton retaliated
against them, badmouthing them
and firing most of his critics. The
lawsuit alleges that Paul had bad
business deals, bankruptcies and
was under FBI investigation, and
Paxton sought to help him, inter-
fering with public-records re-
quests and a lawsuit.

The lawsuit called Paxton’s al-
leged behavior “increasingly
reckless, bold, and apparent” and
said the staff was “increasingly
concerned that Paxton was be-
coming “less rational in his deci-
sion-making.”

Paxton has flatly denied his
former legal team’s allegations
and said they were “rogue” em-
ployees.

During a podcast at an Austin
dive bar in February, Paxton said
he thought Trump would win the
election. His name had been men-
tioned as a possibility for U.S.
attorney general, but he brushed
that aside, saying “you just never
know what’s going to happen.”

“Almost every politician I
know thinks they’re going to be
here forever,” he said on “Y’all-it-
ics” “And the reality is most of
them leave before they think
they’re going to because of finan-
cial issues, or they get beat, or
they have health issues or person-
al issues, whatever they are.”

arelis.hernandez @washpost.com

maria.sacchetti@washpost.com

Sacchetti reported from Washington.
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Trump hasn’t repeated — or reversed — his veto threats

DEFENSE FROM A1l

down from his pledges to block
the legislation’s progress, argu-
ing that the military operations
and other programs the bill au-
thorizes are too important to
jeopardize.

Only 47 Republicans heeded
Trump’s calls to vote down the
defense bill this week: seven
senators and 40 members of the
House, which passed the bill
Tuesday by a vote of 335 to 78.
The president has not publicly
repeated his promise since law-
makers approved the legislation.

But he also has not rescinded
his numerous veto threats, leav-
ing Congress in a holding pattern
as lawmakers wait to see what
the tempestuous president will
do.

Once Congress formally deliv-
ers the bill to the White House,
Trump has 10 days — excluding
Sundays — to decide whether he
will sign or veto the legislation. If
he does neither, and Congress is
still in session, the bill automati-
cally becomes law.

If the president runs out the
clock, the final decision could
come on or around Christmas,
making the defense bill the latest
reason lawmakers may have to
work through the holidays. Con-
gressional leaders have already
been considering keeping the
legislature in session to force a
resolution to the months-long
negotiations over another coro-
navirus relief package as the
country heads into the worst
throes of the pandemic.

The president’s veto threats
have been hanging over the bi-
partisan defense bill since the
summer, when each chamber
voted on separate versions of the
legislation that were later recon-
ciled through negotiations.

At first, Trump focused his ire
on provisions requiring the Pen-
tagon to change the names of
installations = commemorating
Confederate leaders within a

[N A
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President Trump’s complaints about the defense authorization bill have shifted over several months. First he threatened a veto because the
bill would require the renaming of military bases that honor Confederates; then he said it should repeal protections for tech companies.

limited time frame, insisting
they be stripped out even as his
allies pleaded with him not to
hold up the defense bill for a
matter that, they argued to him,
would put him on the wrong side
of history.

In recent weeks, Trump shift-
ed his attention, demanding that

the bill include a repeal of Sec-
tion 230 of the Communications
Decency Act, an unrelated law
that shields technology compa-
nies from legal liability for con-
tent posted by third-party users
on their websites.

The president’s fixation on
Section 230 reflects the White

House’s war with Facebook,
Google and Twitter over allega-
tions that they are biased against
conservatives — claims that the
three tech giants deny.
Lawmakers ignored both of
Trump’s demands in the final
bill, which contains many other
rebukes of his tenure as com-

mander in chief.

The defense bill would restrict
the president’s emergency au-
thority to redirect military con-
struction funds, setting a limit of
$100 million per year for domes-
tic projects — a retort to Trump’s
moves to repurpose billions in
such funds for his border wall

project.

The bill would also curb the
administration’s ability to reduce
troop levels in Germany, South
Korea and Afghanistan without
making significant justifications
to Congress. While the provi-
sions will pose a longer-term
constraint on President-elect Joe
Biden, they are a direct answer to
Trump’s past efforts to withdraw
U.S. forces from various theaters,
over the objections of leaders in
his own party.

But those provisions upset
Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky), who
staged a procedural protest of
the Senate bill this week to make
the point that the president
ought to have the right “to end a
war, not just to start wars.”

Paul’s protest initially stirred
alarm, as senators worried that
the delay on the defense bill
would have a domino effect and
waylay a necessary vote on a
one-week deal to temporarily
replenish the federal budget,
which was otherwise set to ex-
pire Friday at midnight. But Paul
relented late Friday morning,
saying he had no intention of
causing a government shut-
down. Congress passed the budg-
et bill, and Trump signed it late
Friday.

Trump and his advisers have
also objected to the limitations
on troop reductions, listing those
earlier this week as one of several
reasons the president would re-
ject the bill. It is not clear if their
silence since the bill passed is an
indication that the president will
abandon his protest and sign the
measure.

The defense bill has been
ultimately signed into law for
each of the past 59 years, a streak
that no longer appears to be in
jeopardy after this week’s votes.
But if the president vetoes the
legislation, it is likely to still
make history as the first time in
those years that the defense bill
became law via a veto override.

karoun.demirjian @washpost.com

Pelosi accuses GOP of
‘subverting’ Constitution

More lawmakers backed
failed attempt to undo
Biden’s win in high court

BY MIKE DEBONIS
AND JOHN WAGNER

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi ac-
cused House Republicans of “sub-
verting the Constitution”in ascath-
ing broadside Friday issued after
the top Republican leader and the
brother of Vice President Pence
joined 124 other GOP members in
supporting a bid to effectively re-
verse the results of the presidential
election in the Supreme Court.

Pelosi (D-Calif.) wrotein aletterto
Democratic colleagues that Republi-
cans are “engaged in election sub-
version that imperils our democra-
cy” and called the GOP-backed law-
suit “an act of flailing GOP despera-
tion”

Late Friday, the Supreme Court
rejected the long-shot Texas bid to
overturn Democrat Joe Biden’s
win.

The letter is a rhetorical escala-
tion for Pelosi, who had largely dis-
missed Republican efforts to undo
the results of the Nov. 3 presidential
election as a pointless sideshow. It
also comes as the questioning of the
election outcome approaches the

Capitol itself: On Jan. 6, lawmakers
will meet to formally count the elec-
toral college votes and ratify the re-
sults.

“As members of Congress, we
take a solemn oath to support and
defend the Constitution,” Pelosi
wrote. “Republicans are subvert-
ing the Constitution by their reck-
less and fruitless assault on our
democracy which threatens to se-
riously erode public trust in our
most sacred democratic institu-
tions, and to set back our progress
on the urgent challenges ahead.”

The decision by House Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.),
Rep. Greg Pence (R-Ind.) and the
other Republicans to publicly sup-
port the Texas lawsuit to invali-
date millions of votes in four states
underscores the deep institution-
al backing that President Trump
enjoys from GOP officeholders in
his quest to overturn the election
based on unfounded claims of
rampant voter fraud.

While some Republican mem-
bers of Congress have pushed back
on Trump, the broad support for
the House brief — 126 of the 196-
member GOP House conference —
suggests that Biden will take office
in January with a significant mi-
nority of the 535-member House
and Senate openly questioning his
legitimacy.

The lawsuit filed by attorneys
general in Texas and more than a

AL DRAGO/BLOOMBERG NEWS

House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) backs President
Trump’s court efforts during a news conference Thursday.

dozen other states asked the court
to dismiss results in Pennsylvania,
Michigan, Wisconsin and Georgia
— swing states Trump won in 2016
and Biden carried in 2020 — an
effort Trump championed.

Pennsylvania, in its response
filed with the court, called it a “sedi-
tious abuse of the judicial process”
and called on the justices to “send a
clear and unmistakable signal that
such abuse must never be replicat-
ed”

The House Republicans’ filing
claimed that because “the uncon-
stitutional irregularities involved
in the 2020 presidential election
cast doubt upon its outcome and
the integrity of the American sys-
tem of elections,” the Supreme
Court must step in, after the fact,
to declare voting arrangements in

those five states unconstitutional
and disallow millions of ballots.

The court’s unsigned order Fri-
day was short: “Texas has not
demonstrated a judicially cogni-
zable interest in the manner in
which another state conducts its
elections. All other pending mo-
tions are dismissed as moot.”

The names of McCarthy and
Rep. Pence were added to a prior
list of 106 who signed onto an
amicus brief Thursday. The orga-
nizer of the brief, Rep. Mike John-
son (R-La.), said the additional
names had been left off Thursday
because of a “clerical error.”

In fact, some of the lawmakers
simply joined after the fact. McCar-
thy spokeswoman Michele Exner
said the GOP leader decided to join
the filing after speaking to Johnson

Thursday night. She also pointed to
comments he made at a Thursday
news conference expressing sup-
port for Trump’s court efforts.

“The president has the right for
every legal challenge to be heard,”
he said. “He has the right to go to
the Supreme Court with it.”

Biden won the election with 306
electoral college votes to Trump’s 232,
and he leads the national popular
vote by more than 7 million. There
has been no evidence of widespread
fraud in the election, and last week
Attorney General William P. Barrsaid
the Justice Department has found no
evidence of widespread fraud that
would overturn Biden’s victory.

The growing support among
the GOP for the radical effort to
undo Biden’s win has alarmed and
infuriated Democrats, who are ac-
cusing Trump’s congressional dev-
otees of eroding the foundations
of American democracy.

One Democrat, Rep. Bill Pas-
crell Jr. of New Jersey, went so far
Friday as to call on Pelosi to refuse
to seat any member who signed
the filing backing the Texas suit.

“Stated simply, men and women
who would act to tear the United
States government apart cannot
serve as members of the Congress,’
he wrote in a letter to Pelosi, calling
the lawsuits challenging the elec-
tion attacks on “the text and spirit
of the Constitution, which each
Member swears to support and de-
fend.”

Presidential electors in each
state are set to cast votes Monday,
thus making Biden’s victory offi-
cial. But Congress has the subse-
quent ministerial duty of accept-
ing those votes — and entertain-

ing any challenges to their legiti-
macy — at a Jan. 6 joint session
with Vice President Pence presid-
ing.

GOP lawmakers’ broad buy-in
to Trump’s effort to overturn the
election all but guarantees an ef-
fort to once again cast doubt on
Biden’s victory despite the gaping
lack of evidence and the string of
court rebukes that has greeted
every effort to question the result.

McCarthy on Thursdaylaughed
when he was asked if he planned
to challenge the electoral college
tally in January but did not give a
firm answer to the question. Oth-
ers, including members of a fer-
vently pro-Trump House Freedom
Caucus, have made clear they will
seek to lodge such a challenge.

Under federal law, however,
they will need to win support from
atleast one senator to force amore
extended debate on whether any
state’s electors ought to be ques-
tions. No Republican senator has
yet said they will do so, although
several have not ruled it out.

Even if a senator were to join a
House member to sustain a chal-
lenge, it is unlikely the challenge
would succeed in a vote of the
Democratic House and a narrowly
divided Senate, where several Re-
publicans have been sharply criti-
cal of the unprecedented effort to
overturn a presidential election.

“I don’t think that’s a good
idea,” Sen. John Cornyn (R-Tex.)
said this week.

mike.debonis@washpost.com
Jjohn.wagner@washpost.com

Felicia Sonmez contributed to this
report.

As part of defense-spending bill, Congress bans anonymous shell companies

BY JEANNE WHALEN

A groundbreaking measure to
end the creation of anonymous
shell companies in the United
States cleared Congress on Friday
as the Senate joined the House in
passing a defense-spending bill
with a veto-proof margin.

The Corporate Transparency
Act, which was tacked onto the
defense bill, would require corpo-
rations and limited liability com-
panies established in the United
States to disclose their real owners
to the Treasury Department, mak-
ing it harder for criminals to
anonymously launder money or
evade taxes. The rule applies to
future and existing entities alike.

The measure passed the Senate
with an 84-to-13 vote as part of the
National Defense Authorization
Act, which cleared the House ear-
lier this week. Trump pledged to
veto the defense bill — one of few
laws that passes every year — be-
cause it doesn’t include his de-
mand to repeal liability protec-
tions for social media companies.
Trump also opposes a clause that

orders military bases named for
Confederate leaders to be re-
named.

The ban on anonymous shell
companies was years in the mak-
ing, as supporters slowly built a
coalition of Democrats, Republi-
cans, law-enforcement officials
and even business groups that
originally opposed the idea, such
asthe U.S. Chamber of Commerce.

“We are on the verge of celebrat-
ing the most significant
anti-money-laundering victory in
a generation due in large part to
the widespread and growing sup-
port for reform,” said Clark Gas-
coigne, senior policy adviser at the
FACT Coalition, an alliance of an-
ti-corruption groups that helped
push for the legislation.

Nearly 2 million corporations
and limited liability companies
are registered each year in the
United States, at the state level.
Few states today require compa-
nies to disclose their true owners,
with Delaware and a few others
turning the registration of anony-
mous companies into big busi-
ness.

That’s one reason the
UXK.-based Tax Justice Network
has named the United States the
globe’s second most financially se-
cretive jurisdiction, behind the
Cayman Islands and ahead of
Switzerland.

Delaware Secretary of State Jef-
frey Bullock last year endorsed the
Corporate Transparency Act, call-
ing it a “fair, bipartisan compro-
mise” that would make it the fed-
eral government’s responsibility
to collect the ownmership data,
which he said was better than a
“piecemeal” state-by-state ap-
proach.

Tolerance of anonymous shell
companies has long helped drug-
and human- traffickers, organized
crime groups and foreign Kklepto-
crats launder their ill-gotten gains
through the U.S. financial system,
supporters of the legislation say. It
took Michael Cohen, President
Trump’s former lawyer, only a few
days to set up and use an anony-
mous Delaware LLC to pay hush
money to Stormy Daniels, in viola-
tion of campaign finance laws.

Rep. Carolyn B. Maloney

(D-N.Y.), who introduced the legis-
lation to the House in 2009, and
continued resubmitting it each
year, said U.S. shell companies
have helped corrupt foreign lead-
ers and criminals anonymously
buy luxury real estate in her dis-
trict, which includes Manhattan.

“If you drive through my dis-
trict at night you will find a lot of
apartment buildings with abso-
lutely no lights on,” Maloney said
during a news conference this
week to mark the House passage.
“They were purchased purely to
hide money and act as a bank
account.”

The new law requires anyone
registering a new company to dis-
close the name, address and date
of birth of the real owners, and an
identification number for each
owner, such as a driver’s license or
passport number.

Anyone willfully providing
false information, including law-
yers helping with corporate-
registration paperwork, will be li-
able for fines of up to $10,000 and
prison terms of up to two years.

The Treasury Department’s Fi-

nancial Crimes Enforcement Net-
work will collect the data and pro-
vide ownership details to law-en-
forcement agencies and banks
upon request.

The legislation has limitations.
The general publicwon’thave access
to the ownership data, a disappoint-
ment to anti-corruption campaign-
ers, who say public scrutiny would
help combat criminal activity.

Bullock, the Delaware secretary
of state, said these limits on access
to the data were one reason the
state supported the legislation.

In some cases, allied nations
will be able to request ownership
details to aid their own investiga-
tions, said Gary Kalman, director
of the U.S. office of Transparency
International, a big backer of the
legislation.

In another transparency set-
back, the law also exempts some
entities from the disclosure re-
quirements, including domestic
investment funds that are advised
and operated by a registered in-
vestment adviser. Gascoigne said
that exemption was the result of
lobbying by the private-equity and

hedge-fund sectors.

The database is likely to help
prosecutors nationwide build cases
against criminal groups, said Frank
Russo, director of government and
legislative affairs at the National
District Attorneys Association.

The banking industry became
an important supporter of the leg-
islation in recent years, after real-
izing it would help banks identify
the real owners of all accounts, as
required under Obama-era regu-
lation.

The legislation will give banks
access to the Treasury ownership
database to verify information on
new customers requesting ac-
counts.

Other developed nations are
also cracking down on anony-
mous shell companies, respond-
ing to fears about terrorist financ-
ing, and public outrage about cor-
ruption and tax evasion. The Euro-
pean Unioninstructed all member
countries to create public databas-
es by 2020 that disclose compa-
nies’ true owners. Britain mandat-
ed the same in 2016.

Jeanne.whalen@uwashpost.com
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A doctor who puts

the patient at the
center of medicine
Now puts the
nation there.

America, meet Dr. Rochelle Walensky,
new director of the CDC.

Dr. Walensky, Chief of Infectious Diseases at Massachusetts
General Hospital, took the Hippocratic Oath at the height of the
HIV/AIDS crisis and dedicated her career to fighting infectious
diseases. Now she takes an oath to protect the nation’s health
at the height of COVID-19. Her patients and colleagues at Mass
General Brigham—where the brightest minds, leading-edge
research and the most advanced procedures and innovation
are focused on changing our world—congratulate her.

Mass General Brigham
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U.S. recognition of Morocco’s claim is a portent of lension

In the Western Sahara,
solo support bucks U.N.

resolution on residents

BY SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN

CAIRO — President Trump’s deci-
sion to recognize Morocco’s
claims over the disputed Western
Sahara threatens to fire up exist-
ing tensions in the region and
deprive hundreds of thousands of
the territory’s inhabitants of their
right to self-determination.

It also, once again, pits the
United States against most of the
world.

In exchange for Morocco’s
agreement to begin normalizing
ties with Israel, the United States
on Thursday became the first and
only major power to recognize
Moroccan sovereignty over the
Western Sahara region — an act
that Morocco has sought for
years.

For the Moroccans, U.S. recog-
nition is a Kkey first step in per-
suading other major powers, in-
cluding the European Union,
Russia and China, to do the same,
analysts said.

“What this does is it adds a
major world power in support of
Morocco’s claims, which is some-
thing that Morocco has lacked
until now,” said Samia Errazzou-
ki, a former Moroccan journalist
and current doctoral candidate
who closely tracks the Western
Sahara issue. “That is something
that Morocco will likely use in
future diplomatic engagements
with other countries.”

But getting more nations to
recognize  Morocco’s claims
means going against U.N. resolu-
tions that give the Western Saha-
ra’s indigenous Sahrawi people
and the Polisario Front, the pro-
independence rebel movement
fighting on their behalf, claims to
the region. Today, 38 nations,
mostly in Africa and Latin Ameri-
ca, recognize or maintain diplo-
matic ties with the Sahrawi Dem-
ocratic Arab Republic, which be-
came a member of the African
Union in 1984.

“This will have no effect what-
soever on the legal nature of our
question,” said Sidi Omar, the
Polisario Front’s U.N. representa-
tive, referring to the U.S. recogni-
tion. “The United Nations doesn’t
recognize Morocco’s sovereignty.”

The U.S. decision comes amid
rising tensions between Moroc-
can security forces and the Polisa-
rio Front, which is backed by
neighboring Algeria. Last month,
the rebels ended a 29-year-old
cease-fire and declared a state of
war after they accused Morocco
of launching military operations
in a buffer zone in the Western
Sahara. Morocco said it acted
because the rebels were allegedly
stopping people and goods, and
harassing UN. peacekeeping
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A pickup truck passes by a hilltop manned by Moroccan soldiers on a road between Morocco and Mauritania at Guerguerat, in the Western Sahara, on Nov. 23

troops, which the United Nations
later denied.

On Thursday, the animosity
spilled into social media, with
Omar, the Polisario envoy, declar-
ing in a blistering tweet that
Trump’s recognition “shows that
Morocco’s regime is willing to sell
its soul to maintain its illegal
occupation of parts of Western
Sahara.”

In a statement, the rebels de-
clared the agreement “a blatant
violation of the United Nations
charter and the resolutions of
international legitimacy” The
move, the group added, “ob-
structs efforts by the internation-
al community to find a solution to
the conflict.”

The Western Sahara region, a
former Spanish colony, was an-
nexed by Morocco in 1975. That
touched off a 16-year conflict
between the rebels and the Mo-
roccan government that lasted
until the United Nations bro-
kered a truce in 1991. Morocco
now controls roughly three-quar-
ters of the Western Sahara, a
stretch of territory in the coun-
try’s southwest, while the Polisa-
rio and Sahrawi Republic oversee
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The U.S. recognition was in exchange for Morocco’s move to
normalize relations with Israel. Above, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu of Israel and King Mohammed VI of Morocco.

the rest. The United Nations rec-
ognizes the entire area as a “non-
self-governing territory.”

More than 100,000 people
have fled the conflict and repres-
sion in the Western Sahara and
now live in desolate conditions as

refugees in the Algerian desert.
Many have placed their hopes on
the promise of a referendum on
independence, which the United
Nations is mandated to oversee
but has yet to take place. Their
future is now more uncertain

than ever.

With the United States wield-
ing veto power in the U.N. Secu-
rity Council, the prospects for a
referendum are even more di-
minished. And if more govern-
ments follow the U.S. stance,
international recognition of an
independent Sahrawi nation will
be elusive.

“It puts the nail in the coffin in
terms of any possible referen-
dum,” said Errazzouki. “Without
a referendum, it’s going to have
an impact on what future steps
the Polisario Front and the refu-
gees will take. And as we have
seen in the past few months, war
is not off the table.”

Tensions could spill across bor-
ders. Algeria, the rebels’ main
benefactor, has its own internal
problems to deal with, including
an economic crisis, political and
social unrest and a president who
has been hospitalized for covid-19
since late October. But the coun-
try could intervene if the Polisa-
rio Front is actively targeted.

“Morocco, emboldened by
what is clearly a U.S. endorse-
ment, will feel free to pursue its
war effort against the Polisario

Front, which may appeal for the
intervention of Algeria, its main
foreign backer,” said Hamish Kin-
near, a North Africa analyst at
Verisk Maplecroft, a political risk
consultancy, in an emailed analy-
sis.

Kinnear added that U.S. recog-
nition “is unlikely to lead to an
overnight change in the position
of major countries,” noting that
even close allies of Morocco, such
as France, agree with the United
Nations on the status of the
Western Sahara.

“Whatever other countries
choose to do, that will be their
own business,” said Omar, add-
ing: “We will continue our strug-
gle until we achieve our freedom.”

The Polisario Front, he said,
remains hopeful that the incom-
ing administration of President-
elect Joe Biden will reverse the
“decision taken by Donald
Trump, which is in violation of
basic norms of international law.”
But Kinnear and other analysts
said such a move is unlikely
because it would probably torpe-
do Morocco’s normalization with
Israel.
sudarsan.raghavan@uwashpost.com

ALBANIA

3rd day of unrest over
police curfew killing

New street clashes between
demonstrators and police
erupted in Albania’s capital
Friday, the third day of violent
protests over a man’s fatal
shooting by police enforcing a
coronavirus-linked curfew.

Defying a ban on public
gatherings ordered because of
the pandemic, hundreds of
people gathered in front of the
main government building in
Tirana and threw stones, flares
and firecrackers at police.
Officers responded with tear gas
and water cannons.

The protests, which have
triggered political tension
between the socialist
government and the main
opposition party, follow the
death of Klodian Rasha in Tirana
during curfew hours early
Tuesday. Police say he ignored
officers’ calls to stop, and ran
away.

Prime Minister Edi Rama has
apologized for what he called the
“inexplicable and completely
unreasonable” shooting, and his
interior minister resigned
Thursday.

— Associated Press

UKRAINE

ICC prosecutor to seek
probe of eastern war

The prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court
said Friday that she would seek
permission to open a formal
investigation into whether war
crimes and crimes against

DIGEST
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Abortion rights activists watch on a big screen outside the National Congress in Buenos Aires as lawmakers in Argentina’s lower
house approve a bill that would legalize elective abortions to the 14th week of pregnancy. The bill now moves to the Senate.

humanity were committed
during the Ukraine conflict.
Fatou Bensouda, whose office
has been examining possible
atrocities in the conflict in
eastern UKkraine at the invitation
of Kyiv since 2014, said she had
“reasonable basis to believe that

a broad range of conduct
constituting war crimes and
crimes against humanity have
been committed” during the
conflict.

Russia annexed Crimea in
March 2014, and fighting broke
out in eastern Ukraine the

following month between pro-
Russian rebels and Ukrainian
government forces.

Judges must agree before
Bensouda, whose term ends in
June, can open a formal
investigation.

— Reuters

MYANMAR

Rohingya woman files
claim in family death
A Rohingya woman is seeking

$2 million in compensation for
the death of her husband, who

was killed by soldiers during a
2017 military crackdown in
western Myanmar, lawyers said.

The nonprofit Legal Action
Worldwide (LAW) and law firm
McDermott Will & Emery said
they filed a complaint Thursday
with Myanmar’s human rights
commission on behalf of Setara
Begum, 23, whose husband,
Shoket Ullah, was killed at Inn
Din village in Rakhine state.

Her claim is the first related to
the Rohingya known to have
been filed through Myanmar’s
rights commission, LAW said.

Shoket Ullah, 35, was among
10 men and boys killed by
soldiers and villagers and buried
in a shallow grave in September
2017, a Reuters investigation
found. The military said it
sentenced the soldiers to 10 years
with hard labor, but they were
released after less than a year.

Reuters journalists Wa Lone
and Kyaw Soe Oo, who
documented the Killings, spent
over 16 months in jail after being
convicted of obtaining state
secrets. They were released in an
amnesty in May 2019.

— Reuters

Venezuela reports thwarting
refinery attack: Venezuela’s oil
minister said security forces
thwarted an attack on a key
refinery as the nation with vast
oil reserves struggles to meet its
domestic gasoline demands. Two
Venezuelans were arrested and
investigators confiscated
explosives the two planned to
use in an attack on El Palito
refinery, said Petroleum Minister
Tareck El Aissami, adding that
the men said they were taking
orders from Colombian officials.
— From news services
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TRANSFER OF POWER

THE BIDEN AGENDA VENEZUELA

With Maduro firmly in

power, U.S. has limited
options to foster change

BY KAREN DEYOUNG

In an October campaign pitch
to Venezuelan American voters
in Miami, presidential candidate
Joe Biden called President Nico-
las Maduro “a dictator, plain and
simple,” vowed to continue U.S.
sanctions against him, and said
he would increase humanitarian
spending for Venezuelans endur-
ing “enormous suffering.”

It wasn’t enough to swing the
Florida vote in his favor. After
President Trump called Biden a
“socialist” and said the Demo-
crats would turn the United
States into another Venezuela,
Venezuelan and Cuban Ameri-
can votes helped Trump win the
state.

But even though Trump has
imposed “maximum pressure”
sanctions on Maduro’s Ven-
ezuela, recognized opposition
leader Juan Guaido6 as the coun-
try’s legitimate leader, and hint-
ed at various times that he would
negotiate with Maduro or would
use the U.S. military to oust him,
his policies have accomplished
little.

Maduro remains firmly in
power, backed by Cuba, Iran,
Russia and his own country’s
military forces. The sanctions —
along with years of domestic
corruption and mismanagement
— have helped destroy Ven-
ezuela’s once-rich economy. Ven-
ezuela has become a primary
nexus for illegal narcotics flow-
ing to the United States.

In the meantime, millions
have fled the country. Those left
behind live in a virtual police
state where the level of violence
is the highest in the hemisphere,
and the level of access to suffi-
cient food and health care is
among the lowest.

The Biden administration will
be limited in what it can do to
change the situation in Ven-
ezuela anytime soon. Advisers

have said that Biden does not
plan to lift sanctions or U.S.
indictments against Maduro and
a long list of his cronies and
officials.

Instead, he wants to increase
pressure on Maduro by broaden-
ing the circle of countries seek-
ing change in Venezuela. Trump
has criticized European govern-
ments for insufficiently cracking
down on Maduro; Biden hopes to
enlist them in a more coordinat-
ed effort to support the opposi-
tion. He has said he will increase
the United States’ profile in Latin
America overall.

Biden aides have said he will
not recognize the results of a
Dec. 6 legislative election —
arranged by Maduro to install his
own lawmakers and replace
Guaido, whose claim to be “inter-
im” president has been based on
his position as elected head of
the opposition-controlled Legis-
lative Assembly.

Even before the election, Ma-
duro had replaced the heads of
several opposition factions by
fiat, and Caracas is rife with
rumors of senior opposition fig-
ures who have sold out to the
regime.

Guaidé6 and his allies boycot-
ted the vote, which they say
was rigged, and called on Vene-
zuelans to do the same. They
have said they will remain in
office after their terms expire on
Jan. 5.

But nearly two years since
Guaido was first recognized by
the United States and dozens of
other countries in Latin Ameri-
ca, his popularity has waned, as
Maduro remained in power. The
opposition has become so frac-
tured that Guaidé’s days as its
leader may be limited no matter
what Maduro does, and it is not
clear whether any one figure has
the breadth of support to replace
him.

One of Biden’s main priorities

CAROLINA CA-BRAL/G ETTY IMAGES

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, speaking at Miraflores Government Palace in Caracas on March 12, announces restrictions on
travel and mass gatherings to try to stem the coronavirus.

The Biden Agenda: Foreign policy

President-elect Joe Biden is preparing to reverse Trump administration policies with an ambitious Day One to-do list. The Washington Post will be
examining Biden’s approach to health care, climate change, economic policy and social justice in coming weeks. Past: Immigration.

Read more about his foreign policy agenda online now at: wapo.st/biden-foreignpolicy

will be to try to unify the opposi-
tion — an uphill task that
has frustrated the Trump admin-
istration — to better position
it to confront Maduro and re-
energize its appeal to weary
and disillusioned Venezuelans.
It is they who should be nego-
tiating Maduro’s exit, Biden
aides have said, not the United
States.

Opposition leaders have said
they hear the message, and are
compiling a new agenda and

structure that will pare back
their presence overseas — where
Guaid6é has opened embassies
and appointed representatives —
and increase it in their own
country. Among the challenges
facing Biden is whether to re-
lease more money to the opposi-
tion from Venezuelan govern-
ment assets frozen in this coun-
try.

Biden has pledged to increase
assistance to neighboring coun-
tries in Latin America that are

hosting Venezuelan refugees,
and to improve the situation of
those in the United States. Al-
though Trump has offered rhe-
torical support, he has refused to
allow them the temporary pro-
tected status that would regular-
ize their presence in this country
and remove the threat of depor-
tation.

Biden’s plan to improve U.S.
relations with Cuba, reversing
Trump’s own reversal of the
Obama administration’s opening

to Havana, could also leverage
increased cooperation over Ven-
ezuela.

But neither Cuba, nor Russia
or Iran, is considered as likely to
release its Venezuelan foothold
on the South American conti-
nent. In that regard, the situa-
tion may worsen before it im-
proves, as Iranian ships and
Russian planes carrying supplies
to Venezuela continue to chal-
lenge U.S. sanctions.

karen.deyoung@washpost.com
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Mexico fast-tracks law that could limit anti-drug relations with U.S.

BY MARY BETH SHERIDAN

MEXICO CITY — Outraged by the
arrest in California of a former
defense minister, the Mexican
government is championing a
law that is likely to throttle coop-
eration with U.S. anti-drug
agents and the FBI, setting up a
potential crisis in relations as
President-elect Joe Biden pre-
pares to assume office.

The legislation has taken the
U.S. government by surprise. It
was introduced shortly after
American authorities tried to de-
fuse tensions with Mexico by
dropping drug-trafficking charg-
es against Gen. Salvador Cienfue-
gos — a highly unusual move.

But the bill is a sign of the fury
detonated in Mexico by the de-
tention of Cienfuegos in Los An-
geles in October. The legislation
was proposed by the office of
President Andrés Manuel Lopez
Obrador, whose party holds a
majority in Congress. It sailed
through the Senate on Wednes-
day night and is expected to clear
the lower house soon.

The measure would require
that Mexican federal, state and
local officials get permission
from a security panel to talk with
“foreign agents” such as those
working for the FBI or Drug
Enforcement  Administration.
The Mexican officials would be
required to provide a written
report about such meetings to the
Foreign and Public Security min-
istries. A representative of the
Foreign Ministry would have to
sit in on the sessions.

“It will dramatically change
the way Mexican law enforce-
ment and U.S. law enforcement
cooperate,” said Ana Maria Sala-
zar, a Mexico City-based security
analyst who worked in drug en-
forcement under the Clinton ad-
ministration “The extreme re-
quirements will probably para-
lyze the relationship.”

The measure could affect a
wide range of investigations —
involving drug-trafficking, mon-
ey-laundering, kidnapping and
other crimes.

U.S. agents are unlikely to
share sensitive information un-

der such conditions because it
could easily fall into the hands of
corrupt officials if distributed
widely, former officials say. “That
would compromise agents, in-
formants and investigations,’
said Mike Vigil, a former chief of
international operations for the
DEA.

U.S. Attorney General William
P. Barr said in a statement that
the Justice Department was
“troubled” by the legislation,
which he said would complicate
bilateral cooperation. “The pas-
sage of this legislation can only
benefit the violent transnational
criminal organizations and other
criminals that we are jointly
fighting,” he said.

Another department official
said the measure could have a
dramatic impact on bilateral rela-
tions. “The immediate effect is a
freeze” on sharing information,
said the official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity because
he was not authorized to give
interviews.

Drug cooperation is particu-
larly important because Mexico is

the main source of heroin and
methamphetamines in the Unit-
ed States, as well as a major
gateway for cocaine and fentanyl.

Roberto Velasco, the senior
official handling U.S. affairs at
the Foreign Ministry, said diplo-
mats had met with officials from
the State and Justice depart-
ments to explain details of the
bill. “It is in our shared interest to
continue working together on
law enforcement,” he said in a
statement.

Cienfuegos served as defense
minister from 2012 to 2018, un-
der President Enrique Pefla Nie-
to. He was charged in October in
U.S. federal court with helping
the H-2 drug cartel, based in
northwestern Mexico, to ship
heroin, cocaine and metham-
phetamines to the United States.
He pleaded not guilty. Many Mex-
icans said they believed him;
Cienfuegos was not widely per-
ceived as corrupt and had worked
on anti-drug efforts with U.S.
officials.

The detention was seen in
Mexico as a slap at the military —

which is highly regarded and has
become a central player in Lépez
Obrador’s security and infra-
structure plans. Mexico respond-
ed to the arrest by threatening to
curtail security cooperation with
the United States. The Trump
administration dropped the
charges citing “foreign policy
considerations” and sent Cien-
fuegos home. But that wasn’t the
end of the story.

Mexican officials have por-
trayed the law as necessary to
guarantee their sovereignty. “I
think there’s a national awaken-
ing” after the Cienfuegos case,
said Ricardo Monreal, a ruling-
party lawmaker who guided the
legislation through the Senate.
“We want a harmonious relation-
ship with the United States, but
not one of subordination.”

He said the language in the
legislation was originally harsh-
er. “It was moderated because the
president wants a good relation-
ship” with Washington, he said.

Foreign Ministry officials not-
ed that many parts of the legisla-
tion, such as providing only limit-

ed diplomatic immunity for for-
eign agents, are copied from bi-
lateral agreements reached years
ago. But the legislation adds new
provisions. And it is part of the
national security law, which al-
lows criminal charges — even
treason — against violators, not-
ed Jorge Lara, a former senior
Mexican justice official.

“This will result in many peo-
ple preferring not to take the
risk” of meeting with U.S. agents,
he said. “This will generate a kind
of paranoia.”

The law was introduced during
a political vacuum in the United
States, with the Trump adminis-
tration on the brink of leaving
office and a Biden team not yet
confirmed. Mexican diplomats
insist Lopez Obrador wants a
good relationship with the in-
coming U.S. leader. But Lara said
the Mexican government could
be using the measure to gain
leverage with Biden.

mary.sheridan@washpost.com

Matt Zapotosky in Washington
contributed to this report.

E.U. leaders reach
deals on climate and
economic relief plan

BY MICHAEL BIRNBAUM
AND QUENTIN ARIES

European leaders gathered in
Brussels this week ready to clash
on fundamental issues, from de-
mocracy to climate change. But
they ended a two-day summit on
Friday with a string of significant
deals, including a plan to give
unprecedented money-raising au-
thority to the European Union to
help economies struggling
through the pandemic.

Although the specter of a disor-
derly British break from the E.U.
on Dec. 31 loomed over the meet-
ing, the prime ministers and pres-
idents spent little time on it. In-
stead, they fought over a host of
other issues — and, ultimately,
struck some bargains. Along with
a $2.2 trillion spending plan that
includes an emergency pandemic
fund, leaders committed to sharp-
ly reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions within the next decade.

It was a diplomatic triumph for
German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, who intends to retire next
year after a 15-year stint as Eu-
rope’s most powerful leader. With
Germany holding the rotating
presidency of the European Coun-
cil, Merkel chaired the proceed-
ings and brokered the compro-
mise agreements — though critics
said too much was given away in
the spirit of a deal.

That the leaders met in person
in the middle of a raging pandem-
ic, despite the health concerns,
was a measure of the stakes. Vid-
eoconferencing is ill-suited for
give-and-take negotiations. Two
leaders had to skip the summit:
Croatia’s is ill with covid-19. Esto-
nia’s is self-quarantining after be-
ing exposed.

Onethingthat wasn’t so hard to
agree on: Everyone wants good
relations with the United States.
According to the official declara-

tion after the meeting, the E.U.
“looks forward to working togeth-
er with the United States, in par-
ticular to reinforce the global re-
sponse to fight the COVID-19 pan-
demic, tackle climate change, en-
hance the economic recovery,
cooperate on digital and techno-
logical matters, strengthen mu-
tual trade, address trade disputes,
reform the WTO, and promote
multilateralism as well as peace
and security.”

If only the goals were as simple
as listing them.

Money and democratic norms

The summit had the potential
to be a bitter showdown, with
Hungary and Poland threatening
to veto the emergency pandemic
fund as long as it made receiving
the money conditional on respect-
ing democratic principles.

The leaders of Hungary and
Poland have weakened the inde-
pendence of their judiciaries and
media and sidelined their politi-
cal opponents, all the while using
generous E.U. subsidies to hand
out contracts to their allies.

Their European neighbors have
grown increasingly frustrated
with the situation — and success-
fully demanded at a marathon
summit in July that if they were
going to further integrate and
hand new money-raising powers
to Brussels, more strings needed
to be attached.

Butthe E.U. operates by consen-
sus when dealing with its toughest
questions, so Hungary and Poland
had the power to put the brakes on
the deal, at a financial cost to
themselves and everyone else.

Failure to unlock the spending
would have been deeply damag-
ing politically — a sign that Eu-
rope’s problems with democracy
were spreading into the basic
functioning of the bloc. But coun-
tries including the Netherlands

FRANCISCO SECO/POOL/EPA-EFE/SHUTTERSTOCK

German Chancellor Angela Merkel leaves an E.U. summit in Brussels on Friday. During two days of talks, leaders clashed on fundamental
issues including respect for democratic principles but agreed on a $2.2 trillion spending plan to help the bloc’s struggling economies.

and Denmark wanted to maintain
ahard line.

Ultimately, Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban and Polish
Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki lifted their veto after
the other leaders agreed to issue a
statement that there would be
limits on how the new rules about
democratic norms would be ap-
plied. Leaders also agreed to delay
when the rules go into effect. But
they did not change the legal text
that underpins the sanctions.

Both sides painted it as a victo-

“We adopted the recovery
plan,” said French President Em-
manuel Macron, “without conced-
ing on the rule of law.”

Democracy advocates in Hun-
gary said they worried the delay
would give Orban the ability to
further consolidate power and
take over institutions before 2022

elections.

A more ambitious climate goal

Leaders also agreed to reduce
their carbon dioxide emissions
55 percent by 2030 compared
with 1990 baselines — a more
dramatic cut than their previous
target of 40 percent. Green advo-
cates said tightening the limits
was necessary if Europe is to meet
its target of net-zero emissions by
2050.

The discussion was fraught.
Leaders haggled through the
night, reaching a deal only at
7 a.m. in Brussels. But, in the end,
everyone got a little bit.

The 55 percent target remains
ambitious even ifit is less than the
60 percent originally sought,
green advocates say. The target
will be measured for the bloc as a
whole, meaning that poorer and
heavier-emitting Central Euro-

pean countries may have extra
slack as their richer neighbors to
the west go green more quickly.
And the leaders expanded the
range of activities that can count
toward emission reductions to in-
clude carbon-consuming forests
and other land use, a shift that
may result in watering down the
efforts.

“On climate, it’s good that it’s
(at least!) -55%,” wrote Bas Eick-
hout, the co-leader of the Green
Party delegation in the European
Parliament, on Twitter. “But it's a
net target, which means land-use
(with big uncertainties & fight on
how to count).”

Punishing Turkey

European leaders have also
been divided over how to handle
an increasingly assertive Ankara,
whose naval ships have clashed
with European ones in the Medi-

terranean and which is engaged in
gas exploration in Mediterranean
waters claimed by Greece and Cy-
prus.

Greece, Cyprus and France
have led a push for wide-ranging
sanctions on Turkey. Other Euro-
pean countries, including Ger-
many, have sought to avoid a con-
frontation, in part because they
depend on Turkey to hold back
migrants and refugees from enter-
ing Europe.

In the end, leaders punted a bit
on Turkey sanctions, directing
E.U. foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell to study the issue and
agreeing on a more limited range
of measures directed at individual
Turkish officials involved in the
drilling.

michael.birnbaum @washpost.com

Birnbaum reported from Riga, Latvia,
and Ariés reported from Brussels.

Hong Kong publisher charged as China cracks down on news media

LAI FROM A1

police swept across the city in an
hours-long operation, arresting
10 people including Lai, his sons
and executives at Next Digital, his
media company. The arrests were
accompanied by a raid on the
newsroom of Apple Daily —
which is published by Next Digi-
tal — where nearly 200 officers
rifled through papers, shut jour-
nalists out of their workplace and
carted off boxes of evidence.

Lai’s case will be heard in court
on Saturday.

Carrie Lam, Hong Kong’s chief
executive, told the UN. Human
Rights Council this year that the
security law — which criminalizes
vaguely worded offenses such as
secession and foreign collusion —
would not be retroactive.

Police said Friday that Lai has
been charged with “collusion
with a foreign country or with
external elements to endanger
national security” but did not pro-
vide details of his alleged crime.

Chinese state media has brand-
ed Lai, who became a leading
critic of the Communist Party
after the 1989 Tiananmen Square
massacre, a traitor and an enemy
of the state.

The businessman, who has
long-standing relationships on

Capitol Hill, has lobbied Wash-
ington for support in preserving
Hong Kong’s autonomy and rela-
tive freedoms compared with the
Chinese mainland.

This week, Jake Sullivan, the
national security adviser to
President-elect Joe Biden, tweet-
ed that he is “deeply concerned
about the continuing arrests and
imprisonment of pro-democracy
activists in Hong Kong.” The State
Department also imposed sanc-
tions on 14 Chinese officials for
Beijing’s “unrelenting assault”
against Hong Kong’s democratic
processes, adding to measures
against other top officials, includ-
ing Lam and the head of Beijing’s
liaison office in the city.

Lai has been unable to travel
since his passport was confiscat-
ed early this year, according to
Mark Simon, his confidant and
former business aide. But Lai has
continued to give interviews in
support of Western sanctions
against Chinese and Hong Kong
officials.

Three others have been
charged under the security law,
including Tony Chung, a 19-year-
old activist who founded a stu-
dent group that called for Hong
Kong’s independence. Chung was
found guilty Friday on separate
charges of desecrating China’s na-

E
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Jimmy Lai, founder of the pro-democracy Apple Daily paper, is
seen in June, the month Beijing’s national security law took effect.
His backers say the charges against him are entirely political.

“As a well-known public figure in Hong Kong, Lai’s
arrest sends a shock to many Hong Kongers.”

Ma Ngok, political scientist at the Chinese University of Hong Kong

tional flag and unlawful assem-
bly. He has been in jail since
October, after he was apprehend-
ed by several men while attempt-
ing to seek refuge at the U.S.
Consulate in Hong Kong.

Tong Ying-kit, 24, was accused
of riding his motorcycle into a
group of police officers while car-
rying a flag with the slogan “Lib-
erate Hong Kong; revolution of
our times,” synonymous with the
anti-government protests that
erupted in June last year.

The Hong Kong government
says that slogan is now illegal.
Tong pleaded not guilty to charg-
es of inciting secession, which
also carry a potential life sen-
tence. Adam Ma, also charged
under the national security law,
has been accused of chanting pro-
independence slogans.

Lai’s associates say the charges
against him are entirely political.
Under the national security law,
Hong Kong suspects can be taken
fortrial to mainland China, where
the legal system is opaque and
open to abuse.

Bloomberg News said Friday
that its detained staff member,
Haze Fan, was taken away by
plainclothes security officers
from her Beijing apartment about
11:30 a.m. Monday.

Details of the investigation

were not immediately available.
It comes after months of deterio-
rating conditions for Western me-
dia organizations in China, with a
number of American and Austral-
ian journalists effectively ex-
pelled over the past year. Chinese
nationals employed by Western
media outlets have been warned
by authorities in recent months to
watch their step.

“We are very concerned for her,
and have been actively speaking
to Chinese authorities to better
understand the situation. We are
continuing to do everything we
can to support her while we seek
more information,” a Bloomberg
News spokesperson was quoted
as saying in one of the news
agency’s articles.

Fan, a Chinese national, has
worked for Bloomberg News in
Beijing since 2017, with prior
stints at CNBC, Al Jazeera, CBS
News and Thomson Reuters, ac-
cording to her LinkedIn profile.

For Bloomberg News, she
worked on China business news
topics, traditionally considered
less risky for Chinese nationals
than political news.

theodora.yu@washpost.com
eva.dou@uwashpost.com
shibani.mahtani@washpost.com

Dou reported from Seoul.
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After months of preparation, cargo carriers are poised to deliver vaccine

BY LORI ARATANI

They’ve spent months prepar-
ing, investing millions in new sys-
tems, running test flights, meet-
ing with government officials on
logistics — and now cargo carriers
and commercial airlines are
poised to begin delivering the first
doses of the coronavirus vaccine
to communities across the coun-
try.

According to officials at Opera-
tion Warp Speed, shipments of the
vaccine developed by Pfizer and
German biotech firm BioNTech
are expected to begin within 24
hours after the Food and Drug
Administration gives emergency
authorization for its use. The FDA
authorized the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine Friday night.

“Once the vaccines are vetted
and approved, we will again rely
onthetransportation sector, as we
have throughout this year, to com-
plete what has been one of the
biggest logistics challenges in re-
cent history,” Sen. Deb Fischer (R-
Neb.) said Thursday at a Senate
hearing where executives from
FedEx and United Parcel Service,
the two companies expected to

handle the bulk of vaccine deliver-
ies, detailed their plans.

Added Rachel Levine, Pennsyl-
vania’s health secretary and the
president of the Association of
State and Territorial Health Offi-
cials, “Distributing the covid-19
vaccine along with administrating
it is a herculean effort, one that
our nation has never experi-
enced.”

The endeavor comes as the
United States grapples with a
surge of coronavirus infections.
More than 100,000 people have
been hospitalized, and the death
toll from covid-19 is expected to
soon surpass 300,000.

The vaccines will be shipped in
custom containers that can be
tracked throughout their journey.
Special command centers have
been set up by FedEx and UPS to
monitor the vaccines as they trav-
el, executives said. And the ship-
ments will have their own escorts.

The vaccines are being dis-
patched at the busiest time of the
year for carriers. But executives
from FedEx and UPS assured law-
makers that the vaccine will take
priority.

“This is who we are and what

we do,” Richard W. Smith, regional
president of the Americas and ex-
ecutive vice president at FedEx
Express, told the Senate panel.
“Once approved, this will be a top
priority for the FedEx Express net-
work.”

Smith said the company, which
delivers about 17 million packages
a day, was planning for a record
holiday shipping season even be-
fore it was tasked with delivering
the vaccine and has hired an addi-
tional 70,000 people, some of
whom could stay on to help as
holiday deliveries taper off and
vaccine deliveries ramp up.

The company’s fleet includes
more than 670 planes and 180,000
ground vehicles, and can deliver
toeveryZip code. During the HIN1
outbreak in 2009, FedEx trans-
ported more than 80 million doses
of that vaccine.

UPS, which typically delivers
25 million packages a day, a num-
ber that has increased to 34 mil-
lion ahead of the holiday season,
has added 100,000 temporary em-
ployees, said Wes Wheeler, the
company’s president of global
health care.

Cargo carriers say they are ac-

customed to working with sensi-
tive pharmaceuticals that require
special handling.

“This is just an extension of
what we do on a regular basis,”
said Steve Alterman, president of
the Cargo Airline Association.
“The major challenge is not going
tobethe distribution but getting it
into people’s arms.”

Still, Alterman cautioned that
there may be bumps in the road as
the industry gears up to deliver
millions of doses.

It is not just the vaccine that
carriers must focus on. The Pfizer
vaccine will be shipped separately
from the supplies — such as sy-
ringes, needles, face shields and
alcohol wipes — needed to admin-
isterit.

Levine, the Pennsylvania health
secretary, noted in her testimony
that in test runs of Operation
Warp Speed’s distribution system,
at least one “significant” issue
arose in a quarter of the mock
shipments. In some instances the
“vaccines” arrived but not the sup-
plies to administer them, she said.

“Vaccine that arrives without
the ancillary supplies required to
administer it will delay the vacci-

nation of key prioritized popula-
tions,” Levine noted.

Wheeler, of UPS, said the com-
pany’s goal is to ensure that the
supplies arrive a day ahead of the
vaccine. That also will enable the
company to verify that the deliv-
ery address is correct.

Officials at the Transportation
Department also have spent
months preparing to ensure that
the vaccine can be distributed
quickly.

“The Department has laid the
groundwork for the safe transpor-
tation of the COVID-19 vaccine
and is proud to support this his-
toric endeavor,” Transportation
Secretary Elaine Chao said in a
statement.

In October, the department es-
tablished a special team at the
Federal Aviation Administration
to support the distribution of cor-
onavirus vaccines. The FAA
COVID-19 Vaccine Air Transport
Team also is providing support to
Operation Warp Speed.

Since the Pfizer vaccine mustbe
kept at a temperature of minus-
94, the FAA has worked with carri-
ers to provide guidance on safely
transporting large quantities of

dry ice in air cargo, Transporta-
tion Department officials said.

The agency also has put mea-
sures in place to ensure that air
traffic control centers will be
staffed to provide around-the-
clock service to keep critical ship-
ments moving and to ensure that
flights carrying vaccines are prior-
itized.

FAA officials said the agency
will handle flights carrying vac-
cines the same way it handled
flights containing personal pro-
tective equipment in the spring.
Airlines will provide lists of flights
ferrying vaccines to the FAA’s com-
mand center, which will alert air
traffic facilities that these are “pri-
ority” flights.

While passenger airlines in-
cluding United, American and
Delta have done trial shipments to
test their ability to move the vac-
cine quickly under the necessary
conditions, FedEx and UPS are
expected to handle distribution in
the United States.

American Airlines began con-
ducting test flights between Mi-
ami and South America in mid-
November.

lori.aratani@washpost.com

FDA signs ofl on emergency authorization for Plizer-BioN'Tech vaccine

VACCINE FROM A1l

tists to try to ward off President
Trump’s importuning on the vac-
cine and keep the review process
apolitical and transparent in
hopes of boosting public confi-
dence in the shots. The FDA al-
ready had planned to clear the
vaccine Saturday morning, and
accelerating the authorization to
Friday night was not expected to
change the delivery timeline of
the first shots.

The nation set a record for
covid-19 deaths Thursday for the
second day in a row, surpassing
3,300. The death tally for Friday
was 2,950, only slightly lower,
bringing the U.S. death toll to
nearly 295,000.

Federal officials have said dis-
tribution of the first 2.9 million
doses of the highly effective vac-
cine would begin within 24 hours
of an authorization. Meanwhile,
an advisory committee for the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, which has recom-
mended that health-care workers
and nursing home residents be
the first recipients, was expected
to bless the vaccine on Saturday,
paving the way for inoculations to
begin early next week.

The vaccine achievement cre-
ates a paradigm for vaccine devel-
opment, proving that fast and
flexible technologies paired with
asingle-minded focus by pharma-
ceutical companies and govern-
ment can accomplish in
11 months what typically takes
years. And it marks a rare tri-
umph for the Trump administra-
tion, which in many other areas —
such as ensuring adequate testing
supplies and providing consistent
guidance on whether to wear
masks — has failed to produce a
coherent and sustained response
to the crisis.

“It’s an all-capital-letters, fol-
lowed by several exclamation
points,” accomplishment, said
Howard Markel, a medical histo-
rian at the University of Michigan
who predicted that the scientists
who were responsible will be lion-
ized for ending the pandemic.

Daniel Carpenter, a political
scientist at Harvard University,
said it was unprecedented to go
from the discovery of a disease to
the development of a vaccine in
11 months. The shortest timeline
previously was for the mumps
vaccine, which took four years.
Most vaccines are produced for
ailments that have been around
for a long time, after years of
research often marked by failures
and disappointments. In the case
of AIDS, there still is no vaccine,
nearly four decades after HIV was
identified.

Pfizer and its Germany-based
partner, BioNTech, harnessed a
fast, flexible genetic technology
that had been in development for
decades but never deployed in an
approved medical product. It was
used to build a vaccine that sur-
passed all expectations by being
95 percent effective at preventing
disease in a clinical trial with tens
of thousands of participants. The
vaccine has already been ap-
proved in Britain, Canada, Saudia
Arabia and Bahrain.

Meanwhile, the FDA, working
closely with the companies, con-
ducted an accelerated review that
compressed into three weeks the
typical months-long scrutiny of
safety, effectiveness and data on
manufacturing quality.

Operation Warp Speed, the ad-
ministration’s effort to accelerate
the development and distribution
of coronavirus vaccines and treat-
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LEFT: A sign directs health-care workers to a rehearsal for the administration of the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccine in Indianapolis.
RIGHT: Katie Ramirez watches her mother, Claudia Campos, swab the mouth of her daughter Hailey at a testing site in Los Angeles.

ments, has spent billions of dol-
lars on a portfolio of vaccines,
with Pfizer-BioNTech’s being the
first to cross the finish line. Unlike
the other companies, Pfizer and
BioNTech did not take govern-
ment money for research and de-
velopment, but they did receive a
$1.95 billion contract for 100 mil-
lion doses, about 25 million of
which will be delivered this year.

“To get there has required a
host of innovations.. . . Any one of
those would have been cause for
considerable amazement,” said
Francis S. Collins, director of the
National Institutes of Health.
“But when you put them together,
it's a path so revolutionary it
would be hard to imagine some-
body contemplating it five years
ago.”

But while the vaccine enter-
prise has been impressive, its
credibility has been repeatedly
threatened by Trump, who for
months pressured the FDA to au-
thorize a vaccine before Election
Day and, when that did not hap-
pen, bitterly accused the agency
and Pfizer of deliberately orches-
trating delays to harm his reelec-
tion prospects. On Friday, he con-
tinued his criticism on Twitter,
calling the agency “a big, old, slow
turtle,” adding, “Get the dam vac-
cines out NOW.”

The White House maneuvers
seemed designed to ensure
Trump gets credit just as the vac-
cine crosses the finish line. But
experts said his behavior risked
undermining public confidence
— not because it would force a
vaccine through prematurely but
because it could create the ap-
pearance that politics, not sci-
ence, drove the decision.

“There was no plausible way
the FDA would not authorize this
vaccine . .. but this makes it ap-
pear [their decision] is politically
motivated,” said Dorit Reiss, a
professor of law who writes about
vaccine policy at the University of
California Hastings College of the
Law. “Making it appear there was
political pressure will undermine
trust.”

Hahn, in a statement Friday,
dismissed reports that his job was
threatened. “This is an untrue
representation of the phone call
with the Chief of Staff” he said.
“The FDA was encouraged to con-
tinue working expeditiously on
Pfizer-BioNTech’s EUA request.
FDA is committed to issuing this
authorization quickly, as we not-
ed in our statement this morn-
ing.”

The White House said in an
email that “we don’t comment on
private conversations, but the
Chief regularly requests updates
on progress toward a vaccine.”

The political machinations are
in sharp contrast to the impres-

sive scientific achievement of pro-
ducing a vaccine in record time.
The Pfizer-BioNTech product,
and the one right on its heels,
from biotechnology company
Moderna, use a snippet of genetic
material encapsulated in a fat
bubble to instruct cells to build
the spiky proteins that dot the
coronavirus. These shots will be
the first time the genetic technol-
ogy has been used in people out-
side clinical trials.

