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THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Trump called on Supreme 
Court justices Tuesday to have the 
“courage” to intervene in the election, 
as his Republican allies in Texas sued 
four swing states at the high court in 
what legal analysts described as a “Hail 
Mary” eff ort to block several states from 
casting electoral votes for presumptive 
President-elect Joseph R. Biden.

But the Supreme Court rejected 

another case Tuesday in which Penn-
sylvania Republicans sought to overturn 
the state’s certifi cation of the election 
for Mr. Biden. That case, as with the 
Texas lawsuit, claimed that Pennsylva-
nia’s legislature did not legally enact the 
law to expand mail-in voting during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Arizona Supreme Court dealt 
the president another blow late Tuesday 
by rejecting a lawsuit from the state’s 
Republican Party chairwoman claim-
ing election fraud in the state’s largest 

county.
With his legal options in state courts 

narrowing and Mr. Biden’s inaugura-
tion fast approaching, the president and 
his supporters increasingly are eyeing 
Republican-majority state legislatures 
and the high court for the equivalent 
of a constitutional miracle to deliver a 
second term to Mr. Trump.

“Hopefully, the next administra-
tion will be the Trump administration, 

ELECTION 2020

Trump team hurls ‘Hail Mary’ 
in eff ort to block Biden election
President turns to state legislators after losses in courts

BY STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Enter the Museum of Tolerance in 
Los Angeles, and you’re confronted with 
two doors: one green and labeled “un-
prejudiced” and the other red and labeled 
“prejudiced.”

Those who try the green door fi nd 
they can’t open it and are directed to 
“think” and then go back and use the red 
door — a way of telling them they have 
an inherent prejudice.

For the past four years, U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement has been 
paying tens of thousands of dollars a year 

to send executives 
for a special racial 
justice training pro-

gram at the museum.
That’s about to end, The Washington 

Times has learned.
The agency told employees that the 

Tolerance Museum training is one of 
two programs it’s axing to comply with 
President Trump’s September executive 
order instructing the government to ex-
amine its training programs and get rid 
of any that promote “divisive concepts” 
such as inherent racism in all people of 
a certain race.

The other program is an implicit bias 
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ICE ends 
‘Tools of 
Tolerance’ 
training
Meets Trump ban 
on anti-U.S. ideas
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BY MIKE GLENN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Presumed President-elect Joseph R. 
Biden is considering naming a post-9/11 
military veteran to take the lead at the 
Department of Veterans Aff airs after 
two decades of combat in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and while the agency con-

tends with a host of 
challenges includ-
ing the COVID-19 
pandemic and a ris-
ing toll of suicides 
in the ranks.

Iraq War vet-
erans Sen. Tammy 
Duckworth, Illinois 
Democrat, and for-
mer Rep. Patrick J. 
Murphy, Pennsyl-
vania Democrat, 
are among those 
on the short lists 
for the VA job in 
Mr. Biden’s Cabi-
net. They would 
mark a passing of 
the torch for a chal-
lenged bureaucracy 
that employs more 

than 400,000 people and oversees an 
annual budget of more than $240 billion.

The new generation of veterans 
has needs that the agency has never 
addressed on such a scale, such as 

TRANSITION

Biden looks 
at Iraq War 
combatants 
to head VA
Post-9/11 fi ghts 
bring new needs

BY TOM HOWELL JR.
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Trump took a victory lap 
at his White House vaccine summit 
Tuesday, but the man of the hour is a 
Food and Drug Administration offi  cial 
few Americans know about.

“Dr. Peter Marks,” Mr. Trump said in 
a roll call of his Operation Warp Speed 
roster. “Thank you.”

Dr. Marks, director of the Center for 
Biologics Evaluation and Research, will 
play a pivotal role in deciding whether 
the Pfi zer vaccine for COVID-19 is safe 
and eff ective enough for distribution in 
the U.S., possibly by the weekend.

His team is poring over data submit-
ted by Pfi zer, rather than taking the com-
pany’s word for it, ahead of a Thursday 
meeting and vote with outside advisers 
that could pave the way for emergency 
approval and the fi rst vaccinations of 
health care workers and long-term-care 
residents.

The White House pulled Dr. Marks 
into the summit Tuesday to build con-
fi dence in Operation Warp Speed, the 
initiative that developed vaccines at a 
record pace and gave Mr. Trump a win 
during a critical stretch of the pandemic.

“Corners were not cut here,” Dr. 
Marks said from the stage at the White 
House South Court Auditorium.

“We don’t just take the data that’s 
handed to us from companies and look 
at it. We actually take the data listings, 
the raw data that gets sent to us and do 
analyses ourselves on that,” Dr. Marks 
said. “Sometimes we learn things that 
the manufacturers didn’t even know 
about their own vaccines, by doing our 
analyses.”

Mr. Trump signaled that he won’t wait 
much longer for approval. He wants the 
FDA to grant Pfi zer an emergency use 
authorization after Britain on Tuesday 
became the fi rst Western nation to kick 
off  its vaccination campaign.

PUBLIC HEALTH

Trump salutes key scientist in vaccine approval
White House calls 
FDA researcher  
to assure ‘corners 
were not cut here’

BY SHEN WU TAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Schools across the country are using 
a patchwork of distance learning and 
in-person instruction as COVID-19 
cases climb, refl ecting diff erences in 
exposure risk, infection rates, manage-
ment strategies and public pressure 
from coast to coast.

New York City schools this week re-
opened for the second time during the 
pandemic, but schools in Los Angeles 
are shutting down its campuses, which 

have been off ering in-person tutoring 
and special services.

In Texas, about half of all public 
school students are receiving in-person 
instruction, while all of Florida’s 67 
county school districts are open for 
in-person classes.

“We see this movement from one 
instructional mode to another as school 
divisions react to changing metrics,” 
said Charles Pyle, a spokesman for the 
Virginia Department of Education. 
“Everyone wants the students back 
in the classrooms, back in the school 

buildings. That’s something we all want: 
to have this pandemic in the rearview 
mirror and in-person instruction again 
the norm from one end of the state to 
the other.

“These can be diffi  cult decisions 
for school boards,” Mr. Pyle said. “You 
have diff erent viewpoints within the 
community, within the jurisdiction. 
Parents who certainly are feeling a lot 
of stress, who want their children back 
in school, but you also have voices in 
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Students seesaw between in-person, 
remote learning as COVID-19 surges

ASSOCIATED PRESS

LEARNING EXPERIENCE: Filling classrooms is the ultimate goal for school districts across the country, but rising cases of 
COVID-19 are forcing many of them to make tough decisions. In some cases, offi  cials have returned to all-remote lessons.

BY MIKE GLENN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Pentagon ordered a top-to-
bottom housecleaning at troubled Fort 
Hood, the nation’s largest active-duty 
armored base, relieving or suspending 
more than a dozen offi  cers Tuesday after 
a civilian task force found an atmosphere 
“permissive” of sexual assaults in the 
ranks and dismissive of the women who 
tried to report them.

Women assigned to Fort Hood told 
the civilian review team that they have 
been living under a cloud of fear for 
years of being sexually assaulted by fel-
low soldiers and of not being believed 
by their commanders if they came for-
ward. Programs designed to prevent 
attacks weren’t working, and investiga-
tors assigned to cases all too often were 

inexperienced, the team found.
All told, Army offi  cials said they were 

adopting dozens of recommendations for 
reform of Fort Hood’s command climate 
and culture put forward in the scathing 
report released Tuesday that was sparked 
in part by outrage in the aftermath of 
Spc. Vanessa Guillen’s disappearance 
and death this year.

Secretary of the Army Ryan D. Mc-
Carthy, who ordered the review, an-
nounced Tuesday that he had relieved 
or suspended 14 leaders on the post, 
including the commander of the unit 
assigned to Guillen.

“I am gravely disappointed that lead-
ers failed to eff ectively create a climate 
that treated all soldiers with dignity 
and respect,” Mr. McCarthy said. “The 
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Army vows to end culture of violence at Fort Hood
Death of female soldier set off review
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PRESSING ON: President Trump 
asked whether judges and Republican 
legislators have the “courage” to help 
overturn the election of Joseph R. Biden.
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 MALLARD FILLMORE / Bruce Tinsley

THE RUSH ON GUNS CONTINUES
Americans are still arming themselves. A lot. Even pre-

sumed President-elect Joseph R. Biden is an infl uence in this 
phenomenon.

The industry source Small Arms Analytics & Forecasting 
estimates that sales of fi rearms topped 2.1 million in November, an 
increase of 49% from this time last year. The analysis is based on 
data from the FBI’s National Instant Criminal Background Check 
System.

Similar spikes in sales at a “record-breaking pace” have oc-
curred throughout the year, the organization says.

“The demand for guns, bullets and ammunition in Montana 
has caused a record surge in FBI fi rearm background checks in 
the state and has retailers and manufacturers overwhelmed and 
shocked,” said the Missoulian, a newspaper based in Missoula, a 
city of 74,000 in western Montana.

Ted Beardsley, the owner of Empire Arms and Ammunition in 
Manhattan — a town tucked in the southwestern part of Montana 
— vouches for the burgeoning increase in gun and ammo sales in 
2020. It’s not just a surge.

“That’s an understatement. It’s been absolutely insane,” he told 
the newspaper. 

Maryland gun shop owner Dan Hartman, meanwhile, attributes 
the explosive increase to public uncertainty over the coronavirus 
pandemic and continuing social unrest and protests in major cities.

He also cites “the prospect of President-elect Joe Biden, a gun 
control advocate, in the White House,” The Baltimore Sun reports.

“People are scared,” Mr. Hartman told the newspaper.
Former President Barack Obama “was the best gun sales-

man in the history of the United States, and I think Biden will be 
likewise. People will buy in anticipation of the regulations,” Mark 
Pennak, president of the gun rights group Maryland Shall Issue, 
told The Sun.

“People will buy in anticipation of the regulations. Gun owners 
will likely not trust the new administration,” Mr. Pennak said.

A FAMOUS ‘HERO WEAPON’
A recent note to Inside the Beltway from Los Angeles-based Ju-

lien’s Auctions reveals that a single fi rearm was the most expensive 
item in an “Icons and Idols” bidding event of 500 famous Holly-
wood props, costumes and memorabilia.

But this is not just any fi rearm.
“The top-selling item of the event was the Walther PP handgun 

used by legendary actor Sir Sean Connery in his acting debut as 
James Bond, 007, in the very fi rst Bond fi lm to come to screen,” the 
auctioneer advises, referring to the 1962 fi lm “Dr. No.”

It sold for $256,000.
“In the cinematic debut of the character of James Bond, 

Connery uses this hero weapon throughout the fi lm and helped to 
establish and defi ne the character that has been featured in books, 
fi lms, and other media for the past nearly six decades,” the auction-
eer adds.

“The silhouette of the Walther PP and PPK has served as the 
key iconic image for the character of James Bond since the fi lm 
franchise debuted with ‘Dr. No.’ This deactivated handgun was the 
fi rst of all that followed. The winning bidder, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, was an American who has seen every James Bond 
movie,” Julien’s concludes.

WHO ARE YOU AGAIN?
The list of inclusive and socially aware pronouns is growing. 

Forget the familiar “me,” “you,” “him,” “her” and maybe even “it.” 
They are just not specifi c enough.

Undergraduates who want to apply to the Georgia State Uni-
versity business school program they will have “no shortage of 
pronouns to choose from,” reports Greg Piper, associate editor of 
The College Fix, a news organization which tracks liberal leanings 

at U.S. college and universities.
The application form for the program includes 10 sets of pro-

nouns, plus a fi eld for entering your own “in case none of the listed 
options covers you,” Mr. Piper writes.

Here’s a sampling of what the applicants can choose from:
Co, co, cos, cos, coself.
En, en, ens, ens, enself.
Ey, em, eir, eirs, emself.
Yo, yo, yos, yos, yoself.
Ve, vis, ver, ver, verself.
Xie, hir, hir, hirs, hirself.
Ze, zir, zir, zirs, zirself.
The application, Mr. Piper says, is from a program titled 

“Women Lead” which aspires to equip the students with “the skills, 
experience and networking opportunities needed to get a seat at 
the table among business leaders.”

THE DAWN OF THE BIDEN JOURNALISTS
Should presumed President-elect Joseph R. Biden become 

“President Biden” in the future, the character and persistent habit 
of the press likely will change. It will not be the journalism of 
President Trump’s era.

“Political reporters and opinion columnists (to the extent there 
is a diff erence) developed a number of charming quirks over the 
course of Trump’s presidency that, for whatever reason, are un-
likely to carry over into the Biden administration,” writes observant 
Andrew Stiles, a senior writer for The Washington Free Beacon.

He has some predictions. Among the journalistic quirks due to 
disappear in the cuddly new Biden era: Combative questioning, 
constant fact-checking, writing the same opinion column over and 
over again, writing fawning profi les of other journalists, and refer-
ring to journalists as “heroes.”

POLL DU JOUR
⦁ 59% of the world’s population worry about coronavirus; 

47% worry about the cost of living and infl ation; 45% about 
unemployment.

⦁ 45% worry about poverty, 43% cite their nation’s health care 
system, 39% the environment.

⦁ 39% worry about corruption, 36% cite crime, 33% cite 
education.

⦁ 29% worry about terrorism, 26% cite taxes, 25% “pensions” 
and 19% immigration.

SOURCE: AN IPSOS/EDF GROUP POLL OF 24,004 ADULTS IN THE U.S., AUSTRALIA, MEXICO, 
BELGIUM, NIGERIA, BRAZIL, NORWAY, CANADA, POLAND, CHILE, RUSSIA, CHINA, SAUDI ARABIA, 

COLOMBIA, SINGAPORE, EGYPT, SOUTH AFRICA, FRANCE, SOUTH KOREA, GERMANY, SPAIN, 
INDIA, SWEDEN, INDONESIA, TURKEY, ITALY, BRITAIN, JAPAN, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES AND 

MOROCCO. RESPONDENTS WERE OFFERED MULTIPLE TOPICS TO CHOOSE FROM.

⦁ Kindly follow Jennifer Harper on Twitter @HarperBulletin.
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2020 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION — PENNSYLVANIA

Trump defends calls to House speaker
President Trump on Tuesday defended his 

calls to Pennsylvania’s House speaker to inter-
vene in the election, pushing back against critics 
including former Republican Sen. Jeff  Flake, who 
said Mr. Trump’s actions are “not normal.”

“Thank you to Speaker [Bryan] Cutler and all 
others in Pennsylvania and elsewhere who fully 
understand what went on in the 2020 Election,” 
Mr. Trump tweeted. “It’s called total corruption!”

Mr. Cutler’s spokesman confi rmed that the 
president called the state House Speaker twice 
in recent days, asking what the Pennsylvania 
legislature could do to fi x alleged election fraud. 
Democrat Joseph R. Biden won the state, and 
Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf and his administra-
tion have certifi ed the election.

Mr. Flake, who represented Arizona for one 
term in the Senate, slammed the president for lob-
bying state offi  cials to overturn the election results.

“There is long-term damage when this kind 
of behavior is normalized,” Mr. Flake tweeted. “It 
is not normal, and elected Republicans need to 
speak out against it.”

Mr. Trump fi red back on Twitter, “And it’s not 
normal when a sitting Senator is forced to retire 
because his Arizona poll numbers were so low 
that he would have come out dead last in the 
Republican Primary, and had zero chance of win-
ning the general election. Great job Jeff !”

— Dave Boyer

TRUMP CAMPAIGN

Ellis tests positive for coronavirus
Jenna Ellis, an attorney boosting President 

Trump‘s bid to contest the election results, has 
told people she tested positive for the coronavi-
rus, according to a report in Axios that says the 
Rudolph W. Giuliani sidekick attended a White 
House Christmas party Friday.

It’s unclear when Ms. Ellis contracted the 
virus or if she was infectious at the time of the 
party in the East Wing. The Axios report says she 
was not seen wearing a mask.

Ms. Ellis is a key player in Mr. Trump’s state-
by-state eff orts to cast doubt on election results 
that show Mr. Trump lost to Democratic rival 
Joseph R. Biden. They say accounts of fraud and 
other ballot chicanery haven’t been investigated, 
though their legal challenges have fallen fl at.

Ms. Ellis reported infection comes two days 
after Mr. Giuliani, a former New York City mayor, 
was hospitalized with COVID-19.

— Tom Howell Jr.

PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION

Republicans block ‘Biden won’ resolution
Republicans on a congressional inaugura-

tion committee blocked a resolution Tuesday 
that would have formally recognized presumed 
President-elect Joseph R. Biden as the winner 
of the 2020 election as the panel plans for the 
upcoming inauguration.

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, and 
panel Chairman Sen. Roy Blunt blocked the Joint 
Congressional Committee on Inaugural Cer-
emonies (JCCIC) resolution put forth by House 
Majority Leader Steny H. Hoyer.

“It is not the job of the Joint Congressional 
Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies to get 
ahead of the electoral process and decide who we 
are inaugurating,” Mr. Blunt, Missouri Republi-
can, said in a statement. 

— Gabriella Muñoz

CABINET

Fudge likely to be HUD secretary choice
Presumptive President-elect Joseph R. Biden 

is expected to tap Rep. Marcia Fudge of Ohio as 
his pick to head the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), according to 
multiple reports on Tuesday.

Ms. Fudge said Tuesday she would accept 
the post if off ered but that she was in a “holding 
pattern.”

“If I were to be named, certainly it’s an honor 
and a privilege to be asked to be in a president’s 
Cabinet,” she said. “If I can help this president in 
any way possible, I am more than happy to do it.”

House Majority Whip James Clyburn of South 
Carolina had all but guaranteed earlier Tuesday 
that Ms. Fudge would get a high-level post in the 
incoming administration if she wanted it.

Politico fi rst reported the expected pick.
— David Sherfi nski

For the fi rst time in its history, CPAC will be 
held in Florida.

The American Conservative Union an-
nounced Tuesday that its signature confab is 
moving from the Beltway to the Sunshine State 
and its event-friendly coronavirus rules.

“CPAC believes that Florida is the right 
state to host CPAC 2021,” ACU chairman Matt 
Schlapp said in a statement to Fox News.

CPAC 2021 is scheduled for Feb. 25-28 at the 
Hyatt Regency Orlando after being held since 
its launch in 1974 in the greater Washington 
area, including for the last eight years at the 
Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center 
in National Harbor, Maryland.

The Gaylord has been closed since March 
for the coronavirus pandemic, while Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis has refused to shut down 
his state. The conference will be held in-person 
and mostly indoors. Orange County has a mask 
mandate, but Mr. DeSantis in September lifted 
enforcement of local mask requirements.

“In addition to being a model on how to 
run a clean election without widespread illegal 
voting, thanks to Gov. Ron DeSantis’ (ACUF 
Lifetime Rating: 99%) commonsense leader-
ship, Florida has kept its economy, schools and 
churches open — while balancing the health 
and safety of Floridians,” Mr. Schlapp said.

— Valerie Richardson

CONSERVATIVES

CPAC to leave Beltway venue, hold 2021 conference in Florida
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“CPAC believes that Florida is the right state to host CPAC 2021,” American Conservative Union 
Chairman Matt Schlapp said of the decision to hold the annual event in Orlando.
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Just as grocery stores have been rushed by Americans panicked by 
coronavirus, guns and ammunition continue to fl y off  the shelves too. 

BY JAMES VARNEY

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Georgia Republican Party has fi led a com-
plaint with the Federal Election Commission charg-
ing illegal coordination between Senate candidate 
Jon Ossoff  and a super PAC run by Senate Minority 
Leader Charles E. Schumer.

The Republicans pointed to identical language 
on the website of the Democratic candidate and the 
ads from the super PAC linked to Mr. Schumer, New 
York Democrat.

“Chuck Schumer will do anything he can to get 
Jon Ossoff  in the Senate, and we think that Georgians 
deserve to know if Jon Ossoff  has been illegally co-
ordinated with one of his super PACs,” said Stewart 
Bragg, the executive director of the Georgia GOP.

The complaint, which was fi led this week, high-
lights the fl ood of outside groups into Georgia for 
the two Senate runoff  elections on Jan. 5 that will 
decide control of the upper chamber.

If Democrats win both runoff  races, they would 
take eff ective control of the chamber with a 50-50 
party split and presumptive Vice President-elect 
Kamala Harris casting the tie-breaking vote.

Mr. Ossoff , 33, is seeking to unseat Republican 
Sen. David Perdue, 70, who is seeking a second term.