The government’s big bet on
the promising method, which al-
lowed for much faster vaccine
development, was controversial
but is paying off: Moderna’s shot
is expected to be authorized
shortly after a review by the FDA’s
outside advisers scheduled for
Thursday. The biotech companies
behind the vaccines, Moderna
and BioNTech, have never made a
commercial product but bal-
looned into pharmaceutical
heavyweights, with Moderna val-
ued at $60 billion and BioNTech
at $30 billion.

“I feel focused, and I feel also
that this is a huge task,” said Ugur
Sahin, chief executive of BioN-
Tech.

While a potential lifesaver for
those who receive it, the new
coronavirus vaccine is not likely
to have a dramatic impact on the
immediate course of the pandem-
ic. The supply of vaccines will
initially fall far short of the
300 million doses some officials
had hoped for last spring, when
Operation Warp Speed was creat-
ed.

In addition, formidable chal-
lenges lay ahead involving the
massive scale-up of manufactur-
ing and a complicated distribu-
tion plan overseen by cash-
strapped states. On scientific
questions, experts still do not
know how long the vaccine’s pro-
tection lasts.

While the CDC’s Advisory Com-

New coronavirus cases and deaths

in the U.S., by day
As of 8 p.m. Friday
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Total 15,888,833
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mittee on Immunization Practic-
es has recommended that health-
care workers and nursing home
residents be first in line for the
vaccine, states ultimately will
have the final say on which groups
get priority. Much of the general
population — including younger
people who do not have underly-
ing health conditions or jobs that
put them at risk — are unlikely to
be offered the vaccine before late
spring or early summer. And if a
significant proportion of Ameri-
cans spurn the shot, efforts to
banish the coronavirus or turn it
into a low-level threat could be
made much more difficult.

Still, the unquestionably good
news on the Pfizer shot arrives as
other vaccines also have moved
forward: AstraZeneca and the
University of Oxford published
resultsin a peer-reviewed journal,
China’s Sinopharm announced
positive results, and Russia has
reported promising data on a vac-
cine. But even multiple successful
vaccines may not prove enough to
reach all the world’s people.

“The entire world is seeing the
light at the end of the tunnel, but
for most of the world, they are still
in a very, very long tunnel, and
that’s the problem,” said Richard
Hatchett, chief executive of the
Coalition for Epidemic Prepared-
ness Innovations, a nonprofit
group that funds vaccine develop-
ment. “The reason we've devel-
oped the vaccine is to end the
pandemic, and you don’t end the
pandemicuntilyou. . . protectthe
most vulnerable people, who are
globally distributed.”

The FDA’s action came the day
after an agency advisory commit-
tee found that the benefits of the
Pfizer vaccine exceeded the
known risks and recommended
that an emergency use authoriza-
tion be granted for people 16 and
older. The agency directed Pfizer
to keep a close eye on possible
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allergic reactions after British
health authorities reported two
recipients had severe allergic re-
sponses after being vaccinated
Tuesday.

The vaccine is not recommend-
ed for anyone with a known his-
tory of a severe allergic reaction to
any ingredient, and the patient
information sheet warns there is
“a remote chance” of an allergic
reaction.

FDA emergency authorizations
are temporary approvals used to
accelerate the availability of med-
ical products during a public
health emergency. They require
less data than regular approvals
and can be issued based on a
lower standard. In the case of a
vaccine, however, the FDA has
said it would use rigorous criteria
because millions of healthy peo-
ple are expected to receive it.

The first 2.9 million shots are
expected to be shipped to more
than 600 sites — mostly large
health-care systems — from Pfi-
zer’s freezer farm in Kalamazoo,
Mich., in special coolers packed
with 50 pounds of dry ice. The
vaccines must be kept at sub-Ant-
arctic temperatures, by refresh-
ing the coolers or by storing doses
in an ultra-low-temperature
freezer.

The government is holding
back another 2.9 million doses for
the second shot, to be adminis-
tered 21 days later, and reserving
500,000 doses in case some are
lost or spoiled. Officials say it will
take time for nursing homes to
coordinate with the pharmacy
chains responsible for adminis-
tering shots at those sites. CVS
Health plans to administer the
first shots of the Pfizer-BioNTech
vaccine in nursing homes Dec. 21,
according to spokesman T.J.
Crawford.

Government officials project
that Moderna and Pfizer will be
able to deliver 40 million doses of
vaccine this year, enough for
20 million people to receive the
full regimen. The pace of vaccina-
tion is projected to increase in the
first months of next year as manu-
facturing capacity increases and
as other vaccines potentially
come online. Data on the effec-
tiveness of a one-shot vaccine
from Johnson & Johnson is ex-
pected in early January.

But long-term questions about
the supply remain. The United
States has secured only 300 mil-
lion shots — enough for 150 mil-
lion people — from Pfizer-BioN-
Tech and Moderna and needs
hundreds of millions of addition-
al doses to cover the populace.
The country has secured addi-
tional doses from other vaccine
makers, but it is still uncertain
whether those vaccines will be
successful.

FDA scientists, in their review
of the Pfizer data, confirmed the
vaccine was safe and highly effec-
tive at preventing illness after two
shots spaced three weeks apart.
They identified a promising sig-
nal that the vaccine appeared to
provide a level of protection even
after a single shot, meaning that
vaccinations could begin to have
an impact sooner than many had
expected.

In its effort to clear the first
coronavirus vaccine, the FDA has
faced daunting technical and po-
litical challenges.

For months, the agency has
tried to balance pressures to expe-
dite the vaccine with the need to
keep standards high, to reassure
the public that a vaccine pro-
duced in record time would be
safe and effective.

Adding to the sensitivity was
the agency’s effort to bolster its
own credibility. Its image was tar-
nished when earlier in the year it
authorized hydroxychloroquine,
a malaria medicine that Trump
repeatedly touted as a covid-19
treatment, then revoked that au-
thorization when subsequent
data showed it could be harmful.

In August, Hahn overstated the
benefits of another treatment,
convalescent plasma, during a
briefing with Trump. Stung by
criticism from the scientific com-
munity, Hahn apologized and be-
gan speaking out about the im-
portance of agency career scien-
tists’ making independent deci-
sions.

Peter Marks, director of the
agency’s Center for Biologics Eval-
uation and Research, which over-
sees vaccines, said during a recent
American Medical Association
webinar that the FDA helped ex-
pedite the clinical trial process by
eliminating “dead spaces” that
typically occur between phases of
investigation by vaccine makers.

To ensure that companies un-
derstood the FDA’s expectations,
the agency took the unusual step
of issuing guidelines in June that
specified any vaccine should be at
least 50 percent effective com-
pared with a placebo, or saltwater
shot. A few months later, after it
became clear the agency would
employ an emergency use autho-
rization to clear the vaccine, the
FDA spelled out detailed stan-
dards and called for the manufac-
turers to produce two months of
safety data on half of the trial
participants.

That safety requirement meant
any vaccine would be delayed un-
til after Election Day, infuriating
Trump, who tweeted angrily
about the FDA and Pfizer. White
House ire intensified when Brit-
ain authorized the vaccine first,
on Dec. 2.

On the AMA webinar, Marks
acknowledged that the agency
had paid a price for its careful
scrutiny. “Unfortunately, there is
a cost to being this careful. An-
other regulatory agency made the
vaccine available before we did,”
he said. “That’s because we are
really taking care to make sure
when people get this vaccine, we
will have really vetted it for safe-

Harvard’s Carpenter said being
careful will pay off in the long run
with greater acceptance of the
vaccine, boosting public health.
“You need to think about the con-
fidence effects,” he said.

laurie.mcginley @washpost.com
carolyn.johnson@washpost.com

Josh Dawsey, Isaac Stanley-Becker
and Lena H. Sun contributed to this
report.
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THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

For Biden, a tall order: Convincing skeptical Americans to trust a vaccine

BY CHRISTOPHER ROWLAND

Cold, hard science powered the
race that produced the first coro-
navirus vaccine, which was given
emergency use clearance Friday
evening after the Food and Drug
Administration said earlier in the
day it would “rapidly work
toward” the authorization. The
challenge next moves to more-
fraught terrain — getting impa-
tient Americans to understand
that, while a vaccine is here, most
will have to wait.

Hospital systems are experi-
encing a surge of covid-19 this
month, and it will almost certain-
ly take several months orlonger in
2021 before people can resume
their pre-pandemic lives. Indeed,
now is the time to be more careful
than ever.

President Trump’s erratic, un-
realistic and untruthful leader-
ship during the U.S. pandemic
response left the country poorly
prepared for the concerted fight
needed to vanquish the coronavi-
rus and made it vulnerable to a
winter spike in cases and deaths,
according to experts on pandem-
ic leadership and mass psycholo-

And with no sign that Trump is
changing his approach from the
White House, the challenge of
uniting the nation against the cor-
onavirus will fall to President-
elect Joe Biden, who is pledging to
enlist the public to quell the pan-
demic with an appeal based on
science.

Biden will have a tricky task,
observers say. He must counsel
patience and continued mask-
wearing, since most Americans
will not have access to a vaccine
until late spring or summer. The
current vaccine timetable priori-
tizes health-care workers and the
elderlyresidents of long-term care
facilities, then essential workers.

At the same time, he will need
to embark on a comprehensive
education campaign to convince
people that it is in their — and
their neighbors’ — best interest to
get vaccinated.

Most estimates say 60 to 70
percent of the population will
need to have coronavirus antibod-
ies in their system, through vacci-
nation or by getting the virus, to
achieve herd immunity and van-
quish it.

But getting 70 percent of Amer-
icans to agree on anything is diffi-
cult under normal circumstances,
and especially in a time of intense
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President-elect Joe Biden walks to the lectern at the Queen theater in Wilmington, Del., on Wednesday. Although President Trump
sidelined the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, health-care advocates expect Biden to restore its traditional education mission.

polarization and proliferation of
baseless conspiracy theories.

“Until we reach herd immunity,
which will be sometime next sum-
mer, we need to continue wearing
masks and distancing,” said Jay
Van Bavel, a psychology professor
and director of the Social Identity
and Morality Lab at New York
University who has studied lead-
ership messaging, political affilia-
tion and public reactions during
the pandemic.

The slow buildup of vaccine
stockpiles through the first half of
2021 will give leaders more time to
mount that persuasion campaign
for those showing early reluc-
tance, he added.

“We need to start selling people
on the wisdom of taking the vac-
cine now, because polls show that
a huge proportion of the popula-
tion is hesitant to get vaccinated,”
Van Bavel said. Gallup’s most re-
cent polling in November found
that 37 percent of Americans
would not agree to get a coronavi-

rus vaccine, an improvement
from the 50 percent who would
not agree in September.

Overcoming that hesitancy will
require a broad-based education
campaign from federal, state and
local governments, featuring cor-
porate and religious leaders, ce-
lebrities, sports stars and influ-
encers, experts say. They will be up
against an explosion of disinfor-
mation.

“Unfortunately, we have done a
very good job of creating distorted
and misleading narratives around
this pandemic, and I still know
individuals who say, ‘It’s just the
bad flu, it’s ahoax, ” said Matthew
'W. Seeger, a professor and dean at
‘Wayne State University in Detroit
and co-author of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
manual on pandemic leadership
and communication.

“We now have these wildly com-
peting narratives, and we need to
do a much better job of telling the
truth about covid-19,” he said.

Trump sidelined the CDC and
prevented it from disseminating
crucial information about the
spread of the coronavirus. Seeger
said health-care advocates expect
Biden to restore the CDC’s tradi-
tional public education mission.

“Traditionally the CDC would
engage a variety of public health
partners in messaging around
theseissues,” he said. “They would
engage faith leaders, community
leaders and people who are cred-
ible within communities.”

Just reciting statistics about
vaccine effectiveness and safety
will not sway people, Seeger add-
ed. Personal narratives and story-
telling from trusted community
members will strike a deeper
chord.

“Saying that their neighbor is
on a ventilator, those emotional
stories may be a more effective
way of communicating this than
the medical facts,” Seeger said.

Biden introduced his health-
care team Tuesday with a pledge

to level with the American people.
He has repeatedly told voters to
prepare for a “dark winter,” mak-
ing clearthat he does notintend to
sugarcoat the months-long battle
ahead.

“I know we’ve all had a lot of
sleepless nights this year, so many
of you staring at the ceiling late at
night, worrying if you’re going to
be okay,” he said. “All I can tell you
is the truth. Things may well get
worse before they get better.”

There are clear signs the incom-
ing administration is concerned
about societal divisions handicap-
ping mobilization efforts. Vivek
H. Murthy, a physician and
Biden’s nominee for surgeon gen-
eral, remarked on the level of divi-
sion in the nation after his intro-
duction by the president-elect.

“The best policies — and the
best vaccines and treatments —
will not heal our nation unless we
overcome the fear, anxiety, anger
and distrust so many Americans
are feeling right now,” Murthy

said.

Van Bavel and colleagues have
found that people in Republican
counties, during the coronavirus
crisis, have participated in spatial
distancing at lower rates while
more frequently visiting nones-
sential businesses. Conservatives
also tended to underestimate
their risk of catching the virus,
according to Van Bavel’s research.

There is concern the divide will
spill into vaccination acceptance.
Gallup polling from November
showed 50 percent of Republicans
were willing to get vaccinated,
compared with 75 percent of Dem-
ocrats.

“One of the major problems is
the polarized reaction to the risks
of the pandemic, which has been
led by President Trump but ampli-
fied by right-wing media,” Van
Bavel said. “This could create a
perfect storm for the continuation
of the pandemic in Republican
parts of the country well after
Democratic regions have it under
control.”

The current coronavirus surge,
which has struck a number of
Republican-leaning states that
were spared in the beginning of
the pandemic, could help con-
vince greater numbers of people
to accept the vaccine.

People also tend to rally around
blood drives, food donations and
volunteer work in the wake of
hurricanes and earthquakes, al-
truism that could be tapped for a
common coronavirus response,
Seeger said.

Biden could appeal to citizens’
sense of patriotism to get vacci-
nated and wear masks, a bid to
unify people against a common
enemy. And bipartisanship also
could go a long way, advocates
said. Republican leaders — in-
cluding Trump, who is getting
credit for spurring vaccine devel-
opment — may throw their weight
behind vaccination drives once
the vaccine becomes more widely
available.

“You really want to appeal to
people’s sense that what they are
doing, it’s not for them — it’s for
other people: ‘Take this because
its going to protect people in long-
term care facilities and protect
people with autoimmune disor-
ders, ” said Peter Harms, a man-
agement professor at the Univer-
sity of Alabama who studies lead-
ership. “Like in war, it’s an act of
patriotism, and we need everyone
to get on board with it.”
christopher.rowland @washpost.com

AstraZeneca, Russia’s Sputnik V lab to share data in the hunt for advances

BY ROBYN DIixoN
AND Rick NOoACK

MOSCOW — The developers of
Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine will
share science with pharmaceuti-
cal giant AstraZeneca to explore
possible advances against the cor-
onavirus, both sides said Friday, in
the first major collaboration of
labs that were in the frenzied vac-
cine hunt.

It also is a further sign of the
unprecedented pace of vaccine
research. Efforts are already un-
derway for improvements and
second-generation formulas, even
before the widespread distribu-
tion of the first crop of vaccines
from labs in the United States,
Europe, China and elsewhere.

Theresearch is aimed at testing
new vaccine formulas using
cold viruses, said a statement by
the Anglo-Swedish AstraZeneca,
which could work in tandem with
Russia’s Gamaleya National Cen-
ter of Epidemiology and Microbi-
ology, whose Sputnik V uses two
injections based on vectors of the
common-cold virus, or adenovi-
rus.

The AstraZenecavaccine, creat-
ed with the University of Oxford,
uses a cold virus that typically
infects chimpanzees. That teaches
the human immune system to
block the novel coronavirus.

AstraZeneca “will soon begin
exploring within Russia to under-
stand whether two adenovirus-
based vaccines can be successfully
combined,” the company said.

Russia said AstraZeneca had
agreed to explore using a Sput-
nik V “component” as part of
efforts to create an improved vac-
cine.

For Russia — which trumpeted
the partnership in tweets from a
Sputnik V account — the deal of-
fers a chance to further promote
its flagship vaccine, which is still
in Phase 3 trials but became avail-
able for health-care workers and
others this week in Russia. Initial
interest at Moscow clinics for the
shots, however, appeared limited
as many Russians remained wary
of the vaccine.

The potential collaboration
also sets up contrasts as wealthy
countries snap up the early sup-
plies of the promising vaccines
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Russia’s Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine is displayed at a Moscow clinic this month. The vaccine is still in Phase 3 trials but was made
available for health-care workers and others in Russia this week. Russian officials said Thursday that Sputnik V’s efficacy is 96.5 percent.

from U.S.-based Moderna and Pfi-
zer, which worked with Germany’s
BioNTech. The AstraZeneca-
Oxford vaccine, which is still
awaiting regulatory approval, has
been promoted by the company as
a “vaccine for the world,” with an
eye to affordability and global
reach.

Russia says it has orders for
1.2 billion doses from more than
40 countries in Asia, Latin Ameri-
ca, Africa, Central Asia, India and
other regions.

The British government also re-
cently announced that it would
begin testing combinations of two
technologies, pairing one dose of a
viral-vector vaccine like the one
from AstraZeneca with a messen-
ger RNA vaccine, the technology
used in the Pfizer-BioNTech and

Moderna vaccines.

AstraZenecasaid in a statement
that such combinations “could
help unlock synergies in protec-
tion and improve vaccine accessi-
bility and could provide an addi-
tional approach to help overcome
this deadly virus.”

The news comes as setbacks
were announced Friday for two
Western vaccines, one developed
by France’s Sanofi and Britain’s
GlaxoSmithKline and the other by
Australia’s University of Queen-
sland.

Russian officials said Thursday
that Sputnik V’s efficacy is
96.5 percent, compared with
70 percent for the AstraZeneca-
Oxford vaccine.

The British medical journal the
Lancet on Tuesday published a

peer-reviewed paper on the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine, but questions lin-
gered about how well it worked in
people over 55 and about results
showing better outcomes with an
initial half-dose. Full scientific
data on Sputnik V has not been
released, but Russia has promised
to provide access to all data to any
country interested in the vaccine.

“We offered @AstraZeneca to
use one of our vectors so they can
also have two vectors in their vac-
cine. AZ confirmed,” the develop-
ers of Sputnik V tweeted Friday.

“The new chapter of vaccine
cooperation has started today,” an-
other tweet announced. “We made
an offer and AstraZeneca accepted
it. It all happened here on Twit-
ter!”

Russia’s decision toregister and

roll out the vaccine before Phase 3
trials were completed was criti-
cized as reckless by some Western
scientists. But Russian officials
have grown increasingly hostile
and defensive at what they see as
Western attacks designed to dis-
credit Russia’s vaccine for com-
mercial reasons.

Igor Konashenkov, a Russian
military spokesman, on Friday at-
tacked what he called a foreign-
funded “information sabotage” ef-
fort against Sputnik V from inside
and outside Russia.

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
said Thursday that the United
States and its allies were trying to
exploit the pandemic, creating a
global vaccine race.

Russia had called for global co-
operation to defeat the threat, he

said, “but unfortunately, a num-
ber of countries, primarily the
Americans and their allies, are
trying to use this situation in their

geopolitical interests, putting
their selfish interests above those
of all humanity”

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov on Friday denounced un-
specified “dirty tricks ... to dis-
credit our vaccine” and told jour-
nalists that “there should not be
anyrivalry on the vaccine market.”

Sputnik V’s developers on Fri-
day also offered to share the Rus-
sian vaccine with France’s Sanofi
and Britain’s GlaxoSmithKline to
boost their vaccine’s efficacy.

Sanofi and GSK announced Fri-
day that their vaccine would be
delayed until the end of next year
after their trial found a low im-
mune response in older adults.

“4Sputnik V is willing to share
its technology with Sanofi and
GSK to help in developing their
next vaccine,” the Russian Direct
Investment Fund, backer of Sput-
nik V, tweeted. “A partnership of
different producers is the way of
the future.”

Polling in Russia shows that
many Russians remain skeptical
about being vaccinated, with anti-
vaccine conspiracy theories circu-
lating online, and that some Rus-
sians are convinced the coronavi-
rus does not exist. Any collabora-
tion with a major Western drug
company could boost Russian gov-
ernment efforts to encourage Rus-
sians to get vaccinated.

Clinical trials of a second Rus-
sian vaccine, developed by the
Vector Center, began Friday.

The global price of the Sput-
nik Vvaccine has been set at about
$20 for two shots. Russian devel-
opers say the vaccine can be stored
at about 18 degrees, making it
easier to store and transport than
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine,
which must be kept at ultracold
temperatures. The AstraZeneca-
Oxford vaccine, however, can be
stored long term at ordinary re-
frigerator temperatures.

robyn.dizon @washpost.com
rick.noack @washpost.com

Noack reported from Berlin. Carolyn Y.
Johnson in Boulder, Colo., and Emily
Rauhala in Washington contributed to
this report.
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Officials hone messages to gel people to line up for shots

MESSAGING FROM A1l

this politically charged moment,
they also face the formidable task
of introducing a new product to
people who distrust science and
are receiving competing narra-
tives from anti-vaccination cam-
paigns, which were seeding doubt
about coronavirus shots before
they were even developed.

“The old approach to public
health communications was to
come to a least common denomi-
nator and repeat, repeat, repeat,”
said Christopher Graves, founder
of the Ogilvy Center for Behavior-
al Science at Ogilvy Consulting,
who has been leading workshops
on the behavioral science of
health communications with a
focus on vaccine hesitancy for the
World Health Organization and
UNICEF in addition to a major
vaccine maker. “When it comes to
vaccine hesitancy, it is more like
personalized medicine,” he said,
“more customized to specific
worldviews and cultural filters.”

A safe, effective and widely
deployed vaccine remains the
best hope of conquering the virus,
which continues to ravage the
world. In the United States, where
non-pharmaceutical  interven-
tions such as masks and social
distancing have faced widespread
resistance, more than 15 million
people have been infected and
more than 294,000 have died.

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration on Friday gave emergency
use authorization to the vaccine
made by pharmaceutical giant
Pfizer and its German partner
BioNTech. Officials have said dis-
tritubion would begin within
24 hours of authorization.

But although vaccine develop-
ment has been an astounding
success, far less money and atten-
tion have been focused on getting
people vaccinated, particularly
after the initial immunization of
health-care workers.

“It’s all about putting the ‘pub-
lic’ back in ‘public health, ” said
John Brownstein, chief innova-
tion officer at Boston Children’s
Hospital, who runs Vaccine Find-
er, an online service that helps
people locate providers of flu
shots and other immunizations.
“You want to build engagement. If
people feel they are forced, you
start getting resistance.”

Some public service announce-
ments have been released on
YouTube as well as on radio, and
federal health officials plan to roll
out a more extensive campaign to
win confidence. But the hurdles
are considerable. Gallup found
that willingness to take a vaccine
decreased from 61 percent in Au-
gust to 50 percent in September
before rising to 58 percent in late
October and early November.

Anecdotal reports suggest that
people’s worries could be even
more profound. Brownstein, who
tracked online response to a TV
appearance, said he was “blown
away” by the number of people
expressing concern that the vac-
cines have been rushed into pro-
duction and may therefore be
unsafe, despite the expert scruti-
ny they have been under.

“We need to be doing every-
thing we can to build an Opera-
tion Warp Speed for vaccine com-
munication,” he said. “The com-
munication needs to match ev-
erything else.”

The signs of reluctance came
early, said Sean O’Leary, a special-
ist in vaccine-preventable diseas-
es at Children’s Hospital Colora-
do, who said his colleagues began
creating focus groups after child-
hood vaccination rates dropped
off in March, hitting minority
communities hard. They did so
with an eye to the arrival of a
coronavirus vaccine.

“We have specifically enlisted
physicians and medical leaders of
color to work with those commu-
nities, to have a trusted person in
a health-care role,” he said.

News that coronavirus vac-
cines appeared close to receiving
emergency authorization
prompted prominent gestures of
support: Former presidents from
both political parties have prom-
ised to be vaccinated on camera,
much in the way that Elvis Presley
bared his upper arm in 1956 to
receive a polio shot.

But numerous local health de-
partments say that overcoming
fears and building engagement
depend on understanding many
more intimate neighborhood net-
works and providing people with
role models they may spot on the
street, rather than just on TV.

“They are people where some-
one will say, ‘T know this guy. I've
seen them on the block, ” said
James Garrow, communications
director for the Philadelphia De-
partment of Public Health. “They
may have 20,000 followers on
Instagram. And they’ll be differ-
ent in West Philly versus North
Philly”

Rupali Limaye, associate direc-

tor for the Institute for Vaccine
Safety at the Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public
Health, who has worked along-
side the Baltimore City Health
Department as it partnered with
pastors and musical artists, looks
ahead to leveraging the experi-
ence of doctors as they describe
their own vaccinations, side ef-
fects and all.

“To me, that is being transpar-
ent,” Limaye said.

A particular challenge with the
coronavirus vaccine is not only
targeting communities with ap-
propriate messages but recogniz-
ing that, unlike with a measles or
flu shot, the messages will have to
shift in coming months.

“It’s going to be changing in
terms of the vaccine landscape, in
terms of the actual science and
vaccines and how the public is
responding,” said Mallory Elling-
son, whose research at the Yale
School of Medicine focuses on
improving vaccine communica-
tion.

All that is complicated by anti-
vaccination groups that saw the
potential to seed distrust before a
vaccine even existed.

Although public health has tra-
ditionally relied heavily on the
voice of authority — with experts
such as Anthony S. Fauci, director
of the National Institute of Aller-
gy and Infectious Diseases, mak-
ing their case — vaccine oppo-
nents use ordinary citizens to tell
personal tales, falsely asserting
that vaccines damaged family
members and creating what re-
searchers call an “asymmetry of
passion.”

“They are doing a better job of

Y

This store is
limited to
109 people

COVID-19

VACCINE

NOT YET
AVAILABLE

For Walgreens
Vesting lucations, visi
Walgreens.com/COVID1GTesting

putting out this content than pro-
vaccine people,” said Renee
DiResta, research manager at the
Stanford Internet Observatory,
who tracks malign narratives
across social networks and assists
policymakers in their response.

Some have portrayed the pan-
demic as an engineered plot to
mass-vaccinate the planet, she
said. Others view the outbreak as
an opportunity to depict the coro-
navirus shots as “arushed job that
would show how risky and poorly
tested vaccines are,” she said.

Public health officials are fight-
ing back by emphasizing trust-
worthy messengers and transpar-
ency.

Tabia Henry Akintobi is the
principal investigator in Georgia
for a federally funded outreach
program to ethnic and racial mi-
nority communities that have
been disproportionately affected
by the coronavirus pandemic.

Georgia is one of 11 states to
share in a $12 million National
Institutes of Health CEAL grant
that Akintobi has been using to
partner with community leaders,
initially to encourage people to
participate in clinical trials and
now to focus on delivering vac-
cines.

A key lesson has been the need
to identify and educate communi-
ty messengers, but the timeline is
suddenly very short.

“The time it takes to get people
ready is being met with a hurry-
up,” Akintobi said. “It’s almost
like two opposing forces.”

Robert A. Bednarczyk, a vac-
cine expert at Emory University’s
Rollins School of Public Health,
who collaborates with Akintobi,
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said community leaders are not
the only ones in need of education
about the vaccine.

“We spend alot of time training
medical students on the science
behind vaccines,” he said. “We
don’t spend a lot of time teaching
them how to communicate effec-
tively about this.”

The pandemic is forcing a new
focus on the power of relatability
that goes beyond the virus, he
said, and the importance of advis-
ing people without patronizing
them.

The need for cultural sensitivi-
ty can show up in tone and word
choice, said Jessica Atwell, an
assistant scientist in the depart-
ment of international health at
the Bloomberg School of Public
Health.

Atwell, who is working with the
Navajo Nation in Arizona, discov-
ered during prior research on
maternal health that Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
directives had to be retooled to
resonate with Native Americans.

Messages asking “Are YOU
pregnant?” came across as criti-
cism of an individual pregnancy,
said Atwell, who found that Nava-
jowomen preferred more general
messages such as “Every mother
needsto...”

Such linguistic shifts can make
an enormous difference, said
Graves, the behavioral science ex-
pert at Ogilvy. So can using terms
that reflect, rather than chal-
lenge, a person’s core beliefs and
identity.

“If I were talking to somebody
who is very communitarian and
egalitarian, I would talk about
protecting the  vulnerable,”

——

—

ASHLEY LANDIS/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Graves said. “If I am talking to
their opposites, I am talking
about protecting jobs and the
economy.”

Underlying these goals is a co-
nundrum that bedevils public
health. Its triumphs, including
eradicating diseases such as
smallpox and removing pollution
from drinking water, are taken for
granted.

“When something is nonexis-
tent, it’s hard to convey the value
of what made it nonexistent,”
Graves said.

Vaccines in particular have
been their own worst enemy,
eliminating the fear of diseases
that made people clamor to be
protected from them. It’s not
clear whether fear of the corona-
virus, which for many people is a
mild or even asymptomatic ill-
ness, will encourage enough of
them to get vaccinated to reach
herd immunity.

“Everybody has an incentive to
free-ride,” said Erez Yoeli a re-
search scientist at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology who
specializes in motivating people
to do good for others.

Hardcore vaccine opponents
probably aren’t worth focusing
on, said Katherine Milkman, a
professor of operations, informa-
tion and decisions at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania’s Wharton
School, as they probably account
for less than 2 percent of the
population, although their reach
through social media is more ex-
tensive.

Milkman, who co-directs the
Behavior Change for Good Initia-
tive, said strategies should be tar-
geted instead at those who are

DORAL CHENOWETH/ASSOCIATED PRESS

TOP: A flashing sign in

Athens, Ohio, reports the
number of active covid-19

cases in the community. LEFT:
A customer walks by a sign
about the coronavirus vaccine
at a Walgreens in Long Beach,
Calif. © For an investigation on
the spread of the coronavirus,
visit wapo.st/VirusSpread.

persuadable — first to get them to
agree to being vaccinated and
then to roll up their sleeves.

She advocates “I got my vac-
cine” stickers to increase peer
pressure. Sheis also expecting the
results later this month of a major
study with Walmart that tested
text messages to see which ones
led people to get flu shots. The
findings should help in designing
coronavirus messaging.

But whatever emerges from
that study, Milkman said, some
key approaches should be adopt-
ed now.

“It’s critical that we reassure
people about the convenience of
getting the vaccine,” she said.
“Hassle factors like lines, paper-
work and commuting time
should ideally be minimized.”

The nonprofit Ad Council,
which has been putting out mask-
up and keep-a-distance messages
for months, has turned its atten-
tion to a $50 million vaccine
campaign that will use multiple
platforms to try to convince
Americans that shots are safe. It
will focus on vaccine hesitancy
and reaching communities of col-
or that have been hit hard.

“Were conducting extensive
research to ensure that we have
the right message and the right
messenger for our key audiences,
with a plan to have our first assets
in market in early 2021, Lisa
Sherman, the Ad Council’s presi-
dent, wrote in an email.

These initiatives are happen-
ing against a shifting political and
social landscape that threatens to
continue to erode confidence in
public health measures in general
and a vaccine in particular. Con-
servative state legislatures have
sought to limit governors’ ability
to impose public health restric-
tions, with successes in Michigan
and Wisconsin. And the recent
5-to-4 Supreme Court ruling sid-
ing with religious groups in a
dispute with New York Gov. An-
drew M. Cuomo (D) over the
state’s limits on the number of
people who may attend services
left Limaye concerned that it pit-
ted public health against clergy
members — the very local leaders
the Baltimore City Health Depart-
ment has been seeking to engage
as reliable messengers.

“How do we continue to work
with religious leaders on our
side?” she asked. “We need them.”

Ellingson, of Yale, lamented
that in the race to make vaccines,
messaging has taken a back seat.

“It needs to be something that
happened six months ago,” she
said. “We can’t change that.”

Jfrances.sellers@washpost.com
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BY ELIZABETH DWOSKIN

Facebook has spent years inte-
grating Instagram and Whats-
App: weaving their ad systems,
user profiles, databases and other
technology with Facebook. What
to the public appear as distinct
products are one giant social net-
work on the back end.

Today, those technical and stra-
tegic decisions — part of chief
executive Mark Zuckerberg’s vi-
sion of seamless communication
across platforms — add enor-
mous complexity to the possibili-
ty of breaking up Facebook’s con-
glomerate of apps, as antitrust
lawsuits from 48 U.S. states and
territories and the Federal Trade
Commission aim to do.

But the technical blending of
apps was also a source of major
clashes within the company, said
six people familiar with the mat-
ter who spoke on the condition of
anonymity to freely describe sen-
sitive internal matters, and was a
way to help control Facebook’s
costly acquisitions of companies
with independent-minded found-
ers. Officials accuse Facebook of
being an illegal monopoly that
hashampered innovation and en-
gaged in anti-competitive behav-
ior.

“Instagram is no longer viable
outside of Facebook infrastruc-
ture. They spent six years moving
things over,” said Dmitry Boro-
daenko, a former Facebook engi-
neer who worked on Instagram
infrastructure. “They just can’t
undo it with a click of a button. It
would take years.” Borodaenko
said he believes that the compa-
nies should be broken up.

Spinning off WhatsApp, which
is far less intertwined with Face-
book, would be more like a six-
month technical project, said two
people familiar with the compa-
ny’s systems who requested ano-
nymity to speak freely. Another
person knowledgeable about
WhatsApp who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity to describe
sensitive legal matters pointed
out that the service handles 1 bil-
lion calls and 1 billion messages
each day — all running on Face-
book’s infrastructure. Unwinding
that while preserving reliability
could also take years, this person
said.

Facebook merged its technol-
ogy with WhatsApp and Insta-
gram not only in the name of
efficiency, sharing engineering
resources and maximizing
growth. It was also a way to
collect even more data about us-
ers and generate more advertis-
ing dollars — though some of
Facebook’s integration plans
were stymied several years ago
when the European Union began
investigating the WhatsApp ac-
quisition.

Zuckerberg’s long-standing vi-
sion has been to make text mes-
saging between platforms as sim-
ple as communicating with some-
one who uses a different email
provider, according to interviews

Regulators want to break up Facebook.
That’s a technical nightmare, insiders say.

The company has tightly integrated its acquisitions, including their technologies and user data

JEFF CHIU/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Demonstrators last month outside the San Francisco home of Facebook chief executive Mark Zuckerberg accuse the company of
spreading disinformation. The social media giant is now facing antitrust lawsuits from states and the federal government.

and people who work with him.

Facebook declined to com-
ment. The company said Wednes-
day that the Federal Trade Com-
mission’s actions would hurt in-
novation and that the acquisi-
tions had been reviewed by
regulators at the time, including
the FTC. The company also point-
ed out that its investments and
acquisitions have helped billions
of people access useful technol-
ogies.

If Facebook were to be broken
up, it would be an incredibly rare
step and would probably take
many years and long legal battles.
The last time the government
broke up a monopoly was in the
early 1980s, when it forced AT&T
to spin off the regional telecom-
munications network known as
the Bells. In 2000, ajudge decreed
that Microsoft, which had already
been found to be an illegal mo-
nopoly, should be split into two
halves. But Microsoft was never
broken up because later courts
reversed the decision.

Facebook’s greatest asset is the
data it has on billions of people.

There has never been a major
breakup of a company trading in
data.

In 2019, Zuckerberg an-
nounced a major strategic push to
get Instagram, Facebook and
WhatsApp to talk to one another,
touting a concept known as “in-
teroperability.”

Since then, the company has
embarked on an extensive techni-
cal project to allow Facebook us-
ers to message someone directly
on WhatsApp or Instagram, with-
out havingto open a separate app.
The company believes this will
make communication easier and
encourage people to spend more
time on its services.

In  September, Facebook
launched a pilot integration be-
tween Facebook Messenger, its
homegrown messaging platform,
and Instagram.

The project to integrate Whats-
App will take years, people famil-
iar with the effort said. That is
because WhatsApp is end-to-end
encrypted — meaning it has dif-
ferent privacy and security stan-
dards than Facebook’s Messenger

— and because WhatsApp collects
people’s phone numbers and does
not require usernames. While
Facebook knows, in some cases,
which WhatsApp numbers con-
nect to Facebook profiles, it is
working on building a system
that would enable a person with
just a phone number on Whats-
App to talk to a Facebook user
who has not provided a number.

Long before Zuckerberg an-
nounced his interoperability
push, Facebook was hard at work
on merging Instagram and
WhatsApp with its core social
network. The goal was growth
and engagement, or getting peo-
ple to spend more time on the
company’s services.

Instagram’s growth was super-
charged by its integration with
Facebook, which happened al-
most immediately after Facebook
bought the company for $1 billion
in 2012. The “Instagration,” as it
was known internally, according
to a person familiar with the
effort, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to describe it,
transformed the fast-growing

photo-sharing app. It helped
bring new users to Instagram,
boosting its audience to more
than 1billion people from 30 mil-
lion at the time of the acquisition.

Before Facebook purchased In-
stagram, the start-up stored user
data on cloud servers owned by
Amazon and other companies,
according to two of the people. As
soon as Facebook bought the
company, it offloaded Instagram’s
user data onto Facebook’s custom
servers.

Facebook also integrated the
back-end technology so it could
add its own features to Insta-
gram, such as photo tagging. It
further united the networks by
enabling users to post Instagram
Stories to their Facebook news
feeds. It now allows cross-posting
in the other direction too, from
Facebook to Instagram.

Today, the underlying technol-
ogy between Instagram and Face-
book is identical, the people said.
It sits in the same servers and
databases and shares the same
spam filters, and people who use
both platforms have a single ad-

vertising profile. For example, if
an Instagram user clicks on a
makeup ad within Instagram,
Facebook will tell advertisers to
market beauty products to the
same user when they are on Face-
book. These unified advertising
profiles have allowed the compa-
ny to collect even more data
about people’s behavior and gain
a more complete picture of their
habits, fueling its advertising en-
gine.

These integrations have hardly
gone smoothly. They prompted so
many conflicts that they pushed
Instagram’s founders to suddenly
quit the company in 2018, accord-
ing to various reports. According
to the FTC complaint, Zuckerberg
worried that Instagram’s growing
popularity was cannibalizing
Facebook, and his move to merge
the two products was an attempt
to gain more control over Insta-
gram’s direction.

WhatsApp has had a different
trajectory than Instagram be-
cause its founders were able to
keep a more distinct identity for
the messaging service, in part
because of its focus on encryption
and privacy. Unlike Instagram,
WhatsApp was not a social net-
work — even if it had some attri-
butes of one. The fact that it was
popular in markets outside Face-
book’s core base in North Ameri-
ca and Europe made it less com-
petitive.

Government scrutiny has also
played a role. When the E.U.
examined Facebook’s $19 billion
WhatsApp acquisition in 2014,
Facebook told antitrust regula-
tors that it would not merge their
data. Two years later, Facebook
announced it would do just that.

The announcementled the E.U.
to relaunch an investigation of
the merger, ultimately giving
Facebook a minor fine of
$122 million in 2017 for providing
misleading information during
the vetting of the merger.

WhatsApp engineers stopped a
plan to combine WhatsApp user
profiles with Facebook profiles, in
what was internally dubbed the
“EU Pause,” according to one of
the people. Today, these profiles
are still not combined into one
database.

But the effort to do so is under-
way, according to the people, a
sign that Facebook will not be
daunted by a government lawsuit
that its lawyers estimate could
take a decade to fight. And Whats-
App runs on Facebook servers
and infrastructure and uses tools,
such as an anti-spam filter, built
by Facebook.

“Folks figured out how to break
AT&T apart, which had a far more
complicated physical network,”
said Barry Lynn, an antitrust
scholar and director of the Open
Markets Institute. He calls Face-
book’s claims about integration
“Spin.”

elizabeth.dwoskin @washpost.com

More at washingtonpost.com/
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MetLife unit to be
sold to Farmers

MetLife is selling its home
and auto insurance business to
Farmers Group for $3.94 billion,
the insurers said Friday.

The deal is part of a 10-year
strategic partnership in which
Farmers, which is owned by
Switzerland’s Zurich Insurance
Group, will get access to
MetLife’s network of agents and
take over its property and
casualty policies.

Farmers will also be able to
sell personal insurance products
through MetLife’s group
benefits platforms. MetLife says
that access will allow Farmers to
reach 3,800 employers and
about 37 million eligible
employees.

Analysts expect more
consolidation in the insurance
sector, which has seen
significant losses because of the
coronavirus outbreak.

Last month, RSA Insurance,
one of Britain’s oldest insurance
companies, agreed to a takeover
by Canada’s Intact Financial
and Denmark’s Tryg in a cash
deal that valued it at about
$9.4 billion.

Even before the pandemic,
companies were seeking
acquisitions to cut costs. Late
last year, New York Life
acquired the group life and
disability coverage business of
the insurer Cigna for more than
$6 billion.

MetLife and Farmers are
hoping to close the deal in the

second quarter of 2021. MetLife
expects to be divested of its
property and casualty business
in the first quarter of 2021.

Farmers was founded in 1928
in Los Angeles and acquired by
Zurich in 1998.

— Associated Press

ENTERTAINMENT

Live-events industry
saw big losses in 2020

Because of the coronavirus
pandemic, the concert trade
publication Pollstar puts the
total lost revenue for the live-
events industry in 2020 at more
than $30 billion.

Pollstar on Friday released its
year-end report, explaining that
the live-events industry should
have hit a record-setting
$12.2 billion this year, but
instead it incurred $9.7 billion
in losses. The company added
that the projected $30 billion
figure includes “unreported
events, ancillary revenue,
including sponsorships,
ticketing, concessions, merch,
transportation, restaurants,
hotels, and other economic
activity tied to the live events.”
Those losses accounted for more
than $8 billion.

In March hundreds of artists
announced that their current or
upcoming tours would be
postponed or canceled because
of the pandemic. While a few
performers have played drive-in
concerts and others have held
digital events, the majority of
artists have not played live in
2020.
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Shoppers and delivery workers walk past a row of stalls at Seoul’s Namdaemun Market, the largest
traditional market in South Korea. The vendors are closed because of a coronavirus cluster.

With just a few months on
the road, Elton John’s “Farewell
Yellow Brick Road Tour” led the
year’s Top 100 Worldwide Tours
list with $87.1 million grossed
between Nov. 30 and March 7.
John’s tour ranked No. 2 last
year with $212 million grossed.

Celine Dion came in second
this year with $71.2 million,
followed by Trans-Siberian
Orchestra ($58.2 million), U2

($52.1 million) and Queen +
Adam Lambert ($44.6 million).
Post Malone, the Eagles, the
Jonas Brothers, Dead &
Company and Andrea Bocelli
rounded out the top 10.

“It’s been an extraordinarily
difficult year for the events
industry, which has been
disproportionately impacted by
the coronavirus. As painful as it
is to chronicle the adversity and

loss our industry and many of
our colleagues faced, we
understand it is a critical
undertaking toward facilitating
our recovery, which is
thankfully on the horizon,” Ray
Waddell, president of Oak View
Group’s media and conferences
division, which oversees Pollstar
and VenuesNow, said in a
statement Friday.

“With vaccines, better testing,

new safety and sanitization
protocols, smart ticketing and
other innovations, the live
industry will be ramping up in
the coming months, and we'’re
sure that at this time next year
we’ll have a very different story
to tell”

— Associated Press

ALSO IN BUSINESS

Oracle said it has moved its
headquarters to Austin from its
home state of California to give
employees more flexibility on
where they do their jobs. The
move from Redwood City, Calif.,
“means that many of our
employees can choose their
office location as well as
continue to work from home
part time or all of the time,”
Oracle said Friday in a
regulatory filing. The company
will continue “to support” its
other U.S. office locations in
Santa Monica, Calif., Seattle,
Denver, Orlando and
Burlington, Mass., according to
the filing.

Value Line on Friday reported
a fiscal second-quarter profit of
$5.1 million. The New York-
based company said it had a
profit of 53 cents per share. The
investment research provider
posted revenue of $10.2 million
in the period. Value Line shares
have increased 9 percent since
the beginning of the year. In the
final minutes of trading Friday,
shares hit $31.57, a climb of 19
percent in the past 12 months.

— From news services
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Robot dog firm Boston Dynamics is getting a new owner: Hyundai

BY DALVIN BROWN

A South Korean automaker is
taking over Boston Dynamics, the
robotics company best known for
concocting viral stunt videos fea-
turing quirky animatrons.

The Japanese conglomerate
SoftBank will cede control of Bos-
ton Dynamics to Hyundai, the
automobile company that owns
Kia Motors and Genesis, in a deal
valued at $1.1 billion, the car com-
pany announced Friday. Under the
agreement, Hyundai will gain an
80 percent stake in the robotics
firm while one of Softbank’s affili-
ates will hold the other 20 percent.

Hyundai’s controlling stake is
meant to enhance its plan for
autonomous vehicles and “smart
factories,” the auto company said.
Hyundai said it was interested in
Boston Dynamics because the au-
tomation company “possesses
multiple key technologies for hig-
h-performance robots equipped
with perception, navigation and
intelligence.”

“This transaction will unite ca-
pabilities of Hyundai Motor Group
and Boston Dynamics to spearhead
innovation in future mobility,’
Hyundai executive Euisun Chung
said in a statement. “We will also
contribute to the society by enhanc-
ing its safety, security, public health
amid global trends of aging society
and digital transformation.”

Hyundai also said it benefits
from Boston Dynamics’ location.
The robotics firm has offices in
Boston and Silicon Valley, and both
regions are known as hubs for
robotics innovations. The move
also aligns with Hyundai’s existing
robot division, which creates wear-
able limbs and walking supports
for people who have difficulty get-
ting around.

The deal is expected to close by

The move aligns with
the car company’s
existing robot division.

June.

Boston Dynamics is widely rec-
ognized for pioneering the field of
agile robots that are inspired by
animals. The legged robots are
built to remain balanced as they
maneuver through rocky trails, up
and down staircases or through
narrow passages. Several videos of
the company’s robotic dog Spot,
cat Cheetah and humanoid Atlas
have gone viral, stoking admira-
tion — and terror — across the
Internet.

The latest clip on the compa-
ny’s YouTube channel highlights
its animallike robots scaling

hills, standing upright, playing
sports and navigating industrial
settings. Its most popular stunt
video, with more than 67,000
views, shows one of the compa-
ny’s boxy yellow robots extending
its neck to twist a door handle
and open the door. It held the
door open for another robot dog
to get through.

Boston Dynamics has switched
hands a few times since its incep-
tion in the 1990s.

Google’s parent company Al-
phabet picked it up for an undis-
closed amount in 2013 but shed the
company four years later after it
didn’t fit well with its broader
business. Namely, Boston Dynam-
ics didn’'t have a mass-market
product as Google ramped up its
smart home division with prod-
ucts such as its Fiber Internet
service and Nest speakers.

Boston Dynamics launched its
first commercial offering, a config-
urable robot dog for businesses, in
June. It’s meant to augment diffi-
cult or dangerous human work,
according to the company.

SoftBank took over the engi-
neering firm in 2017 in a bid to
create “the next technology revolu-
tion,” it said at the time.

As part of the deal with Alpha-
bet, SoftBank also absorbed the
Japanese  robotics = company
Schaft.

dalvin.brown@uwashpost.com

5 é

KIM KYUNG-HOON/REUTERS

A boy watches a Boston Dynamics robot during a demonstration in Tokyo in September. The company
was owned previously by Alphabet, followed by SoftBank. Now, Hyundai will take an 80 percent stake,
and a SoftBank affiliate will hold a 20 percent stake.

ANALYSIS

Lawmakers vote in ways that juice their stock portfolios, research shows

Members of Congress
have faced renewed calls
for stricter rules

BY CHRISTOPHER INGRAHAM

A series of well-timed stock
trades early in the pandemic
brought Justice Department scru-
tiny on at least five U.S. senators
this year over potential insider
trading, including Georgia Re-
publicans Kelly Loeffler and David
Perdue. Though the inquiries
were dropped, both lawmakers
have taken heat on the issue as
their respective campaigns head
into a January runoff election that
will determine partisan control of
the Senate.

The trades prompted renewed
calls for stricter regulation of con-
gressional stock ownership, with
proposals ranging from a ban on
trading stock while in office to an
outright prohibition on stock

ownership for elected officials.

New research from political sci-
entists Jordan Carr Peterson and
Christian Grose underscores why
tighter regulations might be nec-
essary. They found that members
of Congress who own stock tend to
vote in ways that benefit their
portfolios and that these decisions
can’t be explained away by other
factors, such as ideology or con-
stituent interests.

Lawmakers’ decision-making
on issues such as financial regula-
tion or economic intervention is
“significantly associated with the
legislators’ ownership interests in
the very companies subject to reg-
ulation, intervention, and poten-
tial rescue,” according to a paper
written by Peterson and Grose and
published in the journal Legisla-
tive Studies Quarterly in August.
Like any otherinvestor, they “max-
imize their wealth and the size of
their asset portfolios.”

Peterson and Grose reached
their conclusions after combing
through U.S. House members’
stock holdings, as described in

mandatory financial disclosures,
and comparing their votes on four
bills with “immediate and direct
impacts” on the stock market:

e The Financial Services Mod-
ernization Act of 1999, which al-
lowed “the functional compo-
nents of investment banks, com-
mercial banks, and insurance
companies to operate as a single
institution,” as Peterson and Grose
describe it.

¢ The Commodity Futures Mod-
ernization Act of 2000, which
loosened regulations governing
complex financial transactions
such as credit default swaps and,
in the view of many experts,
helped pave the way for the finan-
cial crisis of 2007 and 2008.

eThe Emergency Economic
Stabilization Act of 2008, which
created the Troubled Asset Relief
Program (TARP) to allow the
Treasury Department to purchase
assets from failing banks to pre-
vent a collapse of the financial
sector.

e The Auto Industry Financing
and Restructuring Act of 2008,

which bailed out U.S. automakers
Ford, General Motors and
Chrysler.

All four measures “represent
significant deregulatory or inter-
ventionist actions by Congress in
the nation’s economy in the con-
temporary era,” Peterson and
Grose wrote. They had direct ef-
fects on the stock market broadly
and in a number of cases on the
stock prices of specific companies.

Next, they examined whether
there was a relationship between
lawmakers’ stock holdings and
their votes on these measures.
They controlled for factors that
could influence those decisions,
such as party, ideology, net worth,
income and unemployment in
their home district, and political
contributions from the affected
industries.

Peterson and Grose found par-
allels between lawmakers’ stock
holdings and their votes, even af-
ter controlling for potential con-
founding factors. Lawmakers
with large stakes in financial com-
panies directly affected by the Fi-

nancial Services Modernization
Act, for instance, were about 1.1
percentage points more likely to
support that bill than those with
no stock in those companies.

In 2008, lawmakers with con-
siderable holdings in financial
companies were about five per-
centage points more likely to sup-
port the creation of TARP than
those without similar stakes. And
lawmakers with automotive
stocks were roughly eight percent-
age points more likely to vote for
the bailout than those without.

These findings cut across party
lines. Most of the votes examined
attracted broad bipartisan sup-
port. “Legislators’ financial self-
interest, and in particular the
amount of their personal invest-
ments in the industries subject to
regulation, oversight, and inter-
vention, play a larger role than
district characteristics and play a
role that is relatively large even
when compared to the impact of
legislator party,” Peterson and
Grose wrote.

This behavior, it’s worth noting,

is perfectly legal. While the 2012
Stock Act prohibits members of
Congress from insider trading,
there is nothing to prevent them
from casting votes that increase
the value of their assets based on
public information. “Further,” Pe-
terson and Grose wrote, “it is not
prohibited by law for members of
Congress who are exposed to the
stock market generally to allow
this exposure to influence their
policy decisions.”

Aswith any study of this nature,
the authors caution that the asso-
ciations they describe are not nec-
essarily causal: It may be the case
that legislators who support
things such as deregulation and
bailouts are naturally inclined to
hold more stock in companies po-
tentially affected by those policies.

But regardless of whether stock
holdings drive policy or vice versa,
the end result is the same: Law-
makers are empowered to let their
personal financial interests influ-
ence policy decisions affecting
millions of Americans.
christopher.ingraham@washpost.com
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Say no to LSD

Imust take exception to Allen Benson’s Dec. 5 Free
for All letter about Delaware, “Home state of these
others, too.”

This part of the state is never, never, never
referred to as Lower Slower Delaware. The correct
term is Slower Lower Delaware. Big difference.

Tom Egly, Lewes, Del.

Dodge the DMV

I was startled to read that the Phillips Collection
plans to mark its 100th anniversary partly with “a
juried invitation show for artists in the DMV” [“At
100, the Phillips Collection is as relevant as ever,’
Arts & Style, Nov. 29]. “Odd,” I thought, “I never
knew the Department of Motor Vehicles was an
artists’ venue.”

Later, I read Tim Carman’s “A journey this writer
doesn’t want to share” [Style, Dec. 1], in which he
wrote of “chasing around the DMV for my
meals.” This was getting weirder and weirder.
Suspecting that something must be amiss, I did a
Google search of “DMV.” About halfway down alist of
20 or so spelled-out, mostly obscure terms, I spotted
“DC, Maryland, Virginia.”

This isn’t the first time I’ve been stopped short by
unfamiliar acronyms appearing out of nowhere in
The Post. Spelling out or defining such usages at
first appearance would be greatly appreciated by
your more unhip readers. The world has grown
perplexing enough without The Post adding to the
confusion.

Gary Norton, Charlottesville

Flaunting ‘recherché’

A frenemy colleague with an Ivy League degree
once ridiculed my misuse of “flaunt” (“to display
ostentatiously”) in place of “flout” (“to treat with
contemptuous disregard”), and I remain alert to the
error. So, it is with humility that I note that The Post
fell into the trap in the Nov. 29 news article “Tapping
shift in populism, GOP labels Biden elitist”: “While
flouting his wealth, Trump. . .”

It occurred to me momentarily that this might be
ahighly recherché usage to reflect President Trump’s
patronizing his economically challenged supporters
by calling them “the super-elite.” But that would be
too clever by half for a straight-news outlet. Thanks
for brightening my morning.

Janine D. Harris, Alexandria

The good kind of nativism

I was shocked to read Adrian Higgins’s Dec. 3
Gardening column, “Conifers revive the sleeping
garden, but remember: Less is more” [Local Liv-
ing], about deodar cedar. That someone would
recommend planting an exotic tree in their home
garden in this point of time of ecological crisis is
beyond belief. How does it relate to native insects, to
native birds, to the local ecosystem? Also Japanese
red pine, Norway spruce, China fir, Himalayan pine,
Japanese umbrella pine! Are there no native trees
worth growing?

David H. Pardoe, Ellicott City

Hometown hero

The Nov. 28 obituary for legendary football player
Jake Scott, “Super Bowl MVP in
72 Dolphins’ perfect season,”
omitted that he lived in the Wash-
ington area for some time as a
teenager.

He played high school football at
Washington-Liberty in Arlington
and graduated from that school,
then known as Washington-Lee, in
the early 1960s.

Randy Julian, Alexandria

Next time, we’ll be more explicit

Regarding the Nov. 27 Metro headline “Parents
warn of graphic imagery”:
What do The Post’s editors think “graphic”
means? All imagery is graphic.
Jack G. Aubert, Falls Church

Next time, we’ll be less explicit

Most weeks, I look forward to finding the differ-
ences in Second Glance. The photo images them-
selves are typically not the main focus as I search for
12 subtle or obvious changes. However, in the Nov. 22
edition, it was somewhat bewildering to have to
study a man’s private bathroom space. A pretty
shabby one at that!

Surely The Post could come up with something
more attractive: I'd offer my bathroom setting, but I
respect my privacy too much.

At a time when we’re looking for anything to
relieve our pandemic and post-election stress, this
was not helpful. I now feel utterly depressed after
seeing that dirty sink and the old toothbrushes on
that hideous shelving! The real question I have is
who in Takoma Park wanted to submit such a
photograph in the first place? Is there some secret
message I should be finding?