Georgia Republicans said the Georgia Way, a new 
PAC formed on Nov. 16 with tied to Mr. Schumer’s 
Senate Majority PAC, put out the same message as 
Mr. Ossoff ’s campaign. The alleged coordination 
should be counted as a $690,200 in-kind contribu-
tion, according to the complaint.

The Ossoff  campaign did not respond to requests 
for comment about the FEC complaint.

“From public information alone, the timing and 
similarity between the advertisement and campaign 
update suggest that this element has been met,” said 
the complaint. “Jon Ossoff  for Senate published its 
campaign update on Nov. 12, 2020. Four days later, 
the Georgia Way was organized as an eff ort to defeat 
Sen. Perdue by the Senate Majority PAC, and only 
eight days later after the Georgia Way’s organization, 
it disseminated the content and conduct of Jon Os-
soff  for Senate’s campaign update in its own video 
advertisement.”

Both major political parties are throwing moun-
tains of cash at the two runoff  races: Mr. Ossoff  
versus Mr. Perdue and Democrat Raphael Warnock 
versus Republican Sen. Kelly Loeffl  er.

Both races are toss-ups in the latest polls.
The Republican candidates at times have off ered 

voters a joint package. Their message is that should 
Mr. Ossoff  and Mr. Warnock win, they will help Mr. 
Schumer and presumed President-elect Joseph R. 
Biden push through a radical left-wing agenda.

GEORGIA

State GOP alleges 
link between Ossoff , 
Schumer super PAC
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Facebook supports  
updated internet  
regulations
We continue to take critical steps to better secure and  
improve our platforms, including more than tripling our 
security and safety teams to 35,000 people, building tools  
like Privacy Checkup to help people manage their privacy,  
and working with tech peers to make it easier for people to  
move their data securely between services.

What’s next? We support updated regulations that will  
address today’s challenges, set clear rules and hold  
companies, including Facebook, accountable for:

• Combating foreign election interference

• Protecting people’s privacy and data

• Enabling safe and easy data portability  
between platforms

Read more at: about.fb.com/regulations

Paid for by Facebook - about.fb.com
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BY RYAN LOVELACE

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President-elect Joseph R. Biden ex-
cluded an organization of Black church 
leaders from his meeting Tuesday with 
civil rights groups demanding he name 
more people of color to his Cabinet.

Black Church PAC said its members 
want a seat at the table akin to the sta-
tus President Trump gave evangelical 
Christians.

Rev. Michael McBride, the co-founder 
of Black Church PAC, said his goal is 
increasing the government’s inclusivity 
and said inattention to the issue could 
diminish Mr. Biden’s support among 
religious Black voters. 

“Bad governance is de facto voter sup-
pression, and so the lack of engagement 

around governance does at times feed the 
perception that it does not matter who 
is elected and who wins,” Rev. McBride 
said. “Of course we know that elections 
matter, and so we think the important 
step here is to make sure that the ad-
ministration is hearing from directly 
impacted families across the country on 
the ground and not just the Washington, 
D.C., civil rights community, which again 
we work with all across the country but 
we do think that they need to hear from 
our leaders all across the country who 
helped to secure this election.”

Among the groups meeting with Mr. 
Biden was the leadership of the NAACP, 
the National Urban League and Rev. Al 
Sharpton’s National Action Network. 

Rev. McBride said his members played 
a role in key swing states, including in 

Georgia, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, 
both by voting and working as poll 
watchers. Now, Rev. McBride said his 
members want to be rewarded for their 
work, which also included knocking 
on tens of thousands of voters’ doors, 
including nearly 4,300 in Georgia. 

He said his group is eyeing the top 
spots at the Department of Justice, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment, and the Department of Agricul-
ture as positions that could be fi lled by 
Black nominees. 

Mr. Biden is expected to tap Rep. 
Marcia Fudge of Ohio, who is Black, as 
his pick to head the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, according 
to multiple reports Tuesday.

Following their meeting with 
Mr. Biden and presumptive Vice 

President-elect Kamala Harris on Tues-
day, civil rights leaders sounded op-
timistic that Mr. Biden would aim to 
foster more inclusion as he staff s his 
prospective administration. 

Marc Morial, president of the National 
Urban League, told reporters that Mr. 
Biden talked extensively with the groups 
about the need for a more diverse Cabinet 
and other presidential appointments. 

“The president-elect reaffi  rmed that 
he intends to make history when it comes 
to the appointments of African Ameri-
cans and Hispanics to his Cabinet, the 
subcabinet and the White House,” Mr. 
Morial said. “And while we will not 
judge the ultimate outcome and we can-
not at this time, for me it was refreshing 
to hear him reaffi  rm that commitment 
in the meeting to us. But we will judge 

the Cabinet, and the subcabinet, and 
the White House staff  ultimately by the 
results.”

One potential rift between Senate 
Democrats and Mr. Biden’s Black sup-
porters is over the selection of retired 
Army Gen. Lloyd Austin to be Mr. Biden’s 
secretary of defense. Rev. McBride said 
his group supports the nomination, while 
several Senate Democrats have signaled 
they oppose a waiver needed for the 
nomination of the former military leader 
to proceed. 

Rev. McBride said he hopes the fi rst 
Black nominee for the secretary of de-
fense position is not mistreated and 
wants to see more Black nominees with 
experience fi lling key federal government 
slots rather than those familiar with 
Washington’s corridors of power.

TRANSITION

Black church leaders group excluded from Biden cabinet inclusivity meeting

BY DAVID SHERFINSKI

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Congressional Democrats are raising doubts 
about waiving a ban on recent military offi  cers 
serving as defense secretary in the case of retired 
Army Gen. Lloyd Austin, whom presumptive 
President-elect Joseph R. Biden tapped as his pick 
to lead the Pentagon on Tuesday.

Democrats balked at the waiver despite Gen. 
Austin’s potentially becoming the country’s fi rst 
Black secretary of defense, helping Mr. Biden fulfi ll 
his promise of a diverse Cabinet.

Mr. Biden is under increasing pressure from 
Black members of Congress and civil rights groups 
to nominate more people of color for top posts.

For Gen. Austin to win confi rmation, Congress 
would have to vote for only the third time in U.S. 
history to bypass a 1947 law that bars former active-
duty offi  cers from the appointment if they’re less 
than seven years removed from the military.

Gen. Austin retired in 2016 after leading U.S. 
Central Command, where he was the fi rst Black 
commander.

Mr. Biden said he hopes Congress will approve 
a waiver for Gen. Austin — just as lawmakers did 
in 2017 for retired Gen. James Mattis, President 
Trump’s fi rst defense secretary.

But some Democrats said it’s going to take ad-
ditional convincing.

Rep. Elissa Slotkin, who spent multiple tours in 
the Middle East as a CIA analyst, said the defense 
secretary post is purposely structured to try to 
guarantee civilian oversight of the U.S. military.

“After the last four years, civil-military relations 
at the Pentagon defi nitely need to be rebalanced,” the 
Michigan Democrat said. “Gen. Austin has had an 
incredible career. But I’ll need to understand what he 
and the Biden administration plan to do to address 
these concerns before I can vote for his waiver.”

Ms. Slotkin said she has “deep respect” for 
Gen. Austin, pointing out that their time in Iraq 
overlapped.

The four-star general, who has more than 40 
years of military experience, also served as the 
vice chief of staff  of the U.S. Army until 2013 and 

was the last commanding general of U.S. Forces 
Iraq, Operation New Dawn.

In January 2017, a GOP-led House and Senate 
voted to bypass the National Security Act of 1947 
for Mr. Mattis.

Part of the thought process then was that Mr. 
Trump, a political and national-security neophyte, 
would be better suited with an experienced, 
battle-tested military hand to oversee the Defense 
Department.

Sen. John Tester, Montana Democrat, said he’s 
not inclined to vote for an exception now, after he 
didn’t for Mr. Mattis.

“Look, I love Mattis. I thought Mattis was a great 
secretary,” Mr. Tester said. “I think this guy is going 
to be a great secretary of defense. I just think that 
we ought to look at the rules.”

Sen. Jack Reed of Rhode Island, the top Demo-
crat on the Senate Armed Services Committee, 
voted “yes” on the waiver for Mr. Mattis and at 
the time said he wouldn’t support doing it again 
in the future.

He now wants Gen. Austin to make his case 
for a waiver.

“One of the reasons we were able to reach the 
position on the waiver is Gen. Mattis had the op-
portunity to testify and [made] some compelling 
arguments,” Mr. Reed said. “I feel, in all fairness, 
you have to give the opportunity to the nominee 
to explain himself or herself. That’s what I think 
the principle is.”

Only the Senate need confi rm presidential 
nominees, but both the GOP-controlled Senate 
and the Democrat-led House would have to sign 

off  on granting a waiver for Gen. Austin.
Senate Majority Whip John Thune, South 

Dakota Republican, said lawmakers will have to 
take a closer look at the issue.

“That’s the exception, not the rule,” he said. 
“There’s a reason why we have civilian oversight 
of the Defense Department.”

Senate Democrats who voted no on Mr. Mattis’ 
waiver included former 2020 presidential contend-
ers Sens. Cory A. Booker of New Jersey, Kirsten 
E. Gillibrand of New York, Bernard Sanders of 
Vermont, and Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts.

The only other time Congress has voted to 
bypass that section of the National Security Act 
was in 1950. Former President Harry S. Truman 
had asked for lawmakers to grant an exception for 
recently retired Gen. George Marshall, who had 
also served as secretary of state.

Gen. Austin quickly made his way up Mr. 
Biden’s shortlist to lead the Pentagon after Michele 
Flournoy, another leading contender, fell out of 
favor with antiwar groups over her ties to the 
defense industry.

She congratulated Gen. Austin on Tuesday and 
said she looks forward to helping him and Mr. 
Biden any way she can.

Ms. Flournoy, a former undersecretary of de-
fense for policy in the Obama administration, sits 
on the board of Booz Allen Hamilton, a defense 
contracting fi rm.

Gen. Austin, though, also is on the board of 
Raytheon Technologies, another giant defense 
contractor.

⦁ Lauren Toms contributed to this report.

PENTAGON

Congressional Democrats skeptical 
of waiving rule for defense nominee
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Army Gen. Lloyd Austin retired in 2016 and doesn’t meet the seven-year removed from military requirement stated in a 1947 law.

“I feel, in all fairness, 
you have to give the 
opportunity to the 
nominee to explain 
himself or herself. 
Th at’s what I think 
the principle is,” Sen. 
Jack Reed, Rhode 
Island Democrat, 
said about retired 
Army Gen. Lloyd 
Austin’s nomination 
for secretary of 
defense.

Pick doesn’t meet 
seven-year requirement

BY STEPHEN DINAN

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

ICE delivered a pointed I-told-you-
so Tuesday to a federal judge who freed 
more than 250 undocumented immi-
grants from detention because of the 
coronavirus, revealing that in less than 
two months, at least six of them already 
stand accused of more crimes.

One is accused of battery, while an-
other was arrested on drunken-driving 
charges. Still another was arrested on 
an outstanding child sex-abuse warrant.

Others cut off  their ankle bracelets 
and have disappeared, greatly reducing 
the chances of U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement recapturing them 
once the pandemic is over and they can 
be processed and deported.

“We were fi rm in our warning that 
these releases would impact public safety, 
and unfortunately, it did not take long for 
some of these criminal aliens to reoff end,” 
said acting ICE chief Tony H. Pham. “This 
proves that many of these aliens are recidi-
vist off enders who should not have been 
released in the fi rst place.”

ICE said in October that it had to release 
the migrants from its Adelanto facility in 
California after Judge Terry J. Hatter, a 
President Carter appointee, ruled that the 
facility was too packed for safety.

The facility, which can hold nearly 
2,000 people usually, had fewer than 
800 people, all of them considered must-
detain cases by ICE. But Judge Hatter or-
dered 50 releases a day until the number 
was cut to 475 people or fewer.

ICE said it warned the judge about 
the records of those he was forcing to 
be released in late October.

In the weeks since, one 50-year-old 
man from India was arrested by the 
Ventura Police Department over an out-
standing warrant for lewd and lascivious 
acts with a minor under age 14.

A 56-year-old Mexican was arrested 
by Newport Beach Police and accused of 
disorderly conduct under the infl uence 
of drugs, and for contempt of court. A 
34-year-old Mexican was arrested in El 
Segundo on suspicion of burglary, grand 
theft, and having a loaded gun and drug 
paraphernalia.

In releasing people, ICE demanded they 
be fi tted with GPS bracelets to monitor 
their whereabouts, required them to pro-
vide accurate addresses, and set check-ins.

But Mr. Pham said some have cut the 
bracelets, and others have disappeared 
from the locations they said they’d be, or 
missed check-ins.

The pandemic has forced population 
cuts at prisons, jails and detention facili-
ties across the country.

ICE cut its numbers by nearly 50% in 
the early months — sometimes under 
court order.

But a report in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association in Octo-
ber concluded that infection rates in ICE 
facilities from April to August was still 13 
times higher than the general population.

In Adelanto, ICE has recorded 257 cases 
since the start of the pandemic, and cur-
rently has 15 active cases. Adelanto reports 
no COVID-related deaths in custody. Na-
tionwide, ICE says eight detainees have 
died in custody from COVID.

IMMIGRATION

ICE: Freed 
criminal 
migrants 
committing 
more crimes 

“We still have to chat with AOC. I love her. She was actually our Employee of the Month. I don’t know if you know 
about this, because when she boycotted us, our sales actually increased 1,000% … She’s our hero. She helped boost 
sales tremendously. With the boycott, we reached so many new people at the same time we maintained our base.”
— Goya Foods CEO Bob Unanue, on the impact of suggestions by Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez that the 
company should be boycotted over Mr. Unanue’s praise for President Trump
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Q.: Do you see any progress in implementing the decisions made by the 
Normandy Four (N4) Summit in Paris on December 9, 2019?
A.: Last year the N4 leaders drafted a fi nal statement. The document had 
two main sections: “immediate measures to stabilize the confl ict zone” and 
“measures to implement the political provisions of the Minsk agreements”. In 
total, seven specifi c measures were outlined and due to be implemented by April 
2020. Only two of them were implemented and only partially.
On December 29, 2019, Kiev and the Donbas in the presence of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) personnel swapped 200 detained persons. On April 16, 2020, 34 more 
persons came home. The sides, however, failed to continue this practice. 
Moreover, the Ukrainian authorities failed to fully comply with their obligations 
with regard to legal clearance of the swapped. In some cases charges were not 
dropped and records were not withdrawn.
On July 22, the Contact Group (CG) reached an agreement on “measures to 
reinforce the ceasefi re”. Despite, by the way, certain resistance from Kiev. 
The measures came into effect on July 27 and foresaw a ban on offensive, 
intelligence and commando operations, use of any UAVs, opening of any type 
of fi re, including sniper and backfi re. Finally, a direct contact was to be set 
in case the ceasefi re is broken. In general, the sides adhere to the agreement, 
though not at 100% capacity (the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission recorded 
1,600 shots fi red in August-October).

Q.: And what about the other fi ve measures?
A.: These are yet to be implemented. And the Ukrainian authorities bear 
responsibility for that. To begin with, Kiev avoids negotiating legal aspects of 
the special status of the Donbas with Donetsk and Lugansk. Furthermore, the 
Steinmeier Formula is yet to be incorporated in the Ukrainian legal system (the 
Formula envisages that a law on the special status of the Donbas comes into 
force on the day local elections take place there). Kiev sabotages discussions 
about new disengagement areas at the contact line (the CG  is considering 4 
potential locations). Demining areas are still to be determined (the coordinates 
of 19 locations are on the negotiating table).
Finally, new crossing points near Shchastye and Zolotoe in the Lugansk region 
have not been opened. The opening of these crossing points on the contact line 
(scheduled for November 10) was sabotaged by Kiev. In accordance with the 
parameters coordinated between Ukraine and Lugansk, the Shchastye crossing 
point was to be used exclusively by vehicles, including humanitarian convoys. 
However, Kiev abandoned the agreement right before the opening of this 
crossing point. It was opened for pedestrians instead. The Ukrainian side knew 
that Lugansk was not prepared to operate the crossing point in this format. It is 
not surprising that Lugansk regardeds this as a provocation. The authorities in 
Kiev cynically exploited the people’s desire to return home to see their families. 
As a result, they had to wait in vain at the crossing point.
Kiev has not responded to numerous calls for coordinating the details of the 
agreed bus crossing at Zolotoe. There is a further 3 km stretch of the neutral 
zone to cover. By refusing to coordinate the details of the bus crossing and to 
ensure normal conditions there, especially in light of the approaching winter, 
Kiev has demonstrated disregard for its citizens, most of whom are elderly 
people with health problems.
Kiev also persistently delayed the coordination of conditions for an ICRC 
humanitarian convoy to go through the Shchastye crossing point towards 
Lugansk, which was scheduled to take place on November 17.

Q.: Do you believe that Kiev is still willing to implement the 
aforementioned measures - maybe later?
A.: We can hardly predict that. One thing is already certain: the team of 
V.A.Zelenskiy fails to create political environment that could contribute to a 
peaceful settlement of the intra-Ukrainian confl ict in the South-East.
For example, the authorities in Kiev continue to discriminate ethnic Russians 
and Russian-speaking citizens. The current language policy in the country that 
promotes Ukrainian at the expense of other languages - most notably, Russian - 
violates numerous international norms.
We also witness some openly provocative steps. The Verhovnaya Rada adopted 
a resolution on July 15 that scheduled the local elections in the country for 
October 25. The document blocked the work of the CG. The parliament called 
elections on the entire territory of the country except Donetsk and Lugansk 
regions. Elections there were supposed to take place only after Kiev regains full 
control of these territories. This contradicts the Minsk agreements. In response 
Donetsk and Lugansk refused to discuss other matters.

Q.: Could a new N4 summit give an impetus to implementation of the 
remaining measures?
A.: Convening such a summit seems to be appropriate only after all the Paris 
decisions are implemented. Ukraine’s attempts to organize a meeting of the 
leaders have no ground. Kiev should better focus on other things. To start with, 
stop criticizing the Minsk agreements. Avoid distorting the order in which its 
provisions are to be implemented. As for our American colleagues who tend 
to support the Ukrainian point of view - please keep in mind that the Minsk 
agreements became a part of the international law after the UN Security Council 
had adopted the resolution 2202. The US was at the table and voted “for” 
without any objections to the order of the provisions. 
As a reminder: Ukraine regaining control over the border with Russia is the 
last step that should take place only after the special status of the Donbas is 
incorporated in the Ukrainian legal system and local elections there are held. 
Kiev should also refrain from attempts to marginalize the Contact Group and 
substitute it with the N4 talks. Finally, let’s not forget that Russia is not a party 
to the confl ict. Thus, a direct dialogue between Kiev and Donetsk and Lugansk 
is the only way to settle it. After all, it all started in Kiev as the coup d’état took 
place in February 2014.

Russian Ambassador to the United 
States Anatoly Antonov answers 
media questions on the progress 

in implementation of the decisions 
adopted at the Normandy Summit in 

Paris (December 9, 2019)
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BY ROWAN SCARBOROUGH
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Attorney General William Barr 
took a special interest in how politi-
cal appointees in the Obama State 
Department became involved in 
debriefi ng dossier writer Chris-
topher Steele as he was selling his 
Trump-Russia conspiracy claims 
during the 2016 election, newly 
disclosed documents show.

At the time, late September and 
October 2016, Mr. Steele, an FBI 
source, was examining a number 
of avenues to propel his allegations 
about candidate Trump into the 
limelight before the Nov. 8 election. 
His dossier claims would end up 
discredited.

Mr. Barr made the request in 
May 2019, the month he appointed 
U.S. Attorney for Connecticut John 
Durham to investigate how the FBI 
opened and conducted its probe 
into Mr. Trump and his campaign.

A May 15, 2019, email, with the 
subject line “AG Barr Request,” is 
attached to a reply from the FBI. 
The reply contains email threads 
between Kathleen Kavalec, then-
deputy assistant secretary of state 
for Russia, and FBI agents assigned 
to “Crossfi re Hurricane,” as the 
probe was called.

At one point in the emails, an 
FBI offi  cial pushed back against 
“political rival” Ms. Kavalec’s desire 
to be briefed on what Mr. Steele 
was telling the bureau.

Overall, the emails show the de-
termination of Mr. Steele, a former 
foreign intelligence agent, to bring 
down the Trump candidacy by 
trying diff erent avenues, be it the 
news media, the FBI or the State 
Department.

What Mr. Barr did with the 
information is not disclosed in 
the documents obtained by Sen-
ate Finance Committee Chairman 
Chuck Grassley, Iowa Republican, 
and Homeland Security and Gov-
ernment Aff airs Chairman Ron 
Johnson, Wisconsin Republican.

Two issues were discussed by 
Ms. Kavalec and FBI agents: What 

Mr. Steele told Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State Jonathan Winer 
when they met in September 2016 
and what Mr. Steele told the FBI 
when bureau offi  cials fl ew to Rome 
for an Oct. 3 debriefi ng.

Ms. Kavalec wrote to Stephen C. 
Laycock, then a counterintelligence 
section chief, on Sept. 29 disclosing 
she knows all about Mr. Steele’s 
upcoming meeting in Rome. Ms. 
Kavalec and Mr. Laycock had 
met earlier in the day at the State 
Department.

“Regarding the issue we dis-
cussed at the end of our meeting, 
Toria [Assistant Secretary of State 
Victoria Nuland] inquired and was 
told the source of the information, 
from Orbis Security, is planning to 
meet on Monday, October 3, with 
[redacted],” Ms. Kavalec wrote. 
“This source also said some folks 
from FBI are fl ying out to meet 
him. Apparently the source and 
[Mr. Winer] know each other from 
New York. I hope that is helpful in 
putting the pieces together!”

Mr. Steele heads Orbis Business 
Intelligence, a private research fi rm 
in London.

The next day, Mr. Laycock fi lled 
in Crossfi re Hurricane leader Peter 
Strzok, who wanted the report 
written by Mr. Winer, identifi ed 
only as the “source.”

The follow-up was a Sept. 30 
FBI email exchange, in which all 
names are redacted, stressing how 
important it was to see the Winer 
notes that he handed to Ms. Nuland.

“You know how much of a pri-
ority this is, so any information 
real-time is greatly appreciated by 
the CD [counterintelligence divi-
sion] FO [fi eld offi  ce],” the email 
reads. “We have folks deploying 
to interview this guy [Mr. Steele]. 
They are looking for all they can 
get … specifi cally, the original docu-
ment. Thanks.”

Next, the FBI offi  cial told Mr. 
Strzok and others that Ms. Nuland 
had the notes, but Mr. Winer [not 
identifi ed as such] promised not 
to share.

In October a separate email 

thread started over how the Rome 
meeting with Mr. Steele went.

“Toria [Ms. Nuland] is back 
from Moscow and just asked me 
how the meeting [redacted] went 
earlier this week,” Ms. Kavalec 
wrote to Mr. Laycock. “Is three 
anything you can share? Happy 
to talk secure if that would be 
convenient. Best, Kathy.”

At this point, an unnamed 
writer chimed in, telling Mr. Lay-
cock it was none of State’s business, 
especially since the FBI was inves-
tigating a “political rival.”

“I also don’t know how its 
State’s business or how they think 
it appropriate to ask about a po-
tential FBI source meet on such 
a politically charged subject,” the 
offi  cial wrote. “That is sending 
fl ags up.”

“I think [redacted] will have 
the best approach and idea on how 
to give a non-committal answer,” 
the offi  cial wrote. “Obviously she 
knows we had a team travel [re-
dacted] and the source’s admis-
sion, but I don’t think we owe her 
any type of read-out and a political 
appointee should know better than 
to ask about a potential investiga-
tion of a political rival. I think we 
leave it at a meeting occurred, the 
FBI collected information.”

After the election, the FBI cre-
ated a Nov. 16, 2016, “electronic 
communication.” Its two para-
graphs were titled “US Depart-
ment of State employees aware of 
FBI relationship with Steele.”

Ms. Kavalec continued her 
search for Steele information by 
meeting with the man himself at 
the State Department on Oct. 11, 
2016. Notes from the meeting were 
not turned over to congressional 
investigators. They surfaced in 
a Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) lawsuit against the FBI 
by Citizens United, led by David 
Bossie.

In all, the State Department 
had three senior Obama political 
appointees obtaining Mr. Steele’s 
anti-Trump material: Ms. Nuland, 
Mr. Winer and Ms. Kavalec.

INVESTIGATION

State Department kept tabs on 
anti-Trump dossier, documents show

BY JEFF MORDOCK
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A federal judge on Tuesday 
offi  cially dismissed former Trump 
administration National Security 
Adviser Michael Flynn’s criminal 
case as moot because he was par-
doned by the president, ending 
a dramatic three-year legal fi ght.

U.S. District Judge Emmet G. 
Sullivan, who initially rebuff ed 
eff orts by Mr. Flynn, a retired 
lieutenant general, and the Justice 
Department to end the prosecu-
tion, took some fi nal parting shots 
before dismissing the case.

Judge Sullivan questioned the 
legal validity of Mr. Flynn’s par-
don, calling it “a political decision, 
not a legal one.” He added that Mr. 
Flynn’s acceptance of a pardon 
“implies a ‘confession’ of guilt.”

“The pardon ‘does not, standing 
alone, render [Mr. Flynn] innocent 
of the alleged violation,’ “ he wrote.

Judge Sullivan said he probably 
would have denied the Justice 
Department’s bid to drop the case, 
accusing the government of mak-
ing “dubious” legal arguments.

He blasted the government’s 
rationale to end the case as “ever-
evolving justifi cations” that “ap-
pear to be irrelevant or to directly 
contradict previous statements” 
made by prosecutors.

Still, Judge Sullivan dismissed 
the case, ensuring that Mr. Flynn 
will not face federal penalties for 
“any and all possible off enses” 
arising from the Russia probe.

Mr. Trump celebrated the news 
on Twitter, congratulating Mr. 
Flynn and saying his family has 
“suff ered greatly.”

Flynn attorney Sidney Powell 
said the scathing opinion shows 
Judge Sullivan’s “blatant bias,” 
adding that he should have been 
disqualifi ed from the case.

Mr. Flynn, who briefl y served 
as Mr. Trump’s fi rst national se-
curity adviser, pleaded guilty in 
December 2017 to lying to the FBI 
about his contacts with Russia’s 
ambassador to the U.S. during the 
transition period.

As one of the most signifi cant 
and earliest defendants ensnared 
in former special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s probe into alleged collu-
sion between the Trump campaign 
and Russians who interfered in the 
2016 election, Mr. Flynn immedi-
ately agreed to cooperate.

However, Mr. Flynn last year 
fi red his high-priced Washington 
lawyers and hired Ms. Powell, a 
conservative fi rebrand, to undo 
his guilty plea.

The Justice Department ear-
lier this year sought to abandon 
the three-year prosecution of Mr. 
Flynn, asking Judge Sullivan to 
dismiss the case.

Judge Sullivan resisted the 
Justice Department’s pressure, 
instead hiring a retired federal 
judge to argue against the case 
and weigh if Mr. Flynn should be 
held in contempt for admitting 
under oath that he is guilty, but 
later professing his innocence.

The Justice Department ar-
gued that Mr. Flynn’s statements 
to the FBI were not material to the 
bureau’s Russian collusion probe 
and that it could prove that he 
made knowingly false statements 
to the agents.

In his opinion Tuesday, Judge 
Sullivan blasted both of those 
claims.

He accused the Justice De-
partment of relying on a “newly 
minted defi nition” of materiality 
and questioned how Mr. Flynn 
could not accurately recall his 
conversation with the Russian 
ambassador.

“Mr. Flynn is not just anyone; 
he was the national security ad-
viser to the president, clearly in 
a position of trust, who claimed 
that he forgot, within less than a 
month, that he personally asked 
for a favor from the Russian am-
bassador that undermined the 
policy of the sitting president 
prior to the president-elect tak-
ing offi  ce,” Judge Sullivan wrote.

Judge Sullivan also assailed 
Mr. Trump, saying his interest in 
the case infl uenced the Justice 
Department’s decision to termi-
nate it, noting that the president 
tweeted or retweeted about the 
case at least 100 times.

“Given this context, the new 
legal positions the government 
took ... raise questions regarding 
its motives in moving to dismiss,” 
the judge wrote.

Mr. Trump repeatedly at-
tacked the Russia investigation 
and embraced Mr. Flynn’s case, 
going so far as to say he would 
be welcomed back at the White 
House.

JUSTICE DEPARTMENT

Judge airs objections before he 
dismisses pardoned Flynn’s case
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A judge formally dismissed former Trump national security adviser 
Michael Flynn’s criminal case Tuesday, ending a three-year legal battle.
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By Jordan Bruneau

Editor’s note: This is one in a series 
examining the Constitution and Federal-
ist Papers in today’s America.

A
s we head toward the Elec-
toral College’s vote on Dec. 
14, it would be useful to think 
about the risks posed by direct 

democracy.
Alexis de Tocqueville, the French 

political philosopher who traveled 
through the U.S. in 1831 and 1832, 
warned that the tyranny of the majority 
was the most signifi cant threat that the 
young nation faced.

Opposite to today’s mainstream 
media opinion, de Tocqueville con-
tended, “The main evil of the present 
democratic institutions of the United 
States does not arise from their weak-
ness, but from their overpowering 
strength.”

Today, this tyranny of the majority 
manifests itself most purely in the elec-
tion ballot measure system used by 26 
states, including California. These ballot 
questions generally allow a simple ma-
jority of votes — which may only refl ect 
a temporary condition — to change the 
law or even state constitutions, abro-
gating the rights of a minority for the 
long-term.

While some states, such as Florida, 
require a 60% threshold for passage, the 
pathology and the risk remain the same.

For example, in the 2020 elec-
tion, 52% of Colorado voters chose to 
transfer their state’s electoral college 
votes for president to the national 
popular vote winner. In Arizona, 52% 
of voters decided to raise taxes by 78% 
on residents earning at least $250,000 a 
year. Needless to say, fewer than 52% of 
Arizonans earn $250,000 annually.

These end-runs around the delib-
erate, consensus-building legislative 
process are what de Tocqueville and the 
American founders feared.

Even ballot measure victories that 
confi rm or preserve liberty likely will 
be only temporary. On Election Day 
this year, California voters narrowly 
defeated Proposition 15, which would 
have dramatically raised taxes on busi-
nesses, including small ones, at the 
worst possible time. The win, however, 
will likely amount to little more than a 
stay of execution. Tax-increase propo-
nents will almost certainly be back with 

another referendum in 2022 to try their 
luck again.

If that fails, they will be back again 
and again.

Given how close the results were 
this year, it seems like only a matter of 
time before they succeed.

“Majority rules,” cloaked in popular 
appeals for democracy, is a core tenet 
of the left’s governing philosophy. But 
should a simple majority be enough to 
tax away the property of a minority of 
the population? 

Pure democracy in action is little 
more than two hungry sharks and a 
surfer deciding what to do in the water 
(ask the Arizonans). At what point are 
individual rights to property and liberty 
more important than the will of the 
majority?

Many of the most authoritarian 
regimes in history, including the Nazis, 
were democratically elected. Like de 
Tocqueville, the American founders rec-
ognized the potential that pure democ-
racy would foster populist passions and 
violate inalienable rights.

As a result, they created a repub-
lic. They made changing the Constitu-
tion exceedingly challenging, requiring 
a two-thirds majority in both Houses 
of Congress or the support of three-
quarters of state legislatures.

Yet in states such as California, the 
state constitution can change with just 
50% plus one of the votes.

Even the “majority rules” 

justifi cation for ballot measures fails 
because the winning side on ballot 
measures rarely constitutes a majority 
of a state’s voters. California’s Proposi-
tion 15 received about 8.2 million “Yes” 
votes and 8.9 million “No” votes.  Even 
if it received the bare majority of votes 
needed to pass, that number would still 
represent only 35% — just over one-
third — of the state’s 25.1 million eligible 
voters.

Majority rule in theory is almost 
always minority rule in practice.

This minority rule is especially 
problematic when you consider that – at 
least in California — a small number of 
government union bosses are initiat-
ing and funding many of these ballot 
eff orts that infringe on liberties. Two 
union giants, the California Teachers 

Association and the Service Employees 
International Union, spent a combined 
$30 million to try to pass Proposition 15.

In other places, democracy is eroded 
by the very rich. In California this cycle, 
Mark Zuckerberg chipped in $12 million 
to pass Proposition 15.

Changing the ballot measure 
threshold to successfully pass tax hikes 
to a two-thirds majority or even 50% 
of all eligible voters seem like basic 
protections from the tyranny of the 
well-funded or otherwise energized 
minority.

Such reforms sound like great ideas 
for future ballot measures. 

To pass, they would need the votes of 
only about one-third of eligible voters.

⦁ Jordan Bruneau is with the Califor-
nia Policy Center.

State ballot measures show tyranny of majority rule
Founders feared end-runs around legislative process
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“At what point are individual rights to property and liberty more important than the will 
of the majority?” asks Jordan Bruneau of the California Policy Center.

because you can’t steal hundreds of 
thousands of votes,” the president said at 
the White House. “Let’s see whether or 
not somebody has the courage, whether 
it’s a legislator or legislatures, or whether 
it’s a justice of the Supreme Court or a 
number of justices of the Supreme Court. 
Let’s see if they have the courage to do 
what everybody in this country knows 
is right.”

Mr. Trump also retweeted a photo 
of Supreme Court Justice Amy Coney 
Barrett, the latest of his three appointees, 
with beams of light emerging from her 
eyes.

But the Supreme Court justices re-
jected a petition Tuesday from Rep. Mike 
Kelly, Pennsylvania Republican, who 
fi led a pro-Trump lawsuit challenging his 
state’s mail-in ballots. The court rejected 
that case without comment.

Mr. Kelly asked the justices to order 
all mail-in ballots thrown out and to 
reverse the state’s offi  cial certifi cation 
of election results. It was the fi rst peti-
tion to reach the high court seeking 
to delay or overturn the results of the 
presidential election.

The Republicans pleaded for the Su-
preme Court to get involved hours after 
Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, a 
Republican, sued Georgia, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin at the high 
court for holding a “fl awed” election. Mr. 
Biden won all four states, which certi-
fi ed their results before Tuesday’s “safe 
harbor” deadline for resolving election 
disputes.

The Texas lawsuit argues that the 
four swing states, which have a com-
bined 62 electoral votes, violated the 
Constitution by expanding mail-in bal-
loting without the approval of their 
elected legislators. Mr. Paxton asked 
the Supreme Court to order the states 
to choose presidential electors in their 
legislatures, all of which are controlled 
by Republicans.

“By ignoring both state and federal 
law, these states have not only tainted 

the integrity of their own citizens’ vote, 
but of Texas and every other state that 
held lawful elections,” the complaint 
stated. “Their failure to abide by the 
rule of law casts a dark shadow of doubt 
over the outcome of the entire election.”

The lawsuit further highlighted how 
Mr. Trump’s postelection campaign is 
dividing the Republican Party. About 
half of the Republicans in Georgia’s state 
Senate applauded the Texas lawsuit and 
urged the Supreme Court to hear the 
“very important” case, but the offi  ce of 
Georgia Attorney General Chris Carr, a 
Republican, called the lawsuit “consti-
tutionally, legally and factually wrong.”

The president’s allies across the coun-
try were exerting pressure on other 
Republican state attorneys general to 
support Mr. Paxton’s lawsuit.

Americans for Limited Government 
President Rick Manning said other states 
must join in the case “for the sake of 
not only this election, but all future 
elections.”

Michigan Attorney General Dana 
Nessel, a Democrat, called the lawsuit 
“a publicity stunt, not a serious legal 
pleading.”

“The erosion of confi dence in our 
democratic system isn’t attributable to 
the good people of Michigan, Wisconsin, 

Georgia or Pennsylvania, but rather to 
partisan offi  cials like Mr. Paxton who 
place loyalty to a person over loyalty to 
their country,” Ms. Nessel added.

Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh 
Shapiro, also a Democrat, said, “These 
continued attacks on our fair and free 
election system are beyond meritless, 
beyond reckless.”

Many legal analysts said the Texas 
lawsuit was a long shot at best.

University of Iowa law school profes-
sor Derek Muller, a specialist in election 
law, said the last time such a case was 
brought directly to the high court was 
in 1966, when Delaware challenged New 
York’s “winner-take-all method of award-
ing electors.”

But the Supreme Court rejected the 
case without comment, he said.

Ilya Shapiro, publisher of the Cato 
Institute’s Supreme Court Review, said 
Texas’ lawsuit wasn’t “as bad as” some 
of the other election challenges that 
have been fi led, but he still said it was 
“frivolous.”

“Even the state’s theory of standing 
is dubious. Note that the Texas solicitor 
general, whose job it is to represent the 
state before the Supreme Court, didn’t 
sign the fi ling. Paxton had to hire a ‘spe-
cial counsel,’” Mr. Shapiro said.

Josh Blackman, a professor at South 
Texas College of Law, said the case was 
perplexing and likely had no chance of 
success.

The president, whose legal team has 
been rejected in nearly every election 
challenge in six states, insisted again that 
he won reelection. He blamed Demo-
crats for stealing the election through 
coordinated fraud with mail-in ballots 
and irregularities in tabulating the votes.

Mr. Trump listed his administration’s 
achievements and concluded, “We were 
rewarded with a victory.”

“You can’t have fraud and deception 
and all of the things that [Democrats] 
did,” Mr. Trump said. “I received almost 
75 million votes, the highest number of 
votes in the history of our country for a 
sitting president. … All you have to do 
is turn on your local television set and 
you’ll see what happened with thousands 

of ballots coming out from under tables. 
… And if somebody has the courage, 
I know who the next administration 
will be.”

Electoral College members are to 
meet in each state capital Monday to 
formally cast their votes for president. 
Mr. Biden has 306 electoral votes to Mr. 
Trump’s 232. A candidate needs at least 
270 to win the presidency.

Despite the deadline next week that 
should seal Mr. Biden’s victory, the presi-
dent’s attorneys said Tuesday that they 
will fi ght on through at least Jan. 6, the 
date of “ultimate signifi cance” in a presi-
dential election. That is when Congress 
meets to approve each state’s slate of 
presidential electors.

The president and his supporters are 
urging congressional Republicans to 
challenge Mr. Biden’s electoral votes in 
the House and Senate next month.

Trump attorneys Rudolph W. Giuliani 
and Jenna Ellis, both of whom have tested 
positive for COVID-19, also said the “only 
fi xed day in the U.S. Constitution is the 
inauguration of the president on January 
20 at noon.” Their statement suggested 
that their legal challenges could continue 
until the moment Mr. Biden presumably 
will say “so help me God” with his hand 
on a Bible.

Attorney General William Barr last 
week said the Justice Department has 
found no evidence of voting fraud on a 
scale that would have changed the elec-
tion’s outcome.

The justices are scheduled to meet 
for a closed-door conference Friday and 
could issue orders related to election 
challenges this week. But most court 
watchers are skeptical that the high court 
would want to weigh in on the contested 
election.

Other lawsuits are still working their 
way through courts.

The Arizona Supreme Court rejected 
a complaint Tuesday from state Repub-
lican Party Chair Kelli Ward, who has 
challenged absentee ballots in Maricopa 
County. The court said a trial judge had 
not abused his discretion in disallowing 
the inspection of more ballots.

Sidney Powell, a pro-Trump lawyer, 

has taken her case alleging wrongdoing 
with voting machines used in Georgia 
to a federal appeals court. She fi led the 
appeal after a federal district court judge 
dismissed the case Monday. Another 
judge dismissed her Michigan lawsuit 
on Monday involving similar allegations.

But Ms. Powell also has claims still 
pending before district court judges in 
Arizona and Wisconsin.

The Arizona judge heard oral argu-
ments against state offi  cials Tuesday 
morning concerning Dominion Voting 
Systems’ machines. She said she will 
decide whether to dismiss the case 
by Wednesday afternoon “at the very 
latest.”

The lawsuits claim Dominion Voting 
Systems’ machines connected to the inter-
net, which violates election security laws.

The Arizona lawsuit challenges more 
than 412,000 votes in the battleground 
state, which certifi ed its results last month. 
Mr. Biden defeated Mr. Trump in Arizona 
by 10,457 votes, or 0.3 percentage points.

Judge Diane J. Humetewa, an Obama 
appointee, noted during Tuesday’s hearing 
that the state’s election results already had 
been certifi ed.

Julia Haller, who argued the case on 
behalf of those contesting the election, 
said Bush v. Gore, the 2000 case chal-
lenging Florida’s results, was considered 
by the high court justices after the state 
certifi ed the result as a Bush victory.