Caroline G. Nicholl, Alexandria

Check out youth hooks

As a middle school librarian who’s been reading a
lot of everything since March, I was excited to check
out the best books of the year in the Nov. 22 Arts &
Style section to see which of my favorites had made
thelists. But I was very disappointed when I reached
the page of children’s books to see that, unlike every
other section, the middle-grade fiction, nonfiction
and picture books were all bunched together — and
were the only books without accompanying covers.
But at least they made the cut: No young adult books
were included at all! There were some great young
adult books this year, and it’s a shame that youth
books were shortchanged.

Kirsten Wall, Arlington

¥ Letters can be sent to letters@washpost.com.
Submissions must be exclusive to The Post and should
include the writer’s address and day and evening
telephone numbers.

Jennifer Psaki, President-elect Joe Biden’s incoming press secretary, in Washington on March 10, 2014.
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Not to be trifled with

Kathleen Parker’s Dec. 2 Wednesday Opinion column, “The
Biden press team honeymoon won’t last,” seemed sexist. She
used phrases such as “The women are understandably excited to
step into these new, important roles, as almost all of them have
testified via Twitter,” as if men wouldn’t do the same. She ended
her column by writing, “It will be fun while it lasts, but the
novelty of the all-women communications team was a trifle

are not novelties.

concocted for attention.” I think we should give more credence to
the women who are part of the team than calling them a novelty.

They are all professionals with years of experience and
deserve and have earned the posts they have been given, as do all
the women so far appointed by President-elect Joe Biden. They

Peter D. Rosenstein, Washington

Good

humor,
bad humor

The headline given to Otts Lau-
pus’s Nov. 21 Free for All letter,
“And we walked five miles to
school every day. Barefoot. In the
snow.,” was gratuitously nasty. Lau-
pus is decades older than I am. His
letter was written in good humor
and was self-deprecating. Whether
one agrees with the opinion he
expressed or not, why allow such a
snarky heading? It was disrespect-
ful in the extreme and reflected the
ageism of whoever wrote it and of
the editor who allowed it.

After reading that morning’s
news, my next task happened to be
to deliver food to a nearby church
that, before the pandemic, was
providing food to 30 families. Now
200 families are coming to this
church, so the church reached out
to my and other local churches for
help. When 1 arrived, the volun-
teers there all looked to be Lau-
pus’s age-mates. God bless them
all.

Maybe walking five miles to
school every day, barefoot and in
the snow, gave them a resiliency
that is still serving them well as
they serve, rather than denigrate,
others.

Denise M. Giacomozzi, Rockville

She couldn’t bear
the invasion of privacy

I have always enjoyed coverage of the lives of our
National Zoo’s pandas. But when I read the Dec. 5
Metro article “National Zoo’s panda cub takes first
wobbly steps,” I was dismayed that the reporter
blamed Mei Xiang, mother of the zoo’s newest baby
panda, for her delay in reporting her baby’s first
steps to the public. I think Mei Xiang showed
admirable maternal instincts when she protected
her newborn from the prying paparazzi. I am a
mother and a nurse midwife. My career has been
devoted to protecting mothers and babies. I would
have done the same thing as Mei Xiang.

Mary Ellen Stanton, McLean

What to do with the money
you've squirreled away

Are squirrels for sale in D.C.?

The caption for the Nov. 29 “Out My Window” was
hilarious. “Washington is home to six species of
squirrels, including the Eastern gray squirrel, which
also comes in black.”

Elizabeth Parker Anderson, Arlington
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A black squirrel in Silver Spring on May 12, 2005.
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Coach Aldo “Buff ” Donelli talks with Pittsburgh Steelers during a game in 1941.

The White and Gold

I read with interest the Dec. 3 KidsPost article
focusing on the difficulties faced by the Pittsburgh
Steelers in finding enough players to field a team
during World War II, “Virus disrupts NFL today, but
war hobbled more teams in 1940s.” The accompany-
ing photograph, however, left me with a question
that was not addressed in the article: Was the

problem that no Black men wanted to play profes-
sional football at that time, or were the Black appli-
cants simply unable to “run around the field twice”?
If I, a 65-year-old White woman, was bothered by
this question, I'm guessing it may also have occurred

to Black children reading the article.
Stephanie Rubin, Silver Spring

JONATHAN NEWTON/THE WASHINGTON POST

The burial service for U.S. Army Lt. Col. Don Faith Jr., a Medal of Honor recipient killed in the Korean
‘War in 1950, on April 17, 2013, in Arlington.

Give thanks to more than a few

In his Nov. 26 op-ed, “Give thanks to the Cho-
sin Few,” George F. Will wrote about Marines at
Chosin. He should have written about troops at
Chosin because there was also an Army unit there
under the command of Lt. Col. Don Faith Jr. They
were on the east side of the reservoir (the Marines
were on the west) and are credited with keeping the
Chinese forces at bay long enough to allow the
Marines to secure a perimeter and eventually escape.

Task Force Faith was eventually annihilated, and
Faith received a Medal of Honor posthumously. The
Marines deserve their recognition for the fight they

put up, and it is a fairly well-known story. Sadly, the
Army’s role is rarely mentioned. I was aware of it
because of a book I read and because my father was
in an Army unit on the other side of the mountains to
the west, also involved in fighting to stay alive. I was
born just a few months prior. My father knew about
Faith’s sacrifice in part because he knew Faith’s
father. Ironically, the elder Faith and my dad served
in China together before the Second World War.
All those men who fought in the brutal cold that
winter deserve recognition.
Vance Holliday, Tucson

Front-page-worthy

I continue to be surprised that the two graphs
showing “New coronavirus cases and deaths in the
U.S., by day” — which were a daily front-page feature
back in April and May — have been relegated to the
inside pages of the news section.

Coronavirus cases are now five to six times the
daily number of cases back in April and May. Deaths
are somewhat lower, but not by much; there were
2,506 deaths on Dec. 1.

If those statistics don’t merit front-page news, I'm
afraid The Post and I must disagree about the
definition of the word “newsworthy.”

Don DeArmon, Frederick

The recession we need

Two recent front-page headlines were prime
examples of the often discussed tendency of the
press to see President Trump as the prime mover of
our times and to give his words and actions
overarching agency and significance: “Trump re-
lents, lets transition proceed” [Nov. 24] and “Trump
grants pardon to Flynn” [Nov. 26].

The Nov. 26 front-page lead article might possibly
have been the below-the-fold “Biden calls for shared
sacrifice to conquer virus,” which is surely the theme
we will be living through in the coming months,
stated by the leader who will be directing the efforts.

I think it’s time for us to get over our reflexive
fascination with Trump and allow him to recede to
his true importance.

Spencer Hines, Germantown

A slightly smaller ‘landslide’

Several recent articles and op-eds in The Post,
including the Nov. 29 Fact Checker column, “In just
10 minutes, Trump manages a dozen fairy tales
about a stolen election,” stated that in 2016, Donald
Trump defeated Democratic presidential nominee
Hillary Clinton 306 to 232 in the electoral college.
That should have been the tally, but according to the
Federal Election Commission, the actual Trump-
Clinton count was 304 to 227 because of “faithless
electors” on both sides.

Paul Strassman, Marriottsville



A20

EZ

RE

THE WASHINGTON POST - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2020

The Washington Post

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

EDITORIALS

An unjustifiable sticking point

Mr. McConnell should not insist on lawsuit protections at the expense of economic relief.

HE RESURGENCE of the corona-

virus, with all the death, suffering

and stress on the hospital system

it entails, threatens to swamp
whatever public health benefits were
achieved by the comprehensive shut-
down of the U.S. economy in April and
May. Compounding the situation is a
looming reversal of the significant eco-
nomic gains the country has achieved
since midsummer. Signs that the come-
back is faltering include, most recently,
Thursday’s Labor Department report
that 853,000 people filed for new unem-
ployment benefits, up 137,000 from the
week before. And even though Congress
has the power to bolster the economy —
and prevent pointless hardship — Repub-
licans and Democrats remain deadlocked
on the new package all of them claim to
want.

This has to end. It wouldn’t be a
congressional legislative session if there
weren’t plenty of unreasonable demands
and partisan advantage-seeking on both
sides, but at the moment the least justifi-

able sticking point is Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell’s (R-Ky.) insis-
tence on protecting businesses and uni-
versities from covid-19-related tort law-
suits. We say this from a position of
openness toward his idea on the merits.
As we have previously noted, it is far from
inherently unreasonable to shield hard-
pressed business from lawsuits that try to
make them liable to workers or custom-
ers for harm done by a virus whose
connection to any particular company
policy or action would be hard to prove.
But the urgency of such protection is
rapidly diminishing in the light of new
developments — first, the deteriorating
economy, and second, evidence that ex-
isting legal obstacles have so far reined in
plaintiffs’ lawyers. Legal database Lex
Machina reports 234 virus-related cases
filed against companies as of Nov. 30.
Also relevant: Vaccines are becoming
available, meaning that the country may
be looking at an end to uncontrolled
spread by late 2021. Certainly, liability
protection should not be put on a par with

a far more direct form of help to the
economy — federal aid to state and local
governments. Yet Mr. McConnell did just
that when, faced with the inability of a
bipartisan Senate group to compromise
on liability protection, he offered to pass a
bill without it, if Democrats would agree
to take out state and local aid, too.

There is, perhaps, still time for sena-
tors to reach the optimal outcome, a
compromise on liability that fits into a
bipartisan bill alongside robust state and
local aid. The overriding imperative,
however, is: Something is far better than
nothing. Among economists, both
Republican-leaning and Democratic,
who have considered the essential ingre-
dients of a new aid package, few if any put
liability protection at the top of the list;
almost all, however, do include state and
local aid, beefed-up unemployment ben-
efits, health-care funding and nutrition
assistance. Congress must legislate ac-
cordingly. If it does not, Mr. McConnell
will deserve a heavy share of the
responsibility.

Punishing diverse slates

The Supreme Court considers the president’s latest attempt to skew the census.

OTHING ABOUT the Trump ad-

ministration’s latest census case,

which the Supreme Court heard

last week, looks good. President
Trump is once again trying to manipulate
the numbers in order to rob states such
as California of seats in Congress. This
time, the president’s schemeisbased ona
bizarre reading of the Constitution and
federal law. And even if the court allowed
Trump officials to try to pull it off, acting
solicitor general Jeffrey B. Wall admitted
that it is unclear they would succeed in
skewing the political map.

Against all |historical practice,
Mr. Trump wants to exclude undocu-
mented immigrants from the census
numbers used to apportion House seats
among the states. A July study from the
Pew Research Center concluded that
doing so would deprive several diverse
states of congressional seats, while re-
warding Whiter ones. Justice Stephen
G. Breyer also raised the possibility that
the skewed apportionment numbers
might affect how federal money is
distributed.

This would be plainly illegal. The
Constitution commands that House
seats be apportioned according to “the
whole number of persons in each state.”
Federal law stipulates that the Census
Bureau must give the president a “tabu-
lation of total population by States,” and
the president must report to Congress
“the whole number of persons in each
State” and “the number of Representa-
tives to which each State would be
entitled.” The Trump administration ar-
gues that the law only requires inhabit-
ants to be counted — not, say, an undocu-
mented immigrant who crossed the bor-
der the day before the census began its
count. Aside from defying all past prac-
tice, Justice Amy Coney Barrett pointed
out that many undocumented immi-
grants have strong ties to their communi-
ties stretching back decades, and it
would be nonsensical to claim they had
no settled residence in the United States.

Yet most of the court’s discussion
revolved around the possibility that the
Trump administration might fail to up-
end the map even if it were allowed to try.
Mr. Wall informed the court that the
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The Supreme Court in Washington in November.

Census Bureau did not know how many
undocumented immigrants it could
identify in census response records —
and, therefore, how many people it could
subtract from the census’s top-line num-
bers. It already appears likely the bureau
will miss its Dec. 31 deadline to report its
figures to the president, and Mr. Wall
could only speculate that some of the
numbers might be available in the weeks
following the deadline.

In fact, Mr. Wall argued that it was so
unclear that any state would ultimately
be harmed that the court should punt the
case, vacate a lower-court ruling enjoin-
ing the president, and force the objectors
to file a new lawsuit if Mr. Trump’s
attempts to warp the census pan out. The

court does not often act to prevent
speculative injury.

If the court does not stop Mr. Trump
now, the country must hope that the
Census Bureau fails to produce numbers
before Mr. Trump leaves office. A differ-
ence of a few thousand people in the
count in one state or another could be all
that is required to affect congressional
apportionment. If Mr. Trump gets his
chance to skew the political map, the
justices will have to consider the merits
of the case as quickly as possible.

If and when the court gets to the
merits, the message must be strong and
unequivocal: Mr. Trump’s efforts to skew
the count for political advantage contra-
dict the law’s clear demands.

Dreams restored

Three years after the administration’s attack, ‘dreamers’ are granted a new foothold.

HREE YEARS after the Trump

administration launched its as-

sault on “dreamers,” undocu-

mented migrants brought here
as children by their parents, a federal
court has ordered the protections origi-
nally granted to them by the Obama
administration restored to their original
form. And not for the first time.

In July, a different federal court, fol-
lowing a recent Supreme Court ruling
alongthe samelines, told the administra-
tion to begin accepting new applications
for the Obama-era program that shields
dreamers from deportation. Despite that
order, despite the Supreme Court ruling,
and despite broad bipartisan support for
dreamers and extending their protec-
tions and work permits, the administra-
tion ducked, dodged and publicly com-
plained about the Supreme Court. The
ruling “usurps the clear authority of the
Executive Branch,” whined acting home-
land security secretary Chad Wolf, who
holds no law degree and whose own
appointment to his current job violated
federal law, according to the Govern-
ment Accountability Office and a federal
court.

Even in its waning weeks in power,

with no political advantage to be gained,
the Republican crusade continues
against a cohort of young people raised
in this country and American in every
way but for their legal status. A group of
GOP state attorneys general has chal-
lenged the program’s constitutionality in
a Texas court, where a hearing is sched-
uled later this month.

Roughly 650,000 young people are
covered by the program, known as De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA), and an estimated 300,000 more
are eligible and awaiting a chance to
apply. It was that chance that the admin-
istration removed in 2017, when it began
its campaign to end DACA. Officials were
unable immediately to rescind the pro-
gram’s benefits from those who already
enjoyed them, which included two-year,
renewable work permits, while the fight
continued in the courts. But right after
the Supreme Court, in June, blocked the
administration’s attempt to deep-six
DACA, Mr. Wolf set about eviscerating it,
barring all new applications and slashing
renewal work permits to one year from
two.

Last week, Judge Nicholas G. Garaufis
of U.S. District Court in Brooklyn called a

halt to the nonsense. He ordered the
Department of Homeland Security and
other agencies to begin accepting new
DACA applications, including from some
55,000 teenagers who were frozen out of
the program for the past three years but
have since turned 15, the age of eligibility.

One can only guess what toxic brew of
animus, cruelty and ideological fervor
impels the fight against DACA at this
stage. President-elect Joe Biden has
made clear he will restore the program.
And more than three-quarters of Ameri-
cans say dreamers should remain in the
United States with legal status, including
nearly 70 percent of Republicans, accord-
ing to a poll this summer.

Armed with that knowledge,
Mr. Biden should do more than restore
the status quo ante. Dreamers deserve a
permanent resolution, and that means
legislation to codify their legal status or
citizenship in this country. It is absurd to
persist in legal battles whose implicit
endgame is the marginalization and
eventual expulsion of roughly 1 million
migrants, mostly in their 20s and 30s,
who lack a permanent foothold here by
no fault of their own. End the insanity,
now.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

letters@washpost.com

Renaming Wilson High

Regarding the Oct. 26 letter “A princi-
pal of principle”:

As a 1962 graduate of D.C’s Woodrow
Wilson High School, I have no objection
to renaming it in honor of Edna Jackson.
I was not fortunate to have Jackson for
any of my classes, but from the wonderful
accolades she received in our 50th-
reunion souvenir book, she must have
been a truly outstanding teacher.

There was another African American
role model at Wilson in that period. I
knew him as Capt. Andrew E. Weeks, and
in addition to having classroom duties,
he oversaw the Junior ROTC program at
Wilson. Weeks was a member of the
D.C. National Guard, and his commis-
sion was in the Military Police Corps. As
our JROTC instructor, he coached the
Wilson rifle team (there was a rifle range
in the basement where we practiced);
instructed us in military map reading (at
which we competed against cadets from
other D.C. schools); taught us the funda-
mentals of drill and ceremonies (result-
ing in our having a competent color
guard for the baccalaureate service in the
Washington National Cathedral), etc.

After my graduation from Wilson, and
much influenced by Weeks, I went off to a
military college and received my own
Army commission upon graduation. As I
noted in my entry in our 50th-reunion
booklet, Weeks had a profound influence
on me. He was a living role model for how
an Army officer should look, comport
himself and demonstrate professional
competence within his assigned branch
of service.

By the time he retired, I believe he was
Lt. Col. Weeks, and I think he might have
been the commanding officer of the
Military Police component of the
D.C. National Guard. For their specific
interface with students, I suggest that the
school’s name be changed to “Jackson-
Weeks High School.”

John Walters, Leonardtown

Regarding Courtland Milloy’s
‘Wednesday Metro column, “New school
name should honor star D.C. educator”:

I am an alumna of Woodrow Wilson
High School, Class of 1968. Vincent Reed
was the best thing that ever happened to
that school. He was a prince among
men. Everyone loved him and respected
him and did as he advised — hippies (my
group), jocks, wonks, everyone! The boys
about to start a fight would separate
respectfully just on sight of him. He
listened to everybody, too. In those days,
the student body was still almost entirely
White. Mr. Reed was the most respected
person by all, in any capacity.

Anyone who was there when he was
remembers him well still. He was an
authentic hero of the times, which were
unsettled, to say the least!

Robynne Williams, Silver Spring

Low-income and left out

Sens. Mark R. Warner (D-Va.) and
Susan Collins (R-Maine) said in their
Dec. 8 op-ed, “We can’t afford inaction on
the covid-19 compromise package,” that
their compromise “would help Ameri-
cans at least get through the next four
months.” With due respect to their bipar-
tisan efforts, that was dead wrong.

Very little in the coronavirus relief
package would help low-income Ameri-
cans make it through even one month.
What’s needed most is rent relief and
money to cover food and utility bills.
Yet no direct payments to low-income
individuals similar to the checks issued
under the Cares Act in the spring are to be
found. The bipartisan proposal mainly
would benefit interests with access to
Congress: businesses (via cheap or free
money, plus a liability shield), nonprofits/
associations/churches, state govern-
ments, and professional classes including
doctors, lawyers and accountants.

The D.C. government’s decision to
send $1,200 checks to people among the
hardest hit sets a good example for states
and the federal government. Congres-
sional leaders, many perched in the
nation’s wealthiest strata, need to under-
stand that about half of the U.S. work-
force earns low wages or is out of a job.
Viewed from the bottom up, the United
States is becoming a much more impov-
erished nation.

Karl Polzer, Falls Church
The writer is founder of the Center on
Capital & Social Equity.

The media and the message

I agree with Margaret Sullivan’s Dec. 7
Style column, “How Biden can protect the
press post-Trump,” that President-elect
Joe Biden should prioritize freedom of
the press. I hope he will make it a hall-
mark of his administration, of the
U.S. government and of democracy.

However, his doing so ought not leave
the media off the hook: The media need to

play as prominent a role in righting the
freedom-of-the-press ship as the presi-
dent. Every journalist and organization
employing journalists should acknowl-
edge falsehood for what it is and give it
short shrift, thereby replacing falsehood
with truth; and recognize President
Trump for what he is about to hereafter be
— one of 328 million citizens — and not
allowing him or any other citizen to hi-
jackthe mediato promotelies and hatred.

Journalism should, as a profession,
establish fair and objective standards and
procedures for censuring journalists and
media for purveying egregious false-
hoods and patterns of lying. Every profes-
sion “polices” itself to some extent. Exter-
nal enforcement becomes challenging in
our democracy given freedom of the
press. It is all the more important for
journalism to do an exceptional job of
protecting itself and American democra-
cy from journalistic malpractice.

Dozens of journalists calling out the
same lies hundreds of times a day gives
lift to the lies. Journalism as a profession-
al calling — the academy, active journal-
ists and media organizations — needs to
be able to advise the public of what media
it can trust and those that are not worthy
of our trust.

Irv Katz, Falls Church

Trees to the rescue

The Nov. 29 editorial “The climate
change president” missed one vital op-
portunity for President-elect Joe Biden
to launch bipartisan climate action:
tapping America’s forests to deliver
natural climate solutions. Throughout
the 116th Congress, even during the
tense election season, unexpected bipar-
tisan coalitions have come together to
build on the 15 percent of U.S. carbon
dioxide emissions already captured in
our forests annually. This includes legis-
lation to more rapidly replant national
forests after wildfires and other disas-
ters, expanding incentives for private
forest owners to sequester more carbon
dioxide and planting trees to naturally
cool our cities — saving lives, energy and
greenhouse gas emissions in one fell
SWOOD.

Forest-climate solutions are popular
because they bring many ecological
co-benefits, such as protection for our
drinking water, and generate as many as
40 green jobs per $1 million invested.
Mr. Biden can build a bridge to climate
consensus out of wood.

Jad Daley, Washington
The writer is president and chief
executive of American Forests.

A better plan for student debt

The Dec. 4 editorial “Regressive re-
lief” highlighted the waste and unfairness
that would result under the Schumer-
Warren proposal to cancel individual
student loan debts up to $50,000 regard-
less of borrower income. If that proposal
were enacted, would any future student
borrower not think about the possibility
of such mega-prizes being offered again,
when nationwide outstanding debt again
reaches a politically meaningful lev-
el? And would that not be an incentive for
borrowers to take on unnecessary debt?
And not to take their repayment obliga-
tions very seriously?

The editorial also noted that the cur-
rent federal student loan program’s
income-contingent repayment option
provides a fair and sensible means of
dealing with high levels of student debt.
Like the “forbearance” authority now be-
ing used by the Trump administration as a
means of coronavirus economic relief,
income-contingent repayment was made
possible by the not-long-ago creation of
direct federal student loans. The incom-
ing Biden administration should expand
upon and improve the hard-won student
loan reforms accomplished under Presi-
dents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama and
not create a wasteful and regressive stu-
dent loan cancellation program.

Improving higher education opportu-
nity and reducing the need for borrowing
could be accomplished by significantly
expanding the well-targeted Pell Grant
and Work-Study programs — at a small
fraction of the estimated $250 billion to
$300 billion cost of the Schumer-Warren
proposal.

Robert Davidson, Falls Church
The writer is a former director of
postsecondary analysis at the
U.S. Department of Education.

‘ CORRECTION ‘

The Dec. 9 editorial “Undermining
civilian control” incorrectly stated that
retired Army Gen. Lloyd J. Austin IIT
was the first Black officer to command a
division. He was the first Black officer to
command a division in combat.
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COLBERT I. KING

The young lives
being lost in D.C.
should matter to us

lame me for overreacting and focusing this

column time and again on an issue that,

based upon the perfunctory attention it gets

from city leaders and the civic community, is
treated as something minor: violence, particularly
among our youths.

I begyour pardon for making it sound like a really
serious problem, but I can’t help myself. Too many of
this city’s youths are on the receiving end of violence
— orare causing bodily harm to others — often to the
point of death. To pretend otherwise, and suggest
that our greatest problems are too many cars on the
streets, too little clean air and inattention to motor
scooters and bikes, is absurd.

Yes, the community was shocked almost two
weeks ago by the story of 15-month-old Carmelo
Duncan being shot to death in Southeast D.C. while
strapped in a car seat next to his 8-year-old brother.

But you might have missed the item in The Post’s
Dec. 8 Metro section about a 15-year-old boy who
was arrested and charged with first-degree murder
after a man was found shot in a Southeast neigh-
borhood.

You also might not have read a Dec. 9 item about a
14-year-old Washington youth charged Tuesday with
first-degree murder in the fatal shooting of a
52-year-old man July 6. At the time of his arrest, the
youth was under the supervision of the D.C. Depart-
ment of Youth Rehabilitation Services in connection
with a fatal shooting two days before.

You probably don’t recall that shortly after mid-
night on Jan. 17, an 11-year-old and a 15-year-old
were shot. Police said the shooting didn’t appear to
be random.

Remember the news about a 16-year-old getting
charged June 22 with four murders in a gang-related
spree that had also injured five others in April and
May? No? Well, police said he had been released
from custody for an unknown offense March 29 and
had cut off an ankle monitor before the violence.

Yes, there was aload of publicity about the Fourth
of July community cookout where an 11-year-old boy
was struck by a bullet in the head and died. Four
men, ages 18, 20, 22 and 25, have been arrested and
charged with murder in the shooting.

But did you know that on the heels of the
Independence Day Kkilling, on Aug. 4, seven people
were shot in separate incidents in Northeast and
Northwest D.C.? In the Northeast incident, an
18-year-old was found dead and a 17-year-old was
wounded.

Or that six days later, on Aug. 10, there was a
double shooting in Northwest that left a 17-year-old
dead and another person injured?

The Aug. 21 afternoon shooting of a boy walking
to the store with his mother made some news. He
was 5 years old.

But most of these incidents get little media
coverage — just little snippets about youth violence.

You wouldn’t know there was so much youth-
involved violence if you followed only the D.C.
Council’s or Mayor Muriel Bowser’s press releases.

My columns over the years have received the same
response from the “leaders” who are empowered to
do something to help youths most at risk.

I comb through the litany of columns and cringe.

“D.C. is closing our 2019 with 163 homicides.
When will the violence end?” I wrote last Dec. 27.
That was then.

Now, with less than three weeks to go before New
Year’s Eve, the District has racked up 192 homicides.

I know from reader feedback that some of you are
sick and tired of my writing about this stuff. When I
turn to the subject, one reader reflexively writes that
I'm making too much of today’s violence — that
conditions were much worse during the crack
epidemic of the ’90s.

Iremember those days. Black lives were lost then.
Black lives are being lost now. One is too many.

This week, I encountered a meditation asking us
to seek divine help to “focus on the great worth of
each other”

Children who are killing and getting killed have
great worth. We can’t, for both their sake and our
city’s future, let them waste it.

I have grandchildren as old as some of the
shooters and their victims. My seven grandchildren
weren’t born smarter, more talented or more en-
dowed with the capacity to distinguish right and
wrong than the youths I've been writing about.

Those children — yes, that’s what most are —
through no fault of their own, are not growing up
where they can feel safe and secure, and get the close
attention, acceptance, guidance, discipline and love
— yes, love — that my seven grandkids receive.

That’s just not fair.

We, as a city, need to reclaim, not reject, them. To
get into their lives, and in a good way, even if it
means elbowing our way in. They aren’t statistics.

Most are Black. They are ours. Even if some of our
high and mighty city leaders believe otherwise.

Those young Black lives matter.

That’s why I write.

kingc@uwashpost.com

DRAWING BOARD

PECEMBER 7, 1941 SEPTEMBER

11, 2001 ] DECEMBER 9, 2020

A DATE WHICH |fe:
WILL LIVE IN 3
INFAMY...

AMERICA’S i
DARKEST DAY...

JUST ANOTHER
WEDNESDAY...

T YACRAMINTO BEF - o *
()" P ~ afasatasnrngere u

» -
..-—-—'_a

E Ea Ez@zozoﬁ!m,com

BY ROB ROGERS FOR ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION

GEE...| DONT
KNOw WHETHER
I SHOWD LEAVE

SRt

L AT

BY MIKE SMITH FOR THE LAS VEGAS SUN

Biden can end the
mass incarceration
ol immigrants

BY MADHURI GREWAL

he administration of President-elect Joe Biden

must do more than reverse the cruel immigration

policies of the Trump administration. While the

Trump administration’s policies have been partic-
ularly egregious, they are just the latest manifestation of a
system that is fundamentally flawed. It is not enough to
just turn back the clock on the past four years.

Itis time to put an end to the Immigration and Customs
Enforcement detention machine.

Over the past several decades, immigration detention —
in essence, incarcerating those awaiting a determination
of their immigration status or potential deportation — has
become our nation’s newest system of mass incarceration
for Black and Brown people. Rather than perpetuating
this costly and cruel system, the Biden administration can
immediately take action to curtail it — without any new
laws from Congress, with the goal of phasing out mass
detention.

Specifically, the new administration should immedi-
ately close all family detention centers. It should termi-
nate existing contracts with private prisons and local and
state jails by the end of the year, beginning with those that
have an egregious history of abuse. It should also refrain
from entering into new ones.

During the first 100 days, the new administration’s
budget proposal can signal changed priorities, including
an immediate reduction of at least 75 percent in the
detention budget of ICE.

The Biden administration should eliminate bond for
those otherwise eligible for release, and operate under a
presumption of liberty, not detention. Under current law,
ICE could immediately release tens of thousands of people
from custody, but it routinely ignores its own internal
standards to deny liberty to immigrants. The administra-
tion should simultaneously work with Congress to elimi-
nate any circumstances in which detention is mandatory.

Incarceration of immigrants used to be the exception,
not the rule. Under the law, we aren’t supposed to
incarcerate people to punish them for lacking immigra-
tion status — thatis a civil matter — or to deter others from
coming to the United States. But that’s precisely what we
now do, and on a massive scale. Decades of racist “tough
on crime” policies, new detention policies seeking to
punish and discourage people from coming to the United
States, and the expansion of the detention infrastructure
in the aftermath of 9/11 have pushed us in this unwise,
expensive and inhumane direction.

The numbers are staggering. In just over six decades,
the United States has completely upended its 1954 goal of
ending the use of detention in “all but a few cases.” The
detention of immigrants on any given day has gone from
just under 6,800 in 1994, to nearly 34,000 in 2013, to an
all-time high of more than 52,000 in 2019. In short, in just
25 years, the average daily population of immigrant
detainees has increased more than sevenfold. We have all
but normalized a system that abuses and traumatizes
immigrants as a matter of practice.

Although other agencies detain immigrants, ICE is
responsible for the vast majority of detentions and holds
people the longest — for months or even years. The cruelty
of its vast network — more than 200 sites nationwide — is
by design: Detain people in the middle of nowhere,
without lawyers and with no support network nearby.
Pressure the people who are still fighting their cases into
giving up their legal claims. Deport people covertly, and
repeat.

ICE detention is a critical piece of our country’s mass
deportation conveyor belt, propping up a system that
tolerates racist practices, harms families and children, and
denies basic due process and human rights to hundreds of
thousands of people each year — costing taxpayers more
than $3 billion this past fiscal year alone. Detained
individuals have suffered severe pain and medical neglect
culminating in sometimes months-long hunger strikes,
deaths, amputations and suicides. Recently, numerous
women bravely came forward to report invasive and
unnecessary surgeries, including hysterectomies, while in
ICE detention.

Those caught up in this system include pregnant
women and families — some with babies and toddlers.
Many are longtime lawful residents with deep ties to our
community; some are ripped from their children’s arms by
armed ICE officers or arrested on church grounds. ICE has
even detained U.S. citizens.

This year, covid-19 has laid bare the ultimate costs of
immigration detention. ICE has refused to provide even
basics like masks or soap, denied testing to keep infection
numbers artificially low, recklessly transferred people
between facilities with coronavirus outbreaks, and failed
to provide urgent medical care. ICE’s neglect during a
pandemic is killing people and spreading the virus.

In part because of litigation and advocacy, ICE deten-
tion levels declined significantly this year, demonstrating
that people are needlessly detained. These lower levels of
detention, coupled with a presumption of release, enable a
new administration to make urgently needed changes.

These recommendations are the minimum of what the
Biden administration must do. But implementing them
would move us toward a reimagined system — without the
systemic trauma and cruelty stemming from immigrant
detention — that embodies our nation’s values of fairness,
justice and human rights.

The writer is the federal immigration policy counsel at the ACLU.

ALEXANDRA PETRI

Republicans’ tacit nods to Biden’s win are everywhere if you look hard enough

“David Perdue appears to tacitly acknowledge
Biden’s victory in video call with Republican
group”

“Trump attacks Fox as Republicans tacitly
acknowledge Biden win”

“Farah resigns as White House communications
director in tacit nod to Trump’s loss”

— Recent headlines in The Post
and the Guardian

00Kk, it would be bad if, hypothetically, only

27 congressional Republicans were willing to

state that they could tell for sure who had

won the election, and that it was Joe Biden.

That would be frustrating and alarming! But fortu-

nately, we do not live in that world. Although only

27 Republicans in Congress have said they are

positive about the election in literal, out-loud words

we can hear, saying the words out loud or emitting a

statement to that effect are only two of the ways you
can show what you think.

For everything else, there are Tacit Acknowledg-

ments! Sure, no one has said anything, but they

didn’t have to! You can also stare off into the middle

distance in a certain way as you dodge reporters, or
tweet something full of Easter eggs for devoted fans.
There are so many other subtle cues that show that
actually, our system is not under strain and the
results of the election are being acknowledged from
sea to shining sea.

You just have to believe in them enough, and then
you will start seeing them everywhere! For instance:

Rep. Mo Brooks (R-Ala.) said that “this is the
worst election theft in the history of the United
States.” This is not unsettling, but rather a tacit
admission of confidence in the results. “Worst
election theft in the history of the United States”
here means “poorest attempt to thieve an election
that has ever happened; most disappointing failure
to steal the election possible.”

Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.) referred to
Biden as the president-elect, but then her staff said
she misspoke, which was a tacit acknowledgment
that we’re only doing tacit acknowledgments.

Kellyanne Conway has sold a book about her time
in the Trump administration, which implies that
there will be an end to it.

When Sen. Mike Braun (R-Ind.) said of voter fraud

that “when you just say that there’s nothing there,
you’re going to have half the country uncertain
about what just happened,” he blinked several times
rapidly in succession! This could spell “Y” in Morse
code, which would be an affirmative answer to the
question “Do you accept the results of the election,
Y/N?”

Rep. Paul Gosar (R-Ariz.), when asked whether
he’d support Biden as president, replied, “No, nev-
er!” But in the classic Gilbert & Sullivan song “I Am
the Captain of the Pinafore,” “No, never,” means
“Hardly ever!,” which means, “Yes, definitely!” Clear-
ly an allusion!

Sen. Tom Cotton (R-Ark.) simply declined The
Post’s request for comment on whether he acknowl-
edged that Biden was the winner; he didn’t decline
to say that Biden was the winner, he just declined to
say anything at all. That’s positive, especially when
you think of the many terrible things Tom Cotton has
not declined to say!

Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) beseeched the Supreme
Court to hear a challenge to the Pennsylvania
results, saying, “Ordinarily, the U.S. Supreme Court
would stay out of election disputes, especially

concerning state law. But these are not ordinary
times.” Probably this was because he hoped the
Supreme Court would hear the case and say it was
bad.

The attorneys general of 17 other states are
supporting the Texas attorney general’s lawsuit
trying to stop certification of the election results of
several states Donald Trump did not win. This
sounds as if they’re trying to overturn the election,
but it also presupposes that the current election
results would not result in another term for Trump!

Vice President Pence has declined to call Vice
President-elect Kamala D. Harris to congratulate her
only because of his religious commitment never to
congratulate a woman to whom he is not married,
not because he doesn’t accept the results. He did not
react to a crowd shouting, “Stop the steal!” because
he was busy thinking silently about how wrong they
were.

And Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) said, “The
future will take care of itself.” Describing the future
in non-apocalyptic terms is certainly a tacit ac-
knowledgement that Trump will not be president.

Twitter: @petridishes
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Hezhollah member gets five life sentences in 2005 assassination of Hariri

BY SARAH DADOUCH

BEIRUT — A special tribunal set
up to prosecute those responsible
for the 2005 assassination of for-
mer Lebanese prime minister
Rafiq al-Hariri sentenced a Hez-
bollah member to five life sen-
tences Friday, nearly four months
after it found him guilty.

Salim Jamil Ayyash was one of
four men charged with belonging
to a cell that carried out the
attack, which left the former
prime minister and business ty-

coon dead, along with 21 others.
In August, the United Nations-
mandated Special Tribunal for
Lebanon concluded its 11-year in-
vestigation, finding Ayyash guilty
on all charges of involvement.
The bomb that targeted
Hariri’s motorcade on Valentine’s
Day in 2005 left behind unrest in
the region. The Iranian-backed
militant group Hezbollah, which
today controls the Lebanese gov-
ernment, was the main suspect in
the attack. Immediately following
the assassination, suspicions also

landed on neighboring Syria, a
Hezbollah ally.

Shortly after the assassination
and under international pressure,
Syria’s military, which occupied
Lebanon for nearly three decades,
withdrew from the country.
Hariri, who had high connections
and support in France and Saudi
Arabia, was an outspoken critic of
Syria’s influence and had been
openly trying to end its dominion.

Ayyash was tried in absentia, as
were three alleged accomplices
who were acquitted on grounds of

insufficient evidence connecting
them to the assassination. None
of them have been located nor
have any signs of life been estab-
lished.

Ayyash received a life sentence
Friday for each of five charges:
conspiring to commit an act of
terrorism; criminal association;
committing acts of terrorism; in-
tentional homicide with premedi-
tation; and attempted intentional
homicide with premeditation.

Although the tribunal had
failed in August to determine who

had ordered Hariri’s death, Judge
Janet Nosworthy said Friday that
Ayyash “had a central role in the
attack.”

Anewinternational arrest war-
rant was issued for Ayyash, which
will be transmitted to Lebanon
and the Netherlands, where the
tribunal is based. The prosecutor
was authorized to ask Interpol to
issue and circulate writ notices,
requesting that law enforcement
agencies locate Ayyash and provi-
sionally arrest him.

“Mr. Ayyash is a fugitive from

justice,” said Australian presiding
Judge David Re. “The attack was
intended to spread terror in Leba-
non, and indeed did,” he said,
reading out the court’s decision.
“The trial chamber is satisfied it
should impose the maximum sen-
tence for each of the five crimes of
a life sentence to be served con-
currently.”

No Syrians were charged, even
though Syrian officials came un-
der suspicion following the assas-
sination.

sarah.dadouch@uwashpost.com
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President-elect Joe Biden
is poised to make his
mark on American
Catholicism. B2
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Fairfax County has begun
the process of getting rid =
of Confederate names on
streets and other sites. B3
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A firefighter is charged
with fatally shooting a
man this month in
Northwest Washington. ea

Amid protests, D.C. police face perception they've chosen sides

BY MARISSA J. LANG
AND PETER HERMANN

The tension and violence at last
month’s “Million MAGA March”
has cast a long shadow, with ideo-
logically opposed groups facing
off again Saturday in the nation’s
capital as police try to walk a line
somewhere in between.

D.C. protesters who have spent
months calling for criminal justice
reform say they were outnum-
bered and violently attacked by
Proud Boys and other far-right
agitators while police stood by on
Nov. 14. At least three suffered
knife wounds.

Trump ralliers to return
after clashes between
opposing sides last month

Republican members of Con-
gress, meanwhile, accused the
District’s liberal leadership of al-
lowing D.C. protesters to harass
and set fire to the property of
Trump supporters.

As these two dissonant sides
meet again, police in the role of
peacekeepers will be forced to
contend with the growing percep-

tion that officers have chosen
sides.

District officials say police did
their best to minimize harm in a
delicate and difficult situation.
But officers’ behavior at the No-
vember rally — posing for photos
with supporters of President
Trump, standing back as demon-
strators in Make America Great
Again garb vandalized Black Lives
Matter signs, standing back as ar-
guments escalated to physical
conflict — has prompted many to
question the role personal politics
play in policing.

When Trump’s most fervent
supporters gather Saturday, urg-

ing him to continue his fight to
overturn theresults of the election
he lost, D.C. activists will not be
waiting along Pennsylvania Av-
enue to meet them.

Instead, protesters will gather
in Black Lives Matter Plaza, ready
to defend what they see as theirs:
the fence on which signs and me-
morials have been hung, the pave-
ment that bears the slogan “Black
lives matter,” the very city itself
and the people who live there.

Officials expect a smaller crowd
than the thousands who con-
verged days after Democrat Joe
Biden was declared the victor of a
bitterly fought presidential race.

But the threat of an unpredictable
and potentially violent day looms.

Police have said they stood back
as Trump’s supporters destroyed
signs because authorities do not
believe it is illegal to tear them
down and officers thought step-
pingin might exacerbate tensions.
Roger A. Mitchell Jr., the city’s
interim deputy mayor for public
safety and justice, conceded in an
interview that the optics were
poor.

“I can absolutely see how peo-
ple would see it as taking sides,” he
said. “I'm not supportive of any
law enforcement officer taking

SEE POLICE ON B2

It’san odd sight to see Santa Claus out on the

streets jogging for exercise. After all, part of his
iconiclook is his plentiful midsection.

But Stephen Schreurs, who has resembled
thejolly old man since he was in his 30s, can be
found on the roads of Olney, Md., most days
trotting while wearing red or purple shorts
and a matching hat as he prepares for yet
another marathon dressed as Santa.

“I've embraced the role,” said Schreurs, 72,

who has almost 50 long-distance races under

his wide leather belt.

He’s known in Maryland as the marathon-
running Claus with a cause. Through his races,

‘Santa Steve’ has entertained
neighborhood children for decades.
Even in a pandemic, the marathon-

running Saint Nick is making outdoor
calls and Zoom visits — all while
raising money for charitable causes.

BY CATHY FREE
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PAULA OSPINA FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Md.’s Santa Claus with a cause

Schreurs raises funds for charitable causes
that he promotes on his Facebook page, such
as Make-A-Wish and St. Jude Children’s Re-

search Hospital.

Christmas lists.

Before the coronavirus pandemic, as the
beloved neighborhood Santa, he would visit
homes, pose for photos with kids and listen to
what they wanted for Christmas. Sometimes
he read stories to the kids. Last year, kids lined
up at afriend’s barn in Olney to hand him their

This year, Schreurs’s velvet sack is packed
and his boots are shined, but when he goes on

SEE SANTA ON B6

A group of children listen to Stephen Schreurs, known in Olney, Md., as “Santa Steve,” answer their questions about the North Pole. This holiday
season, Santa Steve is making outdoor visits to families and Zoom calls. “Even with covid, it’s important to me to put a smile on a child’s face,” he said.

Area lawmakers supported Tex. suit

4 House Republicans
from Va., Md. backed
failed bid to reject votes

BY MEAGAN FLYNN

Four Republican congressmen
in the greater Washington region
signed onto the amicus brief back-
ing Texas’s failed lawsuit over the
presidential election, which
sought to invalidate election re-
sults in four battleground states.

The Supreme Courtrejected the
case on Friday evening, writing in
a short statement that “Texas has
not demonstrated a judicially cog-
nizable interest in the manner in

SEE LAWSUIT ON B3

TASOS KATOPODIS/GETTY IMAGES

Rep. Andy Harris of Maryland is one of four Republican
congressmen from the greater Washington region who supported a
lawsuit from Texas challenging the election results in four states.

Md. releases settlement
in Purple Line disputes

Firms would be paid
$100 million by Dec. 31
in $250 million pact

BY KATHERINE SHAVER

Maryland will pay the compa-
nies managing the Purple Line’s
construction $100 million by
Dec. 31to settle contract disputes
that caused most major work on
the transit project to stop this
fall, according to details of a
$250 million agreement released
Friday.

The part of the settlement

made public did not say when
the state will pay the remaining
$150 million to salvage the proj-
ect’s 36-year public-private part-
nership.

It also did not provide a time
frame for when the private con-
cessionaire must replace its con-
struction contractor, which
would allow work to resume in
earnest. No date was provided
for when the 16-mile line inter-
connecting Montgomery and
Prince George’s counties will be-
gin carrying passengers.

The Maryland Department of
Transportation declined to
elaborate on the details of the
agreement, which became public

SEE PURPLE LINE ON B4

Region
aims to
combat
surge

MORE COVID CASES,
MORE RESTRICTIONS

Pr. George’s halts indoor
dining; libraries to close

BY JULIE ZAUZMER
AND ANTONIO OLIVO

The Washington region ended
a week that included new restric-
tions meant to confront the surg-
ing coronavirus pandemic with
additional closures and cancella-
tions.

In Prince George’s County,
where officials on Thursday halt-
ed indoor dining and ordered
new caps on crowds in retail
businesses and casinos, the li-
brary system said Friday it too
would shut down. The National
Museum of the U.S. Army is tem-
porarily closing, while NFL
games at FedEx Field will be
without spectators the rest of the
season.

The greater Washington region
added to its growing list of re-
strictions and closures this week
— days that also coincided with
the largest number of coronavi-
rus infections since the start of

SEE REGION ON B3

New cases in region

Through 5 p.m. Friday, 6,270 new
coronavirus cases were reported
in the District, Maryland and
Virginia, bringing the total number

of cases to 527,266.
D.C. MD. VA.
+259 +2,616 | +3,395
24,357 | 228,471 | 274,438

Coronavirus-related deaths
As of 5 p.m. Friday:

D.C. MD. VA.
+1 +52 +35
709 5,064 4,370

* Includes probable covid-19 deaths

Metro
disputes
some audit
findings

Agency: 2 managers did
not create ‘toxic’ culture
but changes are needed

BY JUSTIN GEORGE

Metro on Friday disputed
claims made in a scathing audit of
its Rail Operations Control Center,
saying its own outside review
could not corroborate specific ac-
cusations against senior manag-
ers while not denying the need to
improve workplace culture.

The transit agency released its
review Friday, nearly three
months after the Washington
Metrorail Safety Commission re-
leased a 50-page audit that labeled
Metro’s control center a “toxic
workplace” where employees
were racially and sexually ha-
rassed, safety protocols went ig-
nored and morale was so low that
the center remained perpetually
and dangerously understaffed.

The audit from the safety com-
mission, an independent agency
created by Congress two years ago
to oversee Metrorail safety after a
litany of problems, had wide-rang-
ing effects. It drew rebukes from
congressional members in Mary-

SEE METRO ON B4
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Biden is set to leave his mark on American Catholicism

BY MICHELLE BOORSTEIN

Bishops have already created a
working group to deal with the
“difficult” situation of his presi-
dency. Priests from Maryland to
Fort Worth have preached that
the president-electisn’t even real-
ly a Catholic. But to many millions
of Catholics who voted for him,
Joe Biden and his focus on heal-
ing are a compassionate, Pope
Francis-like model of their faith.

Catholics’ views on Biden seem
to serve as a proxy for what kinds
of Catholicism they think most
urgently needs to be advanced.
Should it be more focused on
qualities like engagement and
empathy or on purifying doc-
trine? Is it as interested in Catho-
lic teachings on poverty, refugees
and the environment as those on
sexuality and reproduction, or
should it continue to place abor-
tion law above all?

Despite these divisions, Biden
is poised to make his mark on
American Catholicism. For the
next four years, the country will
see its president go to Mass every
Sunday, take out a rosary at times
of contemplation, and quote his
favorite childhood nuns and
Catholic poets. And it will watch
him try to navigate polarizing
issues of special interest to his
church that John F. Kennedy nev-
er had to take a position on —
abortion, LGBTQ rights and cli-
mate change among them.

“It’s potentially a game-chang-
er in American politics,” said
Kathleen Sprows Cummings,
head of the Cushwa Center for the
Study of American Catholicism at
the University of Notre Dame.
When Biden has spoken in detail
about his faith, he has empha-
sized the values of welcome and
decency, and that the worst sin is
the abuse of power. With those
images in the White House, Cum-
mings said, “there is a potential to
expand our national conversation
about faith in public life beyond
the abortion question. When you
look at the whole picture you see
someone who is a person of faith
in a way [President] Trump is
clearly not. Trump focuses on this
world and on himself.”

Trump drew praise from con-
servative religious leaders in par-
ticular for his emphasis on pro-
tecting their religious liberties
and exemptions. But even many
supporters worry that Trump’s
baldly transactional relationship

with religion and profane behav-
ior at a time when the country is
secularizing has been seriously
harmful to the credibility of faith
groups. The churchgoing, Bible-
quoting Biden — who struggles
publicly with his church’s doc-
trine — offers a contrast that
people like Cummings find more
deep and genuine.

But others worry about Biden
as a Catholic role model.

“Most people] don’t pay atten-
tion to bishops but they do to the
U.S. president. And when the
president is almost diametrically
opposed to the most basic human
right — that creates problems
across the board,” Jayd Henricks,
former executive director of gov-
ernment relations at the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops, said
of Biden’s policies to protect abor-
tion access. “How [the bishops]
address this is tricky, but if they
don’t, then President Biden can
redefine the perception of what it
is to be a Catholic in good stand-
ing”

To be sure, as the United States
becomes increasingly secular, the
impact of a public official’s faith
in 2021 America is complex and
more diffuse than in past genera-
tions. Biden is also not the first
Catholic president, and follows
Catholic speakers of the House,
Supreme Court justices, and ce-
lebrities like Stephen Colbert and
Lady Gaga.

Indeed, the conditions and dis-
cussion around Biden’s election
show how much has changed in
the country since Kennedy ran in
1960. He famously had to appear
before 600 clergy members —
many Southern Baptist — and, in
an effort to win their approval,
had to explain his belief in an
America “where no public official
either requests or accepts instruc-
tions on public policy from the
pope,” and “in an America where
the separation of church and state
is absolute.” In 2020, Biden had
perhaps the most extensive faith-
outreach operation of any Demo-
cratic presidential candidate ever.

Kennedy enjoyed rock star-like
support among Catholics, win-
ning 80 percent of their vote;
Biden won Catholics by a narrow
majority. While in the decades
after 1960, Catholics of all politi-
cal persuasions kept a photo of
Kennedy on the wall, next to one
of the pope, in 2020 nearly 2.4
million people have watched the
Rev. Ed Meeks preach on YouTube

SALWAN GEORGES/THE WASHINGTON POST

President-elect Joe Biden leaves St. Ann, a Catholic church in Wilmington, Del., last month. Biden, a
devout Catholic, is taking office at a time when the nation has grown more secular.

an anti-Biden sermon called
“Staring Into the Abyss.” Meeks,
of Christ the King parish in Tow-
son, is among at least a dozen U.S.
priests who made news this fall
with sermons challenging Biden’s
Catholicism and saying his sup-
port of pandemic stay-at-home
orders and same-sex marriage are
threatening to the American way
of life.

But Catholic clergy, like U.S.
Catholics, have varying views on
Biden. Division among the U.S.
bishops over how to react to
Biden’s election apparently led to
two shifting statements by U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops
President José Gomez of Los An-
geles.

On Nov. 7, he issued a state-
ment congratulating Biden and
recognizing him as only the sec-
ond Catholic president in a coun-
try that’s one-fifth Catholic.
“Catholics have a special duty to
be peacemakers, to promote fra-
ternity and mutual trust,” Gomez
said. Then, 10 days later, after
hearing concern from some of the
Conference’s other leaders,
Gomez wrote a new statement,
announcing a working group to
deal with the “difficult and com-
plex” situation of a Catholic presi-
dent promoting policies includ-
ing abortion access and broad

civil protections for LGBTQ peo-
ple.

Biden’s faith commitments
should lead to positive policies
from the church’s perspective,
Gomez wrote, on topics including
fighting the impacts of racism,
supporting migrants and oppos-
ing the death penalty. But Biden’s
other views, including on the
“preeminent priority” of abor-
tion, are especially problematic
coming from a Catholic, Gomez
wrote, in part because “it creates
confusion.”

Biden is also likely to face off
against his church in the courts,
where he will also be up against a
solidly conservative — and major-
ity Catholic — Supreme Court
eager to protect the religious free-
dom of traditional faith groups
when it comes to things like not
hiring or offering health-care cov-
erage to openly LGBTQ employ-
ees and their families. Biden has
said he supports the Equality Act,
a sweeping bill that would update
the Civil Rights Act to ban dis-
crimination against LGBTQ peo-
ple. The church opposes the act,
as well as the decision of the city
of Philadelphia to end a foster
care contract with Catholic Chari-
ties rather than allow it to exclude
same-gender couples. A decision
in that key case, which was heard

Nov. 4, is pending.

For now, Biden’s transition
team and the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops are warily cir-
cling one another, knowing the
Trump-to-Biden policy change
will be dramatic. Both groups
declined to comment for this sto-
ry about the church-White House
dynamicthey are expecting, or for
which they are preparing.

One apparent land mine for
Biden was removed late last
month when Wilton Gregory,
D.C’s archbishop and a newly
minted cardinal, said he would
not deny Biden Communion.
That is in keeping with Gregory’s
predecessors and their approach
to the Catholic politicians in D.C.,
including a then-Vice President
Biden. Biden then went to church
at spots including St. Matthew’s
Cathedral downtown, Dahlgren
Chapel at Georgetown University
and Holy Trinity parish in
Georgetown, a Catholic familiar
with his worship routines said.

Biden is not the first politician
to be caught up in the Commu-
nion wars. Sen. Richard J. Durbin
(D-111.) in 2018 was barred by
Diocese of Springfield Bishop
Thomas Paprocki from receiving
Communion in Springfield after
Durbin voted against a bill that
would have outlawed abortions

after 20 weeks of pregnancy. In
2004, 16 U.S. bishops made public
statements that they would do the
same to then-presidential candi-
date John F. Kerry, also a support-
er of abortion access. That trend
spurred the founding of the group
Catholic Democrats, which
tracked bishops’ comments from
2004 until 2013, when Pope Fran-
cis took office. In that period,
about half of U.S. Catholic bishops
had made statements to the effect
that “you can’t be a good Catholic
and vote Democrat,” said Steve
Krueger, who heads the group.

Francis has since changed
Catholic culture, Krueger and
others said, by emphasizing a
wide range of things addressed in
Catholic teaching, in particular
the plight of refugees, human
loneliness in the Internet age and
the moral urgency of climate
change.

Those who embrace Francis’s
philosophy hope Biden’s focus on
healing and unity will allow for a
spirit of compromise. There’s
some evidence to suggest it
might. Biden was among the
Democratic leaders during the
Obama administration who
pushed for more compromise on
touchy issues, including how
wide religious exemptions can be
from the Affordable Care Act,
specifically from mandatory cov-
erage of contraception or abor-
tion. Some Catholic Democrats
who are antiabortion or moderate
on the issue wonder if, as presi-
dent, Biden will offer conserva-
tives concessions.

Regardless, even supporters of
Biden say he’ll have to be more
frank about how he balances his
strong personal Catholic faith
and his advocacy for some liberal
policies of which his church dis-
approves if he wants to keep to-
gether the coalition of Americans
who are attracted to his spiritual-
ly framed message of empathy
and unity.

“A lot will depend on how he
portrays that conflict,” Stephen
Schneck, an adviser to Biden on
Catholic outreach, said of the
president-elect’s disconnect with
the church’s positions on things
like gay rights and abortion ac-
cess. “He has to do it in a much
more comprehensive way. He’ll
have to have a way of talking
about that. Those things have
significance and can move peo-
ple’s hearts.”

michelle.boorstein @washpost.com

Area’s aclivisls queslion
impartiality of D.C. police

POLICE FROM B1

sides.. .. Their job is to be neutral
and be there to protect whoever is
there, whatever their political af-
filiation is.”

Pro-Trump rallies this weekend
are expected to draw thousands of
his most ardent supporters to the
nation’s capital.

Events are scheduled to begin
about 9 am. Saturday with a
prayer rally at the Capitol. Other
pro-Trump demonstrations will
convene about noon near the
Washington Monument and in
Freedom Plaza. Demonstrators
are again planning to march to the
Supreme Court, where speakers
will address the crowd from the
marble steps. Among those invit-
ed to speak is Trump’s recently
pardoned former national secu-
rity adviser, Michael Flynn, who
twice pleaded guilty to lying about
his contacts with Russia’s ambas-
sador during special counsel Rob-
ert S. Mueller III’s probe of 2016
election interference.

A National Park Service permit
issued Friday indicates organizers
of the March for Trump, likely the
largest of the rallies, expect about
15,000 attendees. Another “Mil-
lion MAGA March” rally will con-
vene at the National Sylvan Thea-
ter on the Mall, with about 500
people expected, according to a
separate Park Service permit.

The Proud Boys — a male-chau-
vinist organization the FBI has
deemed an extremist group with
ties to white nationalism — plans
to return to D.C. this weekend.
Counterprotesters say at least
three D.C. activists were stabbed
in violent clashes with men wear-
ing the Proud Boys’ signature
gold-and-black  uniform last
month.

These incidents, along with
more than six months of tense
encounters with police, have con-
vinced many D.C. protesters that
police will not protect them, so
they have been preparing to pro-
tect themselves.

Rotating shifts of anti-Trump
demonstrators plan to patrol
Black Lives Matter Plaza through

the weekend, looking for attempts
to tear down signs or vandalize
protest murals. Dance protests
and live music are scheduled
alongside anti-Trump and anti-
fascism rallies.

But D.C. police shut down the
plaza early Friday, effectively
evicting anti-Trump demonstra-
tors and uprooting an ongoing
peace vigil. D.C. activists noted on
social media that the street slated
to host their protest was closed on
the same day the Park Service
issued permits allowing Trump
supporters to gather.

Dustin Sternbeck, a police
spokesman, said police closed
streets in the area of Black Lives
Matter Plaza “to ensure public
safety is maintained.” The police
department did not respond to
concerns from activists about
their demonstration space being
blocked.

Activistshave warned about the
anti-Trump protesters being a
possible target of violence Satur-
day and offered alternatives to
showing up in person, including
donating cash and supplies to pro-
testers and lobbying the city to
enforce its mask mandate. Street
medics, who volunteer at rallies to
care for injured demonstrators,
have for weeks been recruiting
reinforcements.

Congressional  Republicans,
meanwhile, have accused the Dis-
trict’s Democratic leadership of
allowing Trump’s supporters to be
bloodied in scuffles last month
with  counterprotesters over
Trump flags and MAGA hats,
which anti-Trump protesters later
burned.

The group behind the March for
Trump has deemed Black Lives
Matter Plaza a “no-go zone” and
discouraged supporters from ven-
turing far from its rally point
along Pennsylvania Avenue.

At a briefing with D.C. Council
members this week, interim city
administrator Kevin Donahue
said he hopes protesters “get out
of town as fast as possible.”

Last month’s rally brought two
discordant views of America onto
a crash course in the nation’s capi-

METROPOL\TAN
POLICE

HANNAH MCKAY/REUTERS

A woman confronts D.C. police on Nov. 14. The city’s police chief
has said the goal is “to prevent violence . . . without choosing sides.”

tal, with Trump supporters insist-
ing without evidence the election
had been stolen. They waved flags
and chanted profanity-laden slo-
gans from Freedom Plaza to the
steps of the Supreme Court, where
a small crowd of counterprotest-
ers waited, wearing all black and
using bicycles and homemade
shields to create a barricade.

Violence between the two
groups later broke out five blocks
east of the White House. The
groups charged each other as they
approached the same intersec-
tion, brawling for several minutes
before police cleared the area.

In the melee, a D.C. fire official
said, a man in his 20s was stabbed
in the back and taken to a hospital
with serious injuries. Street fights
continued into the night.

“Anytime there is violence in
this city, that’s not a win,” Mitchell
said.

Nearly two dozen people were
arrested during the November ral-
ly, including several on gun charg-
es, according to D.C. police, who
said four officers also were in-

jured.
D.C. activists said at least two
additional counterprotesters

were assaulted, including one who
was wearing body armor and said
his vest stopped a blade from pen-
etrating his skin. Anotherreceived
four stitches to close a knife
wound in the arm, protesters said.

The demonstrators did not file
police reports, and officers did not
make arrests.

Dub, a 25-year-old street medic
who declined to give a full name,

out of fear of being targeted by the
Proud Boys, said a woman came to
medics seeking treatment for a cut
on her neck after she said she was
caught in a Proud Boys attack.

“m worried about the next
one,” Dub said of Saturday’s pro-
tests. “I don’t want to see my peo-
ple get harmed again.”

D.C. Police Chief Peter New-
sham said last month that officers
followed every big group of roving
demonstrators and tried to inter-
cede before factions collided. He
said there were people on both
sides determined to fight.

“The police department was
put directly into the middle of it,”
Newsham said, adding that the
main goal of police is “to prevent
violence . without choosing
sides.”

But police actions during the
demonstrations led many protest-
ers to assume officers had done
just that.

Trump supporters waving flags
bearing a thin blue line, a pro-po-
lice symbol that critics have long
claimed also stands for white su-
premacy and opposition to the
Black Lives Matter movement,
cheered officers asthey passed. Sev-
eral lined up for photos with offi-
cers, who smiled and flashed
thumbs-up gestures for the camera.

“This is a volatile time,” Mitch-
ell said. “I'm hearing more and
more politicalization of policing,
and our law enforcement is in the
middle. We want them to act ac-
cordingly to maintain the civil
rights of our community, and
when they don’t, they need to be

held accountable. When there is a
perception that there is a side
being taken, then our job is to
mitigate that perception.”

Outside of the Supreme Court,
where thousands of Trump sup-
porters faced off last month with a
small crowd of black-clad counter-
protesters, Proud Boys members
tried to leap over metal barricades
assembled to separate the groups.
They were pushed back by police
as the crowd chanted an expletive
at counterprotesters. Moments
later, officers in riot gear arrived
and stood with shields up, facing
the anti-Trump demonstrators.

As more officers with crowd-
control munitions converged,
counterprotesters glanced up
from peeling clementines and
drinking water on the curb of
Maryland Avenue NE.

“This is disgusting,” said Jen
Nick, 28, a Navy veteran who stood
on the frontline with a contingent
of veterans donning “Vets for
BLM” T-shirts. Looking at the row
of officers, she said it seemed po-
lice were doing little to protect
D.C. counterprotesters from the
largely out-of-town crowd.

The administration of D.C.
Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) de-
clined to allow Newsham or other
police officials to be interviewed
for this report. Newsham is soon
leaving the department to become
police chief in Prince William
County, Va.

Chuck Wexler, executive direc-
tor of the Police Executive Re-
search Forum, which advises law
enforcement agencies on best
practices, said it is not enough for
officers at protests to have good
intentions — they also need to be
aware of the optics of their actions.

“We are living in an age where
reality matters, but so does ap-
pearance,” Wexler said. “It’s hard
when some group is trying toreact
favorably to the police. But I think
police chiefs are aware that the
appearance of fairnessis asimpor-
tant as the reality.”

While many of the confronta-
tions that happened last month
did not culminate in violence, ac-
tivists said being confronted by
dozens of barefaced Trump sup-
porters in the midst of a national
surge of coronavirus cases made
them feel unsafe.

Dozens of D.C. police officers
have tested positive for the coro-
navirus in the weeks since the

November rally. As of Thursday, 74
remained in quarantine. Police
have declined to draw a direct link
between demonstrations and the
spike in infections among officers.

Harry’s Bar, a pub in the Hotel
Harrington that has become
known as a meeting point for
Trump supporters and Proud
Boys, was slapped with a fine for
violating the mayor’s order man-
dating mask use and banning
large crowds — the bar’s second
offense since October.

D.C. protesters have encour-
aged residents to call in reports of
violations at businesses that host-
ed Trump supporters last month.

The Capital Hilton said it re-
ceived “ahandful of calls” asking it
to reject reservations from out-of-
town visitors attending Saturday’s
pro-Trump rallies. A spokeswom-
an wrote in an email that hotel
staffers “do not adopt or endorse
the views of any guest.”

D.C. police said officers will not
be enforcing mask rules this week-
end or issuing fines to those who
flout the mandate or social dis-
tancing guidelines.

D.C. Councilmembers and their
staffs have received hundreds of
messages from constituents
ahead of Saturday’s rallies, urging
the city to do more to enforce
coronavirus restrictions. Chair-
man Phil Mendelson (D) encour-
aged residents concerned about
the spread of germs at the demon-
strations to “protect themselves
from the dangers of this potential
superspreader event by staying
away from it.”

“Regardless of one’s views
about the ideology of the rally, we
have to be careful to respect the
First Amendment right to demon-
strate,” Mendelson said in an
emailed statement.

Organizers with Women for
America First, the pro-Trump
group behind the rally at Freedom
Plazathat alsoled the only permit-
ted march on Nov. 14, sought to
distance themselves from the vio-
lence that erupted.

“We hope everyone is peaceful
andrespects the right of all Ameri-
cans to peacefully protest and
have their voices heard,” said
group spokesman Chris Barron.

marissa.lang@washpost.com
peter.hermann@uwashpost.com

Julie Zauzmer contributed to this
report.
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which another state conducts its
elections. All other pending mo-
tions are dismissed as moot.”

Before that, Reps. Ben Cline, H.
Morgan Griffith and Rob Wittman
of Virginia and Rep. Andy Harris
(Md.) had joined more than 100
House Republicans to support the
case.

Griffith said in a statement Fri-
day morning that his name was
“inadvertently” left off the amicus
brief in the rush to file the docu-
ment on Thursday. It was added
on Friday.

“I support this effort on behalf
of counting legal votes under the
rules set by the Constitution,” said
Griffith, who called the legal argu-
ment in the case “persuasive.”

Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton (R) sued Pennsylvania,
Georgia, Michigan and Wisconsin
in a last-ditch attempt to throw
out election results in those states
before a Monday deadline.

He argued that voting laws
were unlawfully changed before
the election and asked the Su-
preme Court to allow the Republi-
can-led legislatures in each state
to review the results and, if neces-
sary, appoint new presidential
electors — potentially disenfran-
chising millions of voters.

Outgoing Rep. Denver Riggle-
man (Va.) was the only congres-
sional Republican in the increas-
ingly blue greater Washington re-
gion who did not sign the brief.

He has been outspoken about
Trump’s refusal to accept reality
and has criticized colleagues for
perpetuating Trump’s denial of
President-electJoe Biden’s victory.

A spokesman for his successor,
Rep.-elect Bob Good (R), who
ousted Riggleman in a GOP con-
vention, said Good would have
signed the brief if he were in Con-
gress and “stands fully behind
President Trump.”

Harris declined to comment on
why he supported the lawsuit.
Aides to Wittman did not respond
to requests for comment, while a
spokesman for Cline pointed to a
Facebook statement the congress-
man posted Thursday.

“I will vigorously defend the
right of every American, including
the President, to have their day in
court,” Cline wrote after signing

TOM WILLIAMS/CQ ROLL CALL/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Among the House Republicans who backed the suit are, from right,
Reps. Andy Harris (Md.), Ben Cline (Va.) and Scott Perry (Pa).

the brief. “Just as Al Gore and
George W. Bush sought redress
from the Supreme Court in De-
cember of 2000, President Trump
should be able to do so today.”

Josh Blackman, a constitution-
allaw professor at the South Texas
College of Law Houston, called the
premise of the lawsuit “outland-
ish.”

“A lot of the things Paxton is
complaining about have been
known for months — the precise
methods of voting available in
each state. And he waited until the
election results were settled,”
Blackman said. He said it’s notable
that Texas sued only swing states
that Biden won, even though other
states Trump won had similarly
changed voting methods to make
voting safer during the pandemic.

“So it’s pretty obvious that this
is designed to just flip votes in
states that Trump lost,” Blackman
said, “and this is not done in some
kind of uniform concern for the
law”

Lawyers for the states Paxton
sued noted in their own legal fil-
ings that his claims have already
beenrejected by lower courts, part
of a string of legal defeats for the
president and his supporters since
the election.

With the exception of Riggle-
man, the Republican congress-
men in the Washington region
also did not acknowledge Biden as
the president-elect in the days af-
ter the election. Nor have more
than 200 other congressional Re-
publicans The Washington Post
surveyed last week. Wittman did
say in a Dec. 8 Facebook post that
“a Biden Administration would
mean a Cabinet filled with noth-
ing but radical left-wing ideo-
logues,” but it is unclear whether
he accepts the results of the elec-
tion.

Harris, Griffith and Cline were
also among the 39 House Republi-
cans to sign a Dec. 1 letter urging
Attorney General William P. Barr
to continue investigating poten-

tial fraud or irregularities in the
election — just as Barr announced
that he had found no evidence of
fraud that would have affected the
outcome of the vote.

On Nov. 19, Harris referenced
the potential existence of “illegal
large-scale voter fraud” while ex-
plaining his support for Trump’s
legal challenges more broadly. He
did not provide evidence.

“The democratic process in-
cludes making certain that issues
involving illegal large-scale voter
fraud, like counting ballots in se-
cret, are resolved — which unfor-
tunately will have to involve the
courts,” he wrote in a statement to
The Washington Post. “Until then,
I would hope every American
wants to be sure that the integrity
of our voting system has not been
compromised.”

Wittman has previously posted
on Facebook: “The President has
filed lawsuits thatneed to be heard.
Itisafundamental principle of this
nation that the Courts hear and
decide any disputes between op-
posing parties. Until the courts
have heard the cases, and until the
recounts have been concluded, I
believe the President has every
right to exercise this authority.”

On Thursday evening, Demo-
crats lambasted Republican col-
leagues who signed onto the amic-
us brief.

“Placating one man’s ego as he
undermines our nation’s commit-
ment to what has set us apart for
centuries — free and fair elections
that honor the will of the people —
is dangerous and a dereliction of
your duty;” Rep. Abigail Spanberg-
er (D-Va.) wrote on Facebook, di-
rectly addressing her colleagues.
“He lost the election. You know it.
Heknowsit.. . . Mayyou feel more
responsible to the American peo-
ple than you feel afraid of one man
and his Twitter account.”

meagan.flynn@washpost.com

Robert McCartney contributed to this
report.
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Results from Dec. 11

DISTRICT
Day/DC-3: 7-6-9
DC-4: 5-5-1-9
DC-5: 2-8-4-5-9
Night/DC-3 (Thu.): 8-0-8
DC-3 (Fri.): 6-0-5
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Pick 4 (Thu.): 6-8-4-2
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Match 5 (Thu.): 10-11-16-18-29 *35
Match 5 (Fri.): 8-13-31-34-37 *16
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VIRGINIA
Day/Pick-3: 8-1-0
Pick-4: 0-7-3-1
Night/Pick-3 (Thu.): 0-9-7
Pick-3 (Fri.): 2-71
Pick-4 (Thu.): 9-3-5-7
Pick-4 (Fri.): 2-6-9-1
Cash-5 (Thu.): 9-26-37-40-41
Cash-5 (Fri.): 5-25-27-31-32
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Lucky for Life: 1-5-10-11-31 15
*Bonus Ball **Mega Ball
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Pr. George’s school
board chair to leave

The chairman of the Prince
George’s County Board of
Education will step down in
early January, he announced
Thursday.

Alvin Thornton, who has led
the board that oversees
Maryland’s second-largest school
system for two years, submitted
his resignation in a Dec. 6 letter
to County Executive Angela D.
Alsobrooks (D), who appointed
him in 2018. He announced it at
a school board meeting
Thursday night.

Thornton said he was honored
to have served and outlined goals
achieved during his tenure,
including a project to build six
schools using a public-private
partnership and improved
relations between the board and
the community.

He did not detail reasons for
his departure.

A retired Howard University
professor, Thornton is widely
known for his work leading a
state commission on education
funding. He also served on the
Prince George’s school board in
the 1990s and was chairman for
three one-year terms.

— Donna St. George

VIRGINIA

Felon sentenced for
having guns at protest

A man previously convicted of
a felony was sentenced to
4%, years in prison for having
weapons and ammunition
during a demonstration in
Richmond, federal officials said.

Matthew Lee Frezza, 37, of
Chesterfield had a homemade
assault rifle, a handgun, a
ballistic vest and eight
magazines when the truck he
was riding in was stopped by
Richmond police on June 12
after leaving the Robert E. Lee
monument, U.S. Attorney for the
Eastern District of Virginia G.
Zachary Terwilliger said
Thursday in a news release.

The Richmond Times-
Dispatch reported that
prosecutors said Frezza rode in a
caravan to the monument to pick
up members of a group who had
infiltrated protesters and were
trying to gather intelligence.

According to the news release,
Frezza was one of three
passengers in one of three
trucks. Police said all three had
firearms, including assault rifles.
Frezza’s homemade assault rifle
had no serial number and
contained a loaded, high-
capacity magazine, prosecutors
said. Frezza, who according to
the Times-Dispatch had 25 prior
convictions, is not allowed to
possess guns.

— Associated Press

THE REGION

Mother Nature gives out the gift of gorgeous weather

BY MARTIN WEIL

Gifts loom large in December,
and on Friday, Washington re-
ceived one, the meteorological
gift of a bright 60-degree day in
the middle of a month often
known for darkness and cold.

In Washington, the mercury
rose to 61 degrees, 13 above the
norm for the day. At Dulles
International Airport, it was

even warmer, with a high of 62,
which was 15 above the norm.

At a time when the traditional
temperature trend is decidedly
downward, the 11th day of De-
cember confounded expecta-
tions. It turned out to be the
warmest of the month.

With only 10 days to go to our
shortest, darkest day, and with
frigid January but three weeks
off, it might have seemed un-

grateful to ask more of Friday or
insist on blue skies and sunshine.

Yet, considerable quantities of
both became our lot.

To shut one’s eyes and sense
the sun on our faces was to be
transported back in time to April
or March. Both recorded average
monthly highs only a couple of
degrees above what we had Fri-
day.

martin.wetl@washpost.com
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Renaming process begins in Fairfax

BY ANTONIO OLIVO

Fairfax County has begun the
process of getting rid of Confed-
erate names on streets, parks
and other sites, part of a broader
reckoning over Virginia’s Civil
War legacy amid calls for greater
racial and social equity in the
state.

On Tuesday, the county Board
of Supervisors agreed to start
public discussions around a re-
naming process featuring 157
locations that, in many cases,
would require county residents
and businesses to change their
mailing addresses.

Among them are two of the
county’s largest thoroughfares:
Lee Highway, named for Confed-
erate Gen. Robert E. Lee, and Lee
Jackson Memorial Highway,
named for Lee and Gen. Stone-
wall Jackson.

The dialogue over what to call
those highways, and a host of
parks and recreation centers that
also honor Confederate leaders,
can serve to bring greater aware-
ness about Fairfax’s role in the
Civil War and the role African
Americans have played in the
county, Supervisor Walter L. Al-
corn (D-Hunter Mill) said during
a Tuesday board committee
meeting about the effort.

“It’s a community discussion
that is going to be more long-
lasting and meaningful than the
actual final change,” said Alcorn,
who along with Supervisor Dalia
A. Palchik (D-Providence) co-
sponsored a motion in June to

launch the renaming process.

“Were definitely moving
down this path, not to in any way
erase history, but to bring it
alive,” Alcorn said. “And, where
appropriate, to think about
where we do want to glorify
something or someone [who is]
not a Confederate leader.”

Dozens of Confederate monu-
ments in Virginia have been
taken down this year, an effort
made possible by a new state law
giving local jurisdictions author-
ity over the fate of war monu-
ments and memorials, and accel-
erated by the protests over the
killing of George Floyd in Minne-
apolis police custody.

Last month, Fairfax officials
removed a stone obelisk outside
the county courthouse that
marked the site where the first
Confederate soldier was killed in
a land battle and a pair of
accompanying Dahlgren howit-
zers. The board agreed to donate
the obelisk to a local historical
society and to send the howitzers
to the Manassas National Battle-
field Park. A state marker com-
memorating the battle was sent
to the state Department of His-
toric Resources.

Meanwhile, schools and high-
ways named after Confederate
leaders have also been renamed
across the state.

Over the past two years, Ar-
lington and Prince William coun-
ties, as well as Alexandria, have
all turned Jefferson Davis High-
way, the roadway once honoring
the president of the Confederacy,

into Richmond Highway.

This week, an advisory panel
in Arlington also voted to re-
name the county’s portion of Lee
Highway after Mildred and
Richard Loving, the couple who
successfully challenged Vir-
ginia’s ban on interracial mar-
riage.

Fairfax would also rely heavily
on community input in dealing
with street names and other
public property, while commer-
cial property owners and devel-
opers would have to sign off on
renaming shopping centers and
neighborhood subdivisions that
honor Confederate leaders.

Several county supervisors
said a high priority will be to find
new names for Lee Highway and
Lee Jackson Memorial Highway
in the county.

Palchik said it would make
sense to coordinate with Arling-
ton officials on what to call Lee
Highway for the sake of consis-
tency.

Supervisor Rodney L. Lusk’s
Lee District was not mentioned
in a county history commission’s
list of sites to be considered for
renaming.

But Lusk, the board’s sole
African American member, said
he will spearhead an effort to
separate his district from the
legacy of one of the Confedera-
cy’s most prominent leaders.

“We will have to have a com-
munity conversation about this
name and this district,” Lusk (D)
said.

antonio.olivo @washpost.com

New restrictions follow spike in cases

REGION FROM B1

the pandemic. The seven-day av-
erage of new cases across Vir-
ginia, Maryland and D.C. stood
Friday at 6,887, down slightly
from Thursday’s record high.

In Prince George’s, library staff
members who had been working
in buildings to check out books to
customers via curbside pickup
service will work at home from
Dec. 21 to Jan. 12, the library
system announced.

“The public health conditions
right now require that we adjust
operations to keep staff and cus-
tomers safe during the surge,” the
county said in a statement.

Patrons can still check out e-
books and audiobooks virtually,
but cannot check out or return
printed books or other physical
materials.

The Prince George’s County li-
brary system, like others in the
region, has offered curbside pick-
up but has not allowed patrons
into buildings during the pan-
demic. D.C. is an exception: Many
of its library branches have been
open for limited book pickups
and computer use since the sum-
mer, although librarians have ex-
pressed concern about their safe-

Infections have risen sharply
across the region throughout the
fall and as temperatures have
turned colder.

As of Friday, the steepest week-
ly caseload rise was in Virginia,
where 60 percent more infections
were reported than the week be-
fore. The state’s average new daily
case rate per 100,000 residents

hit an all-time high of 46, with
Maryland recording the same
rate of spread. The District’s rate
per 100,000 residents was 39 on
Friday.

Virginia reported 3,395 new
daily cases and 35 deaths from the
virus Friday. Maryland reported
2,616 cases and 52 deaths, and
D.C. reported 259 cases and one
death.

The region’s leaders have re-
sponded to the surge in infections
by introducing new restrictions
throughout the week. Virginia
Gov. Ralph Northam (D) an-
nounced a nighttime -curfew
Thursday. D.C. Mayor Muriel E.
Bowser (D) banned high school

“The public health
conditions right now
require that we adjust
operations to keep staff
and customers safe
during the surge.”

Prince George’s County, in a
statement, explaining officials’
decision to shut down the library
system amid a rise in coronavirus
cases throughout the D.C. region.
Patrons can still check out e-books
and audiobooks virtually.

sports and recreational contact
sports Monday.

Some Maryland jurisdictions
announced bans onindoor dining
and lower caps at retail establish-
ments in a week that included a
joint call with leaders of the
state’s eight most populous locali-
ties.

In Virginia, Army officials an-
nounced Friday that a coronavi-
rus outbreak at the National Mu-
seum of the U.S. Army at Fort
Belvoir will force it to temporarily
close the facility, starting Mon-
day.

In a statement, the Army said
“a small number” of museum em-
ployees recently have tested posi-
tive. The museum sees as many as
560 visitors daily, officials said.

The museum will remain open
Saturday and Sunday, with pre-
cautions that include timed entry
tickets to reduce capacity.

A museum guard, who spoke
on the condition of anonymity
out of concern for his job security,
said he is one of four guards who
have tested positive since late
November. His symptoms, in-
cluding a fever and chills, have
begun to subside.

“I'm in constant contact with
the public,” said the guard.

The Washington Football Team
alsojoined the parade of cancella-
tions Friday, announcing that af-
ter discussing the safety of allow-
ing fans in the stadium with the
Prince George’s County Health
Department, the team decided to
play its remaining two home
games in front of empty seats.

Julie.zauzmer @washpost.com
antonio.olivo@washpost.com
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Metro does not deny
need for improvement

METRO FROM B1

land and Virginia, prompted Met-
ro to restructure leadership of the
ROCC andled tothereassignment
of a senior vice president after the
audit accused her of coaching em-
ployees to ignore safety protocols
and interview requests from audi-
tors.

While Metro’s new report
aimed to clear two supervisors,
the safety commission said Met-
ro’s investigation backed the find-
ings of the original audit and fur-
ther underscores serious ROCC
workplace issues.

“We appreciate the full corrobo-
ration of our audit report’s find-
ings by [Metro’s] memorandum,’
safety commission chief executive
David Mayer said in a statement.
“The [safety commission] stands
by our thoroughly investigated
and deeply researched Rail Opera-
tions Control Center audit report.”

Metro hired an outside law firm
to investigate claims against Sen-
ior Vice President of Rail Services
Lisa Woodruff, and its probe ex-
tended to other claims the audit
made against current or former
supervisors.

In a statement, Metro said its
outside investigation did not sub-
stantiate the most serious allega-
tions of a toxic culture at the

ROCC, or claims of racial discrimi-
nation, sexual harassment and re-
taliation by senior managers. But
the report does not deny that ha-
rassment and unprofessional be-
havior occurred within the ROCC
or that managers were involved.

Still, the pushback from Metro
underlines tension between the
two entities. The creation of the
safety commission grew out of the
Jan. 12, 2015, electrical malfunc-
tion of a Metro train outside the
L’Enfant Plaza Metro station that
generated a mass of smoke that
engulfed a stalled train, sickening
scores of passengers and Killing
onerider. It drew attention to Met-
ro’s poor safety record and lack of
adequate supervision.

The Federal Transit Administra-
tion took direct safety oversight of
Metro in 2015 until federal trans-
portation officials and Congress
created the Washington Metrorail
Safety Commission in 2018.

Since then, the safety commis-
sion has ordered Metro to come up
with corrective plans for more
than 70 safety issues or violations.
The commission has repeatedly
said ROCC managers resisted the
commission’s orders for reform,
and the Sept. 8 audit was a culmi-
nation of safety violations and
workplace issues that the commis-
sion said Metro has left unad-
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dressed for years. physical contact, and “significant”  stood by its report.

It also said Woodruff “told con-
trollers not to talk to the [safety
commission], to resist required
corrective actions, and to paint a
rosy picture of the ROCC for an
internal Metrorail transformation
team.”

A day after the safety commis-
sion audit was released, Metro re-
assigned Woodruff to temporarily
serve as a technical adviser. The
transit agency hired San Francis-
co-based law firm Littler Mendel-
son to look into the assertions
against Woodruffand Deltrin Har-
ris, the former director of the
ROCC, whom the audit accused of
encouraging employees to shirk
safety protocols.

After three months, the law
firm came back to Metro with a
report saying it couldn’t confirm
the claims the audit had made
against Woodruff and Harris, who
has since been reassigned.

“This report exonerates Lisa
Woodruff and Deltrin Harris of
the charges contained in the [safe-
ty commission] report and repeat-
ed in dozens of media accounts,”
Metro General Manager Paul J.
Wiedefeld said Friday. “While this
bell cannot be unrung, the record
must be set straight to restore the
good names of transit profession-
als whose reputations were un-
fairly tarnished.”

The new 12-page report’s goals
were to investigate whether the
ROCC has fostered a toxic culture,
Woodruff’s orders and comments
to employees, any incidents of ha-
rassment or threats, unwanted

turnover among controllers.

“Based upon the interviews,
documents and other informa-
tion, [the law firm] did not sub-
stantiate that Ms. Woodruff and/
or Mr. Harris engaged in harassing
conduct. . .or otherwise threaten-
ing conducttargeted at ROCC con-
trollers,” the report said. “More-
over, Littler did not substantiate
that Ms. Woodruff and Mr. Harris
were responsible for the [safety
commission’s] perceived ‘deep-
seated toxic workplace culture’ in
the ROCC”

However, Metro’s report did say
employees reported “observing
conduct that a person could per-
ceive as sexual harassment.” It also
said workers heard “racial and
homophobic comments” at the
ROCC, including some made by
managers.

“Disrespectful and unprofes-
sional conduct is commonplace in
the ROCC,’thereportsaid. “. . . We
did not substantiate that senior
management created and/or con-
doned ahostile work environment
based on race, sex, or any other
protected category. It is apparent,
however, that a culture of disre-
spect and unprofessional behav-
ior exists in the ROCC.”

First-line managers, the report
said, use profanities at controllers
and often suspend workers for
mistakes, adding that “the ROCC
is demanding and can be daunt-
ing,” although this is not the fault
of the supervisors — but “the na-
ture of the work.”

The safety commission said it

“We remain focused not on plac-
ing blame, but on ensuring that
Metrorail makes the necessary
changes to its safety practices and
procedures to make the system saf-
er for customers, workers and first
responders,” commission chair-
man Chris Hart said.

Metro said it has committed to
overhauling the ROCC’s training
and safety procedures to improve
professionalism, help workers cope
with the stress of monitoring the
massive rail transit system and im-
prove recruitment and retention.

Thelaw firm’s report and Metro
did not dispute the bulk of 21
safety issues or violations the safe-
ty commission audit had raised.

A Metro spokesman said Wood-
ruff will continue to serve Metro in
a senior-level capacity but will not
return to her former post because
the transit agency has restruc-
tured the ROCC. In a shake-up
after the audit, Metro removed the
ROCC from chief operating officer
Joe Leader’s purview and turned
supervision over to Andrew Off, a
vice president and former assis-
tant general manager who had
been in charge of construction
projects. Off is now vice president
of the ROCC and Strategic Trans-
formation.

In October, Metro hired Ed-
ward Donaldson, a 30-year vet-
eran at the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and the FAA’s former
system operations security direc-
tor, as ROCC director, replacing
Harris and an interim director.

Justin.george@washpost.com

Md. proposes 5100 million by Dec. 31 to settle Purple Line disputes

PURPLE LINE FROM B1

as part of the state’s Board of
Public Works agenda for Dec. 16.
At least two members of the
board — composed of Gov. Larry
Hogan (R), Comptroller Peter
Franchot (D) and Treasurer Nan-
cy K. Kopp (D) — must approve
the agreement, as required for
changes to major state contracts.

Their approval is expected be-
cause a settlement prevents the
state from having to procure
another highly complex financial
partnership, which experts say
would take more than a year.
Moreover, it precludes a poten-
tially lengthy and costly legal
battle by resolving the state’s and
companies’ lawsuits against each
other.

Allowing the partnership to
implode, experts say, also would
damage MDOT’s reputation with
the private sector just as the state
pursues a similar arrangement
to add $10 billion worth of toll
lanes to the Capital Beltway and
Interstate 270. The Purple Line’s
partnership was one of the first
for a U.S. transit project to rely
on private financing.

Hogan spokesman Michael
Ricci said the agreement is a
good deal, compared with the
$800 million the companies
originally sought in delay-relat-
ed cost overruns.

“The governor looks forward
to taking this next step toward
completing the Purple Line,” Ric-
ci said. “These were tough nego-
tiations, but we were able to save
taxpayers $550 million from the
original claims.”

Franchot spokeswoman Susan
O’Brien said she couldn’t say
how the comptroller planned to
vote but said, “The settlement is
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A construction site for the Purple Line in downtown Silver Spring on Oct. 5. The project was initially
expected to open in March 2022, but contract disputes have delayed it considerably.

an important step forward to
getting this critical project
done.”

Kopp said she would like to
see more details, but what she’s
seen so far “looks very good.”

“It’s a lot of money,” Kopp said.
“But it’s a lot less than what the
companies were suing for. . . . We
do very much want to go forward
with the Purple Line, and this
seems to be the right first step.”

How much more the state will
have to pay to complete the rail
line remains unknown until the
concessionaire, known as Purple
Line Transit Partners (PLTP),

awards a new construction con-
tract.

A key question will be how
much another contractor will
charge to assume the risk of
completing work started by oth-
er companies.

MDOT officials said in Novem-
ber that the state will try to
reduce cost risks by finishing the
design, obtaining permits and
completing utility relocations.

It’s also unclear how many of
the previous cost escalations,
such as those related to the
design of a CSX crash wall and
problems with state environ-

mental approvals, remain.

“We won’t know the full cost
until a new construction partner
is brought in and gets back to
work,” said Del. Marc A. Korman
(D-Montgomery), a member of
the House Appropriations Com-
mittee.

PLTP spokesman John Unde-
land declined to comment on the
agreement or potential future
costs.

The Purple Line initially was
scheduled to open in March
2022, but the original contractor
said it won’t begin carrying pas-
sengers until late 2024 because

of the delays.

In the public posting, MDOT
said the board’s approval of the
$250 million deal would “sub-
stantially” reduce further delays
in the rail line’s completion.

MDOT said the $250 million
would come from the state’s
transportation trust fund but did
not say which other projects or
services might be delayed or
scrapped due to the additional
Purple Line payment.

Most major construction
stopped after PLTP’s contractor
quit over the cost disputes in
mid-September, leaving a string
of dormant construction sites
across the Washington suburbs.
The state has since taken over
some subcontracts to allow work
to continue, but most won’t re-
sume until the concessionaire
hires a new contractor.

Local officials have said
MDOT has estimated it will take
up to nine months for PLTP to
get another contractor on board.

However, it can then take
weeks or months to mobilize
workers, materials and special-
ized equipment from across the
country for such a large, complex
project.

Under the agreement, Texas-
based Fluor will exit the partner-
ship, state officials said previous-
ly. That leaves infrastructure in-
vestors Meridiam and Star Amer-
ica as the remaining members of
PLTP. Fluor also was the lead
company in the construction
joint venture.

Under the partnership, now
valued at $5.84 billion including
the settlement, PLTP will build
the line, help finance its con-
struction, and then operate and
maintain it for 30 years.

katherine.shaver @washpost.com
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D.C. firefighter charged with murder in shooting

BY PETER HERMANN
AND KEITH L. ALEXANDER

A D.C. firefighter has been
charged with fatally shooting a
man in early December in North-
west Washington, three months
after he was freed from detention
to await trial in a separate case
involving illegal firearms.

Members of the Capital Area
Regional Fugitive Task Force ar-
rested Mohamed Goodwin, 32, on
Thursday night on a warrant
charging him with second-degree
murder while armed. On Friday, a
Superior Court judge ordered
him jailed awaiting trial.

The D.C. Fire and Emergency
Medical Services Department
said in a statement that Goodwin
has been on leave since his Sep-
tember arrest on weapons charg-
es. He joined the fire department
in 2016.

Police said the fatal shooting
occurred about 8 p.m. on Dec. 3in
the 700 block of Morton Street
NW, near Georgia Avenue in the
Park View neighborhood, adja-
cent to Columbia Heights. The
victim was identified as Devonte
Wilson, 25, of Northwest.

Authorities said officers had
responded to a report of a vehicu-
lar crash when they found Wil-
son, who was in the driver’s seat
of ared 2020 Dodge Journey that
had struck several parked vehi-

cles, wounded with a gunshot to
his neck. He died at a hospital
Dec. 4.

Police said in an arrest affidavit
filed in D.C. Superior Court that
Goodwin, Wilson and other men
were in the Dodge and had gone
to Morton Street to gamble.

A person who was in the vehi-
cle told police that Wilson and
Goodwin began making deroga-
tory comments to each other,
according to the affidavit. That
witness told police that after Wil-
son made one particular com-
ment, he heard a gun being
racked from the back seat, and he
and others jumped from the car.

That man told police he then
heard a shot, followed by a crash.
Another witness, a bystander,
told police he saw someone shoot-
ing at the vehicle from the street.

During a Friday hearing on the
murder charge, Goodwin’s law-
yer, Lee Smith III, argued that
there was no evidence that Wil-
son was shot from inside the car
and that it was possible the victim
was shot by someone outside the
vehicle, not by his client.

Wilson’s relatives could not be
reached Friday.

Goodwin’s arrest Sept. 4 came
after police were called to the
3300 block of Brothers Place SE
in Congress Heights for reports of
gunshots in a rear alley.

Police said they saw Goodwin

with a gun in his hand. They said
he initially refused demands to
drop the weapon, and after he
complied, he reached into his
waist and pulled out a second gun
and “turned around to face the
officers.” He then dropped that
firearm as well, police said in an
affidavit.

Police arrested him and said
they found 15 shell casings in the
alley.

Goodwin was charged with
possession of unregistered fire-
arms, unlawful discharge of a
firearm and assault on a police
officer.

At his initial appearance in
D.C. Superior Court on Sept. 5,
Associate Superior Court Judge
James A. Crowell IV ordered
Goodwin released pending trial,
over the objections of the U.S.
attorney’s office, which argued
for detention. Crowell set a court
date for Feb. 5.

Court records show Goodwin
had no prior criminal record and
was employed by the District. The
judge forbade him from possess-
ing firearms and ammunition,
and imposed an 8 p.m. to 8 a.m.
curfew.

Police Chief Peter Newsham,
who has long criticized what he
says is lenient treatment for peo-
ple arrested on illegal firearms
charges, offered condolences to
Wilson’s friends and family.

The chief, who is leaving the
department next month, said that
“if the District does not get seri-
ous about gun offenders, I am
afraid Devonte’s life will not be
the last unnecessarily lost on our
streets to gun violence.”

Crowell declined through a
court spokeswoman to comment,
citing the code of judicial conduct
prohibiting judges from discuss-
ing pending cases.

In court Friday, Smith argued
that Goodwin was not a danger
and should be placed on GPS
monitoring while he lived with
his mother. The defense attorney
said Goodwin’s mother had con-
tacted police during their search
and told them her son had
checked himself into MedStar
Georgetown University Hospital
for mental health problems.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Mi-
chael Spence said evidence indi-
cates a single gunshot came from
the back seat of the vehicle. He
argued that Goodwin presented a
danger if released.

Superior Court Judge Sean Sta-
ples ordered Goodwin held at the
D.C. jail until his next hearing,
Dec. 30. Smith then asked the
judge to have his client sent to St.
Elizabeths Hospital, the city’s
psychiatric medical facility. That
request was denied.

peter.hermann@uwashpost.com
keith.alexander @washpost.com

‘ CORRECTION ‘

¢ The Dec. 11 obituary of baseball
player Dick Allen incorrectly stat-
ed that his highest batting aver-
agewas .317in 1966. He hit .318 in
1964.
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BANKSTON HOOKER

ARTHUR WILLIAM BANKSTON HOOKER
On Wednesday, December 2, 2020, Arthur
William Bankston-Hooker of Leisure World of
Maryland, Silver Spring, Maryland entered into
eternal life. He was long time resident of
Dayton, Ohio, until his marriage in 2011. Devot-
ed and Loving husband of Maxine Hooker.
Father of Arthur Hooker, Jr. (Marquet) and
Armando Love; two stepsons, Jerone Hodges
(Kristine) and Aaron Hodges; one stepdaugh-
ter, Aisha Robinson (Keene); two adopted sons,
Earl White and Tyrone Olverson; 11 grandchil-
dren, four great-grandchildren; beloved uncle,
Joe Bankston (Peggy); three brother-in laws,
one sister-in law, all of the Dayton, Ohio and
Washington-Metropolitan Area, host of nieces,
nephews, cousins, relatives and friends. Ser-
vices will be private. In lieu of flowers the
family requests that donations be sent to:
Leisure World Lions Club, at 15111 Glade Drive,
Apt. 2-E, Silver Spring, MD 20906.
Online condolences maybe expressed at:
www.pumphreyfuneralhome.com

GILLICE

SONDRA JUPIN GILLICE
April 15,1936 ~ November 19, 2020
Sondra J. Gillice passed away in Arlington,
Virginia on November 19, 2020. Sondra
was a proud wife, dedicated mother and
randmother, a fiercely loyal friend, and a
eader in her professional and social circles.
Born in Centralia, Illinois in 1936, to Laura
Rose Jupin, an educator, and Earl Cranston
Jupin, an investor and columnist for the
town newspaper, Sondra graduated from
high school in 1954 with a determination
to have a professional career. Sondra com-
pleted her bachelor's degree studies at
Lindenwood University in three years, and
later earned an MBA degree from Loyola
College. In 1959, she married James (“Jim")
T. Gillice, to whom she was married for
18 years, and, in 1964, had her only child,
Thomas A. Gillice. Sondra‘s diligence and
business acumen led her to break through
the corporate world’s glass ceiling in the
1970s and 80s. She served as a human
resources manager and executive in the
financial, energy, and hospitality industries,
including as Vice President of Human
Resources at Guest Services, Inc. Ever a
pioneer in the corporate world, Sondra
advocated for the upward mobility of pro-
fessional women into upper levels of man-
agement, and 1980, gave a speech for the
National Policy Institute entitled “Women &
Work: Removing the Barriers in the 1980s.”
That same year, Sondra married Gardner R.
Brown (USN CDR (Ret.), a marriage of 38
years until Gardner’s passing in April 2018.
Sondra and Gardner shared a passion for
home renovation and design, which they
practiced on their properties in Edgartown,
Massachusetts and Orange, Virginia. In
1998, she and Gardner formed their energy
consulting business, RusSon, Inc. Sondra
served as president of the local chapters of
Soroptimist International, American Asso-
ciation of University Women, Capital Speak-
ers Club, the Art Guild of Washington DC
and several other organizations. Her won-
derful parties, gracious hosting and gener-
ous friendship will be missed by many.
She is survived by her son, Thomas and
daughter-in-law, Michelle, and her grand-
children, James and Cole Gillice. Interment
will be at Arlington National Cemetery on
a date to be announced in 2021. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be made to
Lindenwood University's scholarship fund
at https://www.lindenwood.edu/alum-
n'i1/_support/giving-opportunities/scholar-
ships.
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JACOBSON

_ &
EILEEN MARION JACOBSON
Eileen Marion Jacobson passed
away peacefully on November
12, 2020, at Walter Reed Medical

AN Center after being hospitalized
following a long illness. She was
90.

She was born in New York City and grew
up in Woodmere, Long Island, and the City.
Her father was a businessman and her
mother was a homemaker. She graduated
with a degree in radio and TV from the
University of Miami, finishing first in her
class. There, she met her future husband,
Raymond Jacobson, who was then a law
student. They dated for two years, and after
she pinned his Army 2nd Lieutenant's bars
on him, he left for two years service during
the Korean War. Following his discharge,
they moved to Washington, where they
were married in 1955.

In Washington, she worked in the commu-
nications office of the Democratic Nation-
al Committee, at an advertising agency,
and in the promotion department of the
Washington Post. She was the first woman
to regularly attend the newspaper's daily
meetings, led by editors J.R. Wiggins and
Alfred Friendly. There, she gained informa-
tion for advance promotions of articles by
Post writers.

When Raymond was promoted to General
at the Pentagon, Eileen once again pinned
him with his star. But Raymond said that
if he was going to be wearing a gold star,
then she should wear a specially designed
necklace with a gold star and a diamond
to recognize her support for his years of
military service. She wore it for most of the
rest of her life.

Eileen had always been artistic and would
travel widely to obtain beads and other
pieces made of glass to create one-of-a-
kind necklaces that were sold in high-end
boutiques, including at the Corning Glass
Museum in Corning, NY.

She is survived by her husband of 65
years, their son Louis A. Jacobson; their
daughter-in-law Elisabeth Layton, and their
grandchildren Cynthia and Zachary. During
her long illness she was comforted by
the loving care of Lurene Whyte and Rub!
Salgro. The funeral was privately held wit
immediate family.
www.sagelbloomfield.com

When the need
arises, let families
find you in the

Funeral Services Directory.

To be seen in the Funeral
Services Directory, please
call paid Death Notices at
202-334-4122.
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RICHARD KIRSCHNER "Rick"

A leading member of the labor union bar
in Philadelphia for 60 years, Richard "Rick"
Kirschner, 88, died on November 30, 2020
at George Washington University Hospital
in Washington, DC. Born on April 3, 1932
in Philadelphia to public school teachers
Rebekah Muller Kirschner and Walter
Kirschner, Rick attended Central High, earned
a B.A. from Penn State (1954), an LL.B.
from the University of Pennsylvania (1957),
and a Master's in Law and Public Policy
from American University in Washington, DC
(2002). He continued his education into his
70's, receiving a teaching certification from
American University in 2011 and completing
training as a docent for the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in 2016.

His political and moral views were shaped by
the era of Joseph McCarthy and the House
Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC).
His parents taught English and History at
Roxborough High and had friends who were
blacklisted and lost their jobs as a result
of HUAC investigations supposedly aimed at
identifying Communist threats to the United
States. His parents too were investigated as
Communist sympathizers.

During his career Rick represented both
private and public employee labor unions,
first as an associate with the Philadelphia
firm of Lou Wilderman, then with Wilderman,
Markowitz and Kirschner, and Kirschner,
Walters, and Willig. He left Philadelphia
in 1982 to found the law firm Kirschner,
Weinberg & Demps%y in Washington, DC.
That firm represented the national office of
the American Federation of State, Count
and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), whicl
became the largest union in the AFL-CIO.
In 1990, Rick dissolved that law firm and
established a new firm, Kirschner & Gartrell,
P.C., with his wife, M. Kay Gartrell ().D. Yale
1967), whom he married in 1978 when she
was a partner in the Philadelphia firm of
Goodman & Ewing. The new firm renewed
Kirschner's relationship with AFSCME Coun-
cil 13 in Pennsylvania, then led by native
Philadelphian Edward Keller. He represented
Council 13 and its related health and welfare
funds until his death.

Rick worked with AFSCME from its inception
in Pennsylvania. He was the primary drafts-
man of the Public Employee Relations Act
of 1970, which established for the first time
the right of public employees in Pennsylvania
to organize. He later drafted the original
Declaration of Trust which established the
largest union-management jointly adminis-
tered health and welfare fund in Pennsyl-
vania, the Pennsylvania Employees Benefit
Trust Fund (PEBTF). Managed by equal
numbers of Union Trustees and Management
Trustees (selected by the Governor) the
PEBTF today provides health benefits to
some 70,000 state employees and their
ﬁependents, covering more than 200,000
ives.

KIRSCHNER

Throughout his life Rick sought to be a voice
on behalf of marginal poEulations and in
favor of human and civil rights. His activities
included participating in the Marches on
Washington to end the Vietnam War; boy-
cotting grapes in the 1970s and working with
Cesar Chavez, a Latino American Civil Rights
Activist and co-founder of the National Farm
Workers Association (NFWA); and supporting
the Native American rights movement, to
name just a few. In 1964 Rick represented
Haverford College scholarship student Rus-
sell Stetler, an important student anti-war
activist in Philadelphia, whose Board of Edu-
cation scholarship was being cancelled
because of his political activities. In his
winning brief before the Board of Education,
Kirschner pleaded that "[The Board] must
continue to educate a brillant mind, regard-
less of the unorthodoxies it expresses. It
must never forget the crucial necessity of
academic freedom in a democratic society."
Stetler's scholarship was saved, and he later
became a lawyer and the National Mitigation
Coordinator for the federal death penalty
projects begun in 2005. Kirschner and Stetler
reconnected in 2008 when Stetler spoke at
Penn Law School and there he met Rick's
youngest daughter, Meredith, a Penn Law
student at the time.

In addition to his wife of 42 years, Ka
Gartrell, and their daughter, Meredit
Kirschner of Haddon Township, NJ, Rick is
survived by four children from his first mar-
riage (1953-1978) to Beverly Yanoff
(deceased) - Jason Kirschner of Asheville,
NC; Linda Sue Kirschner of Doylestown, PA;
Lee Kirschner (Hope) of Bala Cynwyd, PA;
and Stefi Lynn Kirschner (Gilbert Schneider)
of Pittsburgh, PA. He is also survived by his
stepson Daniel Rinella of Philadelphia.” He
was predeceased by his brother, Dr. Robert
H. Kirschner of Chicago, IL, an internationally
known forensic pathologist and human rights
advocate (see New York Times, September
18, 2002), and by his parents. His sister
Joanne Kirschner Oppenheimer (Tim) of
Springfield, MA survives as does his sister-in-
law Dr. Barbara Kirschner (Robert) of Chicago,
IL, a renowned pediatric gastroenterologist
associated with the University of Chicago.
Rick leaves behind eight grandchildren, six
nephews and a niece.

Rick will be remembered as a person who
was always first in line to help others, but
just as importantly, as a man who was
good-humored, warm, funny, incomparably
generous, unceasingly curious, and as a pillar
of wisdom for all who were lucky enough
to know him. He relentlessly promoted the
successes of those around him, whether
legally, emotionally or financially, and he
basked in the accomplishments of the people
he loved. His moral compass was unwa-
vering and unrelenting, and he stopped at
nothing to pursue justice in all facets of his
life. Rick touched the lives of so many who
knew him and his legacy will live on in all
those who were fortunate enough to have
crossed his path.

A virtual memorial service will be held
December 19, 2020 at 6 p.m. ET, a link to
which will be on the Gawler’s Funeral Home
of Washington, DC's website (www.digni-
tymemorial.com). Donations in Kirschner's
honor may be made to the ACLU, the NAACP
Legal Defense Fund, the Southern Poverty
Law Center, the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum, the Jewish Foundation
for the Righteous, the Equal Justice Initiative,
the Human Rights Campaign, or any cause
supporting civil and human rights.
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THADDEUS ALPHONSE LINDNER
Thaddeus Alphonse Lindner passed quietly
at home on December 7, 2020, in the loving
presence of his wife of 68 years, Mary Jean.

Born June 10, 1926, Tad moved from his
hometown of Syracuse, NY to Washington,
DC, following his service in the U.S. Army in
occupied Japan in 1947.

A first generation Polish-American, he
earned his B.A. from George Washington
University, funded by the GI bill and through
engaging in multiple part-time jobs. GWU of
the 1950's proved to be a place where Tad
grew socially, becoming student government
president; athletically, Iayin% or the golf
team all four years; academically, earning the
respect and support of this professors; and
romantically, where he met the love of his
life and future bride, Mary Jean Wellford. He
always remembered the important role GW
played in his early success and exhibited as
much by naming his company after the GW
“Colonials”, later establishing scholarships
and making other major contributions to
his alma mater, and serving as one of the
university’s founding trustees. His service on
the board stretched over 20 years, and was
later honored bg a dear friend in the creation
of a Professorship of Business Ethics at GW,
in his name and that of his late partner, Serge
Gambal.

After securing a loan ($90) which was sup-
plemented by his Mary Jean's CIA salary, Tad
and his fraternity brother/business partner
Gambal started what was to become one of
the largest parking services company in the
Washington, DC area, Colonial Parking, Inc.
As President and CEO of Colonial Parking, he
led the company while concurrently serving
in numerous civic and community leadership
roles. During this time and later, he and
Mary Jean also contributed time, talent and
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financial resources to their respective alma
maters, local DC area schools, and other
nonprofits in Washington, DC, Poland and
Ethiopia. Having come from a family of
modest means, he inculcated a corporate
ethic to support those less fortunate, while
also providing employment opportunities for
those coming from challenging circum-
stances both locally and internationally.

In addition to his multi-decade service at
GW, Tad served as a board member of
Columbia Country Club where he was a
member since 1965. He served multiple
years in the Kiwanis Club including serving
as its president from 1970-1972. He also
enjoyed membership at Burning Tree Club as
well as Pine Tree Country Club in Boynton
Beach, FL.

Tad often expressed his bafflement of having
been so blessed in his life and the many
opportunities he experienced that he could
never have imagined occurring. He frequent-
ly queried, "Why have | been so fortunate
to have this life?”, and attributed his good
fortune to treating all people with dignity -
bang always honoring his handshake as his
ond.

Tad is survived by his beloved wife Mary Jean;
four children, Rusty (Mimsy), Gary (Jenée),
Eric (Ellen) and Ann Morrison (Patrick); and
11 grandchildren, Thaddeus I, Christopher,
Samuel, Matt, Sarah, Blake, Mary Faith and
Jones Lindner, Rebecca Clarkson (Tucker),
and Emma and Colleen Morrison.

Tad loved and touched many with his humil-
ity, unflappable optimism, basic everyday
kindness and sense of gratitude most known
by his famous phrase, “Every day is a gift".

The family wishes to extend it deepest grat-
itude to those who provided kindness and
excellent care for Tad during his last years,
whose actions allowed him to experience
the dignity and love all wished him to have
during his last chapter.

The family will hold a private ceremony at
this time and plan for a celebration of Tad’s
life sometime in 2021.

Contributions in his memory may be made

to The Mary Jean and Thaddeus Lindner

Scholarship Fund at George Washington Uni-

versity, or Jubilee Jobs, 2712 Ontario Road,
NW Washington, DC 20009.
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KATHLEEN CLIFFORD MacDONOUGH
On December 7, 2020, after a lifetime spent
conquering seemlnFIf\f/ insurmountable chal-
lenges, Kathleen Clifford MacDonough lost
her battle with a fourth cancer. She died at
home in the loving care of her daughter and

son.
Kathleen (often called Kate or Kay by family
and friends) was born in Washington, DC[RP 1]
on July 28, 1943, to George and Mary Clifford.
Raised with her four siblings in Washington
and Chevy Chase, MD, Kathleen was brilliant.
There was no subject she could not master
and very few could match her quick wit and
inexhaustible work ethic. She was funny,
beautiful and athletic — a champion swimmer,
who also played CYO basketball and baseball
on a boys youth team. After graduating from
Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School in 1961,
Kathleen attended Georgetown University,
leaving after her sophomore year to marry
Richard C. MacDonough, of Wellesley, MA.
When their marriage ended in divorce, Kath-
leen returned to the DC- area in 1967 to raise
their two children.

As a single mother, Kathleen worked non-
stop to support her family, serving as a
Washington correspondent and contributing
writer for several publications, including
Detroit Scope and the Manhattan Tribune,
and consulting for USR&D Corporation. She
wrote and consulted for political campaigns,
including those of Arthur Goldberg and
Robert F. and Edward M. Kennedy. While
working full-time, she returned to George-
town’s School of Foreign Service, graduating
with honors in 1974. She then built a remark-
able career in public relations, public affairs
and crisis management that spanned four
decades.

Kathleen served as a Vice President, Public
Affairs, at Burson-Marsteller until 1979, when
she was hired by her client, the General
Foods Corporation (GF) and relocated to
the New York-area to serve as Manager of
Corporate Issues. She worked for GF as
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Director of CorPorate Issues and Director
of Corporate Affairs until 1987, when Philip
Morris, Inc. bought GF, and she was named
[Dire]ctor of Corporate Issues Coordination.
JC2

In the 1990's Kathleen returned to her home-
town, where her children were living, to serve
as Manager of Media Relations for the United
States Postal Service (USPS). She retired
from USPS in 2013.

Kathleen guest-lectured at universities and
contributed to MBA programs at Harvard and
Dartmouth. She served on numerous boards
and public service agencies, including the
Better Business Bureau and the Columbia
University Center for Social Policy and Prac-
tice in the Workplace. She gave freely of her
time and expertise to countless causes.
Kathleen loved children, books (of which she
had thousands), the ocean, a good debate,
driving a stick shift, big dogs, heavy snow,
old movies, holidays, sports of all kinds, ice
cream, “Jeopardy” and Coca Cola. She was
the life of every party and the master of every
dance floor. She opened her home to her
children’s friends and was a second Mom and
mentor to many of them. She was extremel
proud of her heritage and loved her big, Iris
family with all her heart — which luckily for
them was huge.

Kathleen was generous, fiercely loyal, the
bravest woman her family ever knew. She
was honest as they come and entirely intol-
erant of unfairness or discrimination of any
kind. She had a gift for making people feel
noticed and special. She was often described
by her nieces and nephews as “ma%ical.” She
was a force of nature who will be missed
beyond measure by all who loved her.
Kathleen is survived by her two devoted
children: Richard C. MacDonough, Jr. (Julia)
of Hollis, NH[RP3], and Elizabeth C. Mac-
Donough, of Arlington, VA; grandchildren,
Joseph, Catherine and Michael MacDonough;
brother, John M. Clifford (Sue) of Chevy
Chase, DC; sister-in-law, Garry Clifford of
Washington, DC; 12 nieces and nephews;
and, a marvelous, growing pack of great
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in
death by her parents; her brother, George
Clifford, Jr.; and, earlier this year, sisters Ellen
Clifford Perkins and Mary Clifford Poor.

A Mass of Christian Burial will take place
on Monday, December 14 at the Shrine of
the Most Blessed Sacrament with interment
at Rock Creek Cemetery. Due to COVID
restrictions, all services will be private. In lieu
of flowers, please consider making donation
to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
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TIMOTHY E. CLIFFORD

Retired managing director of WPP Finsbur
and former newspaper journalist in New Yor|
City, Boston and Washington, DC, died Friday,
December 4, 2020 after a courageous four-
year)fight with Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis
(ALS).
Tim Clifford, generally called just “Clifford”
by family and friends, lived a high-energy life
fired by a fierce and impatient intelligence. He
relentlessly pursued wisdom and experience
through reading, travel and friendship, and
was convinced that the world would be a
Wuch better place if we all just listened to
im.
He first thought to find the key to a more
perfect universe through the study of history:
Clifford obtained bachelor and masters
degrees in history with honors from Yale
University; proceeded to New College at
Oxford as the American Keasbey Scholar to
earn a graduate degree in modern European
history, and landed back at Princeton Univer-
sity for more graduate studies.