“The U.S. Supreme Court did not say 
it is too late,” Ms. Haller said.

She said the issue presented is not par-
tisan because the House passed a voting 
rights and election integrity bill last year 
that said “voting machines should not be 
connected to the internet.”

“This is an election integrity issue,” 
she told the judge.

Justin Nelson, the lawyer representing 
Arizona offi  cials, said the lawsuit con-
sisted of “conspiracy allegations” and the 
court should dismiss the “frivolous” case.

Judge Timothy C. Batten, a Bush 
appointee, dismissed a similar lawsuit 
against Georgia offi  cials Monday, as did 
Judge Linda V. Parker, an Obama appoin-
tee who heard the Michigan case alleging 
the same voter fraud involving Dominion. 

ELECTION
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Presumed President-elect Joseph R. 
Biden is expected to be awarded 306 
votes to President Trump’s 232 when the 
Electoral College meets Monday.

BY GABRIELLA MUÑOZ

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The Trump administration on Tues-
day proposed a new coronavirus relief 
package that includes a round of $600 
stimulus checks for Americans reeling 
from the economic shutdowns.

The White House’s $916 billion pro-
posal was sweeter than the bipartisan 
compromise package and Senate Re-
publicans’ off er, signaling a better shot 
at a deal before Congress takes its winter 
vacation.

The proposal, which Treasury Sec-
retary Stephen T. Mnuchin presented 
to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, was the 
fi rst off er from the White House since 
before the Nov. 3 election.

It upped the ante from the $908 bil-
lion bipartisan compromise and put the 
hot-button items of liability protections 
for businesses and extra spending on 
state and local governments back on the 

table for Republicans.
“It’s a much better product,” said 

House Minority Leader McCarthy, Cali-
fornia Republican, who was briefed by 
Mr. Mnuchin on the proposal. “I don’t 
see a reason why Pelosi should be op-
posed to it.”

He heralded the $600 direct payments 
as a breakthrough.

Congress approved $1,200 stimulus 
checks in March but has not been able 
to agree on another round of direct 
payments, though President Trump 
backed the payments in subsequent 
relief packages.

There were no direct payments in the 
bipartisan framework, despite bipartisan 
interest, because there was still signifi -
cant opposition from Republicans.

Some of the money would come from 
$140 billion in unused funds from the 
Paycheck Protection Program and $429 
billion would come from Treasury funds.

“I look forward to achieving bipartisan 

agreement so we can provide this critical 
economic relief to American workers, 
families and businesses,” Mr. Mnuchin 
said.

Still, policy provisions in the pro-
posal gave Democrats pause, such as a 
reported trade-off  of the $300 a week 
enhanced unemployment payments for 
those $600 direct payments. 

 Mrs. Pelosi, California Democrat, 
and Senate Minority Leader Charles E. 
Schumer, New York Democrat, said in a 
joint statement that they saw progress 
but want bipartisan talks on the $908 
billion negotiations.

“The President’s proposal starts by 
cutting the unemployment insurance 
proposal being discussed by bipartisan 
Members of the House and Senate from 
$180 billion to $40 billion. That is unac-
ceptable,” they said.

Hours earlier, Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, Kentucky Republican, 
suggested dropping the provisions on 

liability and state and local government 
aid from the bipartisan coronavirus relief 
deal because they are the most conten-
tious elements.

Democrats immediately rejected his 
proposal and accused him of trying to 
sabotage the deal.

The two issues — opposing top pri-
orities for Democrats and Republicans — 
have been at the center of collapsed coro-
navirus-relief deals since the summer.

Republicans remain wary of funding 
for state and local governments becom-
ing a “bailout” for Democrat-run states 
and cities where budget woes predate 
the pandemic.

Democrats argue an infusion of fed-
eral dollars is necessary to keep fi rst 
responders paid and shore up state 
and municipal budgets hard hit by the 
shutdowns.

“Leader McConnell’s eff orts to under-
mine good-faith, bipartisan negotiations 
are appalling,” said Mrs. Pelosi, California 

Democrat. “What does Leader McCon-
nell have against our heroes? Our health 
care workers, our fi rst responders and 
other frontline workers have risked their 
lives to save lives. Now, Leader McCon-
nell wants them to lose their jobs and 
our constituents to lose the essential 
services they provide.”

The White House bid promises to 
change the posture on both sides of the 
Capitol.

Lawmakers who endorsed a $908 
billion bipartisan, bicameral framework 
were working feverishly to hammer out 
details of the deal. They were hung up 
on a handful of policy disagreements — 
namely the standoff  on liability protec-
tions and state and local funding.

Sens. Angus King, a Maine indepen-
dent who caucuses with Democrats, and 
Lindsey Graham, South Carolina Repub-
lican, have been drafting a compromise 
for liability protection.

Mr. King said they were “very close..” 

PANDEMIC

White House virus relief eff ort includes $600 stimulus checks
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environmental toxins, the harmful ef-
fects of military waste “burn pits,” new 
causes and forms of traumatic brain 
injury, and the nationwide epidemic of 
opioid addiction that has not spared the 
military. The agency also has struggled 
with leadership gaps, staff  shortfalls and 
poor organizational performance.

Throw in the threat and resource 
demands that the coronavirus poses 
to aging veterans and their families, 
and the VA faces a major management 
challenge, the Biden team says. The VA 
reported a monthly record of more than 
1,000 patient deaths from COVID-19 
in November at department medical 
centers, and analysts fear the December 
numbers will be worse.

“The integration of a new generation 
of veterans into the VA system has added 
a substantial number of veterans eligible 
for health care and other benefi ts as 
overall demand for services has surged,” 
the Biden campaign said this summer. 
“Too often, the VA’s performance in 
terms of access, outcomes, cost and ac-
countability is mixed.”

Ms. Duckworth is a former National 
Guard Black Hawk pilot who became 
a double amputee when her helicopter 
was struck by a rocket-propelled gre-
nade fi red by an Iraqi insurgent. Mr. 
Murphy, the fi rst veteran of the Iraq 
War elected to the House, was a U.S. 

Army lawyer in Baghdad with the 82nd 
Airborne Division.

Ms. Duckworth’s chances are said 
to be clouded by Mr. Biden’s professed 
reluctance to nominate sitting senators 
at a time when the chamber is closely 
divided.

Joe Chenelly, the national executive 
director for the military advocacy group 
AMVETS, said a post-9/11 pick for sec-
retary of veterans aff airs would be able 
to grasp the evolving challenges and 
needs of veterans.

“I know a lot of people who have a 
disdain for Washington who are really 
qualifi ed people, great leaders and great 
thinkers,” Mr. Chenelly said. “This is a 
generation that’s really coming into its 
own now.”

He said Mr. Murphy seems to have 
an inside track on the job. Others men-
tioned for the post include former Rep. 
Chet Edwards, Texas Democrat, and 
Robert McDonald, a former CEO of 
Procter & Gamble who held the VA posi-
tion during the Obama administration.

Mr. Murphy was heavily involved 
in the Biden campaign in the crucial 
state of Pennsylvania and was “among 
the best if not ‘the’ best congressmen 
for veterans,” said Mr. Chenelly, who 
spent more than seven years in the 
Marine Corps and fought in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.

Mr. Chenelly questions whether Mr. 
Murphy has the management experi-
ence to run such a large and histori-
cally unwieldy department. “The VA 

is absolutely massive. It’s hard to fi nd 
people who are qualifi ed,” Mr. Chenelly 
said.

“There’s probably no perfect candi-
date out there,” he said. “They all seem 
to have the right mindset about growing 
the VA.”

Demanding transparency
In a statement to The Washington 

Times, the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
said last week that it “fully expects” the 
Department of Veterans Aff airs to renew 
the agency’s commitment to transpar-
ency with former military members and 
their families.

“Our veterans demand this — and 
quite frankly deserve this — type of 
leadership at their VA as we move into 
2021 and beyond,” said Terrence L. 
Hayes, the VFW’s national director of 
communications.

In a September interview with the 
American Legion magazine, former 
Vice President Biden said he would 
commit to providing high quality care 
for veterans enrolled in the VA system 
and strike a balance between the VA and 
community care.

“I will expand VA eHealth and tele-
medicine to provide rural veterans ac-
cess to the best providers,” Mr. Biden 
said. “I will provide the VA with the 
fl exibility and tools to hire and retain 
top medical talent and invest in creating 
training opportunities to ensure a pipe-
line of needed health care professionals.”

Meg Kabat, a clinical social worker 

and former national director of the VA’s 
caregiver support program, is leading 
Mr. Biden’s transition team at the De-
partment of Veterans Aff airs.

The Biden campaign said the incom-
ing administration has a plan to keep the 
“sacred obligation” to America’s military 
veterans. It said President Trump “nei-
ther understands nor respects the idea 
of ‘duty, honor, country’ that inspires 
our brave military members to serve 
and imbues our veterans with pride.”

The handoff  of power already has 
created some tension, with Mr. Trump 
not formally conceding the election. Sen. 
Jon Tester, Montana Democrat, and Sen. 
Brian Schatz, Hawaii Democrat, wrote a 
letter to outgoing VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie last week complaining that the 
department was trying to nail down 
policies and protect some executives 
before the Biden administration takes 
offi  ce next month.

“We are writing … to direct you to 
cease any further eff orts to rush policies 
or hiring decisions, during your fi nal 
weeks as secretary, which merit more 
scrutiny and should be left to the in-
coming administration,” the letter said.

The VA denied it was trying to “bur-
row” personnel and policies into place, 
the publication Government Executive 
reported.

Some changes are already on the 
docket.

In addition to addressing basic is-
sues such as fi nding the right balance 
of VA care and purchased care and 

establishing better coordination be-
tween the VA and other agencies such 
as the Department of Defense, Mr. Biden 
said, he would support the legalization 
of cannabis for medical purposes, which 
includes allowing the VA to research its 
use to treat veteran-specifi c health care 
needs, they said.

In the interview with the American 
Legion, Mr. Biden said the VA’s decision 
to suspend in-person disability exams 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic 
has resulted in a tremendous backlog of 
cases that must be eliminated.

“VA must develop and release a plan 
to safely resume compensation and pen-
sion exams,” he said. “This may include 
opening contract sites where their sole 
purpose is well-person care in areas 
where it is now safe to do so. It may 
also require plans to conduct exams, or 
portions of the exam, virtually.”

It took decades for the U.S. govern-
ment to acknowledge that Agent Orange, 
a defoliant used during the Vietnam 
War, was harmful to American military 
troops who were exposed to it. Mr. 
Chenelly with AMVETS said it’s crucial 
that the next VA chief avoid similar mis-
takes with the unique health concerns of 
a new generation of veterans, such as the 
eff ects from burn pits that were used to 
dispose of waste in Iraq and Afghanistan.

“We need them to acknowledge what 
these veterans are suff ering and dying 
from,” he said. “We need someone in 
there who can understand that and be 
willing to move forward with it.”

VETERANS
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murder of Spc. Vanessa Guillen shocked 
our conscience and brought attention to 
deeper problems.”

Fort Hood’s problems went deeper 
than sexual harassment. The central 
Texas base 60 miles from Austin reported 
the Army’s highest numbers of violent 
felonies. Just in the past six month, fi ve 
soldiers assigned to the base have been 
killed, and the review panel said the 
base’s criminal investigation unit lacked 
the expertise and manpower to take on 
such cases.

Among those relieved were Maj. Gen. 
Scott Effl  andt, deputy commanding gen-
eral at III Corps and until recently the 
acting Fort Hood base commander, and 
Command Sgt. Maj. Bradley Knapp, the 
3rd Cavalry Regiment commander and 
senior enlisted leader.

“This report,” Mr. McCarthy said, 
“without a doubt will cause the Army 
to change our culture.”

Army Chief of Staff  Gen. James C. 
McConville told reporters at the Penta-
gon on Tuesday that he had spoken with 
Guillen’s mother earlier in the day.

“I told her that we’re going to fi x 
these issues and change the culture that 
allowed them to happen,” Gen. McCon-
ville said. “I told her we must and will 
provide a safe and secure environment 
for America’s sons and daughters who 
serve in the Army.”

Elevated risk
The civilian review included 70 rec-

ommendations and nine fi ndings that 
addressed fl aws in the Army’s Sexual 
Harassment and Assault Response Pre-
vention (SHARP) program at Fort Hood. 
Unit leaders knew or should have known 
of the high risk of harm to female sol-
diers, according to the report.

“I have determined the issues at Fort 
Hood are directly related to leadership 
failures. Leaders drive culture and are 
responsible for everything the unit does 
or does not happen to do,” Mr. McCarthy 
said.

Chris Swecker, a former FBI agent 
who led the review team, said Army of-
fi cials at Fort Hood turned a blind eye 
to the rash of sexual harassments and 
assaults in the ranks.

“While Fort Hood leadership 

aff orded the highest priority to main-
taining equipment, conducting fi eld 
training and ensuring deployment ca-
pability, a series of command elements 
executed these duties in a manner that 
was at the expense of the health and 
safety of all soldiers — but particularly 
for women at the brigade level and 
below,” Mr. Swecker said. “The dearth 
of command emphasis on the SHARP 
program adversely impacted mission 
readiness.”

The panel recommended changes to 
the staffi  ng and structure of the SHARP 
program at Fort Hood, and possibly be-
yond, to address “deeply dysfunctional 
norms and regain soldiers’ trust.”

The panel of fi ve civilians, which 
included lawyers and military veterans, 
conducted more than 2,500 interviews, 
including 647 in person. More than 500 
of those interviews were with women 
at Fort Hood, many of whom said they 
were reluctant to come forward before 
for fear of retaliation.

“There was a fear that the confi den-
tiality of the reporting process would be 
compromised,” Mr. Swecker said.

The review team members said they 
made a “concerted eff ort” to interview 
all the women assigned to specifi c units 
at Fort Hood, including the 3rd Cavalry 
Regiment where Spc. Guillen was as-
signed. They discovered 93 credible 
accounts of sexual assault at Fort Hood 
but only 59 that were reported.

“The process was so long and drawn-
out, most people never saw the actual 
results,” Mr. Swecker said. “Delays were 
built into the process, and nobody moni-
tored the life cycle of a sexual assault or 
sexual harassment complaint.”

‘Cathartic’
Carrie Ricci, a former Army lawyer 

on the review team, conducted many of 
the interviews with the female soldiers 
at Fort Hood. “It was a little bit cathartic 
for many of them because someone was 
listening. They felt like they were being 

heard,” she said.
The League of United Latin Ameri-

can Citizens (LULAC) was pushing the 
Army to take more aggressive action to 
search for Spc. Guillen after she turned 
up missing. In a statement, LULAC Na-
tional President Domingo Garcia called 
the development “a major step in the 
right direction.”

“LULAC looks forward to continuing 
to work with the Army to make sure that 
the changes are made that stop the sexual 
harassment and abuse of our soldiers in 
the military,” Mr. Garcia said.

Court documents later revealed that a 
fellow soldier in Guillen’s squadron, Spc. 
Aaron Robinson, killed her with a ham-
mer and then moved her body. Robinson 
killed himself this summer after he was 
approached by police in Killeen, a city 
just outside Fort Hood.

As it has done in past disciplinary 
cases, the Army declined to identify 
commanders in units at the battalion 
level and below who were fi red as a 

result of Tuesday’s fi ndings. Army Lt. 
Gen. Pat White, Fort Hood’s commander, 
kept his job because he only recently 
returned from Iraq, where he had been 
for 13 months, leaving Maj. Gen. Effl  andt 
in charge.

Senate Armed Services Committee 
Chairman James M. Inhofe, Oklahoma 
Republican, and Sen. Jack Reed of Rhode 
Island, the panel’s ranking Democrat, 
said they were encouraged that the Army 
was not hiding the problems at the base 
and not protecting those responsible.

“Many of the problems stem back to 
egregious mistakes made by the chain 
of command that created an unaccept-
able environment for the soldiers at Fort 
Hood, especially for female soldiers,” 
they said in a statement. “What’s worse is 
leaders weren’t held accountable. When 
that happens, the process breaks down. 
Fixing this problem is the right fi rst step.”

The review team found that soldier 
accountability was not strictly enforced 
at Fort Hood, resulting in ad hoc re-
sponses to reports of missing soldiers 
at each unit. That confusion prompted 
Mr. McCarthy to announce a change to 
the Army’s missing soldier policy. In 
the past, soldiers who were absent for 
unknown reasons were simply listed as 
“absent without leave” (AWOL), which 
is a military violation regardless of the 
circumstances.

“When one of our teammates does 
not report for duty, we will change their 
duty status to ‘absent-unknown’ and 
take immediate action to fi nd them,” Mr. 
McCarthy said. That includes providing 
a liaison offi  cer to the soldier’s family 
while the search continues.

Under the new policy, commanders 
must determine by a “preponderance 
of evidence” that a soldier’s absence is 
voluntary before they can be classifi ed 
as AWOL. 

Mr. McCarthy also directed the sus-
pension of Maj. Gen. Jeff rey Broadwater 
and Command Sgt. Maj. Thomas Kenny 
of the Fort Hood-based 1st Cavalry 
Division, pending the outcome of in-
vestigation of how that unit has dealt 
with sexual harassment and assault in 
the ranks. The Army is also opening an 
inquiry into policies and procedures 
of the Army’s Criminal Investigations 
Command.

“We have a lot of work ahead of us. 
This is an initial step to address and fi x 
these issues,” Mr. McCarthy said.

HOOD
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Secretary of the Army Ryan D. McCarthy (left ) and Gen. James C. McConville, chief of staff  of the Army, announced the fi ring or 
suspension of 14 offi  cers and enlisted soldiers at Fort Hood, Texas, and ordered changes to address a pattern of violence.

training program for Homeland Security 
Investigations, ICE’s investigative force 
that probes child pornography, counter-
feit football jerseys, violent street gangs 
and other issues.

“Pursuant to the executive order on 
combating race and sex stereotyping, 
ICE reviewed all employee training 
programs relating to diversity or inclu-
sion to ensure that the agency’s eff orts 
encourage employees not to judge each 
other by their color, race, ethnicity, sex 
or any other characteristic protected 
by federal law. Upon review, ICE has 
determined that two course off erings 
will no longer be available,” the agency 
said in an internal newsletter, which The 
Times reviewed.

ICE didn’t respond substantively to 
inquiries about the decision, but the 
agency said in the newsletter that it 
still valued anti-stereotype training and 
“funding that would have been used for 
these training courses will be reinvested 
in other professional development op-
portunities for employees.”

An offi  cial of the Homeland Security 
Department told The Times that the 
Tolerance Museum training was exactly 
the sort of thing the executive order was 
trying to weed out of agencies.

The offi  cial said one part of the ICE 
training program at the museum in-
volved a Nazi uniform as a spur for 
conversation.

“The message is, ‘You guys are a step 
away from being Nazis,’” the offi  cial said.

The Simon Wiesenthal Center, which 
runs the Tolerance Museum, said it has 
not received any notifi cation from ICE 
about canceling the program.

But it provided testimonials from 
ICE employees who have been through 
the program and said it was worthwhile.

One called it “motivating and intro-
spective,” and another called it “the best 
leadership course I have ever attended.” 
Still another said the tie between the 
training and the museum exhibits “tied 
it all together.”

Dubbed “tools of tolerance,” the 
program has been used by tens of 
thousands of law enforcement offi-
cers over the years, though ICE said 
in 2016 that it was the first federal 
agency to use it and had spent more 

than a year tailoring the program to 
ICE’s needs.

The three-day course in Beverly Hills 
used the museum’s focus on the Holo-
caust and comparisons to racial strife in 
the U.S., such as the Civil Rights move-
ment and the 1992 Los Angeles riots, to 
help ICE executives “recognize their 
own inherent cultural biases,” accord-
ing to ICE.

Then-Director Sarah Saldana said 
the goal was to “transform the way” the 
agency’s leaders see their workplace.

The museum at the time said it was 
“inspiring” to work with ICE. That drew 
outrage from immigrant rights activists, 
who said it was shocking that a Jewish 
organization that sprang from Holocaust 
survivors would praise ICE.

The Homeland Security source said 
Ms. Saldana signed off  on the relation-
ship after a reported race crime in ICE’s 
Los Angeles fi eld offi  ce, in which dispar-
aging language was reportedly written 
on someone else’s property.

But the source said the incident was 
later determined to be a hoax.

The racial justice training remained, 
however, until Mr. Trump’s executive 
order sparked a rethink.