But the joys of academia ultimately could not
compete with the bright lights of big cities,
and so Clifford debarked for Boston and the
start of his career as a journalist at The
Herald. In 1986, he was called up to the big
show in New York.

Clifford was fortunate to have worked at
New York City newspapers during the heyday
of the "newspaper wars” of the 1980-90s.
At New York Newsday—dubbed Tabloid In
a Tutu by editors of the rival New York
Post—Clifford rose from neighborhoods
reporter to the Manhattan courts beat, cover-
ing the heated events of the Central Park
jogger case, civil unrest following criminal
treatment of Black suspects by New York
police and the “preppie murder” trial. He was
promoted to Newsday’s Washington Bureau,
and became a friendly fixture on then-Demo-
cratic candidate Bill Clinton’s plane. He often
brought much-needed comic relief on the
grueling, multi-stop-a-day “Camp Pain,” as
reporters called it. Colleagues could always
count on Tim if they had a balky laptop
or phone jack; he also was known for his
creative wording with expense accounts.

In 1993 he was lured away by the surging
New York Daily News to be its Washington
Bureau chief. He ran the bureau and wrote
political analysis during the administration
of President Bill Clinton, another voracious
reader with whom Clifford swapped reading
lists on U.S. and global history. As bureau
chief, he managed the expectations of his
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New York bosses who were engaged in a
dogfight over readership with the NY Post:
Every time a new conspiracy theory arose,
hed stop answering the phone.

It was at the Daily News that Clifford met his
wife Susan Jordan, NY Daily News national
editor, to whom he reported for a period that
they both remember—and friends observed--
as fiery and life-changing. With Susan, Clifford
continued his exploration of the world, travel
ing to obscure historical sites across Europe
and ancient hill towns crowned with good
restaurants and great wine. Their hikes were
always conducted at two paces: Susan often
doubling back to find Clifford enjoying a
cigarette while perusing a guidebook in the
sun.

In 1996 Clifford was recruited to Robinson
Lerer & Montgomery (RLR) to serve clients in
the growing internet industry; he jumped to
America Online as corporate editorial editor,
and then to owner Time Inc. to assist the
C-suite with strategic communications and
speechwriting. He returned to RLR prior to
its 2011 merger with Finsbury, and retired in
2018 after his diagnosis.

Clifford was born and raised in the suburbs
of Buffalo, NY but committed himself to city
life where the lawns never needed to be
mowed and the music played late. Early
in their relationship, he and Susan moved
into one of the last remaining wood-framed
houses of Manhattan, a 19th century gem
that in December 2019, after a protracted
engagement campaign prosecuted by Clif-
ford, was designated an historic landmark by
the New York City Landmarks Preservation
Foundation.

Clifford was diagnosed with ALS in 2017, and
proceeded to deal with the inevitable as he
had always dealt with life: Extensive research
to develop a plan of attack after which he
bullied everyone around him into following
his lead. He traveled with Susan, daughter
Keely and friends and family; played squash
at the Yale Club before settling down to
dinner and drinks; drove his more moderate
friends crazy with impassioned diatribes
about the state of politics in America; rooted
for the New York Jets, Mets and Rangers
despite every heartbreak, and continued to
consume hundreds of books on every topic
under the sun. His grace and courage in the
face of this dreadful disease served as a
model for his family and friends and becomes
part of his legacy.

Clifford is survived by his parents, Rita and
Earl Clifford of Buffalo, NY.; his wife, Susan;
daughter, Keelan Jordan Clifford; brother,
Mark Clifford; nephews, Colin and Ben Clif-
ford; and an extended family that sprawls
across the globe and includes godchildren
Marisa Blaine Zipay of New York City and
Hailey Davis of Portland, Maine.

Tim did not want a “zoom funeral;” a memor-
ial service will be held once the pandemic is
contained.

Tim delighted in mentoring younger col-
leagues and was a firm believer in the gift
of education. One of his last wishes was to
have a scholarship created in his name for
academically promising students in need of
financial assistance. Tax-deductible contribu-
tions in his honor can be made to Oxford
University: https://oxfordna.org/donate.
Select “New College” from the pull-down
menu and in the Further Information box,
type in “Timothy Clifford Scholarship.”
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CLIFFORD E. McLAIN
(Age 89)
Of Fairfax Station, VA passed away on Decem-
ber 6, 2020. Private services will be held
at National Memorial Park. For full obituary,
please go to
www.nationalfh-mp.com

NEIDECKER

CHARLES LEROY NEIDECKER "Buddy"
Passed away on Sunday, December 6, 2020,
of natural causes. He is survived by his
daughter, Nancy Floyd, son, Wayne Neidecker,
grandchildren, Brian, Amy, Brett, Carly, Cody,
and great-granddaughter, Lily. Charles’ wife,
Dorothy died in 2009, after 59 years of mar-
riage. He was also preceded in death by his
son Gary. Charles was a man of faith and will be
missed dearI% by all who knew him. A private
service will be held for the familg. Please
join us in celebrating Charlie’s life by making
a donation to or volunteering with University
Baptist Church Food Pantry, as this was near
and dear to his heart. To do this please
visit their website at weareubc.org or call
301-422-1430.

DEATH NOTICE
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BEVERLY PORTER
On Friday, December 11, 2020,
BEVERLY PORTER, of Silver Spring,
MD. Beloved wife of the late Allan
J. Porter. Devoted mother of Mar-
lene (Dennis) Blair, Jay (Patty) and
Nadene Porter. Dear sister of the
late Solomon (surviving, Arlene) Danzig and
sister-in-law of the late Naomi Danzig. Loving
grandmother of Megan Blair, Alyson (Steve
Eberhardt) Blair and Katie, Natalie and Owen
Porter. Graveside funeral services will be pri-
vate. Shiva will be held via Zoom. Please
contact the family for information. Memorial
contributions may be made to the American
Diabetes  Association, www.diabetes.org.
Arrangements entrusted to TORCHINSKY
HEBREW FUNERAL HOME, 202-541-1001.

RAWSON

NORMAN E. RAWSON (Age 85)
Of Rockville, Maryland, passed away peace-
fully on December 8, 2020. He was the
beloved husband of Nancy Rawson (née
Dennis); a cherished father to Cynthia Raw-
son and the late Julie Zabrucky; grandfather
to Nicole and Sean Zabrucky and William
and Clare Styslinger; and great grandfather
to Alyza Zabrucky and Peyton Knox. Ser-
vices will be private. Interment will be at
Parkholm Cemetery in La Grange, lllinois.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that
donations be made in his memory to Gene-
va Presbyterian Church. For a full obituary
see

www.pumphreyfuneralhome.com
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ANITA STOPAK

Anita Stopak, of Silver Spring,

MD passed away on Thursday,

December 10, 2020 the age

of 84. Beloved wife of Charles

A Stopak, devoted mother of

‘W Robin and David Stopak; cher-

ished grandmother of Matt

Freedmen (Emily), Jamie Speiden (Garrett),

Hanna, Bryan and Daniel Stopak: loving

aunt of Susan (Chris) Lavigna and her

children, Rachel, Charlotte and Brendan;

caring sister, Rhoda Baron. Services will be

held privately. In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to St. Judes
Children's Hospital. Services entrusted to
Sagel Bloomfield Funeral Care.
www.sagelbloomfield.com

LITTLE

WILLIAM LITTLE, JR. (Age 92)
Of District Heights MD, peacefully transitioned
from earth into the beyond on the morning
of December 2, 2020. His celebration of life
will take place on Tuesday, December 15, 2020
at Gethsemane United Methodist Church, 910
Addison Rd. S., Capitol Heights, MD 20743. The
wake will be held at 10 a.m., followed by the
service (limited seating) at 11 a.m. Streaming
available from the Gethsemane UMC Facebook
age.

He leaves to cherish his memory his loving wife
Ellen Washington Little; his beautiful daughter
Brenetta Jackson; three handsome grandsons
Raimon Jackson (Brenetta), Everett Harrington
Jr. (Denise), Rashad Adams (Terrence); and a
host of extended family.

RUST

CATHERINE J. RUST
"Katie" (Age 99)
Catherine Johansen Rust died on December
11, 2020 at Sunrise Senior Living in Alexandria,
VA. Mrs. Rust, who lived in Washington, DC,
and Christmas Cove, ME, was 99. She had a
heart ailment.
A native Washingtonian, Mrs. Rust was a grad-
uate of Georgetown Visitation Convent and
Georgetown Visitation Convent Junior College,
class of 1942. During World War II, she served
as a nurse’s aide and later as a blood-donor
aide for the American Red Cross.
A member of the Junior League, Mrs. Rust was
active in voluntary work, serving as president,
Alumnae Association of Georgetown Visitation
Convent Junior College; president, Women'’s
Board of Columbia Hospital for Women; and
board member, Columbia Hospital for Women.
Mrs. Rust was devoted to her husband of 61
years, Harry Lee Rust Ill, who died in 2004,
and their five sons, Harry of Alexandria, VA,
John of Portland, ME, William of East Otis,
MA, Robert of Williamsburg, VA, and Richard
of Freeport, ME. Mrs. Rust’s survivors include
gight grandchildren and seven great grandchil-
ren.
A funeral service will be held at a date to be
determined once the covid-19 pandemic has
been contained.

AMY LOUISE DIGIOSIA SPEED
Born on October 7, 1962, Amy Louise
(DiGiosia) Speed passed away peacefully on
December 8, 2020, while surrounded by
family. She is survived by her devoted hus-
band, David Speed; her precious child,
Daniel; and two loving sisters, Lori DiGiosia
(m. Greg Holt) and Krista Bernier (m. Art),
and was preceded in death by her adoring
parents, Victor and Bonnie DiGiosia, and her
dear sister, Lisa Harju (m. Kenny). She is also
survived by her nieces and nephews Brady,
Alexis, Evan, Austin, Greg and Mareth, all of
V\ahlc()jm she loved and cared for like her own
children.

A native of Virginia since 1 year old, Amy
grew up in Fairfax County, Virginia. Amy was
the Valedictorian of the class of 1980 at
West Springfield High School in Springfield,
Virginia, where she was also elected to the
Homecoming Court by her fellow classmates.
Amy was selected to be a WSHS cheerleader
all four years, serving as Captain of the
Varsity squad. Amy was supremely bright
as shown as early as age 2 when she was
recorded reading the Washington Post. Yet,
she was modest and humble. Amy never
talked down or made anyone feel lesser than
her. She valued and celebrated all people,
firmly believing that everyone was gifted in
their own way.

Amy was an avid reader, often consuming
two or three books in a week. Sometimes
referred to as a “bookworm” in her youth,
one of her books wound up on the street
when it was thrown out of the car by a
friend who wanted to encourage her to take
her nose out of the book when they were
spending time together!

Amy nurtured and maintained lifelong friend-

ships with her grade school friends. They

loved, laughed and cried together for the last

50 years, spending precious time together by

Eacvﬂlme and in-person up to the last day of
er life.

Amy graduated from Duke University in
Durham, NC, with honors. She was a member
of Delta Delta Delta Sorority and forged
special bonds with the friends she made
at Duke. She tirelessly rooted for the Blue
Devils in their bids to win NCAA basketball
tournaments.

In her 20 years as a writer / editor for the
Internal Revenue Service, Amy won multiple
performance awards. She was instrumental
In adding the Missing Children’s pictures to
multiple IRS publications and forms, bringing
awareness to the plight of many endangered
children and providing better opportunities
to find and rescue children in dire straits.

While working at the IRS in Washington, DC,
Amy befriended Haskel, a homeless man
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who lived on the streets of DC. Amy’s friend-
ship with Haskel taught her not to judge
a book by its cover and that all humans
should be treated with respect and dignity.
Amy orchestrated Haskel’s attendance to her
boss’ retirement party who had also forged a
friendship with Haskel where Haskel proudly
?atha_t the head table in a suit that Amy got
or him.

For the past 8 years, Amy was a contracts
administrator at George Mason University in
the research office. Amy supported complex
and challenging research awards on behalf
of GMU faculty and students. Amy’s support
was frequently sought out by many profes-
sors on more difficult projects because of her
knowledge and expertise.

Amy married Dave Speed in 1990. They had
a love where they each strived to make the
other happy. They shared a love of sports,
especially enjoying going to Nats games and
cheering them on! Over the last few years,
they spent treasured time with each other
on thelr back deck where Amy also marveled
at every bird, squirrel, turkey, deer and fox
that wandered through her backyard.

Amy loved cheering on her son Daniel when
he played baseball during his youth and for
Chantilly High School. When other parents
were calling out “good eye” or “protect the
plate”, Amy was always heard to yell from
the stands, “Have Fun!” when Daniel was up
to bat! She was incredibly proud of the young
man Daniel has become and cherished every
moment she spent with him.

Amy especially loved spendin%]quality time
every year at the beach with her extended
family. Maintaining strong family ties was of
utmost importance to Amy.

Amy also loved her time with her Bunco club
and the high school basketball moms group
of which she was an honorary member since
her son did not play basketball.

Amy led by example. Her faith in God was a
guiding force in her life. She was extremely
grateful to the leaders and members of
Floris United Methodist Church for warmly
welcoming Amy into their flock. She was
immensely enriched by her participation in
small group bible study, and she looked
forward every week to Sunday services
online during the pandemic.

Amy’s courageous battle against breast can-
cer and kidney disease inspired those around
her, although it did not define her.

She was resolute that the most important
role you have in life is to provide love. She will

Ee remembered for her kind and generous
eart.

Amy will be buried at Fairfax Memorial Park
in Fairfax, Virginia, on Wednesday, December
16, 2020, following a small service attended
in-person only by famil¥] due to the current
athering restrictions. The family would love
or others to be there with them but the
Park is strictly enforcing the law limiting
gatherings. All others are invited to attend
the service by joining the live-stream link
provided on her obituary page which can
be found at www.fairfaxmemorialfuneral-
home.com/obituaries.

The family looks forward to hosting a larger
in-person gathering to celebrate Amy's life
once the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation
to Floris United Methodist Church, 13600
Frying Pan Road, Herndon, VA 20171, or
online at Florisumc.org, in Amy Speed’s
memory.

When the need arises, let families find you in
the Funeral Services Directory.

To be seen in the Funeral Services Directory,
please call paid Death Notices at 202-334-4122.
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Neighborhood Santa gives back, while spreading holiday cheer

SANTA FROM B1

his dozens of appointed Santa
rounds in Olney on the weekends,
he’s doing outdoor visits and trav-
eling in his bright red Toyota
4Runner.

This is a first for “Santa Steve”
(as Olney kids and parents know
him), but he’s hopeful that he can
still keep the magic alive. He’s also
doing Zoom visits.

“I’ll just do the best I can,”
Schreurs said. “Even with covid,
it’s important to me to put a smile
on a child’s face.”

“Since becoming Santa,” he
said, “I’ve learned you have to
adapt and live in the now.”

Schreurs is a retired chemical
and nuclear engineer who teaches
art every summer at Fiber College
in Searsport, Maine. But he came
upon his calling in life naturally,
he said, when kids began pointing
at him and exclaiming, “Santa!”
four decades ago.

Never mind that Schreurs used
to havered hair and a full beard to
match. He could see that becom-
ing Santa was inevitable, he said.

His wife saw it, too.

“He has had a full beard since
well before I met him,” said Susan
Schreurs, 72. She married Santa
Steve almost 50 years ago.

“As we got older, or at least,
more adult-looking, children
would occasionally ask if he was
Santa,” she said. “Now it happens
all the time, with or without the
red hat.”

Her husband will oblige if
somebody wants a photo, said
Susan Schreurs, who at times will
moonlight as Mrs. Claus.

“Sometimes it’s an injured vet
or someone who has a disability,”
she said. “People let down their
guard with Santa.”

Stephen Schreurs got his prop-
er red velvet suit in the 1990s. It
was after one Christmas season
when he became popular with
kids at his church while wearing a
cheap Santa costume, Susan
Schreurs said. That’s when she

PAULA OSPINA FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Children listen during a drive-by visit from Stephen “Santa Steve” Schreurs in Olney, Md., on Dec. 5.
Schreurs gives Kkids a special Santa coin to make a wish for themselves or someone in need.

decided it was time to sew him
one.

“She did a great job — I'm still
wearing it today,” her husband
noted. Thanks to his daily run-
ning routine, it still fits.

Although his beard has turned
white, his hair is still red — the
perfect mixture for Christmas, he
said. But even when he doesn’t
tuck his red locks under his velvet
cap, kids still recognize him as Old
Saint Nick, say those who know
him.

“Hehas such an amazing perso-
na that you really believe he’s
Santa,” said Tsili Wolf, who lives in
the same cul-de-sac as the
Schreurses. “You can be having
the worst day in the world, and as
soon as you start talking to Santa
Steve, it all melts away.”

Although Wolf’s family is Jew-
ish, she regularly invited Stephen
Schreurs to visit her two girls at

their home every holiday season
— apractice that continues to this
day, even though her daughters
are much older.

Wolf has seen Schreurs in ac-
tion year after year, not only with
her kids but also with hundreds
who have lined up to see him at
community events in Olney. She
nominated her bearded neighbor
for a Greater Olney Civic Associa-
tion award in 2018.

When Schreurs won, “practi-
cally the whole town turned out to
honor him,” she said. “He’s hon-
estly loved by everyone, young
and old alike.”

Schreurs is a graduate of the
Charles W. Howard Santa Claus
School in Midland, Mich., but
much of what he has learned has
come from interacting with kids.

He remembers the time he
went to a mall and a girl with a
walker approached him with her

mother.

“She said, ‘Mom, I don’t want to
use my walker to say hello to
Santa, ” Schreurs recalled. “She
was in this beautiful dress and she
walked over to me without her
walker and gave me a big hug.
Tears were running down her
mother’s face. What a wonderful
moment.”

There was also the time he
allowed a blind girl with several
health problems to touch his
beard at Disney World, then later
learned that her family was visit-
ing the theme park to fulfill her
last wish. Another meaningful
moment occurred when an autis-
tic girl sat next to him and
“honked” his nose — the first time
she’d ever interacted with a
stranger, her mother told him at
the time.

“That’s what it’s all about —
that’s why I’'ve embraced the role,”

he said.

But since 2008, there has also
been a more personal reason.

“That’s when I learned as Santa
Claus that it’s time to say ‘yes, ”
Schreurs said. “Because you may
not have an opportunity to do that
next week or next year.”

One of Schreurs’s two sons,
Bryan, wasKilled in a car accident
that year. The year before, Bryan
had taken a fun road trip with
Schreurs and his grandfather.
And afew years before that, Bryan
had taken a coast-to-coast motor-
cycle trip with his dad.

“We put our feet in the Atlantic
Ocean, drove to the Pacific Ocean
and did the same thing, then
drove back to the Atlantic and put
our feet in again,” Schreurs said.
“It took a month, but thank good-
ness we did it.”

Both of his boys never thought
twice about having Santa as their
father, he said. And now his two
grandchildren are doing the
same.

“Theylearned they had to share
me at the playground,” Schreurs
said. “In time, it got so they could
point out a child who they
thought might need cheering up.”

To help kids feel more comfort-
able, he always carries special
Santa coins in his pocket, de-
signed by him every vyear.
Schreurs tells children to either
make a wish for themselves or
somebody in need after he hands
out his coins, then asks them to
tuck the coins away for safekeep-
ing.

“I have them made in lots of
5,000,” Schreurs said. “One of the
things I learned early on is that it
took a lot of courage for a child to
come up and ask me if  was Santa.
I wanted to give them a gift for
being brave. Something more
than a candy cane.”

Sometimes he gets a shy smile
in return.

“Even during a pandemic —
especially during a pandemic — it
brings it all home,” Schreurs said.

metro@washpost.com

VIRGINIA

Police shoot, kill
79-year-old man

BY CLARENCE WILLIAMS
AND DANA HEDGPETH

A 79-year-old man was fatally
shot by Prince William County
police Thursday night in the
Dumfries area, police officials
said.

Kurtis Kay Frevert, 79, of
Dumfries was shot around
7:15 p.m. in the 3600 block of
Secret Grove Court when officers
responded to a call from a wom-
an who said her husband was
suicidal, police said.

The woman told police that
her husband “was making con-
cerning statements and armed
with a handgun,” police said in a
statement.

When officers arrived at the
home, the husband had left and
was walking around with a
handgun, officials said. Officers,
along with a helicopter from
Fairfax County police, searched
the area.

He was found in a nearby
wooded area and was walking
back to the home, police said.

The police statement said offi-
cers “encountered the husband
near the front door of the resi-
dence, still armed with the hand-
gun.” During that time, “five
officers discharged their depart-
ment-issued firearms at the man
who was struck an unknown
number of times,” the statement
said.

Police said that the incident
lasted an hour and that they do
not know whether Frevert fired
his gun. He was taken to a
hospital, where he later died.

No officers were injured, au-
thorities said.

Officials said the officers who
were involved are being put on
routine paid leave. Criminal and
administrative  investigations
are underway.

clarence.williams @washpost.com
dana.hedgpeth@washpost.com
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Cast Your Eyes on This: Free Virtual Screening of the Movie Greenland at 7:00 p.m. ET on December 15

A family fights for survival as a planet-killing comet races to Earth. John Garrity (Gerard Butler), his estranged wife Allison (Morena Baccarin)
and young son Nathan make a perilous journey to their only hope for sanctuary. Amid terrifying news accounts of cities around the world being
leveled by the comet’s fragments, the Garritys experience the best and worst in humanity while they battle the increasing panic and lawlessness
surrounding them. As the countdown to global apocalypse approaches zero, their incredible trek culminates in a desperate and last-minute flight
to a possible safe haven. “Greenland is a slow-burning, mature and nuanced take on a life-altering and destructive fictional event that is all too
familiar in today’s time. It's as grounded as it is gritty, leaving you emotionally heavy and cinematically satisfied.” (Ronak Kotecha, Times of India)

See details at washingtonpost.com/my-post.
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Filmmakers respond to the agony of 2020 by relaying poignant stories

et

WILL ROBSON SCOTT/AMAZON PRIME

ack cinema in sharp locus

Ah threatened to become the Year of Black
n Death. When “Black Panther” star
Hornaday  cnadwick Boseman died of colon

From a literal plague that

of a disproportionate number of people
of color to the killings of George Floyd,
Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Aubury and,
most recently, Casey Goodson, 2020 has

cancer in August, it felt like an
especially cruel blow — one that shattered not just the
life of a brilliant young artist but the dreams of a
community for whom he symbolized Blackness at its
most historically regal and cosmically aspirational.
But while anguish and outrage mounted, something
else was happening on our screens. When the theaters
closed and American audiences encountered endless
streaming choices, what they found were films that, in

took the lives a variety of ways and through disparate forms,
presented Black stories as quintessentially American
and, ultimately, universal.

It’s not hyperbole to say that the most important
movie of the year wasn’t a blockbuster or indie sleeper
hit but the 10-minute video that teenager Darnella
Frazier made of Floyd’s death, an improvised
documentary that became a chilling chronicle of one
man’s desperation and another’s impunity. The video
ignited waves of protests and demonstrations across
the country, offering hope that a multiracial coalition
might finally reach critical mass around issues of anti-
Black racism and criminal justice reform.

But it also presented a reminder of White
Americans’ troubling relationship to Black trauma,
from its deeply private and distressing content to the

SEE HORNADAY ON C2

Sheyi Cole, left, and Khali Best star in “Alex Wheatle,” the fourth installment in filmmaker Steve McQueen’s
five-film anthology. It’s among the films released this year that are distinctive in their intense subjectivity.

In the GOP,

whispered
‘concerns’
over Trump

BY SARAH ELLISON

During his decades on the con-
gressional beat, John Bresnahan
has spent countless hours listen-
ing to the private concerns of his
congressional sources.

Democrats expressed private
concerns about Bill Clinton’s in-
discretions with White House in-
tern Monica Lewinsky. Republi-
cans confessed private concerns
about George W. Bush’s handling
of the Iraq War. Democrats shared
private concerns about Barack
Obama’s aloofness to the back-
room negotiations where Con-
gress gets its real work done.

But then came Donald Trump.
And, boy, did Ais party’s lawmak-
ers ever have concerns. And those
concerns? The most private ever.

Bresnahan, the senior political
congressional reporter for Politi-
co, had no trouble getting Repub-
licans to open their hearts to him
about Trump leaning on the
Ukrainian president to investi-
gate Joe Biden, or his “both sides”
equivocating about the white na-
tionalist march in Charlottes-
ville, or some of the troubling
findings in the Mueller report
and revelations in John Bolton’s
book — but almost always on an
off-the-record, no-name, no-fin-
gerprints basis.

“Every Hill reporter has spent
the entire Trump presidency try-
ing to get people on the record
about Trump,” Bresnahan said.
“I’'ve spent the past five years try-
ing to get people to put their
names to their sentiments.”

It’s a culture of anonymity, shot
through by fear, that has posed a
quandary for political journalists
of this era — especially in these
particularly fraught closing hours
of the Trump administration,
when the president has lobbed
baseless allegations of election
fraud and pursued extralegal
means in an unprecedented at-
tempt to overturn the voting re-
sults and seize another term in
office.

Few Republicans have stood up
to defend the process under which
Joe Biden was elected — except, of
course, privately.

But should journalists even be
dignifying these off-the-record
sentiments — some condemning
Trump’s actions, others promis-
ing it will all blow over — by
putting them in print? Bresnahan
says he has a rule not to quote
someone anonymously and on
the record in the same piece. And
he has avoided whenever possi-
ble allowing unnamed lawmak-
ers into his stories.

“If a Republican official isn’t
willing to say openly that Trump’s
legal battles are as destructive as
they are hopeless, it’s hard to dis-
cern the news value in quoting
them anonymously,” said Bill Grue-
skin, a professor at Columbia Uni-
versity School of Journalism.

SEE TRUMP ON C4

TV REVIEW

‘Couples Therapy” is back
Lo zoom In on our Issues

BY HANK STUEVER

At a time when most of us
could probably use a session or
two (or more), the nation’s men-
tal health counselors are similar-
ly overwhelmed by the facts of
pandemic life and the ongoing
bad vibes of social unrest in
2020. This becomes abundantly
clear in Showtime’s quietly com-
pelling “Couples Therapy: The
Covid Special,” as the show’s
expertly empathetic clinical psy-
chologist and marriage counsel-
or, Orna Guralnik, struggles to
virtually tend to her clients as
they experience heightened
stress and discord under condi-
tions that resemble house arrest.

None of the crisis points seen
in this one-hour program will
strike viewers as particularly
novel; they are iterations of the
problems all couples are having
and constantly complaining
about — or, as Guralnik puts it as
she juggles parenting, chores
and Zoom sessions, it’s like “hav-
ing the same dream day after
day. ... All conversations sound
the same.” As such, “Couples

Therapy” may not sound like
anyone’s idea of entertainment
at the moment.

And yet, this one-hour episode
(airing Sunday) is a welcome
attempt to salvage and perhaps
savor what was clearly the show’s
intended second season, which
will have to wait until 2021.

“Couples Therapy” premiered
in 2019 and became the peak-TV
equivalent of a sleeper hit, a
fascinating and addictive oppor-
tunity to watch couples hash out
their issues in their homes and
also in Guralnik’s office (a set
constructed to look like her of-
fice, that is, providing the show’s
cameras a way to intimately
capture every inflection and nu-
ance from behind two-way mir-
rors — an emotional bonanza for
psychotherapy voyeurs). The
show is respectful and open; at
times it can be unsettling and hit
too close to home, but the raw-
ness is also its main attraction.

As “The Covid Special” begins,
in February 2020, Guralnik wel-
comes new patients as well as
some who were with her in the

SEE TV REVIEW ON C3

MUSIC REVIEW

BY CHRIS RICHARDS

So here’s another Taylor Swift
album. Funny, right? Near the
end of a catastrophic pandemic
year, as our days continue to fuse
into limbo-shaped weeks, there’s
some real cosmic comedy in
spontaneously releasing twin
blockbusters within the space of
five months. Too bad Swift
doesn’t really do humor. As a
songwriter, her sincerity is con-
genital, and she seems to be
sending us this cozy new bundle
of songs — 15 of them, titled
“Evermore” — not as a dizzying
meta-comment on cultural
mindshare, but as a simple ges-
ture of generosity and goodwill.
It all ends up feeling like a hug
that lasts too long.

Just as she promised when
announcing this music’s exis-
tence on Thursday morning,
Swift’s “Evermore” is the aesthet-
ic sequel to “Folklore,” an album
released after a 16-hour heads-up
in late July to resounding ac-
claim. Neato, boffo. The best
thing about “Folklore,” however,
was that it sounded surprising,
too — its clean, quiet spacious-
ness giving Swift’s modest voice

BETH GARRABRANT

Taylor Swift’s “Evermore” is her second album of the pandemic.

Swill can’t quit while she’s ahead

the opportunity to glow warmer
and brighter than the bells and
whistles that had been clanging
and trilling in her songs since
2012’s “Red.”

On “Evermore,” the cleanest
shot to the heart comes during
“Marjorie,” an ode to Swift’s late
maternal grandmother, Marjorie
Finlay. “What died didnt stay
dead,” Swift sings over Kleenex-
soft tufts of piano and plucked
strings. “You're alive, you're alive
in my head.” Any time Swift sings
about family, listen closely be-
cause that’s when her songwrit-
ing reaches its most undeniable
state of grace. As a superstar
tasked with creating relatable
pop songs, she knows that every-
one has a bloodline to grieve.
Intimacy becomes empathy.

The cruel twist here is that
Swift’s greatest songs will always
remind you how not-as-great the
others are — and while “Marjo-
rie” appears deep enough in the
tracklist to nearly wipe your
mind clean of the dozen songs
that came before it, there’s no
forgetting the lyrical wackness
that befouls this album, includ-
ing, “I come back stronger than a

SEE MUSIC REVIEW ON C4
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ANN HORNADAY

Indelible portrayals
of resilience and joy

HORNADAY FROM C1

fact that it’s Frazier who has to
bear such excruciating witness.
Once, photographs of lynchings
were widely shared for the
incitement and entertainment
of White consumers. They were
the popular culture of their day,
just as “The Birth of a Nation”
trafficked in the denigration
and violation of Black bodies
that, along with outright
erasure, served as one of the
founding aesthetic building
blocks of Western cinema.

Now, images of similarly
grotesque acts go viral not on
postcards or in ornate movie
palaces, but on social media;
not for titillation, their
circulators insist, but as a call
for solidarity and social change.
Still, even when they’re received
in that spirit, it’s possible to
wonder why anyone needed to
be shown such humiliation and
viciousness to do something
about a problem that’s anything
but new. As Angela Bassett says
in “Between the World and Me,”
quoting Ta-Nehisi Coates in
HBO’s recent adaptation of his
book: “In America, it is
traditional to destroy the Black
body.”

It felt as if we were being
constantly reminded of that
dismal and enduring truth
throughout 2020. Which makes
it all the more gratifying that
amid so much agony and
destruction, very different —
and equally accurate — truths
were emerging on our home
screens.

From such carefully observed
coming-of-age dramas as
“Premature” and “Miss
Juneteenth” to the wildly
stylized high school thriller
“Selah and the Spades” and the
comedy “The Forty-Year-Old
Version,” we saw African
American protagonists — most
of them women — grapple with
romance, self-worth,
intergenerational conflict and
their own emerging power.
Interestingly, those themes also
threaded through one of the
year’s biggest hits — “The Old

Guard,” in which KiKi Layne
gave as good as she got playing a
mythic immortal soldier
opposite Charlize Theron. And
the same could be said of “Small
Axe,” Steve McQueen’s five-film
anthology for Amazon Prime in
which he captures the dualities
of pain and beauty, grief and
healing, trauma and tenderness
within the context of London’s
West Indian community in the
1960s, 1970s and 1980s.

“Alex Wheatle,” the fourth
film in the series that arrives
Friday on Amazon Prime,
chronicles the life of the young-
adult author who endured

savage treatment at the hands of

early caretakers and the English
police. As McQueen’s admirers
know, the filmmaker has never
shied away from representing
Black suffering, as evidenced in
his Oscar-winning drama “12
Years a Slave” and in the “Small
Axe” films, which often depict
graphic, merciless violence.

McQueen’s visual grammar
often entails staging a violent
sequence with blunt, brutal
verisimilitude, then lingering on
the aftermath in queasy silence.
His cinematic language is so
unflinching that some viewers
have instinctively turned away
or accused him of exploitation.

Admittedly, McQueen’s
implacable gaze presents some
provocative questions when it
comes to spectatorship: For
Black viewers, such forthright
depictions might be too painful
and personal to contemplate, or
they may simply stray too far
from traditional notions of
beauty, pleasure and
entertainment.

For White audiences, the
calculation is far more
freighted. Even those viewers
who don’t reflexively resist
McQueen’s most confrontational
images may instead find
themselves identifying with the
Black character being harmed
rather than taking a moment to
reflect on how they relate to the
ones doing the harm. Or they
might watch and dutifully shake
their heads about how awful
racism is, congratulate

themselves for recognizing that
fact and retreat into a self-
protective bubble of perpetual
concern — a form of empty
sanctimony aptly called “Oh
dear”-ism by the experimental
documentary maker Adam
Curtis.

What makes McQueen’s work
distinctive — what allows it to
go beyond mere spectacle — is
its intense subjectivity, a quality
shared by a bracing number of
films that emerged in 2020. The
mundane details of life in small-
town Texas that give Channing
Godfrey Peoples’s “Miss
Juneteenth” its poetry are of a
piece with the real-world
backstory that director Gina
Prince-Bythewood insisted on
for Layne’s supernatural heroine
in “The Old Guard.” And that
bone-deep understanding is just
as palpable across a range of
styles and sensibilities, from
experimental portraits like
Merawi Gerima’s “Residue” to
straight-ahead theatrical
adaptations like “Ma Rainey’s
Black Bottom” and the
upcoming “One Night in
Miami.”

JEONG PARK/NETFLIX

“Miss Juneteenth,” top, and “The 40-Year-Old Version” are among
the films with Black protagonists who grapple with romance, self-
worth, intergenerational conflict and their own emerging power.

These works have accrued
into what feels like a collective
invitation, not just to watch
Black bodies as they fight and
love, fail and persevere, conquer
the space-time continuum and
navigate everyday earthly
existence — but to get inside
those stories, making room for

genuine empathy,
comprehension and, just maybe,
transformation.

That intimacy has been
infiltrating Hollywood for the
past decade, in work by
McQueen and Prince-
Bythewood, as well as Ava
DuVernay, Barry Jenkins, Dee

VERTICAL ENTERTAINMENT

Rees and Ryan Coogler. In the
hands of such newcomers as
Gerima, Peoples, Tayarisha Poe
(“Selah and the Spades™”), Radha
Blank (“The Forty-Year-Old
Version”) and Zora Howard
(“Premature”), it was all the
more potent this year for having
been beamed directly into our
homes, where the distance of
the towering 30-foot screen gave
way to a less mediated, more
human-scale encounter.

In our most private moments,
the anger and shame conjured
by viral images of
dehumanization were overlaid
with images that reflected
resilience, self-sufficiency and
raw, spontaneous joy. The
resulting palimpsest reflects the
contradictions and possibilities
of American cinema in the 21st
century. For most of its history,
film has been one of the most
lethal tools in normalizing and
fetishizing Black Death. With a
new generation of filmmakers
seizing the means of
production, it’s might finally
becoming a tool for restoring
Black Life.

ann.hornaday @washpost.com

Plights as different as house vs. home

Adapted from an
online discussion.

Dear Carolyn:
I recently began
painful and
exhausting
fertility
treatments, with
no guarantee
they’ll actually work. An old
friend, a mom of three,
coincidentally began studying
for her Realtor’s license on the
same day I began injections.

She now sends regular
emails about how excited she is
that we’re “in this life journey
together.” More than once, if I
mention I'm stressed or
worried, she responds that she
knows exactly how that feels,
because if she doesn’t pass her
exam, her dream will be
crushed. Today’s text: a photo
of her textbook next to a
Starbucks latte, with, “Thinking
of you as we both pursue our
dreams.”

I'm trying to be patient with
the idea that she sees her study
sessions as equivalent to my

Carolyn
Hax

hormones, undergoing extensive
lab tests and determining my
familial future. But I'm frankly
irritated. Not only does my
friend’s success depend entirely
on her own hard work, but her
worst-case scenario is that . . . she
fails an exam and has to take it
again.

I'm super-emotional about
everything right now, but am I
crazy? This is weird, right?
What should I say that doesn’t
belittle her, but also makes this
stop?

— Not the Same Thing!

Not the Same Thing!: Using
whatever means available to do
this safely: Have the in-person,
“I know you mean well, but . ..”
conversation. Say you're really
rooting for her, of course — but
if you don’t spell out that you're
uncomfortable with this
“journey” coupling, and why,
then you’re going to start
avoiding this friend or dump a
latte on her, both of which are
more aggressive acts than just
telling her how you feel.

Sorry you’re having a tough

To: “Same Thing”: I'm also
currently doing IVF, and got a
three-year graduate degree in 22
months, and there is zero
comparison. Most people are so
[bleeping] clueless about IVF
and don’t treat it like the
complex medical situation it is.
A New York Times article
discussed research showing the
IVF stress level is comparable to
that of cancer patients.
Hopefully your friend isn’t so
obtuse that she’d do this with a
cancer patient; most think you
should be positive because it’s
baby related. Another needle in
my butt isn’t some magical
moment.

— Stressed

Re: IVF: I'm so angry at this I
could spit. No, the stress levels
are NOT equivalent. You don’t
die of not having a baby.

— Online Commenter 1

Online Commenter 1: Many
responded this way; I direct you
all to reread the comment,
which referred to a news item
(here, bit.ly/IVFStressl or here,

research (here, bit.ly/
IVFStress3) comparing stress
levels. Please let’s resist some
temptations to take offense.

Re: IVF: The point is that stress
levels are COMPARABLE. Just
as the stress levels from a
wedding and a funeral are
similar for these life-changing
events, although weddings are

so much. My partner has been
treated for major cancers — it’s
really challenging to look at life
ending sooner rather than later.
That doesn’t mean women
undergoing IVF don’t
experience huge stress levels,
too — just different. And those
wacky hormones really magnify
everything. Itisn’t a
competition.

/

NICK GALIFIANAKIS FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Online Commenter 2: Amen,
thanks.

Write to Carolyn Hax at
tellme@washpost.com. Get her
column delivered to your inbox each
morning at wapo.st/haxpost.

@ Join the discussion live at noon
Fridays at live.washingtonpost.com

shooting myself up with time. bit.ly/IVFStress2) about usually joyous and funerals not — Online Commenter 2
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HOLIDAY EVENTS
; There is only one Candlelight Christmas! Beautifully ,
\ 7 "“\I The Washington Chorus: ;_ré%agh?ecember 18, re-imagined for this holiday season unlike any other, with Streaming online 8gpotlsf%rr?eDte?1l1J;nd
“"“"/‘ 'i""‘\ A Candlellght Séturda December 19 intimate recorded performances filmed at the Music Center Recorded at The Music Center service —a person-
# Christ 7:30 my’ ’ at Strathmore: chamber choir, organ and bells ring out in a at Strathmore $15 alized custgm carol
WA ristmas i S'undpa)l December 20 beautifully intimate and unique celebration of the season. Tickets at thewashingtonchorus.or video for you and
Livestreamed online 3:00 % ’ Your first chance to see our new Artistic Director, the 9 -0rg ours! y
2P dynamic Eugene Rogers, in action! yours:

The Guide to the Lively Arts appears: ¢ Sunday in Arts éSter dea in Style deadline: Frlday, 12 noon

* Tuesday in Style. deadline: Mon., 12 noon * Wednesday in Style. deadline: Tues 12 noon * Thursday in Style. deadline: Wed., 12 noon

* Thursday in Express. deadline: Wed 12 noon * Friday in Weekend. deadline: Tues 12 noon « Saturday in Style. deadline: Frlday, 12 noon
For information about advertising, call: Raymond Boyer 202-334-41 74 or Nicole Giddens 202-334-4351

To reach a representative, call: 202-334-7006 | guidetoarts@washpost.com 16-2898

shine a spotlight on your next performance.

Advertise in The Guide to the Lively Arts!
202-334-7006 | guidetoarts@washpost.com
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TELEVISION

TV HIGHLIGHTS

Desus & Mero: The Obama Interview (Showtime at 11:05 on Sunday)
Desus and Mero interview former president Barack Obama during his
promotional tour of his new book, “A Promised Land.”

Saturday Night Live

(NBC at 11:30) Hosted by Timothée
Chalamet. Bruce Springsteen and
the E Street Band perform.

MOVIES

The Bee Gees: How Can You
Mend a Broken Heart (HBO at 8)

e 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00  |10:30  |11:00  |11:30

4.1 WRC (NBC) Rivera 1st Look + Ellen’s Game of Games + The Wall + Saturday Night Live News +SNL

4.2 WRC (IND) Emergency! Columbo Columbo

5.1 WTTG (Fox) |* Football +Update +Pre-Match |o 2020 MLS Cup: Sounders at Crew |Fox 5 News at 10 + Cosmos
7.1 WJLA (ABC) + Football + College Football: USC at UCLA (Live) News Ravens

9.1 WUSA (CBS) |Paid Program |Relief! |Rudo|ph, the Reindeer |Frosty Frosty (10:01) 48 Hours 9 News (11:35) « NCIS
14.1 WFDC (UNI) |Teletén USA (Live) Teleton Teleton USA (Live)

20.1 WDCA (MNTV)|Fox 5 News On the Plus + Family Feud |o Family Feud |Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam |Mod Fam |Creek Creek

22.1 WMPT (PBS) |Marian Anderson Rick Steves European Christmas Bee Gees: One Night Only Food

26.1 WETA (PBS) |Fascism in Europe Movie: Gl Jews: Jewish Americans in World War Il (2017) Johnny Cash: A Night to Remember Stevie Nicks
32.1 WHUT (PBS) |Fever: The Music of Miss Peggy Lee Johnny Cash Prison Concert |Josh Groban: An Evening of Harmony Abba Forever

50.1 WDCW (CW) |Wash Huddle [Hok All [Friends Friends [Friends Friends [Two Men [Two Men +The World’s [ The World’s

66.1 WPXW (ION

) [Movie: Beaus of Holly (2020)

Movie: Christmas Together (2020)
CABLE CHANNELS

A Christmas Princess (2019)

This documentary chronicles the
triumphs and hurdles of brothers
Barry, Maurice and Robin Gibb, the
iconic trio who found early fame in
the 1960s as the Bee Gees.

SUNDAY LISTINGS

Fox News Sunday (Fox at 9 a.m.)
Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.).

White House Chronicle (WETA at 9
a.m.) Llewellyn King and guests
Linda Marban, chief executive of
Capricor Therapeutics, and Andres
Carvallo, professor of innovation at
Texas State University, discuss
digital innovation and medicine in
the covid-19 pandemic.

Sunday Morning Futures With
Maria Bartiromo (Fox News at 10
a.m.) Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.),
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton,
Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), former
national security adviser Michael
Flynn, Sen. David Perdue (R-Ga.).

This Is America & the World
(WETA at 10 a.m.) Tony Green
survived covid-19, but the virus
changed his family forever.

WILLIAM GRAY/SHOWTIME A&E Movie: Back to the Future %% % (1985) Movie: Back to the Future Part Il % %% (1989)
AMC Movie: EIf %% % (2003) Movie: EIf %% % (2003) Movie: Jack Frost %%
Animal Planet | Pit Bulls and Parolees [Pit Bulls and Parolees |Dr. Jeff: RMV |Dr. Jeff: Rocky |The Secret Life of the Zoo
BET (6:00) Hip Hop Holiday Movie: The Christmas Lottery (2020) (10:25) Movie: A Christmas Surprise (2020)
Bravo Diary of Mad [(7:40) Movie: Last Holiday %% (2006) (9:45) Movie: Last Holiday %% (2006)
Meet the Press (NBC at 10:30 Cartoon Network|Movie: Paddington % %% (2014) Burgers Amer.Dad  [Amer.Dad  [Rick, Morty ~ [Family Guy  [Family Guy
a.m.) Sen. Lamar Alexander (R- CNN Situation Room |Situation Room Situ?tion Rqom President in Waiting
Tenn.). Comedy Central [(6:30) Movie: Step Brothers %% (2008) Movie: Vacation %% (2015) |South Park
Discovery Dirty Jobs Dirty Jobs Dirty Jobs Dirty Jobs Dirty Jobs
The Simpsons (Fox at 8) A cable Disney Disney Channel’s Epic Big City Big City Big City Big City Big City Big City Bunk'd Bunk'd
channel films a Christmas movie E! Saved by Bell |Saved by Bell |Saved by Bell |Saved by Bell |Saved by Bell |Saved by Bell |SBTB Hawaii |SBTB Hawaii |SBTB Hawaii |SBTB Hawaii
in Springfield, and Principal ESPN College Football: LSU at Florida (Live) Boxing: Shakur Stevenson vs. Toka Kahn Clary (Live)
Skinner falls in love. ESPN2 Football Scoreboard UFC 256: Figueiredo vs. Moreno - Prelims (Live) College Football: San Diego State at BYU (Live)
Food Network Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives |Diners, Drive |Diners, Drive |Diners, Drive |Diners, Drive |Diners, Drive |Diners, Drive |Diners, Drive |Diners, Drive
The Outpost (CW at 9) Janzo, Fox News Life, Liberty & Levin Watters’ Wor|ld Justice With .leanine The Greg Gutleld Show Watters’ World|
Talon and Zed attempt an Freeform (6:50) Movie: Toy Story 2 xx % (1999) (8:55) Movie: Toy Story 3 k% (2010) Toy Story
assassination. FX The Secret Life of Pets [Movie: Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch %% (2018) 'Movie: Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch %% (2018)
Hallmark (6:00) Christmas She Wrote [Movie: Love, Lights, Hanukkah! (2020) [ Movie: Check Inn to Christmas (2019)
SPECIALS Hallmark M&M |Time for Us to Come Home |Movie: Deliver by Christmas (2020) Movie: A Glenbrooke Christmas (2020)
The Walking Dead Holiday HBO (5:55) Movie: Rock of Ages | The Bee Gees: How Can You Mend a Broken Heart (2020) |(9:50) Movie: Battleship %% (2012)
Special (AMC Plus) Current and HGTV Home Town |[Escape to the Chateau Love It or List It [Love It or List It Love It or List It
past cast members talk about the History History’s Greatest Mysteries History’s Greatest Mysteries History’s Greatest Mysteries
holiday season and look back on Lifetime (6:00) Christmas Ever After |Movie: The Christmas Setup (2020) (10:05) Movie: Poinsettias for Christmas (2018)
a decade of the franchise series MASN (6:00) Trackside Live! McGee’s Pro Football Plus  |Touchdown |Fight Sports Martial Arts |Ba||game Orioles Classics
via video chat. MSNBC American Voices Week-Joshua Johnson Week-Joshua Johnson Voices-Alicia Menendez Week-Joshua Johnson
MTV Ridiculous.  |Ridiculous.  [Ridiculous. [Ridiculous. [Ridiculous. [Ridiculous. [Ridiculous. [Ridiculous. |Ridiculous. [Ridiculous.

Tom Petty: Won’t Back Down
(Reelz at 8) Looking back at the
life and legacy of Tom Petty
through intimate interviews and
never-before-seen footage.

Couples Therapy: The Covid
Special (Showtime at 8) Couples
therapist Orna Guralnik moves
her therapy online as she and her
clients come to grips with the
realities of the covid-19
shutdown.

— Nina Zafar

More at washingtonpost.com/
entertainment/tv

Nat’l Geographic

Drugs, Inc.: The Fix

Drugs, Inc.: The Fix

Drugs, Inc.: The Fix

Drugs, Inc.: The Fix

Drugs, Inc.: The Fix

NBC SportsNet WA| Trackside Live! (Live) Football Rivera Football Football Football Ravens Football | Rivera
Nickelodeon Loud House |Loud House |Danger Hustle Sheldon Sheldon Astronauts Movie: Star Trek Beyond %% % (2016)
PARMT Twilight (7:27) Movie: The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part 2 %% (2012) Movie: The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part 1 %
Syfy Movie: Avengers: Age of Ultron %% (2015) Movie: Toys of Terror (2020)

TBS Jingle :Movie: Wonder * %% (2017) Big Bang |Big Bang [Full Frontal  |Shrek

TCM Man-Came to Dinner Movie: A Matter of Life and Death %% (1946) Movie: Enchantment %% (1948)

TLC | Love a Mama’s Boy || Love a Mama’s Boy || Love a Mama’s Boy | Love a Mama’s Boy || Love a Mama’s Boy

TNT (5:30) Movie: 27 Dresses Movie: Beauty and the Beast %% % (2017) Movie: Ocean’s 8 %% (2018)

Travel Most Terrifying Places Most Terrifying Places Most Terrifying Destination Fear Destination Fear

TruTV Inside Jokes |Inside Jokes |Videos Videos Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Inside Jokes |Inside Jokes
TV Land Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men Two Men
TV One Good Times |Good Times |Good Times |Sanford Sanford Sanford Sanford Sanford Sanford Sanford
USA Network Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. (10:02) Chicago P.D. Mod Fam Mod Fam
VH1 (6:30) Movie: Rush Hour %% % (1998) Movie: Rush Hour 2 %% (2001) (11:15) Movie: Rush Hour 3
WNCS Paid Program |Govt. Matters |(8:01) 20/20 News [WILANews [WILA News [Town Hall
WGN Blue Bloods NewsNation (Live) |NewsNation (Live) NewsNation (Live) NewsNation

LEGEND: Bold indicates new or live programs ¢ High Definition Movie Ratings (from TMS) %% %% Excellent %% % Good % Fair % Poor No stars: not rated

LA TIMES CROSSWORD

ACROSS

1 Victorian
constraint on
women?

7 Certain
lookout’s
concern

15 Gamer’s
guise

16 Home
terrarium
area, perhaps

17 Create

18 Crunchy
low-calorie
snack

19 Like yesterday’s
news, relatively

21 XXXII,

quintupled
22 “_ Can Cook™ 47
PBS show
23 In-on-the-joke 50 .
indicator
24 Get emotional, 54
with “up”
26 Centers of 59 60
attention
27 Spots at the 61 62
prom?
28 Traces © 2020 Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 12/12/20

29 Plural used for
people but not

By Jeffrey Wechsler

1 2 3

12 |13 |14

43

54 Solo travels?

animals 57 “Darn it!”
30 Wine list 59 Awkward
clarification 60 Hurtle

31 Ancient portico
32 Break-even

61 Corridors, e.g.
62 Academically

situation stylish

33 First name
in Canadian DOWN
whisky 1 Hardly a nice

34 Lose energy guy

38 B-bravo link 2 Not neat

39 Recedes 3 Northern

43 Word in some Italian city
European near the
country Adriatic
names 4 Kind of a

44 English subject shock?

46 Russian veto 5 Minimal

47 “No time to effort
lose!” 6 _ coat

48 David's 7 Pre-1991 atlas
“Frasier” role initials

49 “The younger 8 Irascible
rises when the 9 Symbol
olddoth ™ since the War
“King Lear” of 1812

50 Poor start? 10 Top

51 Cash source 11 Bespectacled

52 Longtime “Snow White”
beverage figure
sponsor for 12 Company that
the New York trademarked
Mets Silly Putty

13 Nickname for
antiaircraft
guns

14 Like the area

along a German things 45 Go along with
river 37 Econ. indicator 51 Verdi creation
20 “Child's play!” 39 Assure 53 Eats
23 Method compliance 55 Prof’s helpers
25 Facing charges with 56 Part of CBS:

34 Catch fire
dramatically

35 Layered entrée

36 Closely related

41 After the
event

42 Letters on a
Cardinal’s cap

26 Select group? 40 Where some Abbr.

33 Hard to forget, picnicking takes 58 Farm
as a melody place enclosure
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Did you hear The Post today?
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SHOWTIME PHOTOS

Orna Guralnik works with Lara and Trey on “Couples Therapy: The Covid Special.” They’ve been a
couple since they were kids, but now that they’re cooped up during the pandemic, the romance is gone.

On ‘Couples Therapy,” he’s so remole

TV REVIEW FROM C1

first season — including Lauren,
a transgender woman, and her
partner, who recently came out
as nonbinary and now goes by
Sam; Sam had to close down a
thriving wedding photography
business because of the coronavi-
rus spread and is drained of
hope. There’s also DeSean and
Elaine, who’ve moved to Florida
and are at odds over texts that
DeSean sent to another woman.
(Gone, but certainly not forgot-
ten, are Annie and her passive-
aggressive husband, Mau, whose
toxic demands around intimacy
are worth a re-watch of Season 1.)

“The Covid Special” follows
Guralnik as she tries to master
the art of practicing helpful ther-
apy with all the joys and inter-
ruptions of modern technology.
New clients James and Michelle’s
problems (“Her voice is grating
...like nails on a chalkboard,” he
says) have grown only worse now
that they’re both trapped in an
apartment with a 3-year-old son.
Lara and Trey, who both work in
theater (she’s an actress, he’s a
director), have been together
since they were teenagers, but
they never have sex anymore.
(She’s on the road a lot; he’s had
affairs.) Now unemployed and
confined to their apartment,
Trey has discovered that having
Lara at home this much more is
not what he wanted; she’s decid-
ed his current lack of employ-
ment lessens her attraction to
him.

It’s a wonder — and a profes-
sional attribute — that Guralnik
never blurts out all the things
that we the viewers might be
loudly telling the screen. If

Elaine and DeSean, another couple Guralnik works with, are at
odds over texts that DeSean sent to another woman.

nothing else, “Couples Therapy”
is a fine example of what true,
hourly-rate listening ought to
look like. Even through techni-
cal glitches and delayed discon-
nect, Guralnik always knows
when to interject, when to stay
on a subject and probe further,
and when to let a dispute
between her clients run a useful
course.

Summer arrives and compli-
cates Guralnik’s work even fur-
ther. In the uprisings after the
killing of George Floyd, her Black
clients, especially DeSean, grow
weary of explaining their feel-
ings to others, including Gural-
nik, who was born in the United
States but raised in Israel.

Already accustomed to meet-
ing frequently and talking about
her caseload with her White
clinical adviser, Guralnik instead
seeks out the wisdom of a Black
therapist, Kirkland Vaughans, to
help her figure out how best to
listen to the raw, emotional pains

she’s encountering around race.
What to say? What to ask? And
what not to?

Looking around her world, she
notices that everyone seems to
be just barely holding on:
“There’s an ongoing attempt to
blame the person in front of you,
when in fact, there are deep and
profound and disturbing issues
that are rattling us all.” Return-
ing to her office/set to start
welcoming in-person visits, the
show ends on that same note we
all end on anymore — the shrug
and the hope to get back to how
things used to be. “Couples Ther-
apy” is much better when the
couch in question is a neutral
and therapeutic space, rather
than the well-worn, upholstered
lump where we’ve spent the past
10 months slowly losing our grip.

hank.stuever @washpost.com

Couples Therapy: The Covid
Special (one hour) airs Sunday at 8
p.m. on Showtime.
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Unlike the
GOP, Swilt
puts anything
on the record

MUSIC REVIEW FROM C1

Republicans
who speak oul
about Trump
— In privale

TRUMP FROM C1
resnahan soon became accustomed
B to the dance he and other reporters
would have to do in trying to get a
comment from lawmakers about the lat-
est Trump stunt. It usually kicked off with
an elected official pleading ignorance.

“We’d go up to everyone asking about
something he just said, and they’d say they
didn’t see it,” he recalled. “So we’'d print out
the tweets. We'd read them the tweets.”

Often, lawmakers would simply shrug.
But sometimes they’d express privately
what they really thought.

Bresnahan understands why they didn’t
go public. There’s never been a president
who has been willing to publicly go after his
enemies the way Trump has, he said.

“Look at the people who have stood up
to Trump — they’ve gotten hammered
down. And Trump knows that.”

Which has led to a certain genre of
Washington political story, built upon a
chorus of ghostlyvoices. Google “privately
concerned” and “Trump,” and you’ll see.

In June 2017, the Associated Press not-
ed that some Republicans on Capitol Hill
were “privately concerned” about their
new president’s firing of FBI Director
James B. Comey and other mounting
scandals while publicly sticking with him.
In July 2019, unnamed GOP senators pri-
vately expressed doubts to the New York
Times about Trump’s pick for director of
national intelligence, Rep. John Ratcliffe
(R-Tex.). In the fall of 2019, lawmakers
weren’t just privately concerned that
Trump had pressured Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky to announce an
investigation into Biden, some were also
“privately stunned” that the White House
had shown such poor strategic judgment
in releasing a transcript of the phone call
that made clear that he had done so, The
Washington Post reported.

Over the past month, these kinds of
conversations — and stories — have be-
come more challenging, as lawmakers
seem eager to signal to journalists that
they don’t support anything like a coup,
yet remain fearful of publicly puncturing
Trump’s fantasy of reclaiming the White
House or alienating his most rabid fans. A
recent survey by The Washington Post of
every Republican member of Congress
found only 27 would affirmatively ac-
knowledge Biden as the president-elect.

And yet ... on Nov. 8, a day after all
mainstream media outlets called the elec-
tion for Biden and Trump still failed to
concede, the New York Times reported
that “privately, the president’s advisers,
several of whom have quietly been candid
with Mr. Trump that the chances of suc-
cess in any challenge to the election out-
come were not high, had concluded they
had little option other than to allow the
president to keep fighting until he was
ready to bow to the reality of his loss.”

That same day, The Post reported that
some of the president’s advisers, includ-
ing Republican National Committee
Chair Ronna McDaniel, “are publicly

MOVIE DIRECTORY

’00s trend,” and “My eyes leak acid rain
on the pillow where you used to lay your
head,” and “We were like the mall before
the Internet.”

How are we supposed to square those
lines with Swift’s rep as the songwriting
giant of her generation? That last one
about comparing a dying romance to a
dead shopping mall appears on “Coney
Island,” an unbalanced duet with Matt
Berninger of adult rock band the
National. Maybe Swift thinks that col-
laborating with “interesting” people
gives her permission to write bad
lyrics? It would be fun to look for a
perverse joke in here, but we’ve covered
that already.

On a related note, some housekeep-
ing: Let’s stop referring to Swift’s 2020
output as “indie.” The word itself verges
on meaninglessness these days, but
many have superimposed it over “Folk-
lore” and “Evermore,” mainly due to
Swift’s recent collaborations with artists
whose music-biz positions we should be
honest about. Justin Vernon of Bon Iver
is a two-time Grammy winner and the
Peter Gabriel of his time. The National is
one of the biggest contemporary rock
bands going. Isn’t calling their music
“indie” just a way of make-believing
your tastes aren’t typical?

Swift’s music might be typical by
design, but she is not. As this pandemic
continues to decimate the livelihoods of
countless independent musicians, Swift
has sold more albums inside this calen-
dar year than anyone else on Earth. It
might be fun to hear her play the
underdog in her songs, but don’t let the
flannel get pulled over your eyes: She is
one of the biggest beneficiaries of a
music industry system that could not
care less about the well-being of “indie”
musicians right now. “Evermore” pro-
vides an opportunity to think about the
roles we play in that system — as
listeners, as users, as customers, as fans,
as human beings.

Now who needs a hug?

chris.richards@uwashpost.com
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Many Republican lawmakers have long shared their doubts about President Trump with journalists, but not for the record.

fighting on behalf of the president but
have acknowledged to others privately
that the battle cannot go on for too long.”

The following day, The Washington
Post reported on Republican lawmakers’
public support for Trump’s election chal-
lenges, but quoted a senior Republican
official anonymously who admitted that
no one believed it would work: “What is
the downside for humoring him for this
little bit of time? No one seriously thinks
the results will change.”

Politico reported that “most Senate Re-
publicans have refused to publicly ac-
knowledge that Biden will become the
next president, even though they admit
that’s going to happen in private.”

Journalists defend transmitting these
anonymous sentiments because they pro-
vide a deeper insight into the minds of
lawmakers than their terse, scripted state-
ments. Lawmakers, meanwhile, might see
these statements as a way to both reassure
the public and impress their sensible lev-
elheadedness upon the press corps.

But many media and political scholars
see harm in the practice — particularly
now.

Anonymous sourcing is a standard that
has been allowed to flourish in Beltway
journalism circles that most local journal-
ists would never be allowed to get away
with, said David Boardman, the former
executive editor of the Seattle Times.

“The result of that has been a whisper
culture in which politicians and bureau-
crats have been allowed to publicly cover
their own rear ends while privately stab-
bing others in the back,” said Boardman,
now the dean of the Klein College of
Media and Communication at Temple
University. “Now, we are reaping the rot-
ten fruit of that practice.”

Even non-journalists from the opposing
party seem willing to grant anonymity privi-
leges: “For the stay-in-office-at-all-cost rep-
resentatives and senators, fear is the moti-
vator;” wrote Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio)
in a February op-ed in the New York Times
explaining his Republican colleagues’ si-
lence on Trump’s impeachable behavior.

How did he know? “In private, many of
my colleagues agree that the president is
reckless and unfit. They admit his lies. And
they acknowledge what he did was wrong.”

Ron Klain, whom Biden has tapped as his
White House chief of staff, told MSNBC’s
Lawrence O’Donnell last month that some
Republican senators had privately been in
contact with Biden. But “I'm not naming
names because we read out calls when we
read out the calls, when both sides agree to
read out the calls,” Klain said.

And so the Washington split screen con-
tinues — lawmakers publicly fulminating
against so-called election fraud and private-
ly anticipating the dawning Biden era.

“It is not new for politicians to repre-
sent a different off-the-record view of
their opinions toward the president than
the one they profess publicly,” said Bren-
dan Nyhan, a political scientist at Dart-
mouth. “But it matters more when elites
are failing to speak out about violations to
the norms of our democratic system.”
M an auto-industry finance manag-

er in Green Bay, Wis., and the
former chair of the Brown County GOP
who made a name for himself locally as a
devout anti-Trump Republican. He re-
cently wrote a blistering story for the
Bulwark about a conversation he had a
week after the election was called for
Biden with Sen. Ron Johnson (R-Wis.), a
high-profile Trump supporter, during
which Becker came to realize that “Sena-
tor Johnson knows that Joe Biden won a
free and fair election.”

Becker wrote that Johnson explained to
him that he publicly echoed Trump’s elec-
tion-fraud claims not because he believed
them but because Trump motivated voter
turnout in Wisconsin.

“It did not seem to occur to Senator
Johnson,” Becker wrote in a parenthetical,
“that President Trump motivated mas-
sive, greater turnout in opposition to him
than he did in support.”

The most interesting thing to Becker
about the response he received to the

article? All the elected Republican offi-
cials who reached out to him privately to
say “thank you for doing that,” he told The
Post. Becker has reached back out to them
to ask where they land on speaking out.
He’s gotten mostly radio silence.

n the Sunday before Thanksgiving,
Washington’s fortress of anonymity
imploded — at least temporarily.

Veteran investigative journalist Carl
Bernstein tweeted a list of 21 Republican
senators who he said have “repeatedly
expressed extreme contempt for Trump
and his fitness to be POTUS.”

Some of the names were predictable,
such as Mitt Romney, a frequent critic of
Trump. But others, such as Charles E. Grass-
ley, Rob Portman and Rick Scott, who have
publicly supported Trump, rushed to dis-
tance themselves from Bernstein’s allega-
tion, though none explicitly denied it.

How did Bernstein know what these sen-
ators have said about Trump? He insisted
that he was not “violating any pledges of
journalistic confidentiality in this report-
ing,” and thathe had learned of these names
because these senators had expressed these
sentiments “in convos w/ colleagues, staff
members, lobbyists, W. House aides.”

Bernstein repeated the namesin a CNN
appearance but has otherwise declined to
elaborate on his reporting or the signifi-
cance of it.

“What was said on the air and in the
tweet speaks for itself,” he told The Post.
“And I say that with confidence.”

In many ways, it was a major scoop — but
one that many viewers were unwilling to
applaud. Perhaps these were truly the high-
powered names behind all those “private
concerns” stories. But they would rather
hear it from the senators themselves.

“The appearance of impropriety that is
happening in the Republican Party is dis-
graceful. And Carl Bernstein saying 21 peo-
ple are speaking [about Trump] privately?”
noted Sunny Hostin, a host of ABC’s “The
View,” where the revelation was hotly debat-
ed. “ ‘Privately’ means nothing.”

sarah.ellison@washpost.com

ark Becker is not a journalist. He’s
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“Mommy, where is my anatomy?”

BILKEANE REPLY ALL LITE
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%’ physically expressive,

you reach a lot of

people in 2021. Your distinct
voice is really how you
succeed so exceptionally. If
single, you are the object of
admiration and loyal devotion,
and you find your mate easily
this year. If attached, you can
expect great happiness to be
accompanied by a change
regarding the tender passions.

Be good friends as well as
lovers. Taurus does not budge.

ARIES

(MARCH 21-APRIL 19).

An existing relationship moves
to a new level. If you're single
and seeking, a charming

and unusual new friend wins
your heart. If you focus your
attention on creativity, today
marks a time of building
admiration and recognition.

TAURUS

(APRIL 20-MAY 20).

Others have a different
viewpoint regarding love.
Communicate. You will prevail
if you respect the perspectives
of those you are intimate with.
There is much exploring and
probing in progress.

GEMINI

(MAY 21-JUNE 20).

Bask in the healing rays of

full spectrum light to recharge
your body and soul. Be aware
of how the quality of light in
your home or workplace is
affecting you. You'll be amazed
at how proper lighting can
enhance your well-being.

CANCER

(JUNE 21-JULY 22).

Today can bring a delightful
series of new contacts. Accept
invitations to meet friends.
Allow the one you admire to
make choices and express
individuality if you want to
succeed in love.

LEO

(JULY 23-AUG. 22).

A flurry of invitations, love
tokens and other pleasures
will make this cold, dark day
a day of happiness. You will
be enthused and motivated.
Many worthwhile projects are
in progress. Today concludes
on a very upbeat note.

VIRGO

(AUG. 23-SEPT. 22).

A neighbor could issue

an interesting invitation.
Commuter-length journeys are
important. Current events will
be of great interest. Subscribe
to magazines and newspapers.
Confusion is replaced with
clarity. Stay aware of your
budget.

LIBRA

(SEPT. 23-0CT. 22).

Making plans is easier now.

A combination of mutable
aspects will tempt you to
overextend. There is a promise
of abundance, yet you might
yearn for more and not fully
appreciate the bird in the
hand.

SCORPIO

(OCT. 23-NOV. 21).

Subtle and mysterious, the
Scorpion smiles at its popular
association with passion and
the afterlife because there is
so much more beneath the
surface. Today is definitely one
of those days when there is
much more.

SAGITTARIUS

(NOV. 22-DEC. 21).

Today activates your inner life
and your dreams. Time spent
alone will be treasured. A
creative project could begin to
take form while you’re enjoying
a solitary walk. Extra travel is
probable.

CAPRICORN

(DEC. 22-JAN. 19).

Extra recognition is coming
your way. Demonstrate your
capabilities in situations
which promise to facilitate
advancement. Leisure
travel will be beneficial,
perhaps putting you in touch
with a promising financial
opportunity.

AQUARIUS

(JAN. 20-FEB. 18).

Others are emotional and
sensitive today. Be kind

and offer sympathy. Your
professional aspirations bring
a special sense of fulfillment. A
visit to a luxurious health spa
would be rejuvenating.

PISCES
(FEB. 19-MARCH 20).
Doorways of opportunity
will open today. Be ready to
make changes. Old barriers
will dissolve, and you can
prepare a climate of ease and
wish fulfillment. It's almost
as if Aladdin’s magic lamp is
handed to you.

— Madalyn Aslan
© 2020, KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC.

Expansive, self-
possessed and
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Sitting inside with you is
first on my bucket list, Mom.
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GOLF PRO FOOTBALL

Japan’s Hinako Shibuno shoots a 4-under 67 to take a Manish Mehta, a divisive New York tabloid reporter
three-shot lead at the U.S. Women’s Open in Houston. b2 accused of bullying, loses his place on the Jets beat. pe

HIGH SCHOOLS

Three of the area’s biggest private leagues announce
that they are scuttling plans for winter athletics. b7

Wizards
feeding off

energy of
Westbrook

Beal says new teammate
brings focus and persona
that resonate with team

BY AvA WALLACE

The Washington Wizards
haven’t settled on a starting line-
up yet, and because of NBA
health protocols, they haven’t
even practiced with their entire
roster on the court. But one week
into group workouts, they do
have a buzzword: energy.

It starts with their newest
member — Russell Westbrook.

“He brings a definite focus and
a persona about himself that
resonates with the rest of the
team, you know, in a good man-
ner,” guard Bradley Beal said
Friday in a virtual post-practice
media session. “You have no
choice but to feed off his energy.
... The energy’s been through the
roof. Coach probably has to stop
us sometimes because we’re go-
ing too hard”

Perhaps there’s little else to
glom on to just one week into a
training camp, which is closed to
the media because of the corona-
virus. This preseason features a
host of new faces, but every coach
or player made available to re-
porters over Zoom has men-
tioned the intense energy cours-
ing throughout Washington’s
practice facility in Southeast.

Most attribute it to the famous-
ly meticulous Westbrook, whose
reputation for playing hard pre-
ceded him to D.C. The nine-time
all-star came into his 12th training

SEE WIZARDS ON D5

Preseason: Wizards at Nets
Tomorrow, 6 p.m., NBCSN, NBA TV

Hoyas start
fast, fade

late in loss
to Wildcats

VILLANOVA 76,
GEORGETOWN 63

Collapse foils upset bid

for second time in week

BY KAREEM COPELAND

For the second time this week,
Georgetown was poised to upset
aranked opponent, taking a dou-
ble-digit lead into the second half
against No. 9 Villanova on Friday
night. And for the second time
this week, the Hoyas couldn’t
answer when their opponent
found a higher gear, falling to the
Wildcats, 76-63, at fanless Mec-
Donough Arena.

Georgetown led by 18 in the
first half and took a 13-point lead
into intermission. But 20 min-
utes of elite play wasn’t enough as
Villanova outscored the Hoyas
43-17 in the second half to pull
away in the Big East opener for
both teams.

“Tonight, we self-destructed in
the second half,” Hoyas Coach
Patrick Ewing said. “We were
right there; it was a one-point
game. Then we started worrying
about who’s shooting, who’s tak-
ing bad shots and stuff instead of
just continuing to play.

“We took bad shots. In the first
half we had three turnovers. We
had nine in the second half. We
were doing a good job of getting
the ball inside to [Qudus Wahab],
and he missed some easy shots in
the second half that he was mak-
ing in the first half. All of those
things played a role, and then

SEE HOYAS ON D2

St. John’s at Georgetown
Tomorrow, 7:30 p.m., Fox Sports 1

S b
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Old foes. old turf, new wrinkle

Unusual selling won 'l lessen
the grandeur of Army-Navy

The 121st Army-Navy game will be
played Saturday afternoon, but it won’t
look or feel the way Army-Navy is
supposed to look or feel. The

. coronavirus strikes again.

h Still, Army and Navy will play.

J 0 ) n . They won'’t play in Philadelphia,
Feinstein  here 89 of the 120 previous games
— havetaken place and the original
location of this year’s game. There won’t be the normal
crowd of 70,000 in attendance, with traffic jams four
hours before kickoff so fans can get into the stadium to
watch the Corps of Cadets and the Brigade of
Midshipmen march onto the field.

Instead, the game will be played at Michie Stadium,
on post at West Point in New York, arguably the most
scenic football stadium in the country but a place that
has hosted Army-Navy just once — in 1943, during
World War II.

There will be about 9,000 spectators in the stadium
— including about 4,300 from the Corps of Cadets and
4,300 from the Brigade of Midshipmen. Each school
will be allowed about 200 VIPs, who will watch from
glassed-in luxury boxes after going through rapid-
result coronavirus testing that morning at the Thayer
Hotel, which sits just inside the gate named for
Sylvanus Thayer, known as the father of the academy.

The two athletic directors — Army’s Mike Buddie
and Navy’s Chet Gladchuck — began discussing the
possibility of moving the game in June, when it
became apparent that the pandemic was going to have
SEE FEINSTEIN ON D4

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
SATURDAY:
GAMES TO WATCH

Nationally

9 Georgia at 25 Missouri
Noon, SEC Network

17 N. Carolina at 10 Miami
3:30 p.m., ABC

15 USC at UCLA
7:30 p.m., ABC

Locally

Rutgers at Maryland
Noon, Big Ten Network

Navy at Army
3 p.m., CBS

Virginia at Virginia Tech
8 p.m., ACC Network

Inside

A strange season ends in
a familiar place for Virginia
and Virginia Tech. D3

Michie Stadium at West
Point in New York will
host the Army-Navy
game Saturday for the
first time since 194:3.

Mids bring back No. 63

Lo honor former lineman

BY KAREEM COPELAND

Billy Honaker knew No. 68 would be worn again one
day. The Navy football team wouldn’t keep it out of
circulation forever, and there was a feeling Honaker
just couldn’t shake: He might be the one to wear it.

The last time No. 68 was worn in Navy’s blue and
gold for a regular season game was nearly a year ago, at
Philadelphia’s Lincoln Financial Field. That’s when
David Forney sprinted out of the tunnel first, carrying
the Stars and Stripes as he led the Midshipmen onto the
field against rival Army. The senior typically was one of
the last players to leave the locker room; his position
out front before his final regular season game was
prompted by a vote of the four team captains. The
humble 6-foot-3, 305-pound offensive lineman didn’t
even alert his father about the honor.

Two months later, Forney was found dead in his
Bancroft Hall dorm room after a sudden cardiac arrest.

“Losing Dave was probably the hardest moment of
my life and something that’s really affected me and
other guys on the offensive line and the team as a
whole,” Honaker said. “ .. I was just kind of weighing
what that number meant to us and his family. I figured
the first time this number should be worn on the field is
Army-Navy and by someone who knew who he was and
who loved him. Really the only thing for me now is to
just play in a way that honors him and who he was as a
football player.”

Forney’s Feb. 20 death sent shock waves through the
program. He had played in 39 consecutive games and

SEE NAVY ON D4

his season should have become Jake Funk’s

long-awaited showcase event. Funk worked be-

hind future NFL running backs at Maryland for

acouple of years, then dealt with season-ending
injuries that hampered his chance for a breakout cam-
paign. But this season, Funk returned as a fifth-year
senior, a respected leader in the Terrapins’ locker room
and the top running back for a Big Ten program.

In some ways, this 2020 season, as chaotic as it has
become because of the pandemic, has served as an
attention-grabbing endeavor for Funk. He has accumu-
lated 336 rushing yards, more than triple the total of
anybody else on the team. He was an integral force in the
Terps’ overtime win against Minnesota and the historic
victory at Penn State, the school where Funk’s dad
played but that years later never offered his son a
scholarship.

Terps” Funk
feels numb
to 2020 chaos

after a career
played in pain

BY EMILY GIAMBALVO

Butit’s now mid-December, and Funk has played only
three games. Maryland canceled two matchups after a
coronavirus outbreak in the program, then Funk missed
another. Maryland prepared to play last weekend at
Michigan, but the Wolverines became yet another pro-
gram forced to cancel because of the virus. So Funk spent
the past four weekends at his home in Damascus,
watching college football from the couch — usually
Army, where his younger brother plays, or the team
scheduled to face Maryland the following week.

“A lot of this stuff, in terms of how bad things can get,”
Funk said, “it’s not even comparable to some of the stuff
that I've been through.”

Funk’s college career has been defined by having
football taken away for reasons outside his control, but
this feels different from each of the past two years when

SEE FUNK ON D3
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GOLF ROUNDUP

Shibuno all smiles after firing 67 to take three-shot lead at U.S. Women’s Open

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Hinako Shibuno can do with-
out the “Cinderella” nickname,
just not the smile. That was bright
as ever Friday as the Japanese star
posted a 4-under-par 67 and
opened a three-shot lead going
into the weekend of the U.S. Wom-
en’s Open.

Shibuno’s lone mistake on a
damp, soft day at Champions Golf
Club in Houston was a three-putt
bogey on the par-3 16th at the
Jackrabbit course. Her objective
was to avoid dropping more shots
by being overly aggressive. She
wound up with a 10-foot birdie
putt to restore her lead over Ari-
zona State sophomore Linn Grant

of Sweden.

Shibuno rose to sudden fame in
the summer 0of 2019 when she won
the Women’s British Open at Wo-
burn, the first major for the 22-
year-old and her first time playing
outside Japan. She was called the
“Smiling Cinderella,” a reference
to her surprise performance and
an engaging smile.

“No pressure whatsoever,” Shi-
buno said. “I'm playing a major in
the United States, unlike when I
was at the British Open, where I
feel like I am starting from
scratch.”

She looked the part of a major
champion at the U.S. Women’s
Open, where the forecast of rain
and strong wind never quite ma-

terialized. The rain was light and
occasional. The wind was little
more than a rumor.

Grant made her U.S. Women’s
Open debut two years ago as an
18-year-old at Shoal Creek and
was tied for fourth going into the
weekend until closing with
rounds of 78-81.

She had a 69 at Jackrabbit and
will be in the final group Saturday.
They will be joined by another
amateur, Texas senior Kaitlyn
Papp, who had a 68 at Cypress
Creek and was four shots behind.

The USGA used two courses for
the first time because the pan-
demic forced the Women’s Open
to be postponed six months to
December with limited daylight.

The final two rounds will be at
Cypress Creek, the course that
previously hosted a Ryder Cup
and the PGA Tour’s U.S. Open and
Tour Championship.

Six amateurs made the cut,
which was at 3-over 145.

Shibuno was at 7-under 135,
and only 12 players were within
five shots of the lead.

Amy Olson, the 18-hole leader,
had to birdie her final hole for a
72. She was in the group with
Papp and Megan Khang (69) at
3-under 139.

The group five shots behind
included former Women’s Open
champion Ariya Jutanugarn and
her sister, Moriya, Champions
Golf Club member Stacy Lewis

and Cristie Kerr, who dislocated a
couple of ribs in a golf cart acci-
dent a week ago and wasn’t even
sure she could play until the Open
began.

“I've definitely missed shots I
would normally not miss because
I'm in pain,” Kerr said, “but it’s
actually kind of a nice mental
place to be. I'm not happy how I
got here, but maybe it’s meant to
teach me alesson.”

¢PGA TOUR: Kevin Na and
Sean O’Hair teamed to shoot a
16-under 56 in the scramble for-
mat to take a one-shot lead after
the first-round of the QBE Shoot-
out in Naples, Fla., an unofficial
tour event. They eagled the par-5
sixth and 17th.

Ryan Palmer and Harold Varn-
er Il were second. They birdied 13
of the first 14-holes — only missing
on the par-3 fifth — and added
birdies on the final two holes.

¢ EUROPEAN TOUR: Race to
Dubai leader Patrick Reed shot an
8-under 64 to take a two-stroke
lead after the second round of the
European Tour’s season-ending
World Tour Championship in
Dubai.

Reed, looking to become the
first American to win what was
formally known as the Order of
Merit title, made nine birdies to
take the lead at 10 under at Jumei-
rah Golf Estates.

Englishman Matt Fitzpatrick is
two strokes behind.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL ROUNDUP

Mountaineers fight back
alter trailing at halftime

WEST VIRGINIA 62,
NORTH TEXAS 50

ASSOCIATED PRESS

The uncertainty of playing
amid a pandemic is weighing on
West Virginia, to the point that
the 11th-ranked Mountaineers
trailed at halftime to unheralded
North Texas in Morgantown,
WVa., and Coach Bob Huggins
had to, well, motivate his team.

The Mountaineers responded,
rallying with 18 straight points to
open the second half, and fought
off a late run by North Texas to
win their home opener, 62-50, on
Friday.

Sean McNeil scored 15 points
to lead the Mountaineers (5-1).

“We woke them up. It’s been a
long few weeks,” Huggins said.
“It’s so hard. We’re playing; we're
not playing. We're playing this
team; now we’re not.”

Taz Sherman added 13 points
and Derek Culver had 10 points
— all in the second half — and
10 rebounds for the Mountain-
eers. Culver scored seven points
during the decisive run.

“I would say the second half
after me getting yelled at by
Hugs, yes, it woke me up a little
bit,” Culver said.

Javion Hamlet scored
15 points and Thomas Bell had 12
for North Texas (1-3).

West Virginia shot an abysmal
9 for 35 (26 percent), including 1
for 8 from three-point range, in

the first half and trailed 29-21 at
the break. North Texas shot
59 percent in the opening half.

But in the second half, it was
the Mean Green that couldn’t
score, shooting 6 for 33 (18 per-
cent), including 2 for 15 on three-
point attempts. North Texas had
a late surge to get within five
points but got no closer.

“We just kind of slowed them
down,” Huggins said.

s IOWA 105, IOWA STATE
'7'7: Luka Garza missed just once
shot and scored more than
30 points for the third time in
five games this season as the
third-ranked Hawkeyes im-
proved to 5-0 with a runaway win
over the rival Cyclones (1-2) in
TIowa City.

Garza finished 13 for 14 from
the field, including 6 for 7 from
three-point range, for 34 points
in just 17 minutes of action. Iowa
has scored at least 90 points in
every game this season.

Joe Wieskamp added 16 points
and four rebounds for Iowa.

Javan Johnson led Iowa State
with 20 points.

«KANSAS 95, OMAHA 50:
Ochai Agbaji scored 18 points,
and the fifth-ranked Jayhawks
beat Omaha in Kansas’s final
tuneup before it begins Big 12
play.

Mitch Lightfoot had a career-
best 14 points, David McCormack
had 11 points and 11 rebounds
and Tyon Grant-Foster added 13
points to help the Jayhawks (6-1)
cruise to their 12th consecutive
win at Allen Fieldhouse.
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West Virginia forward Derek Culver had 10 points against North Texas, including seven during an 18-0 run to open the second half.

Wanjang Tut scored 14 points
for the Mavericks (2-5).

¢ CREIGHTON 98, NEBRAS-
KA 74: In Omaha, Marcus Zega-
rowski scored 22 points, Denzel
Mahoney had 20 and the No. 8
Bluejays used a big run in the
second half to pull away and beat
the Cornhuskers.

Creighton (4-1) wasn’t sharp
early but went on a 30-7 surge
after halftime to bounce back
from a one-point loss at Kansas.

Creighton has won eight of

nine against the Cornhuskers
(3-3), and the Bluejays have won
13 straight regular season home
games against their in-state rival
since they lost in Omaha in 1995.

e DELAWARE 68, GEORGE
WASHINGTON 65: James
Bishop and Jamison Battle had
14 points each, but the Colonials
fell to 1-4 with a loss to the Blue
Hens (2-1) in Newark.

Dylan Painter had 14 points
and 12 rebounds to lift Dela-
ware.

Richmond women pause

The Richmond women’s bas-
ketball team is pausing all activi-
ties after its latest coronavirus
testing results and the requisite
contact tracing.

The school said it will not play
its next two scheduled games,
against St. Francis on Sunday
and at Norfolk State on Thurs-

day.
¢ LOUISVILLE: The ACC said
Sunday’s women’s basketball

game between No. 2 Louisville

and North Carolina was post-
poned because of positive coro-
navirus tests, quarantining and
contact tracing within the Cardi-
nals program.

e MICHIGAN: Wolverines
forward Austin Davis is out in-
definitely with a right foot injury.

The school said Davis has a
plantar fascia injury from a non-
contact movement in Michigan’s
win over Toledo on Wednesday.
Davis is averaging six points and
3.6 rebounds a game.

Second-hall collapse prevents Georgetown [rom knocking ofl No.

HOYAS FROM D1

they got hot.”

Jamorko Pickett paced
Georgetown with 16 points and
10 rebounds. Wahab had
12 points and five rebounds. Jah-
von Blair, who entered as George-
town’s leading scorer, had just
11 points, shooting 1 for 5 from
behind the arc.

Collin Gillespie and Caleb
Daniels led the Wildcats with
18 points apiece, and Cole Swider
chipped in 10.

The Hoyas (2-3, 0-1) opened
with their best 20 minutes of
basketball of the season, taking a
46-33 lead into halftime. Not only
did they keep the turnovers to a
minimum, but they shot 58.1 per-
cent from the field, including 50
percent from behind the arc, and
held a 21-15 rebounding edge over
the first 20 minutes.

Pickett carried the load early,
scoring 10 points as the Hoyas
jumped out to a 17-7 lead. A 16-3
run spearheaded by six quick
points from freshman Dante Har-

ris, a career high in just a half, put
Georgetown up 35-19. The Wild-
cats also didn’t have an answer
for Wahab as he posted all of his
points in the first half.

“We had good looks in the first
half, just didn’t make them,” Vil-
lanova Coach Jay Wright said.
“Defensively we were a step be-
hind everything they did. Offen-
sively, they were just a step ahead
of us. They were a little bit more
prepared for us, and maybe were
a little bit more predictable. We
did not execute what we wanted

to do defensively, and they really
sliced us in the first half”

That changed in the second
half. Villanova opened with a
20-4 stretch that included a 15-0
run highlighted by six points
from Daniels that gave the Wild-
cats a 53-50 lead. The Hoyas
produced one final push as Blair
made a pair of tough jumpers to
help Georgetown regain the lead
at 61-60 with 5:54 remaining.

The Hoyas would score only
two more points the rest of the
way as Daniels, Swider and

Gillespie got hot. The Wildcats
were 8 for 17 from behind the arc
in the second half.

The Hoyas shot just 26.7 per-
cent in the second half and were
1 for 11 from three-point range.

“Rome wasn’t built in a day,”
Ewing said. “We’re still building.
We're still learning each other.
We're still trying to grow. We're
going to make mistakes. We can’t
panic. We just have to keep on
building and keep on working.

“This is our first game in the
Big East against a quality team.

O Villanova

We had our opportunities to get
the win, but once again we made
too many mistakes, and we have
to cut those out.”

The Hoyas were without fresh-
man forward Kobe Clark, who
suffered an ankle sprain in the
80-48 win over Coppin State on
Tuesday.

Georgetown will play its sixth
straight home game to open the
season Sunday, tipping off
against Big East foe St. John’s at
7:30 p.m.

kareem.copeland @washpost.com

DIGEST

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Swinney: Ohio State
shouldn’t be in playoff

A week before his team’s
rematch with Notre Dame in the
ACC championship game,
Clemson Coach Dabo Swinney
said he would pick a two-loss
Tigers team to play in the College
Football Playoff and that he might
select Texas A&M or Florida to
join Clemson over a six-win Ohio
State team.

“We feel like we're definitely
one of the best four teams in the
country, and there’s nothing that’s
going to happen in that game next
week for Clemson or Notre Dame
that’s going to change that,” he
said on “The Rich Eisen Show;”
later adding, “If I was on a
committee, it would be hard for
me to leave out a 10-1 Texas A&M
or all-win Florida team over a
team that’s played six games.”

The Buckeyes are fourth in the
College Football Playoff rankings,
though they might have been in
jeopardy of falling out of playoff
discussion had the Big Ten not
decided Wednesday to drop its
six-game requirement for
inclusion in the Dec. 19
conference championship game.

No. 5 Texas A&M is 7-1, and
No. 6 Florida is 8-1.

— Glynn A. Hill

D.J. Taylor returned the
opening kickoff 100 yards for a
touchdown and Arizona State
(1-2) scored twice in the opening
56 seconds in a 70-7 rout of rival
Arizona (0-5) in Tucson.. . .

Pittsburgh removed itself from
bowl consideration after
finishing the regular season 6-5.
The school became the second
ACC team to opt out of the
postseason, joining Boston
College.. ..

Utah State canceled Saturday’s
game against Colorado State
amid concerns voiced about
religious discrimination during
the search for a new football
coach. In a statement, Aggies
players said they were opting out
because of alleged comments
Utah State President Noelle
Cockett made about the religious
and cultural background of
interim coach Frank Maile.

BASEBALL

The Milwaukee Brewers
acquired minor league left-
handed pitcher Leo Crawford to
complete the trade that sent
former all-star reliever Corey
Knebel to the Los Angeles
Dodgers.. ..

The Texas Rangers re-signed
right-hander Jimmy Herget to a
major league contract and
designated outfielder Scott
Heineman for assignment.. . .

TELEVISION AND RADIO

NBA PRESEASON 8 p.m. Oregon at Washington » Pac-12 Network
c 8 p.m. Illinois at Missouri » ESPNU
7p.m. Toronto at Charlotte » NBA TV 8 p.m. Central Arkansas at Arkansas » SEC Network Alternate
9:30 p.m. Phoenix at Utah » NBATV
SOCCER
COLLEGE FOOTBALL, SEE PAGE D4 . . _
MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL 9a.m. Italian Serie A: Spezia at Crotone » ESPNews
10:15a.m. Spanish La Liga: Sevilla at Getafe » belN Sports
11a.m. Florida at Florida State » ESPNU 12:30 p.m r ish La Liga: Alavés at H » belN Sports
Noon mi ppi State vs. Dayton » ESPNews 12:30p.m.  English Premier League: M ter City at Manchester United »
Noon Notre Dame at Kentucky » WUSA (Ch. 9), WJZ (Ch. 13) WRC (Ch. 4), WBAL (Ch. 11)
Noon Wofford vs. South Florida » ESPNews 3pm. Spanish La Liga: Atlético Madrid at Real Madrid » belN Sports
Noon Florida Gulf Coast at Miami » MASN 8:30p.m.  MLS Cup: Seattle at Columbus » WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)
12:30 p.m. Ci ti at T » SEC Network Alternate
1p.m. Syracuse at Boston College » ESPNU AUTO RACING
2p.m. North Carolina Central at North Carolina » MASN 5a.m. Formula One: Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, practice » ESPN
3p.m. Mi pi State vs. Dayton » ESPNU 8a.m. Formula One: Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, qualifying » ESPN2
3p.m. Evansville at Saint Louis » NBC Sports Network
4p.m. Gardner-Webb at Pittsburgh » MASN GOLF
5p.m. Memphis vs. Auburn » ESPNU 11a.m. U.S. Women’s Open, third round » Golf Channel
5p.m. Florida A&M at Oklahoma » MASN2 1p.m. PGA Tour: QBE Shootout, second round » Golf Channel
5p.m. 0ld Dominion at VCU » NBC Sports Network 2:30 p.m. U.S. Women’s Open, third round » WRC (Ch. 4), WBAL (Ch. 11)
5 p.m. UNC Wilmington at Mississippi » SEC Network Alternate 1:30 a.m. European Tour: Tour Championship, final round » Golf Channel
5p.m. Memphis vs. Auburn » ESPNU (Sunday)
6 p.m. UTEP at Arizona » Pac-12 Network
7:30p.m. Indiana State at Purdue » Big Ten Network MIXED MARTIAL ARTS

Businessman Alan Horwitz,
the winning bidder on over
$1 million worth of memorabilia
from a recent auction of Johnny
Bench’s personal collection, is
returning the items to the Hall of
Fame catcher, with whom he has
been friends since 1967.

SOCCER

FIFA will send an emergency
management team to run soccer
in Haiti, saying it believed Yves
Jean-Bart, the top official it
banned for life for sexually
abusing players, is still running
the sport and intimidating
witnesses. . . .

PSV Eindhoven midfielder
Richy Ledezma, a 20-year-old
U.S. international, tore the ACL in
his right knee and won’t play
again this season.. ..

Leeds’s weakness at set pieces
haunted it at home as West Ham
came from behind to win, 2-1, in
the English Premier League.. . .

Saint-Etienne had its third
straight draw in the French
league in a scoreless match at
home against Angers.. ..

Italian club Sassuolo held on
for more than 40 minutes with
10 men to beat visiting
Benevento, 1-0,in Serie A. . . .

Shon Weissman’s first goals

8 p.m. UFC 256: Prelims » ESPN2

BOXING

10 p.m. Shakur Stevenson vs. Toka Kahn Clary (junior lightweights) » ESPN
MEN’S COLLEGE HOCKEY

7 p.m. Ohio State at Notre Dame » NBC Sports Network

for Real Valladolid made a
difference as they came from
behind to beat Osasuna, 3-2, at
home in the Spanish league.. ..
Wout Weghorst scored twice
as Wolfsburg came from a goal
down to beat Eintracht Frankfurt,
2-1,in Germany’s Bundesliga. . . .
Atlanta was awarded a berth in
next year’s Concacaf Champions
League by the U.S. Soccer
Federation’s board of directors.

AUTO RACING
Valtteri Bottas produced the
fastest time in the second practice
for the Formula One season-
ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prixin
United Arab Emirates.. ..
NASCAR’s throwback weekend
celebration at Darlington (S.C.)
Raceway is moving from Labor
Day weekend to Mother’s Day.
— From news services
and staff reports
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The Nationals are still looking for help in the deepened corner outfield market

BY JESSE DOUGHERTY

The Washington Nationals
were bound to this corner out-
field class once, in late Septem-
ber, Juan Soto was playing right
field instead of left. And even
before then, it was pretty clear
the Nationals would decline
Adam Eaton’s contract option for
2021, leaving them with a hole in
right field — or left, if Soto moves
— that could be used to improve
the middle of their order. It was
just a matter of who would fill it.

The initial possibilities were
George Springer, Michael Brant-
ley or Marcell Ozuna if Washing-
ton was willing to spend. Then
the non-tender deadline passed
and the pool deepened. Kyle
Schwarber, Adam Duvall and
Eddie Rosario became free

agents Dec. 2. There are now
players to fit most budgets, even
after another option, David Dahl,
agreed to a one-year deal worth
around $3 million with the Texas
Rangers, as ESPN reported
Friday.

The Nationals, in turn, are
looking to tap into this market
for power to put behind Soto and
Trea Turner. They are certainly
interested in Schwarber, a for-
mer Chicago Cubs outfielder, ac-
cording to two people with
knowledge of their plans. He was
non-tendered by the Cubs after a
down 2020 — he had a
career-low .701 on-base-plus-
slugging percentage — and was
projected to make close to
$9 million in his final year of
arbitration eligibility. But his
pop is evident and hints at the

sort of bat Washington seeks.

Put aside Springer, Brantley
and Ozuna for a moment. They
were the initial group of free
agent outfielders, and their
potential value to teams is well
documented. The louder ques-
tions come with Schwarber,
Duvall and Rosario.

Each of their free agencies is a
direct product of a gloomy off-
season. Schwarber and Duvall
were particularly hurt by uncer-
tainty about whether the Nation-
al League will use the designated
hitter in 2021.

Without knowing whether
they will have the DH, the Cubs
and Atlanta Braves, Duvall’s for-
mer team, found it prudent to let
the pair test the market rather
than commit to paying them for
one year.

None of these three players are
plus defenders. Schwarber and
Rosario could be viewed as defi-
cient in the field. But they make
up for it on offense, and that’s
what the Nationals need.

There has been a gaping void
in their lineup since Anthony
Rendon left in December 2019.
Last season, a short and side-
ways one because of the corona-
virus pandemic, that void was
not filled by a mix of Starlin
Castro (who broke his wrist in
August), Ryan Zimmerman (who
opted out of playing), Asdribal
Cabrera (who was hot and then
really cold for much longer) or
Howie Kendrick (who, at 37,
spent a lot of time dealing with
sore hamstrings). Schwarber is
the most reliable fix of this latter
group. As it goes, he also promis-

es to be the most expensive.

Rosario, 29, is a more durable
and proven power hitter who
consistently produces. Duvall,
32, finished tied for third in the
NL with 16 homers in 2020. But
his career on-base percentage is
a meager .293. Rosario’s is not
wildly better at .310.

Schwarber, though not one to
hit for average, blasts the ball out
of the park and, putting last year
aside, gets on base more than his
non-tendered  peers. With
2,108 plate appearances at
27 years old, he is both experi-
enced and young.

Schwarber, who bats left-
handed, averaged just over
31 home runs per season be-
tween 2017 and 2019. And, as a
bonus, he knows Nationals
Manager Dave Martinez from

their years sharing a clubhouse
and dugout in Chicago.

This is not to say Schwarber is
a flawless fix. He’s far from it. He
strikes out a lot. Recent reports
have indicated the universal DH
may not arrive until 2022. If
that’s the case, Schwarber would
hurt any NL team in the outfield
next season.

The Nationals recently parted
with Eaton, one of baseball’s
worst  statistical outfielders
across the past few years. In
theory, they would like to up-
grade in that area instead of
adding more of the same.

But that wish could be
knocked aside if they see a clear,
cost-effective path to lifting their
offense. The list of ways to do
that has only grown.

Jesse.dougherty @washpost.com

An odd season ends in familiar place as Cavs, Hokies prepare for showdown

BY GENE WANG

In a college football season that
has been anything but routine,
Virginia and Virginia Tech find
themselves in their customary
slot for a showdown that remains
each program’s most contentious
regardless of outside circum-
stances.

The traditional regular season
finale for the Commonwealth
Cup initially was scheduled to be
the opener for both schools
Sept. 19 until a coronavirus out-
break in the Hokies’ locker room
led to a postponement. Virginia
Tech paused football activities,
and the ACC not long after an-
nounced the new date of Dec. 12.

“Yeah, it’s actually more nor-
mal than not normal,” Cavaliers
Coach Bronco Mendenhall said
Monday during his weekly Zoom
call with the media. “And it
doesn’t mean the game isn’t more
important. It doesn’t mean the
game doesn’t have significant val-
ue. But the preparation models,
they’re designed to maximize per-
formance every single week so
there is more routine.”

The Cavaliers (5-4, 4-4 ACC)
won last year’s meeting, 39-30, in
Charlottesville, storming the field
after ending Virginia Tech’s
15-game winning streak in the
series.

Last season’s outcome became
all but official late in the fourth
quarter when Virginia defensive
end Mandy Alonso sacked quar-

terback Hendon Hooker deep in
Virginia Tech territory, dislodg-
ing the ball into the end zone.
Defensive tackle Eli Hanback re-
covered with 1:01 to play for a
touchdown that produced the fi-
nal score.

Virginia Tech tight end James
Mitchell this week recalled with
disgust navigating through the
celebration on the field at Scott
Stadium to get back to the locker
room. The junior’s teammates
also mentioned that scene as
extra incentive heading into Sat-
urday night.

“Probably exactly that,” Vir-
ginia Tech defensive tackle Jarrod
Hewitt said about which memory
stands out the most. “Just them
storming the field, and theyre
our rival. You’ve got to give them
credit though. They played hard.
They played harder than we did
last year. They wanted to win
more than we did last year.

“When you look at the statis-
tics of the game, it was pretty
[evenly] matched as far as yards,
turnovers, that kind of thing. But
it ultimately came down to they
had more energy that day, and
they wanted to win more, and
that’s been something that’s been
eating at us for the last whole
year.”

Hewitt, a redshirt senior, has
been among the more consistent
performers this season on first-
year coordinator Justin Hamil-
ton’s defense, which weathered
significant absences because of

MATT GENTRY/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Defensive end Mandy Alonso and Virginia have won four straight
and are looking to upend Virginia Tech for the second year in a row.

virus-related complications, inju-
ries, opt-outs and an off-the-field
legal issue leading to an indefi-
nite suspension.

Virginia Tech (4-6, 4-5) ranks
second to last in the ACC in total

defense, surrendering 460 yards
per game behind a secondary that
played without both starting cor-
nerbacks and its top two backups
early this season. The dearth of
available players on the back end

compelled the Hokies to guard
against the deep ball rather than
stack the line of scrimmage to
stop the run.

The Hokies also have pushed
through instability at quarter-
back. In last weekend’s 45-10 loss
to Clemson, Virginia Tech used
three quarterbacks, with third-
stringer Knox Kadum finishing
the game after Hooker and back-
up Braxton Burmeister departed
in the third quarter.

Hooker, according to Coach
Justin Fuente, left because of
discomfort with the chilly condi-
tions, and Burmeister, a transfer
from Oregon, absorbed a sack
that forced him from the game.
Both are in line to play against
Virginia, Fuente indicated this
week.

“When I called Bronco and we
canceled or moved back the first
game, like we just shared a mo-
ment of, ‘Can you imagine mak-
ing it until mid-December doing
this?’ ” said Fuente, who has been
the subject of criticism on social
media from a restless fan base
amid a four-game losing streak.
“It seemed like it was a year away.”

Virginia has been on an oppo-
site trajectory, having won four in
a row to move above .500 for the
first time since September. Beat-
ing their instate rival would en-
sure the Cavaliers a third consec-
utive winning season for the first
time since 2003 to 2005.

The most significant compo-
nent in the upswing, according to

Mendenhall, has been the health
of quarterback Brennan Arm-
strong. The redshirt sophomore
missed one game while in the
concussion protocol and has di-
rected Virginia to four victories
since he rejoined the starting
lineup, including three in which
it scored at least 43 points.

Armstrong has accounted for
13 touchdowns over the past four
games and will be making his
first start in the Commonwealth
Cup. The left-hander also is one of
four captains helping to ensure
the team continues to follow safe-
ty protocols during the pandem-
ic.

Virginia is one of the few
schools in the ACC not to have
been significantly impacted by
the virus. No starters have missed
a game because of a positive test,
and each of the Cavaliers’ confer-
ence games that had to be re-
scheduled was the result of an
outbreak in the opponent’s locker
room.

“I think it’s business as usual,
but the win last year definitely
pushed the program, pushed the
culture, I would say, in a linear,
positive direction,” Virginia safe-
ty Joey Blount said. “Itkind of just
sets the tone for what Coach
Mendenhall preaches. It’s not if
but when, and last year was the
start of a trend that we’re working
toward, and we want to make it a
yearly thing, you know, beat
Tech.”

gene.wang@washpost.com

Funk didn’t allow multiple injuries or pandemic to derail him

FUNK FROM D1

Funk tore his ACL. When rehab-
bing his injured knee ligament,
Funk watched his teammates con-
tinue on without him, but if he
wanted to sprint onto the team
bus, he physically couldn’t. This
time when he watches from afar,
Funk feels fine. He wants to play.
But the virus has dashed Mary-
land’s hope for anything that re-
sembles a complete campaign.

With the limited opportunities,
Funk has shown flashes of the
running back he can be when
healthy. He says his knee feels
great. Hisbrother Josh, whorunsa
fitness-focused physical therapy
company, said Funk is stronger
and faster than before. Funk
erupted for a 221-yard outing
against Minnesota, more rushing
yards than he had previously re-
corded during an entire collegiate
season. Afterward, Funk called his
older brother from the field, and
the two shared an emotional mo-
ment. The game validated the run-
ning back’s past two years of work.

Funk has played well this sea-
son, with Coach Michael Locksley
considering him an every-down
back who can run, block and catch
passes. Funk will be honored with
the other seniors before Satur-
day’s home game against Rutgers.
Then Maryland will play a cross-
division matchup next weekend
and potentially abowl. Funk has a
maximum of three games left —
and possibly another year if he
decides to use the eligibility relief
granted by the NCAA.

Despite his injury-free status,
this will be the third straight sea-
son that Funk hasn’t played four
consecutive weekends. But he still
has time to tout his ability as
Maryland’s No. 1back and lead the
Terps to a winning record for the
first time since 2014.

“He’s one of the few guys that
you see today that just does every-
thing right,” said linebacker
Chance Campbell, one of Funk’s
close friends. “He had a lot of
things not go his way. . . . It’s easy
to root for him.”

Throughout his Maryland ca-
reer, Funk waited behind a bundle
of talented running backs — Trey
Edmunds (now on the Steelers’

-
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Maryland running back Jake Funk had three major injuries over the course of 15 months, but in his return this season, he has excelled.

injured reserve list), Ty Johnson
(on the Jets’ active roster), Antho-
ny McFarland Jr. (on the Steelers’
active roster) and Javon Leake (on
Washington’s practice squad). As
Funk inched toward more playing
time in 2018, he broke his hand
during an early season practice
and needed surgery. Funk re-
turned in November, primarily
with a role on special teams, and
tore his ACL against Ohio State.
Before that season, Funk hadn’t
skipped a game in years. He never
had a setback during high school,
never missed a practice.

Funk asked the staff not to pub-
licize his knee injury, so his torn
ACL went largely unnoticed until
the spring. Funk takes an objec-
tive approach to hisrecovery proc-
ess, only wanting to know what’s

next on the path to a return. “All
that other stuff would have been
distractions,” said Funk’s dad, Jim,
describing his son as a private
person.

“We always talk about him be-
ingonarail,” Funk’s dad said. “He’s
on that rail, and you can hit him
and you can knock him around
while he’s on that rail, but very
rarely does he ever get knocked off
of it”

In 2019, McFarland and Leake
still topped the depth chart, but
Funk began the year with strong
performances in the first two
games. Then his season halted —
and the long recovery process be-
gan again — when Funk partially
tore his ACL against Temple. This
time, Funk needed a second sur-
gerytoclean outaninfectionin his

knee. He lost about 25 pounds and
was on intravenous antibiotics for
amonth.

Funk worked back to full
strength while his team played its
first season under Locksley and
continued his rehab during the
pandemic. When players couldn’t
be on campus, Funk worked with
his brother and regularly lifted
weights with a few friends in a
neighbor’s barn.

“There are very, very, very few
people thatreallyunderstand what
the last two to 2'% years have been
like for me,” Funk said before this
season’s opener, when he started
for the first time in his career.

Funk describes the feeling as
numbness. He has become numb
to pain, to nervousness, to being
fazed by the tumult of the 2020

schedule. “I’'ve gone through so
much to where it’s like, ‘All right,
what’s next?’ ” he said.

This week, what’s next is Rut-
gers, senior day and the opportu-
nity to win a third conference
game. However short this season
hasbecome for Funk, he proved he
belongs on this stage. Funk
dreamed of playing big-time col-
lege football, but initially only
schools outside the major confer-
ences recruited him.

Wisconsin offered Funk a schol-
arship to play linebacker. Funk
planned to commit if he didn’t
pick up a scholarship from Stan-
ford during a camp. Before the
flight home from California, Funk
said, Wisconsin pulled the schol-
arship because a few other line-
backers committed in quick suc-

cession. He started his senior sea-
son uncommitted and unsure
where he would end up.

When Locksley took over as
Maryland’s interim coach during
the 2015 season, he immediately
extended an offer. Funk’s assess-
ment as a two-star recruit is now
featured on his Twitter header
photo, but he broke records at
Damascus High. As a senior, he
rushed for 2,866 yards and scored
57 touchdowns, a single-season
state record. Locksley believed in
Funk. He says Funk “embodies the
DNA of the DMV.” Locksley trust-
ed that a player who succeeded to
that extent on the local high
school football scene could also
thrive in major college football.
The two eventually reunited after
Locksley’s return to Maryland as
the head coach, with Funk now
one of the team’s few seniors.

“One of my all-time favorite
players,” Locksley said last season.
“And I know you’re not supposed
to pick your children and say he’s
my favorite child, but Jake is one of
those guys thatishard not toreally
love and love hard.”

Funk wants to be remembered
as “somebody who didn’t care
what anybody said about them
and just believed in himself” He
feels fulfilled with how he has led
the young group. His success
prompts teammates to ooze genu-
ine joy. Funk had three major inju-
ries over the course of 15 months,
but in his return this season, he
has excelled.

“You wonder if I had a full sea-
son under my belt, what could
have been,” Funk said. “But you've
got to be able to just play with
what you've got.”

This season’s shortened slate
will factor into whether he returns
for next year, but Funk says he will
make the decision after the Terps’
final game. It would be his sixth
year at school. Perhaps he will
want to move on regardless. Funk
could bid farewell to college foot-
ball with only an abbreviated stint
as Maryland’s top running back,
but in that time, he has — and still
can — generate those sparks of
success, each one a reminder of
the persistence that preceded the
breakthrough.

emily.giambalvo @washpost.com
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Army-Navy
won 'l lose

ils magic in
rare selling

FEINSTEIN FROM D1

amajor impact on the college
football season.

“We had two goals that were
absolute,” Buddie said. “The first
was to play the game. If we could
each play only one game all
season, we had to find a way to
play Army-Navy. The second was
to make sure that the Brigade
and the Corps could be at the
game.”

It was the second goal that
brought about the venue change.
As the season moved along, it
became increasingly apparent
that local protocols would make
it difficult to allow very many
people into the stadium. Officials
in Philadelphia let Buddie and
Gladchuck know in October they
were virtually certain the game
would have to be played in an
empty or near-empty Lincoln
Financial Field.

The question then became,
where to play?

In the end, the only answer
was Michie Stadium.

Any other venue, including
Navy-Marine Corps Memorial
Stadium in Annapolis, would be
subject to local covid-19
protocols. Michie Stadium is
located on an Army post and, as a
result, is a U.S. government
installation, not subject to local
protocols. Navy’s stadium, on the
other hand, is located about a
mile from Gate 8 of the Yard. It
sits on land that is part of the
state of Maryland and therefore
is subject to local protocols. In
fact, after being allowed to attend
several home games this fall, the
Brigade was not allowed in for
Navy’s final home game last week
against Tulsa.

“The fact that it was supposed

LAWRIE/GETTY IMAGES

About 9,000 spectators are expected to attend Saturday’s Army-Navy game, relocated to Army’s Michie Stadium because of the pandemic.

to be our home game probably
made it easier to make the
decision for both Chet and me,”
Buddie said. “But even if it had
been Navy’s home game, there
still wouldn’t have been any other
choice. It just might have made it
alittle harder for us to get to that
conclusion.”

“Home game” in Army-Navy
lingo means that side wears
home uniforms, occupies the
larger locker room at whichever
NFL stadium the game is played
and marches on the field first —
nothing that directly affects the
playing of the game. The number
of tickets are split evenly for both
teams, and the roars alternate
from one side of the stadium to
the other.

This year will be no different.
The Corps of Cadets will sit on
the home team side of the
stadium; the Brigade opposite.

For every Army VIP added to the
list of invitees, Navy added one of
its own.

“The only advantage that we’ll
have is that our players won’t
have to travel,” Buddie said. “But
it won’t be that different for the
Navy players thanitisina
normal year.”

Buddie and Gladchuck
discussed whether to allow
players’ families into the stadium
— something they clearly wanted
to doif at all possible. In the end,
they decided against it for two
reasons. “Because our players are
so far-flung, many families would
have to travel by plane to get to
the game,” Buddie said. “That
was a concern.”

The other was more basic.
Michie Stadium is winterized
after Thanksgiving, meaning the
plumbing in the upper deck is
shut down. “I’'m sure the family

members wouldn’t have minded
going down three levels to go the
bathroom,” Buddie said. “But
they’d have to interact with the
students when they got there.”

Once the decision was made
Oct. 23 to move the game to West
Point, logistics had to be pieced
together: a hotel for the Navy
team; testing for everyone
coming on post; alerting the
Secret Service, which always
plans for the president (or this
year potentially the president-
elect) to come to the game — and
figuring out how to tell those who
couldn’t come why they couldn’t.

The more than 4,000 members
of the brigade will travel by bus
from Annapolis to West Point
“super early” Saturday morning,
according to the Navy Public
Affairs Office.

Their destination will make
this game stand out after more

than 75 years of neutral fields.
For security reasons, the Army-
Navy games were played on home
fields in 1942 and 1943: Navy’s
Thompson Stadium, which was
on the Yard, hosted the first year,
Michie Stadium the next.

The thought of playing on
either home field vanished after
World War II because the game
was too big — and the
moneymaking potential too
great. It has been played since
then in Philadelphia (most
years), the Meadowlands,
Baltimore, Pasadena, Calif., and
D.C. —if you count Prince
George’s County as D.C.

In 1999, Sports Illustrated
picked Michie Stadium as the
third-greatest sports venue in the
world — behind only Yankee
Stadium and Augusta National
Golf Club. I would rank Michie
ahead of both those places. It is

fantastically scenic, with both
Lusk Reservoir and the Hudson
River visible from the home side
of the stadium and soaring trees
dominating the view behind the
north end. Most importantly,
there is the quality of people who
play their home games there.

That will be the case again
Saturday — for both teams. The
game should be competitive.
During a 14-season stretch from
2002 to 2015, Navy (under
coaches Paul Johnson and Ken
Niumatalolo) so dominated the
series that the game lost some of
its luster; it was frequently well
in hand before the fourth quarter
started. That began to change in
2014, when Army hired Jeff
Monken — a former assistant
under Johnson at both Navy and
Georgia Tech — and he turned
the program around.