Irked by the aftermath of racial jus-
tice riots this summer, the president on 
Sept. 22 said the government shouldn’t 
be supporting programs that view the 
U.S. as “irredeemably racist and sexist.”

“Such ideas may be fashionable in 
the academy, but they have no place in 
programs and activities supported by 
federal taxpayer dollars,” Mr. Trump said 
in his order.

He ordered agencies to stop paying 
for programs that “promote race or sex 
stereotyping or scapegoating.”

Agencies are already changing their 
contract language to comply, the Na-
tional Law Review reported Monday.

Mr. Trump’s order also faces legal 
hurdles, with civil rights groups suing to 
block it. A federal judge in California will 
hold a hearing Thursday on a request to 
issue a preliminary injunction.

Some analysts also expect presump-
tive President-elect Joseph R. Biden to 
reverse the executive order. Whether 
agencies would restore canceled pro-
grams is unclear.

ICE canceled the Tolerance Museum 
and HSI implicit bias programs on its 
own, but, like other agencies, it has sent 
a list of other potentially questionable 

training programs to the White House 
for review.

Another ICE program took place at 
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum 
in downtown Washington, just a couple 
of blocks away from ICE’s headquarters. 
Titled “Law Enforcement and Society: 
Lessons of the Holocaust,” the daylong 
course involved seminars about behav-
ior and how the Nazis rose to power 
“unchallenged.”

At one point, participants were shown 
photos of Nazi SS troops, the Homeland 
Security offi  cial said. The message there, 
too, was “ICE is a step away from being a 
Nazi police force,” the offi  cial said.

The Anti-Defamation League was 
a partner with the Holocaust Museum 
in developing the program, but it says 
it cut ties with ICE because of Mr. 
Trump.

“As we became increasingly con-
cerned with the policies and practices of 
ICE under the now-outgoing administra-
tion, we ceased providing this program 
to their offi  cials,” the Anti-Defamation 
League said in a statement to The Times. 
“We remain open to revisiting this part-
nership in the future if our concerns with 
the agency are addressed.”

ICE
From page A1
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BOSTON | Researchers at a cy-
bersecurity fi rm say they have 
identifi ed vulnerabilities in soft-
ware widely used by millions of 
connected devices — fl aws that 
could be exploited by hackers 
to penetrate business and home 
computer networks and disrupt 
them.

There is no evidence of any 
intrusions that made use of these 
vulnerabilities. But their exis-
tence in data-communications 
software central to internet-con-
nected devices prompted the U.S. 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 
Security Agency (CISA) to fl ag 
the issue in a bulletin.

Potentially affected de-
vices from an estimated 150 

manufacturers range from net-
worked thermometers to “smart” 
plugs and printers to offi  ce rout-
ers and healthcare appliances to 
components of industrial control 
systems, the cybersecurity fi rm 
Forescout Technologies said in a 
report released Tuesday.

Most aff ected are consumer 
devices including remote-con-
trolled temperature sensors and 
cameras, the report said.

In the worst case, control 
systems that drive “critical ser-
vices to society” such as water, 
power and automated building 
management could be crippled, 
said Awais Rashid, a computer 
scientist at Bristol University in 
Britain who reviewed the Fores-
cout fi ndings.

In its advisory, CISA recom-
mended that users take defensive 

measures to minimize the risk 
of hacking. In particular, it sug-
gested cutting off industrial 
control systems from the inter-
net and isolated from corporate 
networks.

The discovery highlights 
the dangers that cybersecurity 
experts often fi nd in internet-
linked appliances designed with-
out much attention to security. 
Sloppy programming by develop-
ers is the main issue in this case, 
Mr. Rashid said.

Fixing the problems, which 
could afflict millions of im-
pacted devices, is particularly 
complicated because they reside 
in so-called open-source soft-
ware, code freely distributed for 
use and further modification. 
In this case, the issue involves 
fundamental internet software 

that manages communication 
between internet devices via a 
technology called TCP/IP.

Fixing the vulnerabilities in 
impacted devices is particularly 
complicated because open-source 
software isn’t owned by anyone, 
said Elisa Costante, Forescout’s 
vice president of research. Such 
code is often maintained by vol-
unteers. Some of the vulnerable 

TCP/IP code is two decades old; 
some of it no longer supported, 
Ms. Costante added.

It is up to the device manu-
facturers themselves to patch the 
fl aws and some may not bother 
given the time and expense re-
quired, she said. Some of the 
compromised code is embedded 
in a component from a supplier 
— and if no one documented that, 

no one may even know it’s there.
“The biggest challenge comes 

in fi nding out what you’ve got,” 
Mr. Rashid said.

If unfixed, the vulnerabili-
ties could leave corporate net-
works open to crippling denial-
of-service attacks, ransomware 
delivery or malware that hijacks 
devices and enlists them in zom-
bie botnets, the researchers said. 
With so many people working 
from home during the pandemic, 
home networks could be com-
promised and used as channels 
into corporate networks through 
remote-access connections.

Forescout notifi ed as many 
vendors as it could about the vul-
nerabilities, which it dubbed AM-
NESIA:33. But it was impossible 
to identify all aff ected devices, 
Ms. Costante said. The company 
also alerted U.S., German and 
Japanese computer security au-
thorities, she said.

The company discovered the 
vulnerabilities in what it called 
the largest study ever on the 
security of TCP/IP software, a 
year-long eff ort it called Project 
Memoria.

CYBERSECURITY

Researchers: Millions of smart 
devices vulnerable to hacking

BY MARION RENAULT
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NEW YORK | Brain scans off er 
a tantalizing glimpse into the 
mind’s mysteries, promising an 
almost X-ray-like vision into how 
we feel pain, interpret faces and 
wiggle fi ngers.

Studies of brain images have 
suggested that Republicans and 
Democrats have visibly diff erent 
thinking, that overweight adults 
have stronger responses to pic-
tures of food and that it’s possible 
to predict a sober person’s likeli-
hood of relapse.

But such buzzy fi ndings are 
coming under growing scrutiny 
as scientists grapple with the fact 
that some brain scan research 
doesn’t seem to hold up.

Such studies have been criti-
cized for relying on too few sub-
jects and for incorrectly analyz-
ing or interpreting data.

Researchers also have realized 
that a person’s brain scan results 
can diff er from day to day — even 
under identical conditions — 
casting a doubt on how to docu-
ment consistent patterns.

With so many questions being 
raised, some researchers are ac-
knowledging the scans’ limitations 
and working to overcome them or 
simply turning to other tests.

Earlier this year, Duke Univer-
sity researcher Annchen Knodt’s 
lab published the latest paper 
challenging the reliability of com-
mon brain scan projects, based 
on about 60 studies of the past 
decade including her own.

“We found this poor result 
across the board,” Ms. Knodt 
said. “We’re basically discrediting 
much of the work we’ve done.”

Watching brains ‘light up’
The research being re-exam-

ined relies on a technique called 

functional magnetic resonance 
imaging, or fMRI.

Using large magnets, the scans 
detect where oxygenated blood 
rushes to when someone does 
an activity — such as memoriz-
ing a list of words or touching 
fi ngertips together — allowing 
scientists to indirectly measure 
brain activity.

When the technology debuted 
in the early 1990s, it opened a 
seemingly revolutionary window 
into the human brain.

Other previous imaging 

techniques tracked brain activ-
ity through electrodes placed on 
the skull or radioactive tracers 
injected into the bloodstream. 
In comparison, fMRI seemed 
like a fast, high-resolution and 
noninvasive alternative.

A fl urry of papers and press 
coverage followed the technique’s 
invention, pointing to parts of the 
brain that “light up” when we fall 
in love, feel pain, gamble or make 
diffi  cult decisions. But as years 
passed, troubling evidence began 
to surface that challenged some 

of those fi ndings.
“It’s a very powerful thing 

to show a picture of the brain. 
It lends itself to abuse, in some 
ways,” said Damian Stanley, a 
brain scientist at Adelphi Univer-
sity. “People eat them up, things 
get overblown. Somewhere in 
there, we lost the nuance.”

Questions emerge
In 2009, a group of scientists 

investigated papers that had 
linked individual differences 
in brain activity to various 

personality types. They found 
many used a type of analysis that 
reported only the strongest cor-
relations, leading to potentially 
coincidental conclusions.

A “disturbingly large” amount 
of fMRI research on emotion and 
personality relied on these “seri-
ously defective research meth-
ods,” the group wrote.

Later that year, another pair 
of researchers demonstrated that 
the raw results of imaging scans 
— without the proper statistical 
corrections — could detect brain 
activity in a dead Atlantic salmon. 
Four years ago, another group of 
scientists claimed a diff erent com-
mon statistical error had led thou-
sands of fMRI projects astray.

This year, Stanford Univer-
sity researchers described what 
happened when they gave the 
same fMRI data to 70 groups 
of independent neuroscientists. 
No two teams used the same 
analysis methods, and overall, the 
researchers did not always come 
to the same conclusions about 
what the data demonstrated 
about brain activity.

“In the end, we probably 
jumped on the fMRI bandwagon 
a little too fast. It’s reached the 
threshold of concern for a lot of 
us,” said Duke University neuro-
scientist Anita Disney. 
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Scientists, researchers increasingly turning away from brain scans
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Scientists can use large magnets in a technique called functional magnetic resonance imaging that allows them to indirectly measure brain 
activity. Researchers, however, are becoming critical of some brain scan studies that purport to show exactly how our minds shape our behavior. 
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Researchers say smart device fl aws can be exploited by hackers to 
disrupt business and home computer networks. Devices potentially 
aff ected range from network thermometers to offi  ce routers.
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Fans of John Lennon created a display of photos, fl owers and candles 
at Strawberry Fields in New York’s Central Park on Tuesday to pay 
homage to the rock star and former Beatle on the 40th anniversary of 
his shooting death outside his New York City apartment building.

REMEMBERING A DREAMER

“Inked for Th e Very First Time … #family.”
— Pop music icon Madonna, on Instagram. She had the initials of her six children tattooed on her left  wrist.

BY CHRISTOPHER VONDRACEK

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Christians accustomed to in-
person evangelizing — including 
street preachers and door-knock-
ing Jehovah’s Witnesses — are 
reconsidering outreach during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, some say 
for good.

At Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Matt Queen is the associate dean 
of the Roy J. Fish School of Evange-
lism and Missions. He said students 
in an introductory evangelism class 
reach out to friends and strangers 
alike via text messaging, social 
chat platforms and other media in 
“trying to fi nd hope” in the midst 
of a pandemic.

“One student was evange-
lizing through Zoom with 500 
people from Europe and North 
Africa,” Mr. Queen said. “And 20 
people in those conversations 
made decisions to follow Jesus.”

The pandemic has prompted 
a conversation about the philo-
sophical and the practical for 
evangelizers, from how to talk 

about life and death to how to say 
hello when a virus could impart 
a deadly illness.

In March, the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses ended door-to-door preach-
ing out of an abundance of “love of 
our neighbors,” said Robert Hen-
driks, U.S. spokesman for Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. He said he believes 
door-knocking will resume after 

the pandemic, but perhaps with 
less focus for the faithful.

Mr. Hendriks added that on-
line weekly meetings for Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses have “swelled” 
during the pandemic.

“Over the last decade or two, 
Saturday morning is the morn-
ing you get things done — go 
to the Home Depot, soccer, the 
cleaner, ballet,” he said, acknowl-
edging social changes long before 
COVID-19 hit. “For decades we’ve 
been training our congregants to 
try alternative forms of witness-
ing … This shift has been the 
defi nition of a paradigm shift.”

An October survey of more 
than 1,000 Protestant pas-
tors by LifeWay Research 
found that nearly two-thirds of 
churches were less than 70% 
fi lled, compared to attendance 
pre-COVID-19.

But it’s the evangelistic thrust 
— preaching on street corners, 
singing in subways and handing 
out tracts outside a public park — 
that have sidelined many faithful.

In November, officials of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints began reassign-
ing a “very limited number” of 
missionary assignments, after 
bringing missionaries home at 
the outset of the pandemic.

“The Church is moving for-
ward in all areas of the world with 
ample caution, always strictly 
following the guidance of govern-
ments to prevent the spread of 
the pandemic,” reads a statement 
posted Monday on the church’s 
website on Monday.

Even the Salvation Army bell-
ringers who traditionally stand 
with a kettle pot outside supermar-
kets seeking donations are employ-
ing COVID-19 protocols and taking 
donations on cash apps.

In some ways, the changes are 
an opportunity to rethink engag-
ing with people outside the faith, 
says Gary Comer, an adjunct 
professor at the Talbot School 
of Theology in California and 
author of “Soul Whisperer: Why 
the Church Must Change the Way 
It Views Evangelism.”

Mr. Comer says the emphasis 
on the message — often depicted 
by street preachers or “go-get-
ters,” as he calls them — over-
shadows a relational approach 
to Christian witnessing that he 
believes the moment calls for.

“The pandemic really has af-
forded church leaders an op-
portunity to re-teach evangelism 
because not everybody, not ev-
eryone out there is going to wel-
come a stranger into their space,” 
Mr. Comer said. “I think there 
will be lingering psychological 
eff ects beyond this vaccine, and 
just like post-9/11, it’ll be with us.” 

RELIGION 

Face-to-face evangelism
fades during pandemic
Leaders encourage using technology to connect
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Th e COVID-19 pandemic has 
prompted a conversation about 
the philosophical and the 
practical for evangelizers. 
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER

Water quality, fl ooding
give watershed low grade

O’FALLON, MO. | A group 
developed to help improve 
management of the Mississippi 
River Watershed has issued it 
a disappointing report card, 
and says urgent action and 
billions of dollars are required 
to address fl ooding and water 
quality concerns in the nation’s 
largest rivers.

America’s Watershed Initia-
tive on Tuesday released its 
2020 report for the Mississippi 
River and its more than 250 
tributaries. The 2020 C- grade 
is only a slight improvement on 
the D+ grade the group issued 
for the watershed in its fi rst 

report, in 2015.
The watershed, which 

encompasses two-fi fths of the 
continental U.S. and 31 states, re-
mains threatened by increasingly 
frequent and extreme fl ooding as 
well as aging infrastructure and 
pollution, the report said. 

The report characterized 
water quality in the system as 
“very poor” due to increasing 
sediments and nutrients. It gave 
a D grade for water quality, fl ood 
control and risk reduction. Other 
factors assessed include ecosys-
tem health, the economy and 

recreation.
To protect the water system, 

the initiative called for $2 bil-
lion in annual funding through 
government and private sources 
to address issues such as river 
navigation, fl ood management 
and the ecosystem.

It also urged greater collabo-
ration among river interests and 
improvements in information 
gathering and public education. 

 — Associated Press

NEBRASKA

1 killed, 2 injured
in house explosion

OMAHA | An explosion that 
leveled a home in Omaha killed 
one person and left two oth-
ers critically injured Tuesday 

morning, fi re offi  cials said.
Omaha Fire Department 

Battalion Chief Scott Fitz-
patrick said fi refi ghters who 
responded to the explosion 
shortly after 8 a.m. found one 
person dead.

Two other people were rushed 
to a hospital. Their names were 
not immediately released.

The explosion also caused 
signifi cant damage to homes 
on either side of the house that 
exploded, the chief said.

The blast in south-central 
Omaha rained splintered lum-
ber and other debris throughout 
the neighborhood, and wit-
nesses said it was felt and heard 
miles away.

The cause was not immedi-
ately released, but crews from 

the city’s natural gas utility 
were on the scene. 

 — Associated Press

LOUISIANA

LSU’s request denied
in fraternity death case

BATON ROUGE | The Su-
preme Court has turned away 
an appeal from Louisiana 
State University, which spent 
years arguing that it should be 
immune from a lawsuit fi led 
by the parents of a fraternity 
pledge from Georgia who died 
of acute alcohol poisoning.

The court announced Mon-
day that it won’t review a May 
appellate ruling that LSU can’t 
claim immunity from a lawsuit 
fi led by Stephen and Rae Ann 

Gruver, whose son Maxwell 
Gruver died after a Phi Delta 
Theta fraternity party in 2017, 
The Advocate reported. 

The lawsuit, which seeks 
$25 million, alleges that LSU re-
sponded with “deliberate indif-
ference” to allegations of hazing 
at fraternities. It also said Phi 
Delta has “a long history of dan-
gerous misconduct at universi-
ties across the country.”

The university had claimed 
sovereign immunity, but the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
5th Circuit in New Orleans 
ruled that because LSU ac-
cepts federal funding under 
Title IX, it waives immunity 
from lawsuits claiming sexual 
discrimination. 

 — Associated Press

BRIEFLY
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Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. 
Charles “Chuck” Yeager, the 
World War II fi ghter pilot ace 
and quintessential test pilot who 
showed he had the “right stuff ” 
when in 1947 he became the fi rst 
person to fl y faster than sound, 
has died. He was 97.

Gen. Yeager died Monday, his 
wife, Victoria Yeager, said on his 
Twitter account: “It is w/ profound 
sorrow, I must tell you that my life 
love General Chuck Yeager passed 
just before 9pm ET. An incredible 
life well lived, America’s great-
est Pilot, & a legacy of strength, 
adventure, & patriotism will be 
remembered forever.”

Gen. Yeager’s death is “a tre-
mendous loss to our nation,” 
NASA Administrator Jim Briden-
stine said in a statement.

“Gen. Yeager’s pioneering 
and innovative spirit advanced 
America’s abilities in the sky and 
set our nation’s dreams soaring 
into the jet age and the space age. 
He said, ‘You don’t concentrate on 
risks. You concentrate on results. 

No risk is too great to prevent 
the necessary job from getting 
done,’” Mr. Bridenstine said.

“In an age of media-made 
heroes, he is the real deal,” Ed-
wards Air Force Base historian 
Jim Young said in August 2006 at 
the unveiling of a bronze statue 
of Gen. Yeager.

He was “the most righteous 
of all those with the right stuff ,” 

said Maj. Gen. Curtis Bedke, com-
mander of the Air Force Flight 
Test Center at Edwards.

Gen. Yeager, from a small 
town in the hills of West Vir-
ginia, fl ew for more than 60 years, 
including piloting an X-15 to near 
1,000 mph at Edwards in October 
2002 at age 79.

“Living to a ripe old age is 
not an end in itself. The trick 
is to enjoy the years remain-
ing,” he said in “Yeager: An 
Autobiography.” 

On Oct. 14, 1947, Gen. Yea-
ger, then a 24-year-old captain, 
pushed an orange, bullet-shaped 
Bell X-1 rocket plane past 660 
mph to break the sound barrier, 
at the time a daunting aviation 
milestone. 

The modest Gen. Yeager said 
in 1947 he could have gone even 
faster had the plane carried more 
fuel. He said the ride “was nice, 
just like riding fast in a car.” 

Gen. Yeager’s feat was kept 
top secret for about a year when 
the world thought the British had 
broken the sound barrier fi rst.

“It wasn’t a matter of not hav-
ing airplanes that would fl y at 
speeds like this. It was a matter of 
keeping them from falling apart,” 
Gen. Yeager said.

Sixty-fi ve years later to the 
minute, on Oct. 14, 2012, Gen. 
Yeager commemorated the feat, 
fl ying in the back seat of an F-15 
Eagle as it broke the sound bar-
rier at more than 30,000 feet 
above California’s Mojave Desert.

His exploits were told in Tom 
Wolfe’s book “The Right Stuff ,” 
and the 1983 fi lm it inspired.

Gen. Yeager was born Feb. 
23, 1923, in Myra, West Virginia, 
a tiny community on the Mud 
River deep in an Appalachian 
hollow about 40 miles southwest 
of Charleston. The family later 
moved to Hamlin, the county 
seat. His father was an oil and gas 
driller and a farmer.

“What really strikes me looking 
over all those years is how lucky 
I was, how lucky, for example, to 
have been born in 1923 and not 1963 
so that I came of age just as aviation 
itself was entering the modern era,” 

Gen. Yeager said in a December 
1985 speech at the Smithsonian Air 
and Space Museum. 

Gen. Yeager enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps after graduating 
from high school in 1941. He later 
regretted that his lack of a college 
education prevented him from 
becoming an astronaut.

He started off  as an aircraft 
mechanic and, despite becom-
ing severely airsick during his 
fi rst airplane ride, signed up for 
a program that allowed enlisted 
men to become pilots.

Gen. Yeager shot down 13 Ger-
man planes on 64 missions during 
World War II, including fi ve on a 
single mission. He was once shot 
down over German-held France 
but escaped with the help of 
French partisans.

After World War II, he be-
came a test pilot beginning at 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
in Dayton, Ohio.  

He returned to combat dur-
ing the Vietnam War, fl ying sev-
eral missions a month in twin-
engine B-57 Canberras making 

bombing and strafi ng runs over 
South Vietnam. 

Gen. Yeager was awarded the 
Silver Star, the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the Bronze Star, 
the Air Medal and the Purple 
Heart. President Harry S. Tru-
man awarded him the Collier air 
trophy in December 1948 for his 
breaking the sound barrier. He 
also received the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 1985.

Gen. Yeager retired from the 
Air Force in 1975 and moved to a 
ranch in Cedar Ridge in Northern 
California, where he continued 
working as a consultant to the Air 
Force and Northrop Corp. and 
became well known to younger 
generations as a television pitch-
man for automotive parts and 
heat pumps.

He married Glennis Dick-
house of Oroville, California, on 
Feb. 26, 1945. She died of ovarian 
cancer in December 1990. They 
had four children: Donald, Mi-
chael, Sharon and Susan.

Gen. Yeager married 45-year-old 
Victoria Scott D’Angelo in 2003.

MILITARY

Chuck Yeager, fi rst person to break sound barrier, dies at 97
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Retired Air Force Brig. Gen. 
Charles Yeager, the fi rst pilot to 
break the sound barrier, died. Th e 
quintessential test pilot was 97.
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Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
It helps cover over 350 procedures — from cleanings and fillings to 
crowns and dentures. Call today to get help paying big dental bills.

• See any dentist you want, 
 but save more with one in our network

• No deductible, no annual maximum

• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-827-4038
dental50plus.com/watimes

Get the dental care you deserve.

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020 
Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Product not available in all states. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A 
(ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 
(GA: B439B). 
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INDIA

Health offi  cials baffl  ed as
mystery illness hits many

NEW DELHI | Health offi  cials 
and experts say they are baffl  ed 
by a mysterious illness that has 
left over 500 people hospital-
ized and one person dead in the 
southern Indian state of Andhra 
Pradesh. First detected Satur-
day evening in the city of Eluru, 
victims start convulsing with-
out any warning, said Geeta 
Prasadini, the director of public 
health. Subsequent symptoms 
ranging from nausea and 
anxiety to loss of conscious-
ness have been reported in 546 
patients admitted to hospitals.

Health offi  cials said that there 
doesn’t seem to be any com-
mon link among the hundreds of 
people who have fallen sick, who 
come from diff erent areas and 
have had no apparent contact.

 — Associated Press

ISRAEL

Netanyahu rival Saar 
bolts to form new party

JERUSALEM | Gideon Saar, the 
leading rival of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu inside the 
ruling Likud party, announced 
on Tuesday that he was break-
ing away to form a new po-
litical party ahead of elections 
expected early next year. In a 
statement, Mr. Saar said that 
longtime prime minister had 
bungled the management of 
the health and economic crises 
stemming from the coronavirus 
pandemic and had turned the 
Likud into a tool for personal 
survival at a time when he is on 
trial for corruption charges.

Long considered a rising star 
in Likud, Mr. Saar emerged as a 
challenger to Mr. Netanyahu and 
was trounced in a party primary.

 — Associated Press

AUSTRALIA

Bill would make websites 
pay for journalism

CANBERRA | Australia’s gov-
ernment will reveal legislation 
in Parliament on Wednesday 
that would make Facebook and 
Google pay for the journalism 
they repost on their sites.

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg 
said Tuesday that the legisla-
tion to create the News Media 
Bargaining Code will be 
scrutinized by a parliamentary 
committee following its intro-
duction and before lawmakers 
vote on it next year.

The government had initially 
planned to exclude state-owned 
media — Australian Broad-
casting Corp. and the Special 
Broadcasting Service — from 
the plan, but Mr. Frydenberg 
said those broadcasters would 
be paid under the latest draft 
legislation.

 — Associated Press

BY BINAJ GURUBACHARYA

ASSOCIATED PRESS

KATHMANDU, NEPAL | It’s even 
bigger than they thought.

China and Nepal jointly an-
nounced a new offi  cial height 
for Mount Everest on Tuesday, 
ending a long discrepancy in the 
calculations between the two 
nations. 

The new agreed-upon height 
of the world’s highest peak is 
29,031.7 feet, which is slightly 
more than Nepal’s previous mea-
surement and more than four 
yards higher than China’s.

Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi and his Nepalese 
counterpart, Pradeep Gyawali, 
simultaneously pressed buttons 
during a virtual conference and 
the new height fl ashed on the 
screen. 

The height of Everest, which 
is on the border between China 
and Nepal, was agreed on after 
surveyors from Nepal scaled the 

peak in 2019 and a Chinese team 
did the same in 2020. 

There had been debate over 
the actual height of the peak and 
concern that it might have shrunk 
after a major earthquake in 2015. 
The quake killed 9,000 people, 
damaged about 1 million struc-
tures in Nepal and triggered an 

avalanche on Everest that killed 
19 people at the base camp.

There was no doubt that Ever-
est would remain the highest 
peak because the second high-
est, Mount K2, is “just” 28,244 
feet tall.

Using trigonometry and geog-
raphy, Everest’s height was fi rst 

determined by a British team 
around 1856 as 29,002 feet. But the 
most accepted height has been 
29,028 feet, or about 5.5 miles 
high, which was determined by 
the Survey of India in 1954. 

In 1999, a National Geographic 
Society team using GPS technol-
ogy came up with a height of 

29,035 feet. A Chinese team in 
2005 put it at 29,009 feet because 
it did not include the snow cap.

A Nepal government team of 
climbers and surveyors scaled 
Everest in May 2019 and installed 
GPS and satellite equipment to 
measure the peak and snow depth 
on the summit. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
visited Nepal later that year and 
the leaders of the two countries 
decided that they should agree 
on a height.

A survey team from China 
then conducted measurements in 
the spring of 2020 while all other 
expeditions were canceled due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Nepal’s climbing community 
welcomed the end of confusion 
over the mountain’s height.

“This is a milestone in moun-
taineering history which will 
fi nally end the debate over the 
height and now the world will 
have one number,” said Santa 
Bir Lama, president of the Nepal 

Mountaineering Association.
For China, the announcement 

appeared to be as much about 
politics as geography. China has 
drawn Nepal ever closer into 
its orbit with investments in its 
economy and the building of 
highways, dams, airports and 
other infrastructure in the im-
poverished nation. 

That appears to serve China’s 
interests in reducing the infl u-
ence of rival India, with which 
it shares a disputed border, and 
Nepal’s role as a destination for 
refugee Tibetans. 

A report in China’s state-
controlled Xinhua news service 
said nothing about the techni-
cal aspects of the measurement, 
but heavily emphasized the joint 
announcement’s geopolitical 
weight. 

China and Nepal will establish 
an “even closer community of a 
shared future to enrich the coun-
tries and their peoples,” Xinhua 
quoted Mr. Xi as saying. 

NEPAL

Such great heights: China, Nepal agree Mount Everest stands 29,031.7 feet tall

ASSOCIATED PRESS

China and Nepal jointly announced an offi  cial height for Mount Everest on Tuesday. Th e new agreed-upon 
height of the world’s height peak is 29,031.7 feet. A survey team from China conducted the measurements.

BY CARA ANNA

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NAIROBI, KENYA | Ethiopia’s 
security forces shot at and de-
tained United Nations staff ers 
as they tried to reach part of the 
embattled Tigray region, a senior 
government offi  cial said Tuesday, 
and he blamed the U.N. staff ers 
for trying to reach areas where 
“they were not supposed to go” 
in the midst of a civil war.

The shooting occurred amid 
soaring frustration among hu-
manitarians as desperately 
needed aid is still not freely 
reaching the rebellious Tigray 
region more than a week after the 
U.N. and Ethiopia’s government 
signed a deal for access. 

The senior offi  cial, Redwan 
Hussein, told reporters that the 
U.N. employees “broke” two 
checkpoints and were trying to go 
through a third when they were 
fi red upon. He said the staff ers 
have since been released.

“They were told in some areas 
they were not supposed to move. 
But they indulged themselves in a 
kind of adventurous expedition,” 
he said.

The U.N. did not immediately 
comment. It was unclear where 
or when the shooting occurred, 

but concerns have centered on 
camps that are home to nearly 
100,000 refugees from Eritrea 
amid reports that they have 
been attacked and abducted. 
The camps are near the border 
with Eritrea, which some fl eeing 
people have accused of entering 
the confl ict, a charge that Ethio-
pia denies.

The government of Ethiopian 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
is making it clear it intends to 
manage the fl ow of humanitar-
ian aid, but the U.N. has openly 
sought unfettered and neutral 
access according to international 
principles. 

Crucially, the deal allows aid 
only in areas under Ethiopian 
government control.

Ethiopia’s government late 
last month declared victory in 
the confl ict in the ethnic Tigray 
region against the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front. The govern-
ment asserts that the fi ghting has 
stopped, but the TPLF has said 
fighting continues. The TPLF 
leaders are on the run.

Food, medicines and other 
aid for some 6 million people 
— some 1 million of them now 
displaced — are in the balance. 
Food for the 96,000 Eritrea refu-
gees ran out days ago.

“Regaining access to refugees 
and others in need is urgent and 
critical for UNHCR and humani-
tarian organizations,” the head of 
the U.N. refugee agency, Filippo 
Grandi, tweeted Tuesday.

The head of the Norwegian 
Refugee Council, Jan Egeland, 
said his organization is “deeply 
concerned to fi nd that humani-
tarian access to the region is 
still signifi cantly constrained. ... 
These people can no longer be 
made to wait.”

The fighting in the region 
erupted Nov. 4 between Ethio-
pia’s government and the regional 
government of Tigray follow-
ing months of rising tensions. 
Since then, aid-laden trucks have 
waited at the borders of Tigray, 
even as warnings have become 
increasingly dire about the lack 
of food, fuel, clean water, cash 
and other necessities.

“Full access for humanitarian 
actors must be guaranteed,” EU 
foreign policy chief Josep Borrell 
tweeted Tuesday.

Prime Minister Abiy’s offi  ce 
said Monday it was working with 
the U.N. and others to extend 
humanitarian assistance “with a 
well-coordinated framework led 
by the federal government.”

On Tuesday, Mr. Redwan 

repeated that message and added: 
“No entity, multilateral or bilat-
eral, is supposed to supplant the 
government.”

Even after Mr. Abiy declared 
victory on Nov. 28 in what he 
called a “law enforcement op-
eration” against a Tigray govern-
ment he now considers illegiti-
mate, fi ghting has been reported 
in parts of the region, further 
complicating access for aid.

Thousands of people are 
thought to have been killed in 
the power struggle between the 
Tigray People’s Liberation Front, 
which dominated Ethiopia’s gov-
ernment and military for more 
than a quarter-century, and the 
government of Mr. Abiy, who 
sidelined the TPLF soon after tak-
ing power in 2018 and introduced 
dramatic political reforms and a 
peace deal with Eritrea that won 

him the Nobel Peace Prize.
Now Mr. Abiy rejects the idea 

of dialogue with the TPLF. Both 
sides began the confl ict heavily 
armed, leading to fears of another 
drawn-out confl ict in the strate-
gic Horn of Africa nation that 
is the continent’s second-most 
populous country.

Nearly 50,000 Ethiopians have 
fled into neighboring Sudan, 
where another humanitarian 
crisis is growing as aid workers 
set up food, shelter and other care 
from scratch.

“It has been a month since 
I have taken my pills,” said one 
refugee, Aksamaweet Garazgerer, 
who said she has HIV and needs 
antiretrovirals. “I would go every 
day [to the clinic] and they say, 
‘Tomorrow it will come, the day 
after tomorrow it will come.’ But 
it has not come yet.”

ETHIOPIA

Government clashes with 
U.N. over refugee aid fl ows
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Th e government of Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed is making it 
clear it intends to manage the fl ow of humanitarian aid, but the U.N. 
has openly sought unfettered and neutral access.

BY LAUREN TOMS

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The House on Tuesday over-
whelmingly approved the mas-
sive annual defense policy bill, 
rolling up a big bipartisan vote in 
the face of multiple veto threats 
from President Trump. 

The massive, $740 billion Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act 
(NDAA), which faces another 
test in the Republican-controlled 
Senate was approved by a 335-78 
margin. The legislation needs 
at least 290 votes to override 
if Mr. Trump carries through 
on his threat. In a rare show of 
defi ance, some 140 Republicans 
joined 195 Democrats in backing 
the traditionally popular bill, 
which sets military spending 
levels, greenlights a 3% pay 
raise for those in the ranks, and 
weighs in on a host of policy 
issues including Mr. Trump’s 
planned troop withdrawals and 
funding for the Mexican border 
wall.

The votes against the bill were 
virtually evenly split between lib-
eral Democrats and conservatives 
Republicans, as 37 Democrats and 
40 Republicans voted to reject the 
legislation.

Mr. Trump this summer issued 
a veto threat over a provision that 
remains in the bill that would 
rename nearly a dozen military 
bases that honor former leaders 
of the Confederacy within three 
years.

The president upped the ante 
with another veto threat this 
month via Twitter demanding 
the defense bill include language 
to repeal a longstanding legal 
shield for social media companies 
such as Facebook and Twitter 
regarding the content that runs 
on their sites.

But key Republicans have so 
far rejected the White House’s 
demand, saying the legal shield, 
known as “Section 230,” is not 
something that should be in-
cluded in a defense policy bill. 
As one of the few must-pass 

measures as the current Con-
gress winds down, the NDAA 
has become a tempting target for 
other pet projects.

“By passing [the compromise 
NDAA bill] with a sweeping, 
veto-proof majority, the House 
has proven we are capable of 
legislating and reaching compro-
mise that results in good policy 
outcomes,” House Armed Ser-
vices Committee Chairman Rep. 
Adam Smith, Washington Demo-
crat, said in a statement following 
the bill’s passage. 

He highlighted the provisions 
on the Confederate base names 
and the establishment of a new 
“chief diversity offi  cer” within 
the Pentagon “to ensure our 
military refl ects our country’s 
diversity.”

The massive defense bill in-
cludes a number of attractive 
features for lawmakers, including 
the troop pay raise, funding for 
new weapons systems, new poli-
cies to deter China and Russia, 
and increases in housing protec-
tions and standards for military 
families.

It rescinds Mr. Trump’s 
emergency declaration to ob-
tain funding for the Mexican 
border wall, puts at least a 
temporary hold on plans to 
draw down more troops in Af-
ghanistan, Germany and South 
Korea, and orders a Govern-
ment Accounting Offi  ce study 
of U.S. backing for Saudi Arabia 

in Yemen’s civil war.
It is unclear how many of the 

Republicans who bucked Mr. 
Trump on Tuesday will be will-
ing to defy him again in a veto 
override fi ght. 

House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, California Republican, 
voted for the NDAA on Tuesday, 
but said he would support Mr. 
Trump in an override battle if 
the president vetoes the measure. 
But Wyoming Rep. Liz Cheney, a 
member of the House leadership, 
told CNN earlier in the day she 
backed the bill and would vote to 
override a veto.

Mr. Trump has so far had a 
perfect record in sustaining his 
vetoes of eight bills during his 
four years in offi  ce, and Con-
gress has not managed once to 
assemble the two-thirds major-
ity in each chamber needed to 
override him. 

“It is my hope that the Presi-
dent signs the FY21 NDAA into 
law given how important passage 
is for our service members and 
their families, however I remain 
confi dent that Congress will ex-
ercise our authority to override 
a potential veto should he choose 
to put his ego fi rst,” Mr. Smith 
said.

The Senate is expected to vote 
on the fi nal version of the bill later 
this week, and all eyes are watch-
ing to see if it will also receive a 
two-thirds majority to avoid a 
presidential veto.

DEFENSE

House overwhelmingly 
votes in favor of defense bill
Sets military spending levels, greenlights pay raise

ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Trump threatened 
to veto the National Defense 
Authorization Act if it didn’t 
include language to repeal 
Section 230, a legal shield for 
social media companies. 

“We must not allow the future of our nation to be held hostage to political and positioning quarrels.”
— Congolese President Felix Tshisekedi, announcing Tuesday an end to the alliance with the party of former President Joseph 
Kabila aft er months of feuding in the governing coalition over security, elections, the judiciary and other issues
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DEATH NOTICES

Langelle,
Russell August
Age 98

Russell A. Langelle, 98, died 
peacefully on Tuesday, November 
24, 2020 of natural causes.

Mr. Langelle, who resided for 
much of his life in Northern Virgin-
ia, was born in St. Louis, Missouri. 
He graduated from the University 
of Missouri and, before WWII, was 
an advertising agency executive. 

During the war, and again during 
the Korean confl ict, Mr. Langelle 
served as a U.S. Navy aviator. For-
eign postings encompassed as-
signments in the Far East, Europe, 
the ISSR, and Africa. Mr. Langelle 
retired in 1978 and was awarded 
the Intelligence Star – for valor, and 
the Intelligence Medal – for excep-

tional achievement. 
In addition, Mr. Langelle was an 

early advocate for mental illness 
support and education. He was 
the former president of the Alliance 
for the Mentally Ill of Northern Vir-
ginia, as well as founder and inter-
im president of the Virginia Alliance 
for the Mentally Ill. 

Following his wife’s passing 
from cancer in 2001, Mr. Langelle 
became an active resident at his 
senior living community in Virgin-
ia, where he was well-known by 
residents and staff  for his happy 
demeanor, mischievous grin, and 
fun-loving jokes. Russ enjoyed fre-
quent visits with family and adored 
his great-grandchildren. He will be 
deeply missed by many. 

Survivors include Russell’s two 
daughters, Dr. Linda Varner and 

Mary Joyce; son, David Langelle; 
two grandchildren, Sarah Dickey 
and Joseph Langelle; and two 
great-grandchildren. 

Services will be at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, date pending.
Please sign the Guestbook at
www.legacy.com/washingtontimes

Devereux
Anne Rogers
July 24, 1928 -
November 12, 2020 

Anne Rogers Devereux of 
Chevy Chase, MD., passed away 
peacefully on November 12, 2020. 
Anne Rogers, the daughter of Jo-
seph and Helen Kemp Devereux, 
spent most of her life in Chevy 
Chase. She attended the School 
of the Sacred Heart and gradu-
ated from Newton College of the 
Sacred Heart in Massachusetts. 
She later earned a Doctorate de-
gree in Philosophy from George-
town University. 

Dr. Devereux was an Executive 
Assistant to Nelson Rockefeller in 
the Nixon Administration, working at 
the White House. She later worked 

in the U.S. State Department on the 
Fulbright Scholar Program. 

Anne Rogers is survived by 
three sisters, Agnes D. Blair, 
Virginia D. Sparrow and Patricia 
D. Crowley, as well as many 
nieces and nephews. She is also 
survived by Caroline Parrish Davis 
and Caroline’s children, Caroline, 
Mikle, James, Susanna, Marilin 
and Brian. Anne’s brothers, Jack, 
Joe and Kemp, and her sisters, 
Helen Egan and Sibyl Devereux, 
have predeceased her. 

Anne Rogers, known aff ection-
ately as “TanTan,” was a lifetime 
parishioner of the Shrine of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, and 
through the parish, established a 
tutorial program with St. Patrick’s 
School in Barbados, B.W.I. Tan-
Tan loved to entertain and hosted 

many Devereux family gatherings. 
She will be greatly missed by her 
family and many friends.

A mass and celebration of 
Anne Rogers’ life will be held at 
a future date.
Please sign the Guestbook at
www.legacy.com/washingtontimes

“We’ve got to get it moving,” Mr. 
Trump said, noting that Moderna’s re-
quest for approval is right behind Pfi zer’s. 
“Hopefully, that will go very quickly.”

Dr. Marks, who joined the FDA in 2012 
and rose to become director of the Center 
for Biologics Evaluation and Research in 
2016, hasn’t been a fi xture on the White 
House podium or in the Rose Garden 
during the pandemic. But experts say 
he has built confi dence in the regulatory 
process during a campaign year marked 
by concerns of political meddling.

“Peter has been a key fi gure in help-
ing to preserve the integrity of the FDA 
review and [the] decision to release 
vaccine under [emergency use autho-
rization],” said Peter Hotez, dean of the 
National School of Tropical Medicine at 
the Baylor College of Medicine.