After losing close games in
2014 and 2015, Army finally broke
the streak in 2016 and then won
again the next two years. In doing
so, the Black Knights won back-
to-back Commander-in-Chief’s
Trophies for the first time. Navy
won, 31-7, last year to reclaim
both the CIC and, as Niumatalolo
putit, “our dominance.”

In this strange fall, the Mids
are 3-6 and have struggled to find
an effective quarterback, with
last year’s starter, Malcolm Perry,
now playing for the Miami
Dolphins. Niumatalolo has tried
everyone this side of Roger
Staubach to replace him. Army
also has used a multitude of
quarterbacks — six in all — but
that has mostly been because of
injuries. The Black Knights, who
had nine of the 12 games on their
original schedule wiped out by
the coronavirus, are 7-2 but have
not played nearly as challenging
a slate as Navy.

All the Army-Navy traditions
are expected to be in place
Saturday: the march-ons, the
parachutists, the flyovers and, of
course, the playing of the alma
maters at game’s end.

It won’t feel the same. It won’t
be the same. But it will be Army-
Navy. And there’s still nothing
else in sports quite like it.

sports@washpost.com

For more by John Feinstein, visit
washingtonpost.com/feinstein.

TODAY’S TV GAMES

EARLY SHIFT

Noon No. 1 Alabama at Arkansas » ESPN

Noon No. 9 Georgia at No. 25 Missouri » SEC Network
Noon Illinois at No. 14 Northwestern » ESPN2

Noon Utah at No. 21 Colorado » Fox

Noon Rutgers at Maryland » Big Ten Network

Noon Minnesota at Nebraska » Fox Sports 1

Noon Michigan State at Penn State » ABC

Noon Wake Forest at Louisville » ACC Network

Utah-Colorado was set to be played Friday night, but the teams
agreed to move the game to the next morning to fill a hole in Fox’s
lineup. The Buffaloes are shooting for an undefeated (five-game) regular
season and at least a share of the Pac-12 South Division title with
undefeated Southern Cal, which faces UCLA later Saturday. If the
Buffaloes and the Trojans win, USC will have the tiebreaker because it
will have played one more conference game than Colorado. (The
scheduled game between the teams Nov. 28 was canceled because of
coronavirus issues, so there’'s no head-to-head tiebreaker.) The South
Division winner may have no idea whom it will play in next week’s Pac-12
championship game; North Division leader Washington had to cancel its
game Saturday with Oregon because of the Huskies’ virus concerns, and
Washington Coach Jimmy Lake said if that game was called off, he
doubted his team would be ready for the championship game.

SWING SHIFT

2:30 Akron at Buffalo » CBS Sports Network

3 Navy at Army » CBS

3:30 No. 17 North Carolina at No. 10 Miami » ABC
3:30 Wisconsin at No. 16 lowa » Fox Sports 1

3:30 No. 22 Oklahoma State at Baylor » ESPN
3:30 Houston at Memphis » ESPN2

4 Tennessee at Vanderbilt » SEC Network

4 Duke at Florida State » ACC Network

4 California at Washington State » Fox

When he was at Texas, Mack Brown fired defensive coordinator
Manny Diaz two games into the 2013 season after the Longhorns gave
up a program-record 550 rushing yards in a loss to BYU. But both
coaches said all the right things last year before North Carolina
(coached by Brown) and Miami (coached by Diaz) met. “Manny is a
professional, and he’s really good. We’ve moved way beyond that,”
Brown said. When asked what he had learned from Brown, Diaz said,
“The way you engage with people around your program that | thought
[Brown] had a great knack for and some of the things on the inside that
are more trade secrets you don'’t really talk about.” Last year’s game,
won by the Tar Heels, was just the second of the season for both teams.
The Orange Bowl might be on the line during this year’s matchup.

NIGHT SHIFT

6 Boise State at Wyoming » CBS Sports Network
7 LSU at No. 6 Florida » ESPN

7 Louisiana Tech at TCU » Fox Sports 1

7:30 No. 15 Southern Cal at UCLA » ABC

7:30 Auburn at Mississippi State » SEC Network

8 Virginia at Virginia Tech » ACC Network

10 San Diego State at No. 18 BYU » ESPN2
10:30 Stanford at Oregon State » ESPNU

10:30

Fresno State at New Mexico » Fox Sports 2

It took 29 games over two-plus seasons, but Chip Kelly finally has a
winning record at UCLA. The Bruins are 3-2 entering their Victory Bell
game against USC, and like Kelly’s best Oregon teams, they’re starting
to wear down opponents late. UCLA has outscored its opponents 36-9 in
the fourth quarter, one year after getting outscored 115-57. Kelly’s best
Ducks team, the one that made the BCS championship game after the
2010 regular season, outscored opponents 123-27 in the fourth. The
Bruins’ defense is averaging 3.6 sacks, which ranks eighth nationally,
and will look to slow Trojans quarterback Kedon Slovis, who leads the
country in completions per game (29.8) and the conference in
completion percentage (72.1) and passing yards per game (314.3). In
last year’s win over the Bruins, he threw for a school-record 515 yards

and four touchdowns.

— Matt Bonesteel

JONATHAN NEWTON/THE WASHINGTON POST

David Forney led the Midshipmen onto the field before last year’s Army-Navy game. The guard died in February of sudden cardiac arrest.

Fellow Mids lineman will wear Forney’s No. 68 loday

NAVY FROM D1

was preparing for a shot at the
NFL. He helped power the na-
tion’s No. 1 running game last
season as Malcolm Perry set the
Football Bowl Subdivision record
for rushing yards by a quarter-
back. The Midshipmen finished
ranked 20th and tied a school
record with 11 wins.

Forney had no medical issues,
no warning signs before he was
found unresponsive while work-
ing on a paper and peeling an
orange at his desk.

“The struggle is real, you know
what I mean?” said Forney’s fa-
ther, Rick. “You can’t prepare for
something like this. ... I guess
when it’s your time, it’s your time.
Maybe one day when we meet
with David again, we’ll find out
what happened. We’re utterly
devastated, to say the least.

“I can’t tell you how many
letters my wife and I got from
parents of Midshipmen that we
didn’t know before. Some of them
were freshmen that spent a brief
amount of time with Dave. They
were crushed by it because Dave
went out of his way to be friendly
with everybody. ... Dave was a
good friend, a good teammate,
and he looked out for people,
especially his brothers.”

The process of bringing back
No. 68 started with a text message
from Honaker, now a senior, to TJ
Salu and Kendel Wright. They
were Forney’s teammates and
best friends, and Honaker want-
ed to run his idea past them. He
had some concern that it was too
soon, but they were on board.
Honaker then reached out to For-
ney’s brother, Chris. Then he
spoke to Rick Forney, who was
both surprised and touched.

The Forneys had gotten to
know Navy’s offensive linemen
over the years. Rick, an Annapolis
native who had started talking to
David about playing at Navy
when he was in middle school,
thought Honaker was calling just
to chat. Instead, he had a more
serious question.

“I’d never say no to Billy for
anything,” Rick said.

This 121st meeting between
Army (7-2) and Navy (3-6) will be
unlike any other, played during
the height of a global pandemic
and on an academy campus for
the first time since 1943. Lincoln
Financial Field could not accom-
modate the Corps of Cadets and
the Brigade of Midshipmen be-
cause of coronavirus safety re-
strictions, so Army, the designat-
ed home team, will host the game
in West Point, N.Y. Both teams

have dealt with schedule chaos
this fall as programs across the
country pieced together a patch-
work season. Navy had a four-
week break between games be-
cause of outbreaks, postpone-
ments and cancellations.

But that was far from the most
difficult part of Navy’s year, as
Coach Ken Niumatalolo has
pointed out. Offensive coordina-
tor Ivin Jasper called Forney “a
big, gentle teddy bear” who al-
ways had a way of making tough
situations better. He remembered
a game in which Ashley Ingram,
Navy’s running game coordinator
and offensive line coach, was be-
rating the blockers for poor play
before Forney stepped in.

“David being David said,
‘Coach, you know the way you're
acting ain’t helping the situation
atall, ” Jasperrecalled. . . . That’s
just the way [Forney] was. He
found a way to make things enjoy-
able. Even though it was a very
tense moment, he found a way to
stick a little bit of humility in
there, little bit of comedy in
there.”

Rick Forney plans to watch
Saturday’s game with family, and
he expects to get a bit emotional
before it kicks off. The pageantry
will be in full effect, and then
Honaker will sprint onto the field,

ready to play left guard — For-
ney’s old position — while sport-
ing No. 68.

“Probably going to draw a tear
to my eye and make me cry for the
first 10 minutes of the ballgame,”
Rick said.

A lasting image of Forney was
secured moments after last year’s
Army game, Navy’s first win in the
series since 2015 and the only one
of his career. A wide, toothy, open-
mouthed smile is etched across
his face as he’s surrounded by
teammates and the Brigade of
Midshipmen, celebrating the vic-
tory. The 22-year-old’s hair is a
brown swath of a sweaty mess,
and his gold No. 68 stands out on
a field of blue, stained with
60 minutes of mud and grime
from the biggest game of his
college career.

“He was like a big brother to
me,” Honaker said. “The heart-
break isn’t from him not playing
football anymore or anything like
that. It’s the fact that we lost a
friend — somebody who we won’t
get to visit later on in life and see
his family, those kind of things.

“Probably the most painful
thing about losing him is we lost
out on years and years of having a
great friend. That’s the hardest
thing about it.”

kareem.copeland @washpost.com
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United to trade Segura to Austin, speak again with Pineda about its top job

BY STEVEN GOFF

D.C. United is planning to trade
Costa Rican midfielder Ulises Se-
gura to 2021 expansion team Aus-
tin FC for allocation money, three
people familiar with the negotia-
tions said Friday.

The sides were expected to fi-
nalize the deal when a half-day
trade window opens Sunday
morning, the day after MLS Cup.
The amount of money Austin
would relinquish was not immedi-
ately clear.

Neither team wanted to com-
ment.

Segura, 27, has been with Unit-
ed for three years, appearing in
66 regular season matches with

40 starts, five goals and three as-
sists. He was the team’s most ver-
satile player, appearing at every
position except center back, right
back and goalkeeper.

This year, however, he missed
the last half of the 23-game season
with a calf injury and made 10 ap-
pearances (seven starts) without
recording a goal or an assist.

Last week, United exercised the
option on Segura’s contract, a
move that allowed it to retain his
rights for a possible trade.

Segura is best in the midfield,
but because that is United’s deep-
est position, he would have trou-
ble earning playing time next sea-
son.

Paul Arriola will return from an

ACL injury that sidelined him for
all of 2020, except for a second-
half appearance in the season fi-
nale. Also, United projects teen-
agers Kevin Paredes, Griffin Yow
and Moses Nyeman to play more
frequently in 2021.

Segura’s departure allows Unit-
ed to protect an additional senior
player ahead of the MLS expan-
sion draft Tuesday. Austin, the
league’s 27th team, will select five
players unprotected by 16 clubs.

Ten teams are exempt from the
draft because they lost a player
last winter in the same process,
which supplied five players apiece
to newcomers Nashville SC and
Inter Miami.

It’s unclear whether, as part of

the trade conditions, Austin will
refrain from selecting a D.C. play-
er Tuesday. The league will post
the unprotected lists Monday.

Pineda, United to talk again

D.C. United plans to speak with
Seattle assistant Gonzalo Pineda
in the days after the Sounders play
in MLS Cup, three people familiar
with the club’s coaching search
said.

Pineda, a native of Mexico who
is in his fourth year on the Seattle
staff, has been in the mix for Unit-
ed’s head coaching vacancy for
several weeks and already has in-
terviewed at least once.

However, he has been largely
focused on the Sounders’ bid for a

third title in four seasons, culmi-
nating Saturday against the host
Columbus Crew.

Pineda, 38, is believed to be
among four finalists, along with
former New York Red Bulls coach
Chris Armas, former U.S. women’s
national team coach Jill Ellis and
Manchester City assistant Rodolfo
Burrell.

United officials have not com-
mented on the search, except to
say they hope to finalize a deal this
month. In October, Ben Olsen was
fired after 10 years and longtime
assistant Chad Ashton was ap-
pointed interim coach.

Armas, who was fired by the
Red Bulls in September, was the
front-runner as of 10 days ago,

multiple people said.

Pineda was a Seattle midfielder
before joining Brian Schmetzer’s
staff for the 2017 season.

United had informal conversa-
tions with Ellis this fall, making
her the first woman to be consid-
ered for an MLS head coaching
job. However, it’s unclear whether
eitherside believes it’s the right fit.

Ellis has never coached a men’s
or women’s pro club.

Burrell, a Spaniard, has had
multiple conversations with Unit-
ed officials, the Athletic reported.
He has been a Manchester City
first-team assistant under Pep
Guardiola for more than four
years.

steven.goff@washpost.com

Westbrook’s energy, leadership already making an impact

WIZARDS FROM D1

camp as a vocal leader right away.

“There’s no sugarcoating.
There’s no me trying to be some-
body I'm not. Since I’ve been in
this league, since I've been able
to play the game at this level, I
feel like I'm one of the best
leaders in the game,” Westbrook
said. “Leadership is not by what
you say and all that [stuff] that
people see and all that, but it’s
actually what you do and how
you impact and better your
teammates as men, as people, as
they kind of grow in their rela-
tionships outside of basketball.
Leadership to me is defined dif-
ferently.”

Westbrook was asked how that
quality translates to a new or-
ganization.

“My job is to make sure it’s
consistent,” he said. “Alot of times
— 28, 29 other teams got good
energy the first week. That’s okay.
Now, can it be sustainable? And
that’s where my job comes in.”

Westbrook may need help on
that account, for no other reason
than playing the NBA season
during a pandemic is going to
make things difficult when play
begins Dec. 22. (The Wizards’
opener is Dec. 23 in Philadel-
phia.)

One of the overarching
themes of Washington’s training
camp is how Coach Scott Brooks

has had to prepare his team on a
shortened schedule. Usually,
players return from their sum-
mer breaks after Labor Day so
the team’s medical staff can over-
see their conditioning for the
weeks of training camp that
follow. This year, the Wizards
have a little over a week between
their first day of group practice
and Sunday’s preseason opener
in Brooklyn.

Forward Davis Bertans, who
arrived to Washington from his
native Latvia late because of a
visa issue, according to Brooks,
has yet to take the court with the
rest of the group and probably
won’t play Sunday. Westbrook
and Beal also are unlikely to play.
Brooks probably will want to let
his vets to ease into things and to
give his younger players vying for
roles a longer look.

But it isn’t just a training camp
issue. The entire 2020-21 season
will be about adjusting. Consis-
tency might be harder to come by
than in previous years because
teams may well be without key
players for long stretches. If a
player tests positive for the virus,
league rules dictate that he must
remain in isolation for at least 10
days or pass coronavirus tests on
consecutive days before he is
cleared to return.

As the NFL, college football
and college basketball have
shown, the NBA may be dealing

KATHERINE FREY/THE WASHINGTON POST

Guard Bradley Beal said the energy has been “through the roof” at the first few Wizards practices.

with postponements throughout
the season. That uncertainty is a
big reason the league released
only the first half of its schedule
last week.

“[Positive tests are] going to
happen. It’s just a matter of
when,” Brooks said Friday. “As a
coach going into it, I know
there’s going to be probably
times where we'’re going to miss
some games, and we hope that it
doesn’t happen often or it’s not a
big number. But like I've told the
guys, it’s about being healthy
and being safe because there’s a
lot at stake, but our family’s
health is the most important
thing.”

The good news about Washing-
ton’s new level of energy is that
the Wizards believe the effect
Westbrook — and Beal, who also
earned a shout-out from Brooks
— has on the team isn’t contin-
gent on the point guard actually
being on court. Brooks praised
both veterans for setting new
standards.

“The leadership with Brad and
Russell, just seeing those two
guys already connect, that’s been
great to see unfold. ... It just
trickles down to the rest of the
team, and they understand how
serious they are,” Brooks said.
“They’re doing their part of
coaching this these younger guys
as well as our coaches are.”

ava.wallace @washpost.com
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Divisive Jets reporter accused of bullying is taken ofl beat

BY BEN STRAUSS

In the summer, Charles Mc-
Donald, an NFL writer for the
New York Daily News, got a call
from the newspaper’s sports edi-
tor. The paper needed him to fill
in on the New York Jets beat while
the Daily News sorted out a cre-
dentialing issue for its longtime
Jets beat writer, Manish Mehta.

The request, McDonald said,
came with one explicit instruc-
tion: Do whatever Mehta asked.

Mehta had spent a decade
breaking stories and writing fire-
brand columns for the Daily
News. That he wouldn’t have ac-
cess to the team was strange,
McDonald thought, but he did as
instructed.

He relayed observations from
practice, he said, only to see them
published under Mehta’s byline.
Mehta demanded that McDonald
hold his phone up to Zoom news
conferences and tweeted quotes
in real time. And he wanted Mc-
Donald, 26, to ask ridiculous
questions over Zoom, such as
whether the Jets had not signed a
player because Mehta reported
they were considering it.

After a team public relations
staffer complained, McDonald
said, he stopped holding his
phone up to Zoom sessions. When
McDonald didn’t attend a news
conference with the Jets’ owner
and Mehtabegan calling and text-
ing about his whereabouts, Mc-
Donald blocked Mehta’s number,
he said.

McDonald finally got fed up
and quit the Daily News last
month. On his way out, he tweet-
ed that Mehta’s credential had
been revoked, sending their saga
spilling into public. It looked, for
a moment, like a window into an
only-in-New York tug of war over
access between a cutting tabloid
and a struggling team.

But McDonald, who has since
taken a new job covering the NFL
for USA Today, also spoke to hu-
man resources, he said. And his
viral tweets pushed former Daily
News employees and former Jets
beat writers to contact higher-ups
at the paper, touching off a wider
inquiry into Mehta’s treatment of
colleagues and competitors on
the beat, according to a person
familiar with the probe.

On Thursday, the Daily News
announced that Mehta had been
removed from the beat. Tribune
Publishing Company, which owns
the Daily News, told The Wash-
ington Post that Mehta is no lon-
ger an employee of the Daily
News. Daily News sports editor
Kyle Wagner and editor in chief
Robert York declined to com-
ment. The Jets did, too.

Mehta said in a statement that
he has “behaved professionally
and ethically throughout my ca-
reer. I've respected my peers and
colleagues, though I've had dis-
agreements with some of them in
the past, as is common in a com-
petitive environment. I'm looking
forward to the opportunities
ahead.”

Presented with specific com-
plaints about his behavior and

{I_' :':
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Former Jets coach Rex Ryan, right, said of beat writer Manish Mehta, center, “He was aggressive. . . . By God, he wanted to get the story.”

coverage, he denied or dismissed
all of them, including McDonald’s
claim that he used his reporting
and mistreated him.

Mehta’s departure and the cir-
cumstances surrounding it raise
questions about where the line is
between sharp-elbowed reporter
and locker-room bully and about
who should police the behavior of
a reporter who breaks big stories
but pushes boundaries and the
people he interacts with to their
limits.

“It wasn’t a normal work situa-
tion,” McDonald said. “I mean, it
was insane.”

Scoops and slams

Mehta arrived at the Daily
News in 2010 from the Newark
Star-Ledger. In New York’s com-
petitive media market, tabloids
such as the New York Post and the
Daily News go toe-to-toe for the
juiciest scoops, and Mehta made
an impact.

He wrote a splashy back-page
cover story in January 2012 about
anonymous Jets teammates criti-
cizing quarterback Mark San-
chez’s work ethic. That fall, Mehta
delivered a bombshell with
anonymous Jets players ripping
quarterback Tim Tebow.

“There was a fear in the organi-
zation that he would get stuff they
didn’t want out,” a national NFL
writer said. “If you look at a lot of
the big Jets stories over the last
decade, he broke a lot of them.”

According to colleagues from
that time, Mehta was a perfect fit
for new editor Colin Myler, a Brit
who previously worked for News
Corp. and had distinctly tabloid
sensibilities.

“Manish became the fair-
haired boy,” a person who worked
there said. “He could do no
wrong.”

Even some Jets employees
viewed Mehta with begrudging
admiration. “He was aggressive,”
Rex Ryan, who coached the Jets
from 2009 to 2014, said in an
interview. “I thought this dude
wanted to win. By God, he wanted
to get the story.”

But there were rumblings
about his reporting methods. Jets
offensive lineman Matt Slauson
was quoted by name in the Tebow
story, but Slauson told The Wash-
ington Post this week that his
interview with Mehta happened
months before the story came out
and that he was complimenting
Tebow’s athleticism when he
spoke to Mehta. Slauson believed
Mehta used his quotes selectively
to portray Tebow as a quarterback
who was nothing but an athlete.

“It was sloppy reporting, and I
had to pay for it and get up in
front of the team to explain it,”
Slauson said. Mehta said he
talked to Slauson a few weeks
before the story ran and quoted
Slauson accurately.

Other players complained to
the Jets, too, convinced Mehta
would be critical of them if they
didn’t cooperate with him. In
2016, kicker Nick Folk told the
Jets that Mehta threatened FolKk’s
wife with bad coverage of him if
she didn’t apologize for criticizing
Mehta on Twitter, according to
people familiar with the incident.
Julianne Folk declined to com-
ment; Mehta said he never threat-
ened bad coverage.

The Jets complained to the Dai-

ly News after the Folk incident. In
an interview, Eric Barrow, then
the Daily News sports editor, said
he spoke to Mehta but did not
discipline him. Before training
camp last year, the Jets expressed
interestin limiting Mehta’s access
by restricting him from conduct-
ing one-on-one interviews. But
after conversations involving the
Daily News, the Jets, the Pro Foot-
ball Writers of America and the
NFL, the team backed off, said
Bob Glauber, a Newsday colum-
nist and the president of the
PFWA.

Mehta’s relationship with the
team deteriorated. He accused
Coach Adam Gase of operating a
burner account to defend himself
on Twitter, only to have Internet
sleuths argue that Mehta himself
could be behind it.

After the season, the Jets
turned to a law firm, Foley &
Lardner LLP, for help. The firm
compiled a dossier, according to
two people who have seen it, that
called out reporting the Jets said
crossed the line from aggressive
to inappropriate, including alle-
gations that Mehta approached
the 11-year-old son of Jets General
Manager Joe Douglas at a base-
ball game and later threatened
Douglas with bad coverage if he
didn’t grant an interview.

The Jets delivered the dossier
to the paper in the summer. NFL
policy says teams can’t bar ac-
credited media’s access “for what
is perceived as ‘unfair coverage’ or
any similar reason.” But the Jets
said it was about his behavior, not
his negative stories. After talking
to Mehta and Jets officials, the
PFWA, which advocates for re-

porters’ access, did not fight the
Jets’ decision.

The paper did. In a written
response, it defended Mehta’s re-
porting, according to a person
who read it. His encounter with
Douglas’s son was innocuous, the
paper said, and in pushing for an
interview he had simply put forth
a recognizable journalism propo-
sition: Talk to me, or I will have to
write what I have.

Mehta defended his reporting
tactics, too. His stories did what
many big-city columnists’ stories
have done over the decades,
grinding axes and nursing grudg-
es. And the Jets, some at the paper
believed, were trying to muzzle
critical coverage.

“Ifhe were not writing negative
things,” one Jets reporter said, “I
find it hard to believe the Jets
would have gone after his creden-
tial”

Investigating the journalist

The paper and team were still
battling over Mehta’s access when
McDonald started tweeting,
transforming a fight about cover-
age into a referendum on Mehta’s
treatment of his fellow reporters.

Daily News editors would not
discuss their investigation. But in
interviews, current and former
Jetsreporters described incidents
involving Mehta that were report-
ed to higher-ups.

In 2011, Jenny Vrentas, then the
Jets reporter for the Star-Ledger,
was conducting a one-on-one in-
terview. In a locker room on a
crowded beat, one-on-ones are
sacred for journalists, arranged
with the team ahead of time or
directly with players. As she saw

Mehta lurking nearby, she asked
Mehta not to encroach.

Afterward, in a hallway outside
the media room, Mehta screamed
at her, according to multiple peo-
ple who were there, cursing re-
peatedly: “F--- you! F--- you! F---
you!” The tirade lasted several
minutes, these people said, and
two other writers had to calm
Mehta down.

“While this incident happened
nearly 10 years ago, it’s still a clear,
and unpleasant, memory,” Vren-
tas wrote in an email. Her editor
raised the issue with the Daily
News that offseason, she con-
firmed, but it’s unclear whether
the paper took action. The Daily
News sports editor from that
time, Teri Thompson, declined to
comment. Mehta denied interfer-
ing with or cursing at Vrentas.

Kimberley Martin, who was
Newsday’s Jets beat writer from
2012 to 2017, said Mehta constant-
ly sent her abrasive messages,
often questioning her reporting
or demanding credit for obvious-
ly available information. She also
reported Mehta’s conduct to her
Newsday editor.

Mehta defended asking for
credit on stories. But the messag-
es stuck with Martin.

“Early on, I was uncomfortable
around him,” she told The Post in
a text message. “And I brought it
to the attention of my sports edi-
tor, who in turn brought it to the
attention of The Daily News.
Where it went from there, who
knows? Clearly nowhere.”

She added: “A lot of people
enabled this guy. And a lot of
people shrugged off questionable
behavior.”

Even inside the Daily News,
some staffers thought Mehta
should have been disciplined in
2014, after he berated a young
colleague at the Jets’ facility for
writing a story Mehta had
planned to write, according to
people familiar with the incident.
The reporter, Seth Walder, de-
clined to comment; Mehta called
the encounter an isolated inci-
dent.

The paper could not afford to
risk losing Mehta, the former
staffers said. The Daily News was
sold in 2017 for just $1 and en-
dured massive layoffs the next
year. Mehta’s big columns could
generate nearly 100,000 page
views, far more interest than
most anything else the sports
staff did.

“It was crucial for us,” one for-
mer sports staffer said.

But McDonald’s tweets trig-
gered an outpouring of concern
from current and former staffers
that the Daily News couldn’t ig-
nore.

Mehta’s last byline in the Daily
News was Nov. 29. On Sunday, the
Jets fell to 0-12 after allowing a
long touchdown pass in the
game’s waning seconds. On Mon-
day, they fired their defensive co-
ordinator. On Tuesday, the Daily
News ran a big Jets spread under
the byline “Daily News Sports
Desk.” On Thursday, Mehta was
gone.

ben.strauss @washpost.com
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After he practices in full,
Giants’ Jones may return

ASSOCIATED PRESS

New York Giants quarterback
Daniel Jones is listed as question-
able for the game against the
Arizona Cardinals on Sunday.

Jones was a full participant in
practice Friday for the first time
since hishamstring injury against
the Cincinnati Bengals on Nov. 29.
The 23-year-old quarterback was
limited during practice Wednes-
day and Thursday.

Backup Colt McCoy started last
weekend in the Giants’ 17-12 win
over the Seattle Seahawks. McCoy
completed 13 of 22 passes for
105 yards and one touchdown
with one interception.

Inside linebacker Blake Marti-
nez, cornerback Darney Holmes
and tackle Matt Peart also are
questionable for New York.

¢ CARDINALS: Arizona ex-
pects to have its top wide receiv-
ers available against New York.

Veteran Larry Fitzgerald was
activated from the covid-19 re-
serve list Wednesday, and all-pro
DeAndre Hopkins (neck/back) is
listed as questionable.

Coach Kliff Kingsbury said
Hopkins was battling “lingering
soreness” but should be “ready to
roll” against the Giants.

Also questionable are lineback-
er Isaiah Simmons, kicker Zane
Gonzalez, running back Kenyan
Drake, linebacker De’Vondre
Campbell and right tackle Kelvin

Beachum. Safety Jalen Thompson
and cornerback Johnathan Jo-
seph are out.

¢ STEELERS: Pittsburgh is
running out of healthy inside line-
backers.

The team placed veteran Vince
Williams on the covid-19 reserve
list, meaning he won’t be avail-
able when the Steelers visit the
surging Buffalo Bills on Sunday
night. And Robert Spillane also is
out after injuring his left knee
Monday against the Washington
Football Team.

Pittsburgh did receive a bit of
good news when center Maurkice
Pouncey was activated from the
covid-19 reserve list.

¢ RAIDERS: Running back
Josh Jacobs, right tackle Trent
Brown and safety Johnathan
Abram are questionable for Sun-
day’s key showdown with the In-
dianapolis Colts.

Coach Jon Gruden said the
three practiced and he will have a
better gauge on their status when
he sees how they feel Saturday.

¢ LIONS: Detroit interviewed
three internal candidates for its
general manager vacancy.

The team announced on Twit-
ter that Kyle O’Brien, Lance New-
mark and Rob Lohman inter-
viewed for the job. O’Brien is the
team’s vice president of player
personnel, Newmark is director
of player personnel, and Lohman
is director of pro scouting.

AARON DOSTER/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Giants quarterback Daniel Jones was limited at practice midweek but had no restrictions Friday.

The Lions fired GM Bob Quinn
late last month along with coach
Matt Patricia.

¢ FALCONS: Wide receiver Ju-
lio Jones will miss his fourth game
of the season because of a linger-
ing hamstring injury.

The team ruled out Jones for
Sunday’s game at the Los Angeles
Chargers after he was held out of
practice all week.

¢ TITANS: Tennessee will be
without starting cornerbacks Bre-
on Borders and Adoree Jackson
against the Jacksonville Jaguars
on Sunday.

Borders didn’t practice all
week because of an injured hip,

and Jackson was limited in prac-
tice all week as he works his way
back from a knee injury.

¢ PACKERS: Tight end Jace
Sternberger was ruled out for
Sunday’s game against the Detroit
Lions because of a concussion.

Sternberger was injured last
weekend during Green Bay’s vic-
tory over the Philadelphia Eagles.

¢ JETS: Winless New York will
be shorthanded Sunday at the
Seattle Seahawks.

Linebacker Jordan Jenkins,
wide receiver Denzel Mims, right
guard Greg Van Roten and safe-
ties Ashtyn Davis and Bennett
Jackson were all ruled out by

Coach Adam Gase. Leading re-
ceiver Jamison Crowder, running
back Frank Gore and offensive
lineman Pat Elflein are listed as
questionable.

¢ COWBOYS: Dallas placed
Cameron Erving on injured re-
serve with a sprained knee, end-
ing the tackle’s season because it’s
his second stint on IR.

Erving, who missed five games
early after he injured aknee in the
opener, went out again on the first
Dallas drive in a loss to Washing-
ton on Thanksgiving.

¢ TEXANS: Houston placed
running back David Johnson on
the covid-19 reserve list.

Washington
won't allow
fans for rest
of season

BY NICKI JHABVALA

The Washington Football
Team announced Friday that it
will not allow fans to attend
games at FedEx Field for the rest
of 2020 because of the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

“We will miss the unbridled
passion of our fan base at FedEx
Field as we take on the Seattle
Seahawks on Dec. 20 and the
Carolina Panthers on Dec. 27, but
we must remain diligent in pro-
tecting our staff, players, fans
and the community as the region
continues its fight against
COVID-19,” the team said in a
statement.

Washington prohibited fans at
the start of the season, but as the
infection rate held steady in
Maryland, it allowed approxi-
mately 3,000 to attend its Week 9
game against the New York Gi-
ants. It has not allowed fans to
attend any games since.

The team’s latest announce-
ment coincides with a wave of
tighter restrictions across the
region; some Maryland jurisdic-
tions, including Prince George’s
County, have shut down indoor
dining, and Virginia has imposed
a statewide curfew.

nickijhabvala@washpost.com
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Three private school leagues
scuttle plans for winter sports

BY M1CHAEL ERRIGO

Three of the Washington area’s
largest private school athletic con-
ferences announced Friday that
they will not hold a winter sports
season in January.

The Independent School
League and the Mid-Atlantic Ath-
letic Conference released similar
statements saying they will not
provide league-sanctioned com-

petition at all this winter, while
the Interstate Athletic Conference
said it will not begin league com-
petition in January and will “reas-
sess conditions in the new year.”
This leaves the door open to
member schools to participate in
some kind of outside competition.
The potential for fall and spring
sports will be reevaluated by the
ISL and the MAC in February.
“The pandemic has created a

need for flexibility for all schools
both academically and athletically;”
the MAC statement reads. “It is our
hope that this decision will provide
that flexibility for schools under
these very difficult circumstances.”
The three leagues comprise
20 private institutions across D.C.,
Maryland and Virginia. They took
a unified approach to athletics in
late July, when the conferences is-
sued statements saying they would
adopt a condensed, second-semes-
ter athletics calendar that would
begin in January. But implied in
that proposal was a wait-and-see
caveat dependent upon the area’s
battle against the coronavirus.

Cases and deaths have spiked
again this month, prompting state
officials to impose increased re-
strictions.

Governing bodies across the
D.C.-area sports landscape are
sending mixed signals about the
viability and safety of holding a
winter sports season in the face of
ever-worsening coronavirus met-
rics.

On Monday morning, the D.C.
State Athletic Association pushed
its winter sports season to Febru-
ary at the earliest. That afternoon,
school districts in Virginia and
Maryland held their first winter
practices. On Tuesday, Prince

George’s County canceled its win-
ter season.

Thursday brought news that
the Virginia High School League
would require all athletes to wear
masks during competition. Excep-
tions will be made for cheerlead-
ing, gymnastics, wrestling, and
swimming and diving.

michael.errigo@washpost.com

Northwest coach steps down

Northwest’s Mike Neubeiser
announced that he is stepping
down as football coach of the Jag-
uars, leaving behind a program he
guided to two Maryland state
championships in nine seasons.

The pandemic, Neubeiser said,
made him aware of the family time
he had been missing while leading
one of the top teams in the state.

“Being home this fall kind of
opened my eyes to how much I've
missed the last 10 years while I've
been a head coach,” said Neubeis-
er, 48, who still plans to teach
physical education at Northwest.
“That kind of opened my eyes a
little bit, like, ‘Wow, I'm not going
to be able to do this forever.’ Not
many people understand how
much of a commitment it is, but
it’s a year-round job. I didn’t want
to miss my kids growing up.”

— Kyle Melnick
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Cincinnati (8-0) at Tulsa (6-1), ccd. (virus) frod vl y 4 Wisconsin 4-12 (Lewis 0-1, Moschkau 3-5, Pospisilova SuOh..... 7570 — 145 +3 34. Mackenzie Hughes 289 $533,348
atL.A.Rams 24, New England 3 Louisiana Monroe (0-10) at Arkansas State (4-7), ccd. (virus) Bile. Rebounds; Villanova 32 (Moore 8), Georgetown 35 0-1, Stauffacher 1-2, Luehring 0-3). Assists: Rutgers 10 Brittany Lincicome 70-75 — 145 +3 35. Joaquin Niemann 281 $760,784
SUNDAY'S GAMES Oklahoma State (6-3) at Baylor (2-6),7 e o e O romlesRict moore )| (Gilles 3), Wisconsin 13 (Pospisilova 5). Rebounds: | Jennifer Song 9768 — 145 43 | 36 Talor Gooch... 280 $798390
Washington vs. San Francisco (-3), 4:25 (in Glendale, Ariz) | Louisiana Tech (5-3) at TCU (5-4), 7 . Georgetown 17. " | Rutgers 33 (Johnson 6-6), Wisconsin 40 (Team 4-11). | Mamiko Higa. 7372 — 145 43 g; $gr?" I'_Y\odgoy - %;g %Zgzggg
Arizona (-1%) at N.Y. Giants, 1 Mississippi (4-4) at Texas A&M (7-1), ppd. (virus) Total fouls: Rutgers 21, Wisconsin 18. BF.Ol?kE‘ Henderson. 7273 — 145 +3 39- C 9 T" I 55 $618,090
Dallas (-34%) at Cincinnati, 1 WEST Minjee Lee- T 1 Tony iU, 7 798,686
Denver at Carolina (-3), 1 Utah (1-2) at Colorado (4-0), noon Del 68 RO BASKETBALL Hamnah reen ol U 3| 41 DocRedman 276 503,903
Houston (-1) at Chicago, 1 Washington (3-1) at Oregon (3-2), ccd. (virus) elaware 65, So Yeon Ryu... 72-73 — 145 +3 | 42.WebbSimpson.. 273 $839,720
Kansas City (-7%) at Miami, 1 Boise State (4-1) at Wyoming (2-3), 6 George Washington 65 Jelissica Korda 7273 — 145 +3 ﬁ-ja{ﬂggﬂggﬂ %Z,é %zggggg
Minnesota at Tampa Bay (-6%), 1 Southern Cal (4-0) at UCLA (3-2), 7:30 . _ Ally Ewing...... 73-72 — 145 +3 ol ; ’
Tennessee (-9) at Jacksonville, 1 lSJtahDStateS(l—S)(ath g)lorg%s(tgatle) (%(—)3), ced. (protest) l(_ielorge Washington s ;; g? _ gg NBA preseason GlVIabdeLene Sagstrom.. ;3;% — ﬁ;g +§ Zlg ég(bf;;glgrr:s'\(/)luh %gi %;8;,2;[21
Indianapolis (-2%) at Las Vegas, 4:05 an Diego State (4-3) at -1), . " e aby Lopez.... 14-71 — * gt - "
NLY. Jots ot Seattle (L), 4% California (1-3) at Washington State (1-2), 10:30 Gearge Washington (1-4) FRIDAY'S RESULTS Yui Kawamoto 7372 - U5 43 | 47.Enilianorilo 25 $461,670
il (e Fresno State (3-2) at New Mexico (1-5), 10:30 attle 4-14 4-4 14, Moyer 1-2 2-2 4, Paar 4-7 2-3 10, New York 90, at Detroit 84 Sayaka Takahashi . 73-72 — 145 +3 48. Sepp Straka.... 240 $493,758
Atlanta (-2%) at L.A. Chargers, 4:25 . Bishop 5-15 2-2 14, Nelson 3-4 0-0 6, Brelsford 2-40-0 5 i i —
. Stanford (2-2) at Oregon State (2-3), 10:30 , e : G Orlando 116, at Atlanta 112 JiYeong Kim 145 +3
Green Bay (-9) at Detroit, 4:25 " ey ! Jack 3-5 0-0 9, Stallings 0-0 0-0 0, Brown 0-0 0-0 0, :
8 . UNLV (0-5) at Hawaii (3-4), 11 Houston 125, at Chicago 104
New Orleans (-7) at Philadelphia, 4:25 Seymour 1-10-0 3. Totals 23-52 10-11 65. LA. Clippers at LA. Lakers, Late MISSED CUT European Tour
Pittsburgh at Buffalo (-14), 820 Rovakouic s 3 1-19,panter 6-122-3 14, Allen4-152:3 | Sactamentoat Prtand,Late Sraay Lang " li 4 | WORLDTOUR CHAMPIONSHIP
MONDAY'S GAME North Texas 45, UTEP 43 12 A3d9’5°n 563 %-1' %&hl\/lfccoy 15 0-0 Az',lAsanoaém 3-05 SATURDAY'S GAMES SMTjZoJ:gn iesonr: - - %ﬁg :3 At Jumeirah Golf Estates; In Dubai
Baltimore (-2%) at Cleveland, 8:15 ’ 2-210, Carr 1-6 0-0 3, Ochefu 1-12-2 5, Arletti 0-10-0 0. Indi (a)Amelia Garvey.. — 146 +4 " 30l 7 In o
' Totals 24-59 10-12 68. ndiana at Cleveland, 7 Eun Hee Ji Z 146 4 Purse: $1.2 million, Yardage: 7,675; Par: 72
WEEK 15 NORTH TEXAS 7 10 14 14-45 . . : ) Oklahoma City at San Antonio, 7 unriee i ..... -
THURSDAY'S GAME UTEP .. 7 14 0 22_43 | Halftime:37-37. Three-point goals: George Washington Toronto at Charlotte, 7 (a)Rose Zhang .. - 146 +4 SECQND ROUN_D
9-18 (Jack 3-5, Battle 2-5, Bishop 2-5, Brelsford 1-1, ; Celine Boutier 146 +4 Patrick Reed, United States........... 70-64 — 134 -10
LA. Chargers at Las Vegas (-3%), 8:20 FIRST QUARTER Seymour 1-1, Paar 0-1), Delaware 10-28 (Anderson 2-3, | Dallas at Milwaukee, 8 Austin Ernst.. = 146 +4 | Matthew Fitzpatrick, England..... 68-68 — 136 -8
SATURDAY, DEC. 19 Asamoah 2-4, Novakovich 2-4, Allen 2-10, Ochefu 1-1, | Memphis at Minnesota, 8 Carlota Ciganda. — 146 +4 Tyrrel Hatton, England 69-68 — 137 -7
1 OEt TEP: Brownholtz 29 run (Baechle kick), 7:24. Carr 1-2, Painter 0-1, McCoy 0-3). Fouled out: Paar. | Denverat Golden State, 8:30 In Gee Chun.... — 146 +4 Laurie Canter, England... S71-66 — 137 -7
Buffalo (-5) at Denver, 4:30 NTX: Deo.Simpson 46 pass from Aune (Mooney kick), Rebounds: George Washington 32 (Moyer 12), Delaware Phoenix at Utah, 9 Nelly Korda.... — 146 +4 Tommy Fleetwood, Engla 6969 — 138 -6
Carolina at Green Bay (-7%), 8:15 2:38. 32 (Painter 12). Assists: George Washington 11 (Bishop . Anne van Dam — 146 +4 Sami Valimaki, Finland .. .69-69 — 138 -6
SUNDAY, DEC. 20 SECOND QUARTER 4), Delaware 14 (Anderson 5). Total fouls: George SUNPAYSGAMES Maria Fernanda Torres . — 146 +4 Lee Westwood, England. "70-68 — 138 -6
el , _ Washington 17, Delaware 13. Washington at Brookiyn, 6 Alena Sharp... — 146 +4 | Branden Grace, South Africa......... 7266 — 138 -6
Seattle (-3%) at Washington, 1 TEP: Hankins 2 run (Baechle kick), 14:23. Orlando at Atlanta, 5 Marianne Ska - — 147 45 Martin Kaymer, Germany, .69-70 — 139 -5
Jacksonville at Baltimore (-11), 1 NTX: Darden 75 pass from Aune (Mooney kick), 14:11. New York at Detroit, 7 (Ca)dAgatgle thilsne - - ﬁ; +g Danny Willett, England 7267 — 139 5
Chicago at Minnesota (-6), 1 NTX: FG Mooney 24, 4:43. Houston at Chicago, 8 ydney Clanton. - *+ Adri Arnaus, Spain ... 7168 — 139 -5
Detroit at Tennessee (-8), 1 TEP: Hankins 7 run (Baechle kick), :43. No. 5 Kansas 95, L.A. Clippers at LgA. Lakers, 8:30 lj\lmg Yalr(1 ------- AT - %ﬁ; :g Robert Macintyre, Scotland .68-72 — 140 -4
Houston at Indianapolis (-6%), 1 THIRD QUARTER Nebraska Omaha 50 Sacramento at Portland, 9 el adsen. A Viktor Hovland, Norway. .71-69 — 140 -4
New England at Miami (-2%), 1 . . Nebraska Omaha 2 28— 50 . Minami Katsu Z 17 4 Victor Perez, France.... . .67-74 — 141 -3
teen (.20 NTX: Darden 32 pass from Aune (Mooney kick), 8:06. . MONDAY'S GAMES . Erik Van Rooyen, South Africa........ 68-73 — 141 -3
San Frandisco (-3%) at Dallas, 1 NTX: Aune 4 run (Mooney kick), 2:04 Kansas -~ 45 50 — 95 ; TeresaLu....... . — 147 45 Henrik Stenson, Sweden 70-71 — 141 -3
Tampa Bay (-2%) at Atlanta, 1 ) re Nebraska Omaha (2-5) Indiana at Cleveland, 6 Patty Tavatanakit. . — 147 +5 Callum Shinkwin Englan"" '70-71 — 141 -3
N.Y. Jets at L.A. Rams (-13%), 4:05 FOURTH QUARTER Pile 2-7 2-2 6, Tut 6-10 2-2 14, Akinwole 2-8 2-2 6, Roe New Orleans at Miami, 7 Emily Kristine Pedersen 7572 — 147 +5 Shaun Norris, South Afri 72469 — 141 -3
Philadelphia at Arizona (-6%), 4:05 TEP: Cowing 28 pass from Brownholtz (Baechle kick), 2-90-0 6, Smith 0-6 0-0 0, Booth 4-8 1-1 11, Hughes 1-5 Toronto at Charlotte, 7 Brittany Altomare 7176 — 147 +5 Thomas Pieters, Belgium 7170 — 141 -3
Kansas City (-3) at New Orleans, 4:25 3 ! 3-4 5, Robinson 0-4 2-2 2, Luedtke 0-0 0-2 0, Evans 0-2 Dallas at Milwaukee, 8 Lexi Thompson...... 74-73 — 147 +5 Adrian Otaequi, Spain 75-66 — 141 -3
y (-3) , 14:21. n N N gul, Sp
Cleveland (-3) at N.Y. Giants, 8:20 NTX: Darden 2 pass from Aune (Mooney kick), 11:49. 0-0 0, Brougham 0-0 0-0 0, Brusseau 0-1 0-0 0, Memphis at Minnesota, 8 Bianca Pagdanganan. J275 — 17 45 Andy Sullivan, England 7171 - 142 -2
2 : . Frickenstein 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 17-62 12-15 50. Ph t Utah, 9 Ryann O'Toole... .73-74 147 +5 C. Bezuidenhout, South Afl 71-71 — 142 -2
NTX: Darden 50 pass from Aune (Mooney kick), 8:40. oenix at Utanh, Py e - Bezuidenhout, Sou Tica .
MONDAY, DEC. 21 TEP: Cowing 17 pass from Brownholtz (T.Thompson | Kansas (6-1) " Yuna Nishimura 37— 18 e Collin Morikawa, United States......72-70 — 142 -2
: g i cinnati, 8 ; ’ McCormack 4-9 3-3 11, Wilson 3-5 2-29, Agbaji 7-100-0 | TUESDAY'S GAMES Pajaree Anannar 7672 — 148 +6 lan Poulter, England... 142 -2
Pittsburgh (-11%) at Cincinnati, 8:15 pass from Brownholtz), 6:32. N , ENg
. i) - 18, Braun 2-6 0-0 5, Garrett 1-5 2-2 5, Thompson 1-8 0-0 i ia, 7: Gerina Piller .. .69-79 — 148 +6 i3 Fi B
TEP: Brownholtz 5 run (Baechle kick), :26. L Boston at Philadelphia, 7:30 . Kalle Samooja, Finland . 142 -2
( )' 3, Grant-Foster 5-103-413, Harris 1-10-0 2, Enaruna 2-7 San Antonio at Houston, 8 Angel Yin....... 7573 — 148 +6 Jazz Janewattananond, Thailand ... 70-73 — 143 -1
North Texas UTEP 0-0 5, Lightfoot 4-5 5-6 14, Muscadin 1-2 0-1 2, Jossell Golden State at Sacramento, 10 Sung Hyun Park .70-78 — 148 +6 George Coetzee, South Africa........ 71-72 — 143 -1
SOCCER First Downs ... 27 | 2-20-05, Teahan 1-10-0 3. Totals 34-71 15-18 95, ' Mirm Lee....... A4~ 8 Matt Wallace, England...... 7271 — 143 -1
Rushes-Yards 56-301 i i . yaka Vvatanai 1L = + i . 76-67 — -
Pacaioy are log | Halftime: Kansas 45-22. Three-point goals: Nebraska- Pornanong Phatlum . "76-73 — 149 +7 Dean Burmester, South Africa 7667 — 143 -1
9 Omaha 4-20 (Booth 2-5, Roe 2-5, Frickenstein 0-1, Tut f : H Joost Luiten, Netherland -71-73 — 144 E
MLS playoffs Comp-Att-Int . 10-264 | (1 Akinwole 0-2, Robinson 0-3, Smith 0-3), Kansas | Knicks 90, Pistons 84 Caroline Masson ... 7178 — 149 47 Marc Warren, Scotland 7272 — 144 E
Return Yards 137 | 155 (Agbaji 46, Jossell 1-1. Lightfoot 1-1, Teahan I-1 (2)Olivia Mehaffey J772 — 149 47 Brandon Stone, South w1371 — 144 E
PLAY-IN ROUND Punts-Avg. . 3390 | Carett 13 Wikiom 12 Enarcantiooy Thompson 1.4, | NEWYORK. .22 26 26 16 — 9 | (2AustonKim.. To78 — 149 47 Scott Jamieson, Scotland .. 7470 — 144 E
EASTERN CONFERENCE Fumbles-Lost . 1-0 Braun 1-5, Grant-Foster 0-3). Rebounds: Nebraska- DETROIT . .18 29 14 23 - 84 Katherine Kirk... 75-74 — 149 +7 Rasmus Hojgaard, Denmark 76-68 — 144 E
FRIDAY, NOV. 20 Penalties-Yards . 1293 | Omaha 29’ (Hughes 6), Kansas 52 (McCormack 11) . 161- 110 Fatima Fernandez Cano 7970 — 149 47 Jamie Donaldson, Wales.... 27075 — 145 +1
+ : X mana ughes 6), Kansas cLormac g NEW YORK: Barrett 7-16 1-2 15, Randle 5-110-311, Noel Xiyu Lin o 76-73 — 149 +7 ¢ N 92 _
at New England 2, Montreal 1 Time Of Possession 35:45 Assists: Nebraska-Omaha 4 (Akinwole, Booth, Hughes, 5-70-2 10, Burks 3-7 0-0 7, Payton 5-11 0-0 10, Bullock Geyorgia i 8163 — 149 +7 Wil Besseling, Netherlands .72-73 — 145 +1
at Nashville SC3, Inter Miami CF 0 Robinson 1), Kansas 18 (Garrett 8). Total fouls: Nebras- 2-30-05, Knox Il 2-6 1-25, Robinson 0-12-2 2, Toppin 4-9 g S 71— Masahiro Kawamura, Japan .72-73 = 145 +1
PASSING . ' - 10PP) Mel Reid..... 7574 — 149 +7 Marcus Kinhult, Sweden 76-69 — 145 +1
FIRST ROUND North Texas: Bean 0-1-0-0. Aune 16-29-0-302 ka-Omaha 18, Kansas 17. géSglglf) %ilgiléina 2-5 2-3'7, Smith Jr. 3-7 0-0 7. Totals Jasmine Suwannapura . 76-73 — 149 +7 Sungjae Im, Korea...... 7570 — 145 +1
EASTERN CONFERENCE UTEP: Brownholtz 10-25-4-196, (Team) 0-1-0-0. Sedndios Saki Asai ... 76-73 — 149 +7 Sean Crocker, United States........... 70-76 — 146 +2
SATURDAY, NOV. 21 (Team) . DETROIT: Grant 1-11 4-4 6, Griffin 3-111-19, Plumlee | Kelly Taf..... BT ks Jorge Campillo, Spain. L7278 — 186 +2
at Orlando City 1, New York City FC 1 (Orlando City | RUSHING No. 8 Creighton 98, 22004 Hayes 2.7 115, Wright 0-30-00,Bey 4-123-4 Meghan MacLaren Toaa = 1o v | Comor Syme Scotiand s 42
d in shootout, 6-5 . Si . 3 2 , Doumbouya 1-2 2-2 4, Jackson 2-8 0-0 4, Mykhailiul obert Rock, England.
eyt S R o T e o oWy 165 fune 52| Nebraska 74 492214, Okafor 2-2 1-1 5, Stewart 1-20-02, Ellington | Avaka Furue.. 7674 = 150 8 | jordan Smith, England 46 +2
TUESDAY, N6V 24 Bean 1-(minus 7) ' ' Nebraska .. W40 34 — 74 1-32-25, Lee 0-00-2 0, McGruder 1-20-0 2, Rose 2-6 6-6 Lala Anai ... 7872 — 150 +8 Joachim B. Hansen, Del 146 +2
ot 5t To. UTEP: Brownholtz 15-114, Hankins 21-90, Awatt 15-83, | Creighton 44 54— og | 10.Totals26-8022-2584. SN i T T R0 18 | Justin Harding, South Africa 16 2
New England 2, ¢ Phiadeiohla Fields 4-10, (Team) 1-(minus 1. " | Nebraska 32) Three-point Goals:New York 5-23 (Bullock -2 Randle 12, | Yuti T 1l | fomlows England... 3
New England 2, at Philadelphia ' . . i Al e e et uliu - + Marcus Armitage, England. 147 +3
Mayen 0-1 2-2 2, Allen 10-20 3-4 26, Banton 3-6 4-6 12, Burks 1-3, Smith Jr. 1-3, Toppin 0-2, Knox Il 0-3, Payton Annie . . — 151 +9 P ! :
WESTERN CONFERENCE RECEIVING McGowens 5-7 2-5 15, Thorbjarnarson 3-5 0-0 8, | 0-3, Barrett 0-4), Detroit 10-39 (Mykhailiuk 4-8, Bey 3-9, | (a)Benedet ' T Gartick Higgo, South Africa ws
SUNDAY, NOV. 22 North Texas: Darden 8-173, Deo.Simpson 4-103, Ogun- Webster 2-8 0-2 5, Ouedraogo 1-3 2-3 4, Stevenson 1-6 Griffin 2-7, Ellington 1-3, Jackson 0-2, Hayes 0-3, Grant Caroline Hedwall . — 151 +9 Thomas Detry, Bel pium U7 3
i i i makin 1-8, R.Burns 1-6, Torrey 1-6, Alberding 1-6. 0-0 2, Piatkowski 0-0 0-0 0, Porter 0-0 0-0 0, Wood 0-1 0-5). Rebounds: New York 54 (Noel, Randle 8), Detroit 41 (a)Caterina Don 77-74 — 151 +9 vetry, belg :
at Sporting KC3, San Jose 3 (Sporting advances in shootout, 3-0) ! i A " erina bol Bernd Wiesberger, Austria 147 +3
at Minnesota United 3, Colorado 0 UTEP: Cowing 5-118, Dawn Jr. 3-66, Garrett 2-12. 0-0 0. Totals 25-57 13-2274. (Griffin 7). Assists: New York 23 (Payton 7), Detroit 17 (a)Emilia Migliaccio.. .74-77 — 151 +9 Gavin Green, Malaysia 148 +4
at Portland 3, Dallas 3, (FC Dallas advances in shootout, 8-7 Creighton (3-1) (Griffin 5). Total Fouls: New York 28, Detroit 18. Morgan Pressel. .73-78 — 151 +9 isher, | +
3 , ( ,8-7) ; € Ross Fisher, England 148 +4
TUESDAY, NOV. 24 Tegsronckl 613 55 25 Nahoney 718 52 20, Kalk Nura fturrioz ... 780 — 15149 | paron Rai, England g 4
: y . . Ee P e Pttt - . (a)Lucie Malchirand.. 75-76 — 151 +9 ¢ ;
at Seattle 3, Los Angeles FC 1 Arizona State 70, Arizona 7 bremner 9 1313 Jones 0007, Mitchell 35007, | Magiic 116, Hawks 112 Nicole Broch Larsen 775 — 152 410 Renato Paratore, Italy i
-0 0-0 0, -10-0 2, -0 0-0 0, Sakura Koiwa 77-75 — 152 +1 $
CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS Davis 0-2 0-0 0, Osmani 0-00-0 0. Totals 38-738-1398. | ORLANDO ... .31 21 35 29 —116 | AnaBelac %676 — 1o 419 | GrantForrest Scotlan 149 45
EASTERN CONFERENCE ARIZON 2 717 e Cre ) - ooint coals: ATLANTA .. B 2 25 35 112 | ()EmmaSpir. 7577 — 152 +10 | iohnCatlin United Sta 149+
SUNDAY, NOV. 29 ARIZON .0 7 0 0-17 Halftime: Creighton 44-40. Three-point goals: Nebraska Els)uka Kashﬁwabara Soo 125 Wilco Nienaber, South Africa . 149 +5
’ ' i 11-26 (McGowens 3-3, Allen 3-6, Thorbjarnarson 2-3, . _91- 73~ i - ol Matthieu Pavon, France. .74-76 — 150 +6
Ntezv anlband 23, I\?t %rlgjlrdg City1 FIRST QUARTER Banton 2-4, Webster 1-5, Mayen 0-1, Wood 0-1, Steven- gl}IAAONlD (l)é,Bl?;ﬂrr]n?e? %_% %ﬁ%tdFounlé 137 i_lzz'l\é,ué??’('ﬁ Reey?ugg P?rk.d. - %gz :g Sam Horsfield, England 77-74 — 151 +7
attolumbus & Rashille ASU: Taylor 100 kickoff return (Zendejas kick), 14:47. Z°{‘00é3)|i cLeéggtR/rl‘.tlﬁ'flol(lzejgaleSkz' 37ff Maho;e[ly 3-42-38, Clark 0-22-2 2, Franks 0-25-8 5, Okeke 3-8 1-2 Jan;?eel\?larignGroeren 876 _ 104 11 Eddie Pepperell, England 7873 — 151 +7
WESTERN CONFERENCE ASU: Trayanum 4 run (Zendejas kick), 14:04. B o Rebaundss Nebraska 36 CAan o), Craaitor, | 9 Teske 0-00-0 0, Anthony 3-10 0-0 7, Bone 1-32:25, | Jagngeun Lee o %975 _ 154 +12
TUESDAY, DEC. 1 ASU: Daniels 20 run (Luckhurst kick), 2:21. Zg\éllgall_(h?—énﬁe?g')‘ Is\.ssiest;?si\leahras(ka f;' ('I?ﬁo:IJe'?rna()rrj Cannady 1-3 0-0 3, Carter-Williams 4-13 24 10, Mane | (3)1 i Ye... 777 Z Toa 12 )
at Seattle 1, Dallas 0 SECOND QUARTER son 3), Creighton 24 (Jefferson, Zegarowski 5),. Total | 0:10-00.Totals42-9220-29116. Amy Yang.. 77-77 — 158 +12 World Golf Ranking
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 2 Uk ) . fouls: Nebraska 15, Creighton 19. ATLANTA: Collins 4-6 5-6 14, Hunter 5-10 6-8 18, Capela (@)Ho-Yu An.. 78-76 — 154 +12 Through Sunday
i i i ASU: White 93 run (Luckhurst kick), 11:45. ) 4-6 0-1 8, Bogdanovic 3-10 2-2 9, Young 2-9 3-4 7, | FridaKinhult. 78-76 — 154 +12 1. Dustin Johnson 12.88
Minnesota United 3, at Sporting KC 0 ASU: P Il'31 f Daniels (Luckhurst kick), A4 N " g A
10_1'5 earsa pass trom Daniels (Luckhurst kick), Gallinari 3-7 7-8 14, Hill 1-2 0-0 3, Huerter 3-11 0-0 8, (cah).N{I_SenKC_OI’DUZ-- 78-76 — %gg +%§ 2. Jon Rahm..... 10.26
CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS o . Troini Fernando 2-74-4 8, Knight 0-10-00, Reddish 4-104-413, ristinaKim .... - + 3. Justin Thomas. 9.38
EASTERN CONFERENCE i e i, 225 :0' t1I11 1"N est \élggmla 62, Goodwin 3100-07, Mays 0-3 34 3. Totals 3492 3441 | Heejeong Lim - 551 742
SUNDAY’S RESULT ' e or exas risten wiliman. : - * ) 7.28
at Columbus 1, New England 0 THIRD QUARTER North Texas w20 21— 50 Three-point Goals: Orlando 12-42 (Fournier 2-5, Okeke gaa;ﬂﬁyJ?VId;;ogum - %gg :ﬂ ? g‘éﬁ?ﬁ l%/llg:iplfaowna"" ;%Z
WESTERN CONFERENCE ASU: White 2 run (Luckhurst kick), 10:28. West Virginia .. w2l 41 — 62 2-5, Vuc_evm 2-7, _Bone 1-2, Ca_nnady 1-2_, Gordon 1:2, (@Ina Kim-Schaad 383 — 136 +14 7. <ollin Morlkawa. s
. X - Bacon 1-3, Fultz 1-3, Anthony 1-4, Clark 0-2, Franks 0-2 :
ASU: White 1 run (Luckhurst kick), 6:29 North Texas (1-3) 4 . v 1-4, / | Kim Kaufman 7879 — 157 +15
MONDAY'S RESULT : e L ; -92- i -50- -163- Carter-Williams 0-4), Atlanta 10-32 (Huerter 2-5, Hunt- o : 9. Patrick Cantlay 6.37
ASU: Hodges 74 pass from Daniels (Luckhurst kick), Bell4-92-212, Z.Simmons 1-50-0 2, Hamlet 6-16 3-3 15, 1 A Maria Fassi 83-74 — 157 +15 10. Tyrrell Hatt 6.20
at Seattle 3, Minnesota United 2 200, ' Ma.McBride 0-0 0-0 0, Reese 0-6 0-0 0, Jones 2-8 3-6 9, er 2-5, Hill 1-2, Goodwin 1-3, Reddish 1-3, Bogdanovic Christine Woli 7780 — 157 +15 i ngrie(k Raeegn 080
LS CUP Murray 1-4 0-0 2, Ousmane 3-3 0-2 6, Lewis 2-4 0-0 4, 1-5, Gallinari 1-5, Young 0-2). Fouled Out: None. Erika Hara 83-78 — 161 +19 12. Brooks Koepks 547
, FOURTH QUARTER J.Simmons 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 19-55 8-13 50. Rebounds: Orlando 49 (Vucevic 11), Atlanta 61 (Capela (a)Alessia Nobilio 6182 — 163 +21 1 qu ISB 0€pka 20
SATURDAY'S MATCH ASU: H N West Virginia (5-1) 14). Assists: Orlando 26 (Gordon 6), Atlanta 20 (Young Saung Yeon Lee.... "J8.85 — 163 +21 - Daniel Berger. -
X : He 1 run (Luckhurst kick), 7:02. . ., eung Yeon Lee. . 14. Matthew Wolff . 4.76
Seattle at Columbus, 8:30 Culver 4-13 2-3d10, Matthews 2-7I 226, Tshlebhwe 0-5 | 6). Total Fouls: Orlando 28, Atlanta 25. (a)Emily Toy.. '88-82 — 170 +28 15. Viktor Hovland NOR 452
Arizona State Arizona 0-0 0, Mi.McBride 2-7 2-3 6, McNeil 5-9 3-3 15, Sherman Mi Jung Hur... .78-78 — WD %, Tommy Fleetwood 432
First Downs ... 18 5-12 2-2 13, Osabuohien 1-3 2-4 4, Bridges 1-1 0-0 2, . - -
English Premier League LT | S U te it arm 00008 | Rockets 125, Bulls 104 1 Ty it
assing ... -U0-00. - " . 19. Hideki 4.2
SUNDAY’S RESULTS Comp-Att-Int . 26-46-3 Halftime: North Texas 29-21. Three-point goals: North HOUSTON .. -37 31 34 23 - 125 MONEY LEADERS 23. Stljiegjzieml?\:ili)./a : 4_2;
Crystal Palace 5, at West Brom 1 Return ¥ ‘fgfds - 3479 | Texas 4-19 (Jones 2-5, Bell 2-6, Z.Simmons 0-1, Murray |~ CHICAGO .26 22 24 32 — 104 | Through Sunday Im Money 21. Louis Oosthuize 409
Leicester 2, at Sheffield United 1 Fumbles-Los 4q | 02 Reese 0-5) West Virginia 3-12 (McNeil 2:3, | HOUSTON: House Jr. 2-5 1-4 7, Tate 2-6 0-0 4, Cousins 10 41187229 22. Matthew Fitzpatrick.. 3.89
at Tottenham 2, Arsenal 0 : ; Sherman 1-6, Matthews 0-1, Mi.McBride 0-2). Re- | 5.71-714, Gordon 7-100-1 16, Wall 6-10 0-0 13, Caboclo 5% 23. Abraham Ancer.. MEX  3.85
at Liverpool 4, Wolverhampton 0 Penalties-vards . 6:62 | bounds: North Texas 30 (z.Simmons 7), West Virginia | 511 2-2 17, Green 5-10 3-4 16, Martin Jr. 0-2 0-0 0 7o SLIBB29 24 paul Casey. 373
pooi P Time Of Possession 27:53 | 47 (Culver 10). Assists: North Texas 7 (Hamlet 3), West | Nwaba 1-5 2-2 4, Wooten 1-3 0-0 3, Wood 0-0 0-0 0. 1 §867,465 | 25 Kevin Kisner . 3,60
MONDAY’S RESULT PASSING Virginia 13 (Mi.McBride 5). Total fouls: North Texas 22, | Clemons 1-8 2-25, Grant 2:2 0-0 6, Jones 1-22-25, | & pastiaiaot %g g%rg%g 26. Jason Kokrak . 3.55
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Arizona State: Daniels 9-11-0-203, Bourguet 1-2-0-24. Totals 43-99 15-21 125. 2 Anael St 1 81137 28. Marc Leishman... 3.38
FRIDAY’S RESULT Arizona: Gunnell 12-17-1-78, Plummer 7-13-0-83, Rodri- - Angela Stantor 2 29. Harris English 3.35
quez 7-16-2-52. CHICAGO: Markkanen 5-8 0-0 13, Porter Jr. 3-6 2-2 9, 8. Jasmine Suwannapura. 15 581,023 30. Ryan Palmer .. 3.27
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Norvell Jr. 0-3 0-0 0, Vonleh 3-4 6-9 12, Williams 5-9 2-2 . Ally Ewing... G 32. Shane Lowry.. 3.17
SATURDAY’S MATCHES Arizona State: White 10-133, Noata 16-60, Trayanum 12, Gafford 2-91-25, Kornet 0-10-00, Hutchison 1-36-8 |  11. Nelly Korda.. 10 553,924 33, Justin Rose. 317
Aston Villa at Wolverhampton, 7:30 a.m. 10-41, Daniels 4-23, He 4-7 'Taylor 2-5 pearsall 1-3 MLB 8, Arcidiacono 1-2 0-0 3, Dotson 0-4 0-0 0, Satoransky 12. Anna Nordqv 12 $521,570 34. Matt Kuchar .. 3.05
West Brom at Newcastle, 10 a.m. ooy i 13, ) , ), Texas Rangers: Re-signed RHP Jimmy Herget to a major 3-53-5 11. Totals 33-80 27-37 104. 13. LydiaKo.. 1 498,426 35. Christiaan Bezuidenhou 3.05
WMan ity at Man United, 12:30 Arizona: Brightwell 17-49, Wiley 9-42, Plummer 3-17, | |aaque contract. Designated RF SCott Heineman for | Three-point Goals: Houston 24-52 (Caboclo 5-, Cousins | g piosy LeWis L #8058 | 56 Gary Woodland.. 298
Chelsea at Everton, Tilford 2-13, Berryhill 1-6, Rodriguez 1-5, Gunnell 3-5. assignment. 3-4, Green 3-6, Grant 2-2, Gordon 2-4, House Jr. 2-4, 16, Carlota Cigi.a"nd 1 148367 ';’;.\T/_lctorvSeredz... ggg
SUNDAY'S MATCHES RECEIVING Los Angeles Dodgers: Named Clayton McCullough first- | Mclemore 2-5, Queen 1-3, Wall 1-3, Wooten 1-3, | 77" maiReid..... 14 $435308 - 119er \roods... g
. . base coach. Agreed to terms with RHPs Brandon | Clemons 1-5 Tate 0-2), Chicago 11-34 (Markkanen 3-5, | 7g"\adelene Sagst U $427329 39.KevinNa ... 294
Sheffield United at Southampton, 7 a.m. Arizona State: J.Wilson 2-50, Pearsall 2-34, Hatch 2-29, Morrow, Jimmy Nelson and Brock Stewart, LHP James | Satoransky 2-3, LaVine 2-4, White 2-4, Arcidiacono 1-2, - Madelene ”395 rom G 40. Bernd Wiesberger . 291
Tottenham at Crystal Palace, 9:15a.m. Bunkley-Shelton 2-24, Hodges 1-74, Ngata 1-16. Pazos and 28 Carlos ASuaje on minar 16ague contracts Porter Jr. 1-3, Williams 0-2, Norvell Jr. 0-3, Carter Jr. %g giglrgilthBauﬁ;i %2 gg%ggg 41. Billy Horschel 2.83
Liverpool at Fulham, 11:30 a.m. Arizona: M.Wright 8-85, Casteel 4-40, Brightwell 3-14, | Milwaukee Brewers: Acquired LHP Leo Crawford from | 0-5)- Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Houston 47 (Caboclo | 51" yaajimi Noh 14 373,569 5 ponpar. a8
Eu}rnhley at ALrs_enaI, 2'125,15 Joiner 3-14, Berryhill 2-21, John 2-15, Cunningham 1-10, | the Los Angeles Dodgers to complete the Dec. 2tradefor | 7), Chicago 56 (Gafford, Vonleh 8). Assists: Houston 26 | 55" jannifar Song 4 $372307 ﬁ Jsoaqplr%Nle_ %g;
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Houston 28, Chicago 19.
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For Recruitment advertisements, go to
washingtonpost.com/recruit or call
202-334-4100 (toll free 1-800-765-3675)

Newspaper Carriers

needed to deliver

The Washington Post

in

D.C., MD and VA area

Excellent part-time income

opportunity!

Transportation required.

Porsche, Jaguar. Highest prices paid - 350 BN NV
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ACURA

ACURA 1999 CL 3.0 COUPE 2 DOOR -
190k miles, fair condition,
needs work. $2,000/0bo.

Call 703-200-0381

BMW

BMW 2011 528i - 96k miles,
dark blue, 1 owner, garaged,
Navigation system, heated front
seats. $11,785. Call 703-217-3974

commercial real estate

PUBLIC NOTICE
Howard University Dialysis
Center LLC intends to submit
to the D.C. State Health Plan-
ning and Development
Agency a letter of intent to
apply for a Certificate of
Need to add six stations to
its dialysis facility located at
2041 Georgia Avenue, NW,
20060. There will be no addi-
tional capital expenditure

related to this project.

rentals

Apartmentshowcase.com

merchandise,
sales, auctions, tickets

washingtonpost.com/
merchandise

To place an ad, go to
washingtonpostads.com or call 202-334-6200

Non-commercial advertisers can now place ads 24/7 by calling 202-334-6200

320 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Roommates

SE - Furnished room, w2w carpet,
CAC/heat, near bus. $250/week.
SPECIAL - utilities included.
202-207-5569 or 202-543-7211

Trindad / Capitol Hill Small Room w/
twin sized bed. $575 Large rm, $750,
inc all utils. Kitchen privileges. Use
of common area. 301-523-4772

MARYLAND

1408 Antiques & Classics

WANTED VINTAGE SPORTS CARS &
CLASSICS - Especially Mercedes,

is convenient.

1-800-753-POST &

include but not be limited to bud-
geting, accounts payable and
receivables, contract tracking, and
grant sulpportlng and applications.

Roommates
&2 Bids & Proposals

LANHAM 1 Ig BR, shared TH, pvt
bath, shared kitch, $850 shared utils.
No overnight guests. 240-535-5226

Ivl. Nr Metro bus. Separate entrance.
695+, 301-717-2996/443-602-031

—————————————————
If only you had home delivery.

Roommates

&= Collectibles

SMALL COLLECTOR PAYS CASH
FOR COINS/COLLECTIONS.
Call Al, 301-807-3266
Will Come to yo

& Firewood

Seasonal Firewood. Treework Avail.
All hardwood, $250 for 1 cord + more
deals. Call for estimate. 703-357-2180

DIR: Little River Tpk, Duncan Dr.
Sat 9-3;Sun 9-1.

WwWw.FOURSALES.com

garage

602

FAIRFAX CO. ANIMAL SERVICES
If you have lost an animal in the
Fairfax County/Washington Metro
area: Please call the Fairfax Co.
Animal Shelter at 703-830-1100 or
online for found animals at
fairfaxcounty.gov/animalshelter

HOWARD CO. ANIMAL CONTROL
If you have lost an animal in the
Howard County/Washington Metro
area: Please call Howard Co.
Animal Control at 410-313-2780

MONTGOMERY CO. ANIMAL SHELTER
If you have lost an animal in the
Washington Metro area: Please call
the Montgomery Co. Animal Shelter

at 240-773-5960 or online for found
animals at www.mchumane.org

B Dogs for Sale

FRENCH BULLDOG PUPS
AKC. Males. 4.5 months old.
$3,000 - $3,500.

Call 410-608-6537

o
ge -

Trustee Sales

dogs, cats, birds, fish

washingtonpost.com/

pets

Legal Notices: 202-334-7007

Biz Ops/Services: 202-334-5787

G Dogs for Sale

GOLDEN RETREIVER PUPS - Beautiful,
pure bred, light golden, golden, fox
red. Parents on site. Avail January
24. $950. Call Jeffrey 804-221-5485

YORKIE MIX PUPPIES - Beautiful &
healthy, male, awesome Christmas
present for a loved one. $975.
Call 240-817-4328

YORKSHIRE TERRIERS for the holi-

620

HIMALAYAN KITTENS CFA Reg.
Loving, playful little flame point,
torti and seal points. Litter trained.
10 weeks old. $800 each.

Call 540-858-3392

Adopt a cat/kitten $V

Sun 1-4. Sterling Petco.
www.fourpaws.org

202-334-57/82

mypublicnotices.com/

washingtonpost/
PublicNotice.asp

Auctions, Estate Sales, Furniture: 202-334-7029

5

Trouble
swallowing...
wapo.st/medicalmysteries §

-t Retropolis
The past, rediscovered
wpost.com/retropolis

50365 1cx5

Did you hear The Post today?

Washington Post podcasts go with you everywhere

Yc hav DPA will be considering multiple _ - _ Need a Quality Sale?  703-256-8300 itice » History » .
What's for 01111; too, Eoll}ld ave contracts for this work.Proposals 1-800-753-POST ¢ Quality 571-434-6562 Cfck34517 Politics = History = Culture = More
dinner? ome delivery. are due no later than December GOLDENDOODLES - F1B, M/F. $1250.

wpost.com/recipes

30316 1oxf

1-800-753-POST o

Take The Post for a run.
wpost.com/podcasts

15th, 2020. For the full RFP, please
email operations@digitalpioneer-
sacademy.org

o\ He couldn’t chew...
\wapo.st/medicalmysteries
Q 5

Ask me about home delivery!
1-800-753-POST ¢

1st shots, dewormed, dew claws
removed. Avail 1/9/21.
Call 540-209-0350.

He couldn’t chew...
wapo.st/medicalmysteries

wpost.com/podcasts

0264 1cx25

S0462 1

0462 1cx25

umbrella or sunscreen?

Stay one step ahead of the weather with the

Capital Weather Gang

washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang

@capitalweather

Washington Post newsletters deliver more of what you're looking for.
Discover and subscribe for free at washingtonpost.com/newsletters
50114 10x3
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WHERE WE LIVE: LINCOLN PARK HOUSE OF THE WEEK BUYING NEW

History, affordability and open space have drawn Victorian in D.C.’s Logan Jessup, Md., properties
residents to this Montgomery County enclave. 2 Circle for $3.38 million. 4 starting at $570K. s

JENNIFER HUGHES PHOTOGRAPHY

2.01%

Loan rates stay steady. 10




i Where We Live Lincoln Park in Rockville
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Tradition,

growth in

a historic
enclave

Diverse and affordable
community has roots in
a Union veteran’s vision

BY SUSAN STRAIGHT

The Lincoln Park neighbor-
hood of Rockville has a long
history, dating to 1891.

According to the city of Rock-
ville and the Montgomery County
Historic Preservation, that was
the year when Union veteran
William Wallace Welsh started
selling quarter-acre lots to aspir-
ing Black homeowners for $80
each. Welsh ran the neighbor-
hood’s general store for more
than 40 years, often employing
Lincoln Park residents.

With few other options for
homeownership at that time,
Black citizens could embark on
their own American Dream in
Lincoln Park. Many of them were
formerly enslaved, and for most,
it was their first house.

There is still at least one resi-
dent who is descended from origi-
nal owners, according to Lincoln
Park Civic Association President
Alexandra Dace Denito. (That
resident, who asked that her
name not be used, declined to
comment for this article). In addi-
tion to the longtime residents,
there are also newcomers who are
making Lincoln Park their home.

“Lincoln Park is home. It’s a
historic African American neigh-
borhood but it is more mixed
than the rest of Rockville,” she
added. “As a Creole, it was impor-
tant to me to raise my children in
aplace that looked like the place I
grew up in [Reunion Island, in
the Indian Ocean off East Africa].
We bought our home in 2007.
What I like about the neighbor-
hood, once we chose it, we did not
regret it: the people, longtime
residents greeted my family with
open arms. So, I am giving back
by volunteering in the civic asso-
ciation.”

Denito, who has a PhD in
molecular endocrinology, first
came to Rockville in the late
1990s for a job at the National
Institutes of Health, but found “a
home, a family and much more,”
she said. She bought a three-level
townhouse that was constructed
in 2007.

As vice president and now
president of the civic association,

L
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FROM TOP: A house in Lincoln Park, where housing styles vary. A
walkway in Memory Walk Park, one of many parks in the area.
Pamela Hawkins-Coles, 55, plants flowers in front of an apartment
building. She said she was born in the neighborhood and lived in
the house in the background when she was a child. “I love my
neighborhood,” she said. “It’s peaceful and quiet.”

Denito has worked on such
neighborhood issues as school
bus transportation, sidewalk re-
pairs and the Lincoln Park His-
toric District Plan, which, she
said, aims “to save and preserve
what we can, while promoting
economic development and op-
portunities around our neighbor-
hood.”
Architectural

styles: Resi-

“It’s a fairly affordable
area to live when
considering Rockville as
a whole.”

Katie Ostrowski, who with her
partner moved to the area in January

dents continue to take pride in
Lincoln Park’s history, even as the
neighborhood has evolved over
the years, with a friendly vibe,
historic architecture and plenty
of green spaces.

Katie Ostrowski, her partner,
Jackson Wilde, and their three
dogs moved to Lincoln Park in
January of this year. They are
renting a Cape Cod built in the
late 1920s. The community has a
variety of housing styles, from
two- and three-story garden-style
apartment buildings to luxury
townhouses, to single-family
homes on large lots. Home styles
include Cape Cod, rambler, con-
temporary, farmhouse and more.

Ostrowski said she and Wilde
have found the neighborhood to
be welcoming. “Our favorite fea-
ture of Lincoln Park is the peo-
ple,” she said.

Ostrowski, a real estate agent
with the Rockville Real Estate
Exchange, said that her experi-
ence of living in the neighbor-
hood has been affected by social
distancing, but hasn’t diminished
her experience. “Though covid
has put a bit of a damper on
in-person activities, we’ve gotten
to know our neighbors via over-
the-fence chats and friendly
waves from the porch,” she said.

Another selling point is the
neighborhood’s relatively reason-
able prices. “It’s a fairly affordable
area to live when considering
Rockville as a whole,” said Os-
trowski. “The size of our lot is
substantial, especially compared
to other neighborhoods in Rock-
ville. Having such a large, fenced-
in yard makes it a wonderful
place to play fetch with our dogs
and hone our gardening skills.”

There’s also plenty of green
space in the neighborhood. The
6.7-acre Isreal Park has tennis
courts, basketball courts, a
baseball/softball diamond, play-
ground equipment, picnic tables
and more. It’s adjacent to the
Lincoln Park Community Center,
one of the hubs of the neighbor-
hood.

Built in 1970, the 12,500-
square-foot Lincoln Park Com-
munity Center hosts community
meetings, gatherings, special
events and more. The community
plans to celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the center with an
event in the Peerless Rockville/
Glenview Mansion Speaker Se-
ries (currently online because of
the coronavirus pandemic). Orga-
nizers plan to share the history of
the center’s development, and
residents have been asked to
share their memories of its role in
their lives.

Living there: The neighbor-
hood is bordered by Ashley Av-
enue to the north, North Horners
Lane to the east, Lincoln Avenue
to the south and North Ston-
estreet Avenue to the west, ac-
cording to the city.
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There are three homes (de-
tached and townhouse) for sale in
the Lincoln Park/Legacy at Lin-
coln Park neighborhood. They
range from a detached rambler
with five bedrooms and three
bathrooms for $460,000 to a
newly renovated three-bedroom,
two-bathroom detached home
listed for $409,900, Ostrowski
said.

In the past 12 months, 13 sin-
gle-family homes and townhous-
es have sold, ranging from a lot
with rehabilitation potential for
$24:0,000 to a Colonial with seven
bedrooms and five bathrooms for
$725,000. The average price of
homes sold last year was approxi-
mately $401,000.

Schools: Beall and College
Gardens Elementary, Julius West
Middle and Richard Montgomery
High.

Transit: For commuting, the
Rockville Metro station is in easy
walking distance — a half-mile or
less — from the southern half of
the neighborhood. Even from the
northernmost street, it’s just a
mile to the Metro and to the
still-growing Rockville Town Cen-
ter and its many businesses and
restaurants. Many errands can be
done on foot.

The Rockville MARC/Amtrak
Station and the Rockville Metro
station on the Red Line Metrorail,
also served by several bus routes,
are less than a half-mile from the
south end of the neighborhood.
Ride On buses run through or
around the neighborhood. Hun-
gerford Drive (Rockville Pike) is
just west of the neighborhood,
Interstate 270 is 1% miles to the
west and Veirs Mill Road is about
a mile to the south. The Rockville
Civic Center is about a mile east of
Lincoln Park.

realestate @washpost.com



Fit for a chef

P BrandStudio

CONTENT FROM VAN METRE HOMES

Today’s residential kitchens make cooking comfortable and efficient—and create a
central gathering space that homeowners can enjoy.

By WP BrandStudio

The majority of kitchen designer Georgia
Economakis’s clients say that the kitchen is the
most important room in their home. Regardless
of their culinary prowess, she said, they want
kitchens that allow them to socialize, entertain
and cook in one seamless environment that
facilitates free movement and interaction.

One of the best ways to achieve that kind of
environment is through a chef-inspired kitchen,
which combines restaurant-quality features that
allow for top-notch cooking with the practical
design elements of a central gathering space.

“Chef-inspired kitchens are super functional, as
well as comfortable, so you enjoy the time you're
spending there,” said chef and restaurateur Spike
Mendelsohn, who designs kitchens for properties
made by Van Metre Homes.

No two chef-inspired kitchens are the same, but
almost all of them have high-end appliances,
such as premium quality refrigerators that ensure
food stays fresh; gas ranges that give home chefs
maximum control over cooking temperatures; and
double-stacked ovens that are higher “so you're
not constantly bending over to look at what’s
going on,” Mendelsohn said.

Chef-inspired pantries are changing the game, as
well. They’re usually walk-in spaces that give home
cooks a second area to store food, marinate a cut
of meat, chop vegetables and prepare the first
few courses of a meal. It's a concept inspired by
commercial kitchen layouts, which have a “prep
area” where food is cooked and an “execution area”
for adding finishing touches, Mendelsohn said.

The layout of a chef-inspired kitchen is designed to
ensure efficiency and ease of movement through
the space, as well. Economakis consults her
clients before starting a project to learn how many

people live in their home and how they plan to
use the kitchen. This helps her understand what
items need to be most accessible and how much
traffic the kitchen is likely to get and coordinate
the room accordingly.

And while a full-fledged chef-inspired kitchen is
nice to have, many homeowners don’t need every
single state-of-the-art feature available. To give
homeowners the cooking space they really want,
kitchen designers and brands like Van Metre
Homes can add and subtract features where it
makes sense.

“You can [mix and match] pieces of the chef-
inspired kitchen and come up with something
unique,” said Glenn Forester, Vice President of
Marketing at Van Metre Homes.

Chef-inspired kitchens have been around for a
while but have recently become more popular

to accommodate Americans’ growing interest in
making food at home. And with people staying
home more in recent months, they're buying
more groceries and cooking more frequently for
themselves—a behavior pattern some experts
think will continue even after restaurants become
accessible again.

Still, chef-inspired kitchens are a good fit for
people whose culinary habits haven’'t changed
recently, because they’re about more than
preparing meals. High-end kitchens can
dramatically improve a home’s property value,
Economakis said, and homeowners often recoup
money they’ve put into their kitchens (and then
some). An investment in stainless-steel appliances,
for instance, has an average return of 141%.

Beyond enhancing property value, chef-inspired
kitchens can improve the quality of time people
are spending at home. These days, families are
staying an average of over 13 years in a single
home, so they should be able to savor that time as
much as possible.

After all, Economakis said, “the kitchen is the
heart of the home.”

Learn more at
vanmetrehomes.com/spikedkitchens

Van

THIS CONTENT IS DEVELOPED AND PAID FOR BY
VAN METRE HOMES. THE WASHINGTON POST NEWSROOM
IS NOT INVOLVED IN THE CREATION OF THIS CONTENT.
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House of the Week

A Viclorian-style D.C. house that’s still a house

BY MICHELE LERNER

Large Victorian-style houses in
D.C. are frequently converted to
condominiums rather than re-
stored and renovated as
single-family homes.

But when Tarique Jawed, prin-
cipal of Lot Squared Develop-
ment, purchased the sin-
gle-family house at 1826 12th St.
NW in the Logan Circle area, he
couldn’t bring himself to follow
through on his plan to create two
condos in the space.

“We love to build beautiful
things, and sometimes it’s not
economically the smartest deci-
sion,” Jawed says. “We probably
had 20 different design options
for the space, but we took a
gamble on this to design a luxuri-
ous single-family home.”

Built in 1906, the house — at
12th and T streets NW and listed
at $3.38 million — has a distinc-
tive turret that required special
restoration.

“Some of the brick was failing
around the turret, and there was
some water damage inside from
deferred maintenance,” says
Charles Warren, a principal and
co-founder of Teass\Warren Ar-
chitects, which designed the
house’s new interior. “We worked
with the Historic Preservation
Review Board to follow their
guidelines when we put in new
windows, repointed the bricks
and took off an old addition from
the back of the house.”

The renovated interior’s mod-
ern features were chosen to com-
plement original elements of the
house.

“We wanted the interior to
have a clean and modern layout
yet also have a traditional feel
with the elegant proportional
windows, kind of a ‘soft modern’
approach,” Warren says. “For in-
stance, the staircase is a little
more ornate than in some con-
temporary homes, but not overly
50.”

The staircase is in the middle
of the house, behind the front
door, and Warren says the design
team wanted it to be a “core
element, which gave us the op-
portunity to do something inter-
esting and sculptural and then
radiate the spaces out from the
core.”

Warren and Jawed worked
with interior designer Evelyn
Pierce, owner of the Evelyn Pierce
Design Studio, and consulted
with real estate agents Nancy
Taylor Bubes and Matt Ackland
throughout the renovation.
Pierce designed an aesthetically
pleasing oval-shaped balustrade
for the stairs. The house has four
levels, including the basement,

™

‘\

k= L:/
‘J
b [[]1[

PHOTOS BY LAURA METZLER PHOTOGRAPHY

ABOVE: The living room in the Victorian-style house at 12th and T streets NW in D.C. BELOW: Built in 1906, it features a turret, among
other period touches. A plan to turn it into two condos was rejected in favor of its renovation as a single-family home.
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and the developers added an
elevator to help future owners
age in place.

Among the choices that Jawed
says were a little risky is the
layout of the kitchen, a modern
space that’s clearly defined rather
than completely open to the liv-
ing areas. The kitchen also has an
accordion-style glass door that
can be fully opened to the out-
doors.

“We installed white oak cabi-
nets to match the white oak floor

and meticulously designed the
kitchen for entertaining,” Jawed
says. “For instance, one of the
cabinet doors can be pushed back
so it becomes a bar, and the wine
column [refrigerator] includes a
freezer, so you have a second
ice-maker.”

The living room and dining
area are in the front of the house
to take advantage of the rounded
turret rooms, Warren says, with
thekitchen in the back. The living
room fireplace is set into a floor-

to-ceiling marble wall flanked by
built-in bookcases, a modern evo-
cation of a traditional library,
Warren says.

“We also decided to make one
entire floor the master suite, so it
has four closets and three win-
dows in the bathroom,” he says.

On all levels, the house has
ceilings that are at least nine feet
high, but the basement doesn’t
get as much natural light as the
three levels above it. That was a
factor in the decision to renovate
the 4,200-square-foot house as a
single residence instead of a pair
of condos.

“We set up the basement with
an open TV room that has a wet
bar, extra storage and a guest
room with a full bath, plus we
connected it to the rest of the
house with the elevator so it’s
more functional,” says Jawed.

The redesign of the house add-
ed a roof deck, a smaller deck, a
side yard and a secured, paved
parking space that can be used
for outdoor entertaining.

“All the exterior features of the
house, including the doors and
windows and the roof deck, had
to be approved by the Historic
Preservation Review Board,”

1826 12TH ST. NW, WASHINGTON
$3.38 million

Features: The four-level single-
family house has four bedrooms,
six bathrooms, an elevator, a
fireplace, a roof terrace and a
secured parking area that can be
used as outdoor living space.

Approximate square-footage:
4,200

Lot size: 0.03 acre

Listing agents: Matt Ackland and
Nancy Taylor Bubes, Washington
Fine Properties

Jawed says. “The roof deck
couldn’t be visible from the
street, so that required us to
make it a little smaller than
planned.”

Warren says that, while explor-
ing the house, he climbed to the
roof and instantly knew that he
wanted to create additional out-
door space there, despite the
need to carve a connection to the
interior.

“That was one of the bigger
challenges of this project, but it
was worth it to get these amazing
city views,” says Warren.

realestate @washpost.com
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(8-house community takes root in Jessup

BY SCOTT SOWERS

Home buyers looking for a community of
new houses with classic styling might want
to check out Magnolia Creek in Anne Arun-
del County. Beazer Homes is just getting
started on a community of 78 single-family
houses in Jessup.

The development’s location is a major
draw, according to Chance Hall, vice presi-
dent for sales at Beazer. “Whether the buy-
ers work locally, in Baltimore or Washing-
ton, D.C.,” Hall said, “they have easy travel
commutes and are located in a quiet, se-
cluded enclave of homes that is minutes
from shopping, dining and recreational
life.”

Magnolia Creek offers two-story houses
ranging from 2,248 to 4,629 square feet. The
design options begin with six house plans,
or styles, with three to six bedrooms and
three to five bathrooms. Base prices range
from $569,990 to $651,990. All the houses
come standard with unfinished basements
and two-car garages. Finished basements
and three-car garages are options.

Beazer gives buyers a choice of facades
and other exterior features.

“For each plan, buyers will have three
unique exterior options,” Hall said. “The
community was designed with both tradi-
tional and Arts and Crafts architectural
styles.. . . Design details between each exte-
rior vary, from porch sizes to window styles
and even garage doors.”

He added: “Each exterior was thought-
fully designed to maintain continuity
throughout the community, while allowing
buyers to make choices that reflect their
sense of style.”

Beazer also allows buyers to make chang-
es to the interior layout for no additional
cost. “Buyers can choose room-specific lay-
outs to create their ideal living space,” Hall
said. “Some buyers prefer a kitchen that
welcomes entertaining around a spacious
island, while others prefer an eat-in kitchen
with space for a dining table.”

Options available at additional cost in-
clude more bedrooms and bathrooms.

Hall said the McKinley, one of the six

MAGNOLIA CREEK
2305 Terrapin Crossing, Jessup, Md.

A total of 78 two-story, single-family houses
are planned. Four are under construction,
and 12 are sold or under contract. Base
prices range from $569,990 for a 2,248-
square-foot house to $651,990 for a 3,505~
square-foot house.

Builder: Beazer Homes

Features: Granite countertops, 42-inch
maple cabinets and stainless-steel
appliances are standard in the kitchens.
Mudrooms are equipped with benches.
Standard flooring is laminate. A two-car
garage is standard; a three-car garage is an
option. An unfinished basement is standard;
a finished basement is an option.

Bedrooms/Bathrooms: 3t0 6/ 3to 5
Square-footage: 2,248 to 4,629

Contact: For more information or to arrange
a tour, call Jillian Crissafulli at 410-656-2084.

PHOTOS BY BENJAMIN C TANKERSLEY FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

ABOVE: The great room in a model home at Magnolia Creek in Jessup, where Beazer Homes plans to build a community of 78
single-family houses. BELOW: The basement rec room in the model home. The finished basement is an optional upgrade.

house plans, is emerging as a popular
choice. Although the McKinley is a
two-story house, it offers single-level living,
with the primary bedroom suite on the first
floor, along with the laundry facilities, the
kitchen, the dining room, the great room
and a mud room.

Hall said Beazer pays attention to
energy-efficiency and information technol-

ogy. Its houses come with Energy Star-rated
appliances, and they are wired for Internet
connectivity at no additional cost.

Nearby: Arundel Mills mall and the
Maryland Live casino are about 10 minutes
away by car. The community is also within
20 minutes of Fort Meade and the National
Security Agency.

Schools: Cedar Knoll Elementary, Boll-

man Bridge Elementary, MacArthur Mid-
dle, Meade Middle and Meade Senior High
Transit: The community is near
Baltimore-Washington Parkway (Route
295)and Routes 1and 32 (which connects to
Interstate 95). The MARC commuter rail
service’s Camden Line, which runs between
Baltimore and D.C., has a stop in Jessup.
realestate@washpost.com
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A neglected

property
undergoes a
modern revival

A collaboration among architects and designers
results in a renaissance of an ‘overgrown disaster’

BY SCOTT SOWERS

Scott Satin, his wife Marilyn Kitzes and son Gabriel, 15, al-
ready had a comfortable traditional residence in the Chevy
Chase neighborhood in Northwest Washington, where
they had lived in for 11 years. But the homeowners were
interested in something more modern. Y Kitzes, a 52-year-
old freelance copywriter, was visiting friends nearby and
expressing frustration about finding a mid-century home
without having to leave the neighborhood. “A friend of
mine said, ‘Have you seen the one across the alley?’ ” says
Kitzes. 9 A walk across the alley revealed an “overgrown
disaster,” says Satin, 53, who studied architecture before
taking a career turn into pharmaceutical research. Still, he
saw potential hiding in the house beyond the foliage. T “I
had never seen it before. The problem with all the colo-
nial-style homes is they are a bunch of little boxes inside,”
he says. “This was something we could blow wide open. It
wasn’t designed by an architect and was different than ev-
ery other house on the block.”

SEE HOME ON T8

iy




PHOTOS BY JENNIFER HU’GHES PHOTOGRAPHY

Scott Satin and his wife, Marilyn Kitzes, renovated this Chevy Chase home that was built in 1962. The
outdoor amenities, left, include a patio and a screened-in porch. The living area, top right, is open to
the kitchen and offers views and access to the backyard. The kitchen, above, makes use of clean, simple
lines. The cabinets are finished in a two-tone mix of gray base models and walnut veneered uppers.
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A forgotten house is resurrected as a mid-century modern gem

HOME FROM T6

The 2,340-square-foot, 1962
vintage home was custom built
by a Greek engineer who died
leaving no family. He left the
home to friends who had been
watching over it for the four years
since he passed away. Kitzes and
Satin entered the picture in 2015
and began an investigation.

“It was not on the market,” says
Kitzes. “It was being overseen by
the executor of the will.  knocked
on a few doors to see who was in
charge of the house. I got a
woman’s number, I told her who
we were and asked if she would
let us in and take a look.”

The walk-through was discon-
certing. The 4%-bedroom, 4%-
bath house had never been
cleaned out after the original
owner died. “It was filled com-
pletely, top to bottom with per-
sonal effects,” says Kitzes. “Every-
thing from china, college diplo-
mas, family photos, passports,
unused medications, it was wild.”

Undeterred, the family made
the executor an as-is offer of
$645,000 in April 2015, which
was accepted. “She wasn’t hold-
ing the house until we sold ours
and we didn’t ask her. We jumped
on it says Kitzes. “We were
paying the mortgage on two
houses for a long time.”

Although the new purchase
was livable aside from the con-
tents, the family set sail for a total
renovation. Satin teamed up with
architect David Thompson, prin-
cipal at Assembledge+, based in
Los Angeles. The two men knew
each other from architecture
school and Satin helped Thomp-
son launch the firm before
changing careers. A 72-hour, cof-
fee-fueled design charrette — an
intense period of design or plan-
ning activity — in Chevy Chase
resulted in a 3-D model of what
the new house would become.
But the homeowners needed
somebody local to provide con-
struction drawings and run the
job.

The couple interviewed four
other architects before a referral
from a friend led them to VW
Fowlkes, a principal at the hus-
band-and-wife-run Fowlkes Stu-
dio based near Dupont Circle in
D.C.

Fowlkes, 47, was not put off by
the prospect of a three-way de-
sign collaboration and was in-
trigued by a house that didn't
quite fit with its surroundings. “I
often tell clients there are three
types of houses in D.C. and this is
not one of them,” he says. “This
house had been considered a
neighborhood ugly duckling.”

A respectable clean-out was

RN B N~
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SCOTT SATIN

The 1962 house, pictured before the renovation, had never been cleaned out after the original owner died. But Scott Satin and Marilyn
Kitzes saw potential. The design team added some curb appeal by installing a clerestory window and a new door bordered by more glass.

arranged via sales to furniture
dealers and charity giveaways.
The new owners kept a piece of
sculpture and a buffet. Fowlkes
scored the dining room table that
now serves as an architectural
conference area in his office.
Everything else went without the
need of a dumpster.

Over the next 18 months, the
interior was gutted to the joists
that separated the two floors of
the building. The original stair-
case was removed and a new one
was built in the middle of the
house. The first level was recon-
figured to hold a dining room,
kitchen, great room, powder
room and a small office.

The basement got a bedroom,
full bath, TV room, laundry room
and storage. An attached but
unused one-car garage became a
home gym. There’s a guest bed-
room upstairs, and what could be
a second bedroom serves as an
office. One bedroom and bath
were eliminated with the cap-
tured space plowed into a master
suite.

After a year and a half of
design and construction, the new
home was livable but not exactly
finished.

“We had one working bath-
room,” says Kitzes. “It was still a
construction site for six more
months. Then we had to take an

emotional and financial break.
We waited almost a year, before
we did the landscaping.”

The landscaping also included
a screened-in back porch, a patio
and a second-level deck that at-
taches to the master bedroom via
a skybridge. Phase 2 started in
September 2017 and was com-
pleted in March 2019.

From the street the home ap-
pears church-like with a centrally
pitched roof. The design team
opened up what used to be two
small windows and two odd-
shaped openings framed with
wood by installing a clerestory
window and a new door bordered
by more glass. The red brick
exterior was dyed charcoal,
which caused one of the neigh-
bors to remark about a “getting-
used-to” period of acceptance.

The central stairway provides
privacy by restricting views
straight through the house. To
the left there’s a charming pow-
der room with an accent wall
covered by tile made from wine
corks. Beyond that is a compact
home office.

To the right of the entrance lies
the dining room, complete with a
Saarinen-influenced tulip table
and the scavenged mid-century
buffet. Floor-to-ceiling windows
were carved into the space to
bring in natural light. The dining

room is separated from the kitch-
en by a line of cabinets that don’t
extend to the wall, providing
another opportunity to add more
light. The cabinets also hide duct-
work.

The kitchen is a subtle study of
clean, simple lines. Flooring on
the first floor is white oak fin-
ished in a natural matte shade.
The cabinets were locally sourced
from Ferris Custom Cabinetry in
Northeast Washington and are
finished in a two-tone mix of gray
base models and walnut ve-
neered uppers.

“We didn't want to have things
too matchy-match,” says Fowlkes.
“We wanted to celebrate the fact
that they were carried in — like
furniture.”

The countertops and island
top are manufactured quartz. All
the appliances are Thermador
and the backsplash is brick tile
that reads as solid white brick.

In keeping with all things
modern, the floor plan between
the kitchen and the great room is
open. There's also easy access to
the outdoor entertaining spaces
and more oversized windows
looking out to the sculptured
backyard. The backyard was
opened up as the design team slid
in a stairway that connects the
patio and screened porch with
the greenery below.

Upstairs, the master suite is
configured on the rear wall of the
house. The master bedroom fea-
tures an accent wall covered with
grass-cloth wallpaper from the
Phillip Jeffries collection.

A large walk-in closet appears
on the way to the master bath
where Kitzes had a wish come
true in the form of a Badeloft
soaking tub. “I hadn’t had a
proper bathtub in years,” she
says.

There's a separate powder
room, an oversized shower, a
dual custom vanity, also pro-
duced by Ferris and an off-white,
manufactured quartz top.

The homeowners declined to
put a price on the renovation
cost, but Satin did offer some
insight on where they are — big
picture. “Real estate agents
around here are telling us we are
significantly ahead,” he says. “We
didn't end up underwater.”

Satin sweated getting the win-
dows right and his favorite part
of the house is the upper deck
that connects to the master suite.

For Kitzes, it's all about loca-
tion. “It's having this house in
this neighborhood, a modern
house in an old-fashioned neigh-
borhood. The house was always
odd from the beginning. It was an
oddball house that we improved.”

realestate @washpost.com
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Post’s Real Estate section. several freelancers win 5 honors

BY V. DioN HAYNES

The Washington Post’s Real Es-
tate section and several of its
freelance writers won five awards
of excellence in a national jour-
nalism competition.

For the second year in a row,
The Post won a second-place
award for best real estate section
in the National Association of
Real Estate Editors’ (NAREE)
journalism contest. The awards
were announced Wednesday
night on the first day of the or-
ganization’s two-day virtual con-
ference.

The Real Estate section was
awarded for a May 1, 2019, special
section, edited by Kathy Orton,
focusing on selling a home.

Here’s what the judges, a panel
from Northwestern University’s
Medill journalism school, said:
“The service stories in The Post’s
real estate section — devoted sole-
ly to selling a house in this issue —
arefirstrate. In fact, reading them
could save readers tens of thou-
sands of dollars. This section of-
fered tips about what not to do
when selling a home and a charti-
cle on which home improvements
to spring for and which ones to
skip. (Hint: spring for the new
garage door.) The Post section
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The Washington Post won a second-place award for best real estate
section in a National Association of Real Estate Editors’ journalism
contest. The Post was commended for coverage on how to sell a
house, interior design and the decline of Black homeownership.

exemplifies the best in giving
readers practical advice.”
Freelancer Michele Lerner was
recognized for two stories: a
second-place award in the best
interior design story category and
an honorable mention in the best
architecture story category.

Lerner’s second-place story,
headlined “To add warmth to a
home, bring more of the great
outdoors indoors,” focuses on a
new design trend.

“In this richly reported piece,
Lerner shows the reader why peo-
ple want to bring more stone and

wood into their homes,” the judg-
es said. “She finds a perfect couple
to illustrate the theme of her sto-
ry. They lie by a nature trail, so
they wanted to add natural stone
to the shower. Lerner also tucks in
service, noting that it’s good to be
wary of wood in damp places like
bathrooms and that it’s good to
think about the heavier weight
and higher expense of stone.”

Her honorable mention story,
“Making the case for cottage
neighborhoods,” highlighted a
small-home community.

“Rather than downsize dra-
matically, from a 3,500-square-
foot house to a condo, the couple
in the lede move into a communi-
ty of 10 new, 1,490-square-foot
homes in suburban Washington,
D.C.)” the judges said. “For her
in-depthlook at the ‘pocket neigh-
borhood’ concept, Lerner inter-
views residents, architects and
developers about the benefits and
the hurdles (including zoning or-
dinances). In this thoroughly re-
ported story, she clearly explains
this alternative to traditional
houses and traditional condos.”

Freelance writer Troy McMul-
len won second place in the indi-
vidual award for newspapers cat-
egory for “The ‘heartbreaking’ de-
crease in Black homeownership.”

“This is a thorough and
thoughtful story based on data
showing that Black homeowner-
ship in the U.S. had declined (in
2017) to levels not seen since the
passage of the Fair Housing Act,”
the judges said. “McMullen finds
a Black couple that is impacted
and explains in clearly written
prose how a rollback of govern-
ment policies is partly to blame.”

Freelance writer Sara Clem-
ence won a third-place award in
the best international story cat-
egory for “What to know before
buying that dream vacation home
in another country.”

“This is a thoroughly reported
reader-service story that benefits
from Clemence’s easy writing
style and real people examples,”
the judges said. “Who knew that
some countries require a 30 per-
cent down payment on a property,
or that a major renovation in
Mexico could come as cheap as a
few thousand dollars? Clemence
explores the pros and cons while
consulting legal and tax experts
along the way.”

Since 2013, The Post’s Real Es-
tate section, staff members and
freelancers have won 44 awards
from NAREE, including best real
estate section in 2014

dion.haynes @washpost.com
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Presidents’ Award
Richard Cole

Trade Partner
of the Year Award
Exceptional Choices

o N |

to the winners of the 2020 Presidents’ Circle Awards!

The HomeAid Northern Virginia Presidents’ Circle Awards

recognize those in our community who have gone the extra

mile to further HomeAid's mission of building new lives for
those struggling with homelessness.

www.homeaidnova.org
info@homeaidnova.org

to the 60+ sponsors as well as the180+ virtual attendees of our

PRESENTED BY

INTERCOASTAL
MORTGAGE, LLC

Non-Profit Service
Provider Project of the Year
Winchester Rescue Mission

19th Annual Gala & Auction!

We are grateful for your commitment to help us rebuild lives in partnership with local
non-profits by providing safe, dignified housing and other programmatic spaces for
healing and moving forward.

“JIoll “Brothers

o STANLEY _ ALLOY FAMILY P FIRST

= MARTIN Van Metie pounpation RHvmapiar  H wewviee SN

CINTURY Stem R, -
Bowman Consulting | John Marshall Bank | KTGY Velasquez

Terra Stoneworks Contractor, Inc

The Gemroi Company VV?)'ST: CO|UCC|i:h
United Bank [ Lubeley & Walsh, P.C.

Jonathan & Lauren
Kinard

| Kohler

Builders First Source
Dan Ryan Builders
Falcon HVAC

Beazer Homes ¢ Burgess Lighting « Cornerstones, Inc. * Drees Homes * First Excel Title, LLC « GAF

| Northern Virginia | 571.283.6300 Gene Wiley - HomeTown Title & Escrow, LLC/Keegan & DeVol, PLC «]).D. Long Masonry
| Madison Homes * Meyers Research | Zonda « Mid South Building Supply * Mosaic « M&T Bank
I /) m Northern Virginia Association of Realtors ¢ Sal & Chris Migliore » Walker Title, LLC * Wire Gill, LLP I
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Rates level off one week after sinking to record low

BY KATHY ORTON

A week after mortgage rates
swooned to a historic low for the
14th time this year, they paused
to catch their breath.

According to the latest data
released Thursday by Freddie
Magc, the 30-year fixed-rate aver-
age was unchanged at 2.71 per-
cent with an average 0.7 point.
(Points are fees paid to a lender
equal to 1 percent of the loan
amount and are in addition to the
interest rate.) It was 3.73 percent
a year ago.

Freddie Mac, the federally
chartered mortgage investor, ag-
gregates rates from around 80
lenders across the country to
come up with weekly national
average mortgage rates. It uses
rates for high-quality borrowers
with strong credit scores and
large down payments. These
rates are not available to every
borrower.

Because the survey is based on
home purchase mortgages, rates
for refinances may be different.
This is especially true since the
price adjustment for refinance
transactions went into effect ear-
lier this month. The adjustment
is 0.5 percent of the loan amount
(e.g., it is $1,500 on a $300,000
loan) and applies to all Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac refinances.

The 15-year fixed-rate average
also held steady at 2.26 percent
with an average 0.6 point. It was
3.19 percent a year ago. The
five-year adjustable rate average
slid to 2.79 percent with an aver-
age 0.3 point. It was 2.86 percent
a week ago and 3.36 percent a
year ago.

“Mortgage rates remain at rec-
ord lows, resisting their typical
correlation to Treasury yields,
which have recently been moving
higher,” Sam Khater, Freddie
Mac’s chief economist, said in a
statement. “Mortgage spreads —
the difference between mortgage
rates and the 10-year Treasury
rate — are declining from their
elevated levels earlier this year.
Although today’s mortgage
spread is about 1.8 percent and
still has some room to move down
if the 10-year Treasury continues
torise, it’s encouraging to see that
the spread is almost back to
normal levels.”

The Federal Reserve will meet
next week for the final time this
year. The central bank is not
expected to do anything with its
benchmark rate, but many ob-
servers will be looking to see
what the Fed does with regard to
its purchase of mortgage-backed
securities.

For the past several months,
the central bank has been buying

J. LAWLER DUGGAN FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

“Mortgage rates remain at record lows, resisting their typical correlation to Treasury yields, which have recently been moving higher,”
Sam Khater, Freddie Mac’s chief economist, said in a statement.

mortgage-backed securities — or
MBS as they are often known —
which are bundles of mortgages
sold on a secondary market.
When a borrower takes out a loan
such as a 30-year fixed-rate mort-
gage, a lender often bundles that
loan with other loans into an
MBS and then sells it to investors.
The Fed’s unlimited MBS buying
has been pushing prices up and
driving down rates.

“We don’t see any sign that the
Fed’s practice will end anytime
soon, SO we expect rates to re-
main low during the first half of
the year,” said Brian Koss, execu-
tive vice president of Mortgage
Network. “If the Fed stays on
course, rates will stay relatively
the same. If they back off their
volume of MBS purchases, it will
send rates up quickly. Just how
much they will rise depends on
the demand that will fill the Fed’s
vacuum.”

However, Koss doubts rates
will move much lower.

“Interest rates have bounced
along the bottom for many
months, so it’s difficult to see how
they can fall even further,” he
said. “There is always a chance
they will, but at current rates,
there has already been significant
purchase and refinance activity.”

Bankrate.com, which puts out

a weekly mortgage rate trend
index, found nearly half the ex-
perts it surveyed predict rates
will remain about the same in the
coming week.

“Another week of steady as she
goes for mortgage rates,” said
Gordon Miller, owner of Miller
Lending Group in Cary, N.C. “De-
spite an uptick in Treasury yields,
there has been little to no impact
felt by the markets, so it contin-
ues to appear as if low rates are
here for an extended period of
time.”

Weekly averages for
popular mortgage types

5% e

=—30-YEAR FIXED
15-YEAR FIXED

=== 5-YEAR ARM
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Source: Freddie Mac
THE WASHINGTON POST

Meanwhile, mortgages appli-
cations fell off last week. Accord-
ing to the latest data from the
Mortgage Bankers Association,
the market composite index — a
measure of total loan application
volume — decreased 1.2 percent
from a week earlier. The purchase
index went down 5 percent from
the previous week but was 22
percent higher than a year ago.
The refinance index rose 2 per-
cent and was 89 percent higher
than a year ago. The refinance
share of mortgage activity ac-
counted for 72 percent of applica-
tions.

“The mortgage market contin-
ues to be lifted by strong demand
from homeowners looking to
lower their monthly payments
and home buyers seeking more
space,” said Bob Broeksmit, MBA
president and CEO. “Mortgage
activity was mixed the first week
of December, with an increase in
refinances and a decline in pur-
chase applications. Record-low
mortgage rates below 3 percent
should continue to support
strong application activity to
close out the year. Borrowers
looking to take advantage of
these low rates should consider
doing so now, as we anticipate
that they will slowly rise above 3
percent in 2021”

The MBA also released its
mortgage credit availability in-
dex (MCAI) that showed credit
availability increased in Novem-
ber. The MCAI rose 0.7 percent to
122.2 last month. An increase in
the MCAI indicates lending stan-
dards are loosening, while a de-
crease signals they are tighten-
ing.

“Mortgage credit availability
increased slightly in November to
its highest level since July, as the
job market improved, and the
housing sector continued to show
strong borrower demand,” Joel
Kan, an MBA economist, said in a
statement. “There was an in-
crease in credit availability for
jumbo loans, as well as loan
products with low credit scores,
higher [loan-to-value ratios] and
adjustable-rate features. Home
purchase and refinance activity
have remained strong in recent
months, and the increased credit
supply should help qualified bor-
rowers still looking to capitalize
on record-low mortgage rates.
However, credit availability is
still more than 30 percent below
pre-pandemic levels and close to
the restricted standards seen in
2014. This has especially impact-
ed government borrowers and
first-time buyers.”

kathy.orton @washpost.com
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The Real Estate section is

taking a holiday break

There will be no print Real Estate section

on Saturday, December 19 and
December 26.

Coming Saturday, January 2
What to expect in the 2021 housing market
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