Lawrence O. Gostin, a professor of 
health law at Georgetown University, 
said Dr. Marks is a “highly respected sci-
entist” and “the nation is in safe, capable 
hands with his leadership.”

The Pfi zer review is just the start. 
Operation Warp Speed hedged its bets 
by developing vaccines under three plat-
forms. Two drugmakers worked within 
each category, for six companies in total.

Vaccines from Pfi zer and Moderna, 
which used messenger RNA, are ahead of 
the others and are on track for approval 
by Christmas.

AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson 
are steeped in late-stage trials of their 
adenovirus vaccines. J&J is developing a 
single-dose vaccine — other candidates 
require two doses — and could apply for 
emergency use by January or early Feb-
ruary, said Moncef Slaoui, the scientifi c 
adviser for Operation Warp Speed.

Novavax and a partnership, Sanofi -
GlaxoSmithKline, are using recombinant 
proteins in their vaccines and may apply 
to the FDA in the fi rst half of next year.

“We have two in the hand, two close 
by and two to come,” Mr. Slaoui said.

Mr. Trump highlighted the mix of 
candidates as the White House refuted 
claims that it balked at a chance to buy 
more Pfi zer doses.

“We have some big ones we’re going 
to be announcing very soon,” Mr. Trump 
said. “Johnson & Johnson and others. 
They’re all coming in, and they’re coming 
in very quickly.”

The president said he is willing to in-
voke the Defense Production Act to pro-
cure additional doses of vaccine, though 
“we don’t think it will be necessary.”

Mr. Trump also signed an executive 
order that says the supply of U.S.-secured 
doses must go to Americans who want 

the vaccine before they are sent to coun-
tries abroad.

The president took credit for eff orts 
to produce ventilators and testing equip-
ment to fi ght COVID-19 but said little 
about the swirling crisis that is killing 
more than 2,000 people per day, based 
on seven-day rolling averages. More 
than 100,000 people are hospitalized 
for COVID-19 across the country, por-
tending more deaths. The disease has 
killed more than 285,000 Americans and 
sickened 15 million.

Critics have faulted Mr. Trump’s con-
fl icting advice on mask-wearing and 
crowds and say he should be focused 
on the pandemic instead of vote tallies 
showing his election loss to Democrat 
Joseph R. Biden. During the campaign, 
he told packed rallies that the U.S. was 
“rounding the turn” even as the situation 
worsened.

Responding to questions about the 
crisis, Mr. Trump said the vaccine was 
his “goal” and that some people have 
built-in immunity. He also defended 
White House Christmas parties by say-
ing attendance has been cut and many 
guests wear masks.

Pfi zer and Moderna did not send 
representatives to the White House event 
despite being the front-runners.

The White House said it planned to 
include the companies but then decided 

it would be inappropriate because Dr. 
Marks, a regulator, is reviewing their 
requests for emergency approval.

Paul Mango, a deputy chief of staff  at 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services, said Dr. Marks wanted to keep 
working Tuesday but “we thought it was 
much more important for the American 
people to hear from him briefl y about the 
rigorous process, the exacting process, 
that he is taking his team through to 
evaluate these [vaccines].”

“When he’s done, he’s going to head 
right back out to the FDA,” Mr. Mango 
said in introducing Dr. Marks.

The FDA on Tuesday released data 
from Pfi zer showing the vaccine reduced 
the risk of COVID-19 after the fi rst dose. 
Regulators also said the shots were 
“highly eff ective” at least seven days 
after the second dose regardless of age, 
weight or race.

The Vaccines and Related Biological 
Products Advisory Committee will dis-
cuss Pfi zer’s data Thursday and consid-
erations for various populations before 
voting on whether the vaccine deserves 
emergency approval.

The vaccination campaign is ex-
pected to begin within 24 hours of the 
FDA’s green light.

The United Kingdom began its im-
munization campaign Tuesday with 
a 90-year-old grandmother in central 

England.
Margaret Keenan, of Coventry, be-

came an instant celebrity by being the 
fi rst person to receive the Pfi zer vaccine 
outside of trials.

Donning a blue “Merry Christmas” 
shirt with a penguin on it, Ms. Keenan 
said she felt “so privileged” to be fi rst in 
line and was looking forward to spending 
time with family in the new year.

She competed for attention with the 
second person in line, who was named 
William Shakespeare.

HHS told The Washington Times that 
Operation Warp Speed leaders “have 
communicated with their counterparts 
in the U.K. and will continue to share 
information related to the strides that 
we respectively make in developing, 
manufacturing and distributing COVID-
19 treatments and vaccines.”

U.S. offi  cials say they need at least 
70% of the population to take the vaccine 
to develop the type of herd immunity 
that will get transmission of the virus 
to manageable levels next year.

Army Gen. Gustave Perna, who is 
guiding logistics for the White House, 
said he will tell his mother and sons to 
take the vaccine once it is available, as 
Operation Warp Speed tries to break 
through hesitancy across the nation.

“We can do this,” he said, “if we do 
it together.”

VIRUS
From page A1

the community that are urging school 
boards to be very cautious about return-
ing to in-person instruction. So you have 
viewpoints that they have to weigh and 
they have to look at the data. So it is a 
lot to navigate.”

Los Angeles County, whose 650,000 
students make up the nation’s second-
largest school district, will shut down 
all face-to-face instruction Thursday 
because of a surge in COVID-19 cases. 
As the schools have been closed to the 
larger population of students, the cam-
pus closures will aff ect 4,000 high-need 
students in kindergarten through 12th 
grade who have been receiving in-person 
tutoring and outdoor conditioning for 
athletes, schools Superintendent Austin 
Beutner said Monday.

“Because of the dangerously high 
level of COVID-19 in the Los Angeles 
area, it is no longer safe and appropri-
ate to have any students on campus. 
We will also be asking those who are 
currently working at schools to work 
from home if at all possible for the rest 
of the semester,” Mr. Beutner said in a 
community update.

While Los Angeles schools were 
preparing to shut down, those in the 
neighboring Torrance and Las Virgenes 
districts were welcoming back many 
students Monday.

On the East Coast, New York City stu-
dents have returned to the classrooms for 
a second time in just weeks after schools 
shut down in-person learning because of 
climbing COVID-19 cases.

The nation’s largest public school sys-
tem, with 1.1 million students, on Monday 
brought back preschool students and 
children in kindergarten through fi fth 
grade whose parents opted for a hybrid 
of remote and in-person learning. Last 
month, the school system shuttered its 
doors over concerns that the positivity 
rate for COVID-19 tests surpassed the 
3% threshold.

Schools will reopen Thursday for 
District 75 students, whose disabilities 
require instructional support, the New 
York City Department of Education said.

Schools Chancellor Richard Carranza 
said the district can reopen safely and 
tweeted that he is proud to welcome 
back 190,000 students. He previously 
said that the “unparalleled value” of in-
person learning has been evident over 
the past few months as school systems 
report lags in learning and increases in 
absences and failing grades.

The reopening plans exclude schools 
in state-designated “orange zones” or 
“red zones” denoting exposure risk. 
Students in sixth through 12th grade, 
except for those in District 75 schools, 
will learn remotely “until further notice.”

Any student in fi rst grade or higher 
returning to school buildings is required 
to submit a consent form to be tested for 
COVID-19 in school by their fi rst day 
back. The reopened schools will test staff  
and students randomly on a weekly basis.

More than 1,800 students and 2,320 
staff  in New York City’s public school 
system as of Tuesday have been infected 
with the coronavirus since the school 
year began in mid-September, according 
to city statistics.

The rate of positive tests now exceeds 
5%, but Mayor Bill de Blasio has said 
it’s safe to reopen schools by ramping 
up testing because few infections have 
been linked to schools, The Associated 
Press reported.

In Texas public schools, it appears 
that about half of its students are re-
ceiving in-person instruction. Of the 5 
million students enrolled, an estimated 
2,873,692 are on campus, of whom 40,985 
have tested positive for COVID-19 as of 
Tuesday, according to state health data. 
Of the 800,078 school staff , 24,567 have 
been infected with the coronavirus.

According to the Texas Education 
Agency, school districts have a four-
week back-to-school transition period 
to provide remote instruction for health 
and safety reasons. After four weeks, a 
school district can extend the transition 
by another four weeks if its school board 
approves and receives a waiver. The 
Texas Education Agency must review 
any request for an extension beyond 
eight weeks.

School districts can close a campus 
for fi ve days for disinfecting and cleaning 
if a COVID-19 case is confi rmed.

Thirty-six school districts last month 

asked the Texas Education Agency to 
close all or some of their campuses for 
longer than fi ve days because of a rise 
in COVID-19 cases, KXAN-TV reported. 
The Texas Education Agency oversees 
about 1,247 public school districts and 
other types of learning institutions.

‘We all want kids back in school’
In Florida, all 67 county school dis-

tricts have been open for in-person 
instruction. Nearly 65% of the state’s 
nearly 3 million students, or 1.85 million, 
are receiving in-person instruction, and 
about 1.2 million are learning remotely, 
according to an emergency order issued 
late last month by Florida Department 
of Education Commissioner Richard 
Corcoran.

“Parents are thankful that Florida 
is off ering a wide range of educational 
options so they can choose the best 
environment for their child. The vast 
majority of our school districts … report 
that 95 to 100% of teachers have returned 
to work,” department spokeswoman 
Cheryl Etters said.

The order expands on a mandate 
issued in July and directs all school 
districts to continue opening bricks-
and-mortar schools at least fi ve days 
per week for all students per health 
department guidance. Parents have the 
option of virtual learning but must opt 
in or else their child will have to return 
to the classroom for in-person instruc-
tion. The order also requires educational 
interventions for students who might be 
falling behind.

The Florida Education Association, 
which has more than 145,000 members, re-
ported Friday that 8,578 pre-kindergarten 

through 12th-grade students and staff  
have tested positive for COVID-19. Twelve 
schools have fully closed since the state 
started to reopen on Aug. 10, and 901 
classroom closings and quarantines have 
been confi rmed, the labor union said.

The state has a pediatric positive test-
ing rate of 12%, according to the Florida 
Education Association, and a statewide 
rate just under 8%. Both rates are above 
the 5% threshold that health authorities 
recommend to return children to school.

The association in July fi led a lawsuit 
against Gov. Ron DeSantis, a Republican, 
saying the order issued by Mr. Corcoran 
to keep schools open violated the state’s 
constitution. A circuit court granted a 
temporary injunction against the order 
in August only to have an appeals court 
reverse the lower court’s temporary 
injunction.

“The emergency order mandated, 
under threat of lost funding, a return to 
in-person learning in August without 
regard for the health and wellbeing of 
the people in our schools,” the labor 
union said.

Mr. DeSantis has said parents should 
decide what is best for their children, 
making the case for every school district 
to off er both in-person and virtual learn-
ing options.

In the Midwest, about 1.2 million of 
Illinois’ 1.9 million pre-K-12 students are 
learning remotely, and 584,776 are receiv-
ing a blend of in-person and distance 
instruction. About 170,203 students are 
solely learning in-person, data from the 
Illinois State Board of Education shows.

Chicago Public Schools plans to 
begin opening its buildings after winter 
break for families who choose to return. 

Preschool students have the option to 
return Jan. 11, and kindergarten through 
eighth-grade students can come back 
Feb. 1. High school students will continue 
to learn at home as the school district 
weighs options to return those students 
to the classrooms next year.

Other school districts across the state 
have halted in-person student instruc-
tion and switched to remote learning 
because of climbing COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations and deaths, according 
to media reports.

The Illinois Department of Health 
has confi rmed 13 school outbreaks and 
listed 825 schools with potential COVID-
19 exposures.

One of the state’s largest teachers 
unions last month called on Illinois Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker, a Democrat, and school 
officials to shut down school build-
ings because of soaring COVID-19 cases 
across the state.

Illinois Federation of Teachers Presi-
dent Dan Montgomery said the union 
also is asking school offi  cials to establish 
and enforce clear metrics for school 
districts to guide them for any future 
closures, the Chicago Tribune reported.

In Virginia, some of the common-
wealth’s largest school districts are either 
fully or partially virtual, accounting for 
about 80% of its 1.2 million students, said 
Mr. Pyle, the state education department 
spokesman.

“During recent weeks, as cases have 
spiked, we have seen divisions suspend-
ing in-person instruction and switching 
to all virtual for the entire division or for 
one or more schools. School divisions are 
making these decisions in consultation 
with local health departments,” he said.

Only 10 of 132 school divisions in the 
state are off ering in-person instruction 
more than four days a week. A quarter 
of the school districts are off ering fully 
remote classes for most of its students, 
a state snapshot from the education 
department shows.

This week, Virginia Beach and Meck-
lenburg County schools have switched 
to fully virtual instruction after allowing 
some in-person learning and services. 
Chesterfi eld County returned to all-
remote learning late last month, and 
the Bristol County school board voted 
Monday night to continue in-person 
instruction with mitigations in place.

Mr. Pyle summed up the situation: 
“I think everyone, at the local and state 
level, we all want kids back in school. 
That’s where they are going to thrive. We 
know that this is going to have an impact.

“Some students are doing well learn-
ing virtually, but we also know this is 
not a very good model for many other 
students, particularly our most vulner-
able students: students with disabilities, 
early learners who are learning English,” 
he said. “There will be learning losses 
that will have to be addressed.”
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New York City schools reopened this week for the second time during the pandemic. Parents can opt to send their preschool 
students and children in kindergarten through fi ft h grade to school under a hybrid model of remote and in-person learning.
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Metro “I’m stepping down from the House of Delegates to focus 100% of my time 
on building a grassroots movement to meet this moment.”

— Virginia Delegate Jennifer Carroll Foy, on seeking the Democratic nomination for governor

From combined dispatches

BALTIMORE | Baltimore’s newly elected mayor was 
sworn into offi  ce Tuesday after being elected on a 
platform of reducing crime, investing in schools, 
streamlining City Hall and creating opportunities 
for young people.

Democrat Brandon Scott raised his right hand and 
took the oath of offi  ce at City Hall’s rotunda. Now, 
Baltimore’s 52nd mayor faces the monumental task 
of moving the city past one of its lowest points.

“We will celebrate our wins, but this term is funda-
mentally about doing the hard work to put Baltimore 
on a better path,” Mr. Scott said after he was sworn 
in. “I am not a savior for our city. No one is coming 
to save us. We have the ability to save ourselves, but 
we can only do that together.”

The city has recorded more than 300 homicides 
for the sixth year in a row, and its population, busi-
nesses and tax revenues have not been spared by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Mr. Scott, 36, served as city councilman since 2011 
and became council president last year. His peers 
selected him for that job after Mayor Catherine Pugh 
resigned amid scandal and then-Council President 
Bernard “Jack” Young rose to take her place.

Mr. Scott in June defeated Mr. Young and a slew 
of other Democrats for the party’s nomination to lead 
the majority-Black city. He then defeated Republican 
Shannon Wright, a nonprofi t executive.

With his parents standing behind him, Mr. Scott 
said his goal is to “preserve the lives of all Baltimor-
eans.” He said the consequences of not having an 
eff ective crime-fi ghting strategy in Maryland’s largest 
city “are measured in the loss of Black lives.”

With the pandemic limiting indoor and outdoor 
public events, Mr. Scott’s inauguration Tuesday was 
a low-key event with no invited guests or dignitar-
ies. He made a brief address to the media after being 
sworn in at City Hall.

“Expectations are high because hopes are high,” 
Mileah Kromer, associate professor of political sci-
ence and director of a politics center at Goucher 
College in Towson, said before the inauguration. 
“Like any executive, he will be given with the public 

at least a honeymoon period, but in terms of public 
opinion, we don’t know how that honeymoon period 
will be aff ected by the pandemic.” 

Voters’ top priority in Maryland’s largest city is 
reducing violent crime. Before his inauguration, Mr. 
Scott said he plans to implement a holistic approach 
by involving agencies citywide, not just the police 
department. Scott said using a policing tactic known 
as “group violence reduction strategy” could be ef-
fective, even if it’s failed during previous attempts.

Under this targeted deterrence strategy, law 
enforcement aims to prevent violence by identify-
ing people who might be in a position to become 
shooters or victims and off ering them help, such 
as job opportunities or substance abuse treatment. 
Community and faith leaders, police and prosecutors 
also host group interventions.

Mr. Scott said previous attempts to implement 
this approach failed because they lacked “executive-
level buy-in.”

“You need someone who believes in that and will 

make sure that every single city agency, not just the 
police, know that it’s also their job to be supportive,” 
said Mr. Scott, who promised to bring annual homi-
cides below 300 in 2021.

Baltimore Police Commissioner Michael Harrison, 
who saw targeted deterrence eff orts succeed in New 
Orleans, will continue in his role under Mr. Scott’s 
administration. So will Dr. Letitia Dzirasa, the city’s 
health commissioner.

Baltimore has reported 26,593 coronavirus cases 
and 574 deaths as of Tuesday.

The public health crisis has led to declining tax 
revenues in Charm City, which closed the fi scal year 
that ended June 30 with a $14.3 million defi cit. The 
city has implemented a hiring freeze, furloughed 
some employees and laid off  others.

With those challenges, Mr. Scott acknowledged 
the road ahead will not be pleasant.

“We think we can still be able to deliver on all 
those promises, but also understand that this is an 
emergency situation,” he said before his inauguration.
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Scott wants to ‘preserve the lives of all Baltimoreans’
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Former city councilman 
sworn in as new mayor
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Firm off ering stock tips
accused of $137 million fraud

The founders of a company called 
Raging Bull tout themselves as expert 
stock traders who teach customers 
how they, too, can become millionaires. 
Marketing emails said they found a 
“hidden bull market” in the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Federal regulators say the com-
pany has defrauded consumers out 
of more than $137 million over three 
years.

And the coronavirus-fueled eco-
nomic crisis hasn’t tempered their 
“reckless” eff orts to dupe vulnerable 
investors, government lawyers wrote in 
a court fi ling Monday.

The Federal Trade Commission 
sued RagingBull.com LLC and the 
company’s co-founders, Jeff rey Bishop 
and Jason Bond, in Maryland.

FTC attorneys are seeking federal 
court orders freezing company assets, 
halting the alleged fraud scheme and 
awarding relief to consumers, including 
refunds and restitution. 

— Associated Press

BALTIMORE

City to seek release for
inmates at risk for virus

Baltimore’s state’s attorney is re-
viewing whether to release older pris-
oners with medical conditions that 
make them vulnerable to COVID-19.

Marilyn Mosby announced Mon-
day that she has hired Becky Feldman, 
a former deputy public defender, to 
lead the review, The Baltimore Sun 
reported.

Any inmate sent to state prison from 
Baltimore who applies for a review 
must have a documented medical 
condition, be older than 60, and have 
served at least 25 years in prison on a 
life sentence or for a crime committed 
before the age of 18.

If an inmate meets those condi-
tions, the offi  ce will fi le a petition for 
release based on an April court order 
from Maryland Chief Judge Mary Ellen 
Barbera. 

— Associated Press

VIRGINIA
NORFOLK

City laying off  57 workers
due to virus-related cuts

The city of Norfolk is laying off  57 
people because of budget cuts related 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

WAVY-TV reported Monday that 
their employment will end Dec. 31.

City spokeswoman Lori Crouch 
said the employees come from several 
departments across the city.

Several people interview by 
WAVY said they worked in Parks and 
Recreation.

Norfolk’s City Council had fore-
casted a $40 million shortfall in its 
2020-21 budget due to COVID-19. 
Council members had approved open-
ing only fi ve of the city’s 18 recreation 
centers and three anchor libraries.

Crouch said the people who are 
losing their jobs are part of a group 
of 78 full-time employees who were 
furloughed in July. 

— Associated Press

BY CHRIS SUAREZ

RICHMOND TIMES-DISPATCH

RICHMOND | With $137 million in new 
transit funding up for grabs across the 
Richmond region over the next year, a 
VCU graduate student is hoping to chan-
nel resources into improving the lives of 
people with disabilities.

Rebekah Cazares, a Wilder Fellow 
with PlanRVA, the region’s district plan-
ning commission, is conducting a study 
of how the built environment — roads, 
sidewalks, utility poles and bus stops — in 
Richmond and its surrounding counties 
can be improved to make travel less dif-
fi cult for people with physical disabilities, 
such as those who are blind or use a 
wheelchair.

Ms. Cazares, an urban planning grad-
uate student at the Wilder School of 
Government and Public Aff airs, started 
thinking about transit accessibility after 

regularly seeing a man in an electric 
wheelchair traveling on the road during 
her commute to a previous internship at 
the Virginia Department of Corrections 
in Richmond.

The Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity student didn’t know the man but 
often worried about his safety because 
there were no sidewalks on the four-lane 
side road just off  Midlothian Turnpike 
right before the Chesterfi eld County line.

He infl uenced her decision to focus 
on the Americans with Disabilities Act 
for a research paper last year. What she 
learned working on the project solidifi ed 
her notion that more can be done to help 
people with physical disabilities.

“There are minimum requirements, 
but a lot of time people need more than 
that,” Ms. Cazares said. “A lot of the time 
it’s not meeting the needs of community 
members in the area.”

Paratransit services, such as GRTC 

CARE and the Hanover DASH, provide 
on-demand transit service that can pick 
up people with disabilities from their 
homes, but only if they meet certain 
criteria.

Jeanette Gholson, a blind medical 
professional and chairwoman of the 
GRTC CARE Advisory Committee, uses 
paratransit, but she has friends with 
disabilities who use regular fi xed-route 
buses.

Ms. Gholson said one of those friends, 
who is visually impaired, raised concerns 
several years ago after having trouble 
navigating around a bus stop on Labur-
num Avenue without a sidewalk.

“He didn’t feel safe,” she said, explain-
ing that he brought it up with transit 
offi  cials at the time. “They said they 
understood his concerns — but of course 
it was about money. It wasn’t a priority 
[for Henrico County] then.”

Ms. Cazares, a Richmond native who 

grew up in Kansas but returned to Vir-
ginia for college, said her project is 
rooted in the research paper she wrote 
last year.

The project, according to her pro-
posal, will assess what transit planners 
refer to as “fi rst mile, last mile” condi-
tions in the region, essentially an as-
sessment of whether there are enough 
sidewalks or paths in good condition 
from someone’s doorstep to the nearest 
transit stop.

Studies of those conditions are im-
portant in determining how effi  cient 
and accessible public transit is for pas-
sengers beyond boarding or getting off  
a bus or train.

While there are plenty of sidewalks 
downtown and in older city neighbor-
hoods, there are other areas where they 
are damaged by overgrown trees or 
obstructed by old utility poles. There 
are also some areas with less consistent 

sidewalk coverage and high concentra-
tions of people with disabilities, Ms. 
Cazares said.

In four census tracts along the Jef-
ferson Davis Highway corridor that have 
predominantly Black or Hispanic resi-
dents, the rate of households that include 
a disabled person ranges from 18% to 
24%, according to U.S. Census data cited 
in one of Ms. Cazares’ proposal papers.

The advent of the suburbs that started 
70 years ago preceded the adoption of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, which 
means old infrastructure and buildings 
do not have to comply with all of the 
federal law’s regulations in some cases.

So redevelopment and new construc-
tion compel developers to improve ac-
cessibility and comply with ADA stan-
dards, all while public demand for better 
bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure 
becomes more common in suburban 
areas that are becoming more urbanized. 

VIRGINIA
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“We will celebrate our wins, but this term is fundamentally about doing the hard work to put Baltimore on a 
better path,” new Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott said. He was sworn into offi  ce on Tuesday.

BY EMILY ZANTOW

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Maryland could receive its fi rst ship-
ment of drugmaker Pfi zer’s coronavirus 
vaccine as early as next week, a top 
public health offi  cial said Tuesday.

Up to 50,700 doses of the fi rst vac-
cine shot are expected to arrive in the 
initial wave of shipments from Pfi zer, Dr. 
Jinlene Chan, acting deputy secretary 
of public health services, said during a 
press conference.

A second vaccine shot is supposed 
to be administered about three weeks 
later, and those doses are expected to 
come in time to do so, she said.

Dr. Chan also said up to 104,300 doses 
of drugmaker Moderna’s fi rst shot are 
expected in the state’s fi rst allocation, 
which could arrive the week of Dec. 21.

Both vaccines are awaiting 

emergency use approval by the Food 
and Drug Administration, which said 
Tuesday that Pfi zer’s data on its vaccine 
are “consistent” with such approval.

Like the vaccines, Maryland’s fi rst 
phase of distribution has two parts. 
Phase 1A includes health care workers, 
fi rst responders, long-term care facility 
staff  and residents; Phase 1B includes 
people who are at high-risk for serious 
medical complications from the virus.

The priority groups were determined 
by state offi  cials and based on high-risk 
populations and recommendations by 
the federal government.

There are currently 190 infection out-
breaks in nursing homes statewide and 
more than 130 outbreaks in assisted liv-
ing facilities, Dr. Chan said. Additionally, 
almost half of the state’s virus-related 
deaths have occurred in nursing homes.

Phase 2 will include employees in 
critical essential infrastructure settings 
and the general population.

People will eventually be able to 
register to get the vaccine “as we enter 
Phases 2 and 3,” said Ms. Chan.

Gov. Larry Hogan said during Tues-
day’s briefi ng that he and Lt. Gov. Boyd 

Rutherford will let the public watch 
them be inoculated “to help demonstrate 
confi dence in the vaccine.”

The offi  cials are planning to launch 
an “aggressive” statewide public health 
campaign urging all Marylanders to get 
vaccinated.

“While the delivery of the vaccine 
is very welcome news, I would cau-
tion Marylanders to remember our 
initial allocation of the vaccine will 
only be 155,000 doses of the vaccine, 
with the possibility of perhaps up to 
300,000 by year’s end,” said Mr. Hogan, 
a Republican.

The Maryland Department of Health 
implemented an order Tuesday expand-
ing the number of people who can 
administer the vaccines to include any 
health care professional with “proper 
training.”

“To be eff ective, these vaccines need 
to reach a vast majority of our popula-
tion, and to do so in a relatively short 
period of time,” the governor said. “This 
is by far the most massive undertaking 
of this pandemic.”

Asked if Marylanders will be man-
dated to get the vaccine, Mr. Hogan said 

“we don’t have any intention of requir-
ing these vaccines, but we’re gonna do 
everything we can to encourage.”

State health officials on Tuesday 
reported 2,632 new COVID-19 cases, 
bringing the total to 219,961, and 50 new 
deaths, raising the toll to 4,755.

On Friday, 3,792 new cases were 
recorded, the highest number since the 
pandemic began. Maryland has more 
than 6 million residents, according to 
the latest data from the U.S. Census 
Bureau.

The seven-day average daily case 
rate per 100,000 people is 44.8, and the 
testing positivity rate is 7.61%, which 
exceeds the 5% threshold set by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention.

In Virginia, Gov. Ralph Northam 
announced Friday that the state is ex-
pecting up to 480,000 doses by the end 
of December.

And D.C. Mayor Bowser last week 
said she has requested more vaccine 
doses from the federal government’s 
Operation Warp Speed because the fi rst 
expected shipment would only cover a 
small fraction of the city’s more than 
80,000 health care workers.

MARYLAND

Maryland to receive vaccine as early as next week
Up to 50,700 doses 
expected to arrive 
for initial wave



By Joseph Curl

I
s Neera Tanden, Joe Biden’s pick to become di-
rector of the Offi  ce of Budget and Management 
(OMB), the worst nominee in history?

Since the presumably 46th president 
named her, headlines have blared that she is 
deleting hateful posts on Twitter, that she once 
“punched” a reporter, and that she outed a sex-
ual harassment victim at the Center for Ameri-
can Progress, the liberal think tank she runs.

Oh, and that she also once said Hillary Clin-
ton was a much better candidate than Mr. Biden.

Let’s just run through those before we move on, shall we?
Ms. Tanden, president of the Center for American Prog-

ress (CAP), has been a prolifi c tweeter. But more than 1,000 
Twitter posts by the outspoken, long-term friend of Hillary 
have — poof! — disappeared from the social media site since 
the beginning of November.

“A review of third party archiving services like the 
Internet Archive and 
Archive.vn show Tan-
den’s account began 
on Nov. 1 with 88,639 
tweets, but had 87,588 
as of Monday eve-
ning,” The Daily Beast 
reported this week.

Then there was that “punch.”
Ms. Tanden, according to The New York Times, accom-

panied Mrs. Clinton for what was supposed to be an “easy 
interview” with ThinkProgress, the liberal website ran by the 
Center for American Progress. Faiz Shakir, ThinkProgress’s 
chief editor, questioned the senator about her votes in favor 
of the Iraq War.

“Ms. Tanden responded by circling back to Mr. Shakir 
after the interview and, according to a person in the room, 
punching him in the chest,” The Times reported.

Then there was an April 2018 story in Buzzfeed on a 
CAP staff  meeting after a female employee claimed she was 
sexually harassed. But during the meeting, “Tanden named 
the anonymous victim at the center that story — a revelation 
that a CAP spokesperson said was unintentional — and what 
began as a tense meeting became what three staff ers in the 
room described as a textbook example of the organization’s 
failures to appropriately handle sexual harassment cases,” the 
liberal website reported.

And then there 
is a leaked 2015 
email from Ms. 
Tanden to John 
Podesta, former 
chief of staff  for 
President Bill 
Clinton, which, 
Fox News re-
ported, says, “The 
good thing about a 
Biden run is that 
he would make 
Hillary look so 
much better.”

Here’s another 
problem: Mem-
bers from both 
parties dislike 
Ms. Tanden.

For instance, Brianna Joy Gray, former press secretary for 
Sen. Bernie Sanders’ 2020 presidential campaign. “Every-
thing toxic about the corporate Democratic Party is embod-
ied in Neera Tanden.”

And shortly after her nomination, Sen. John Cornyn, 
Texas Republican, quickly said through a spokesman that Ms. 
Tanden “stands zero chance of being confi rmed.”

“It’s pretty crazy to me to think that she can go back and 
… eliminate all the tweets that she’s sent out over the last, 
whatever, months, years. And I think it’s really a misstep 
by the administration,” Mr. Cornyn said. “I really am a little 
surprised, particularly on the OMB nominee that there 
hadn’t been at least some consultation. I mean some of these 
problems can be avoided. And people, you know, saved from 
the embarrassment.”

But all that raises the question: With so much baggage — 
and Republicans, who are expected to hold onto control of 
the Senate, openly deriding her — why on earth would Mr. 
Biden nominate her?

The answer, in a city as simplistic as Washington, D.C., is 
easy: She’s there to draw all the fi re from the GOP and ease 
the path for other Biden nominees. There can be no other 
reason since, as Mr. Cornyn said, she stands “zero chance” of 
making it through the Senate.

So far, the transparent plan is working. Republicans are 
targeting Ms. Tanden and giving a pass to other nominees 
such as Xavier Becerra for Health and Human Services.

Currently the attorney general of California, Mr. Becerra 
is a staunch advocate for abortion and a longtime proponent 
of Medicare-for-All, the budget-busting plan from Democrats 
for government-run health care. So far, little opposition has 
emerged over his nomination.

Ms. Tanden is a sacrifi cial lamb, there to draw all the heat and 
then slink away after she’s blown up in the Senate. Republicans 
shouldn’t waste much time on her and should pay much more 
attention to the dangerous nominees Mr. Biden is making for far 
more important positions.

Joseph Curl covered the White House and politics for a decade 
for The Washington Times. He can be reached at josephcurl@
gmail.com and on Twitter @josephcurl.
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 BY JOSEPH CURL

By William J. Olson and 
Patrick M. McSweeney

T
he public has begun to 
appreciate the extent of 
election irregularities 
and vote fraud in the 

Nov. 3 election. The riveting tes-
timony by eyewitnesses to these 
illegal activities during legisla-
tive hearings in Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, Georgia, Nevada and 
Arizona has prompted a serious 
reexamination of the results of 
the election.

Legislators are learning that 
they have a vital constitutional 
role in responding to the irregu-
larities and fraud. They have 
the authority to appoint electors 

who will ultimately cast votes 
that elect the president. (We 
documented that authority in 
our recent paper: “The Consti-
tutional Duty of State Legisla-
tors in Contested Presidential 
Elections.”)

In Federalist No. 68, Alex-
ander Hamilton explained that 
the electors Clause giving state 
legislatures this plenary author-
ity was intended to put an “ob-
stacle” in the path of those who 
would use “intrigue” and “cor-
ruption” to elect the president. 
Now more than ever before in 
our history, state legislators 
must exercise that authority.

Opponents of such legislative 
action have raised numerous 

objections. Two stand out:
First, opponents urge legisla-

tors to ignore the evidence of 
irregularities and fraud because 
the election results have been 
certifi ed and that should put an 

end to the controversy. Legisla-
tors are not bound by the elec-
tion processes that led to these 
certifi cations. If they conclude 

State legislatures have 
plenary authority              
to select electors

Legislators have a vital constitutional role to play

By Cliff ord D. May

Nov. 30 is the day Israel 
designates for com-
memorating the 850,000 
Jews who fl ed from 

Arab countries and Iran follow-
ing World War II. This year, like 
every year, the governments now 
ruling those lands did not mark 
the occasion. For what it’s worth, 
I’m going to do so here.

About 80% of Israelis are Jews. 
A signifi cant minority of Israelis, 
close to 20%, are Arabs (or Palestin-
ians — they may identify as they 
like). Most Israeli Jews are not from 
families that migrated from the 
Middle East to Europe centuries 
ago. Most are Mizrahim, Jews who 
have lived for thousands of years 
among Arabs, Persians and other 
Middle Eastern and North African 
peoples.

The late Charles Krauthammer 
observed that Israel “is the only na-
tion on earth that inhabits the same 
land, bears the same name, speaks 
the same language, and worships 
the same God that it did 3,000 years 
ago.”

But imperialist invasions and 
occupations against which the Jews 
fought led to the dispersal of Jews to 
lands across the region where they 
were ruled by a long list of conquer-
ors until, in the 20th century, most 
became subjects of the nation-states 
created following the collapse of the 
Ottoman Empire.

The Mizrahim suff ered persecu-
tion but, at some times and in some 
places, there was toleration, which 
allowed them to prosper, and make 
contributions to the societies in 
which they lived — in commerce, 
academia, the arts and even as gov-
ernment advisers. From Morocco 
to what became Pakistan, Jewish 
communities survived.

Then in 1940, Nazi Germany 
defeated France. The French 
colonial possessions of Morocco, 
Algeria and Tunisia came under 
the rule of Vichy, a collaboration-
ist government that introduced 
“race laws” discriminating against 
Jews, excluding Jews from certain 
professions and confi scating Jew-
ish property.

In 1941, a Fascist regime 
took power in Iraq. A few 
months later, there was the 
Farhud, the “violent dispos-
session” of the Jews of Baghdad, 
who then constituted as much as 
a third of the city’s population.

The most prominent Arab/
Muslim leader in Palestine, which 
passed from Ottoman to British 
rule following World War I, was 
Haj Amin el-Husseini, the mufti 
of Jerusalem. In 1929 and 1936, he 
ignited bloody riots against Pales-
tinian Jews. In 1941, he moved to 
Berlin, where he met with Hitler, 
and assisted the German war 
eff ort by broadcasting pro-Nazi 
and anti-Jewish messages into the 
Middle East.

In countries where German 
forces directly exercised power, 
such as Tunisia beginning in 1942, 
Jews were compelled to wear 
yellow stars, subjected to forced 
labor and incarcerated in concen-
tration camps.

The Allied victory in 1945 
saved the lives of many Mizrahim. 
But the intensifi cation of hostility 
toward Jews brought about by the 
Nazis did not dissipate.

In 1947, the United Nations 
issued a resolution calling for 
the partition of Palestine into 
two states: “one Arab, one Jew-
ish.” The Jewish community in 
Palestine accepted the resolution. 
The Arab community in Palestine 
rejected it.

On May 14, 1948, the fl ag of the 
British Empire was lowered in 

Palestine, and the State of Israel was 
proclaimed. On May 15, the armies 
of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and 
Iraq invaded.

The Jordanian army conquered 
Judea and Samaria which it soon 
renamed “the West Bank.” All Jews, 
including those in the Jewish Quar-
ter of the Old City of Jerusalem, 
were expelled.

But the Arab rulers failed to 
annihilate Israel. They then turned 
their anger on their own Jewish citi-
zens, encouraging pogroms against 
them, stripping them of their 
property and citizenship, forcing 
them to fl ee. Most found their way 
to Israel where, truthfully, many en-
countered bias and discrimination. 
Increasingly, however, the country 
has become a melting pot.

I should note that Iran, a 
predominately Persian country, 

followed a diff erent path. Initially, 
Israel and Iran had cordial relations. 
Then in 1979, there was an Islamic 
Revolution.

While reporting on that up-
heaval, I paid a visit to the country’s 
chief rabbi. A portrait of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini hung above 
his desk. He told me that after 
thousands of years of coexistence, 
Iranian Jews had nothing to fear 
from their fellow Iranians. He was 
mistaken. Over the past 41 years, 
Iranian Jews have suff ered harsh 
oppression, and 

most have 
emigrated.

Iran’s 
rulers today 
threaten Is-

raelis with genocide 
while developing 
nuclear weapons that 
would make that a 
serious possibility.

Palestinian lead-
ers in Gaza praise the 
theocratic regime. 
Palestinian leaders 
in the West Bank are 
less openly bellicose 
but unwilling to 
agree to a “two-state 
solution” defi ned as two states for 
two peoples, their confl ict put to 
rest. They continue to demand that 
all Palestinian refugees of the 1948 
war, along with their millions of 
descendants, be granted a “right 
to return” to Israel where they 
would constitute a majority of the 
population.

How much does the average 

Palestinian know about the Jewish 
refugees from Arab countries? My 
guess: very little.

Egypt and Jordan have been at 
peace with Israel for more than 
a generation, but it’s been a cold 
peace. It would be useful if Egyptian 
and Jordanian leaders had the cour-
age — even if only one day a year 
— to acknowledge that their Jewish 
communities were mistreated and, 
ultimately, ethnically cleansed. I’d 
recommend they publish, in Ara-
bic, “Uprooted: How 3,000 Years of 

Jewish Civilization 
in the Arab World 
Vanished Over-
night,” by Lyn Julius, 
the daughter of Iraqi 
Jewish refugees.

The point of 
the exercise would 
not be for Egyp-
tians, Jordanians 
and others to feel 
guilty. The point 
would be for them 
to become familiar 
with their history, 
and with the history 
of their cousins, an 
indigenous people 
of the Middle East 

whose self-determination in part 
of their ancestral homeland was 
— and remains — both just and 
necessary.

Cliff ord D. May is founder and 
president of the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies (FDD) 
and a columnist for The Washing-
ton Times.

Th e forgotten refugees       
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to fl ee their homes in Arab lands

Egypt and Jordan 
have been at peace 
with Israel for more 
than a generation, 
but it’s been a cold 
peace. It would be 

useful if Egyptian and 
Jordanian leaders 
had the courage to 

acknowledge that their 
Jewish communities 

were mistreated 
and, ultimately, 

ethnically cleansed. 

ILLUSTRATION BY LINAS GARSYS

ILLUSTRATION BY HUNTER

» see OLSON | B4

Neera Tanden just a 
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other Biden picks

Numerous scandals, hatred from 
progressives put OMB nominee in jeopardy
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As millions buckle under the 
strain from a year of 
disease and privation, 

Democrats want their constitu-
ents to know that help is on the 
way. Relief funds are important, 
of course, but fi rst things fi rst: 
At the top of the party’s to-do 
list is not money, but marijuana.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s 
Democrat-controlled chamber 
on Friday narrowly approved 
the Marijuana Opportunity Re-
investment and Expungement 
(MORE) Act, which  would, 
among other things, remove 
cannabis from the federal list 
of controlled substances and 
establish a process for erasing 
off enders’ conviction records. 
The pot bill passed 228-164 with 
overwhelming support from 
Democrats and resistance from 
Republicans. 

Having dealt with the pressing 
issue of helping Americans feed 
their fancies, legislators might 
fi nd time to take up a bipartisan 
$908 billion coronavirus relief 
bill, now that apparent lame-
duck President Trump is in no 
position to garner credit.

The pot bill is expected to go 
up in smoke in the Senate. Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell has 
the votes to block the bill from 
reaching the desk of presumed 
President-elect Joe Biden, who 
would likely sign it into law.

Though the measure to re-
move marijuana from the fed-
eral list of controlled substances 
has stalled, eff orts to legalize pot 
on the state level have advanced 
unabated. On Election Day, vot-
ers in fi ve states — New Jersey, 
Mississippi, Montana, Arizona 
and South Dakota — joined all 
states except Idaho and Ne-
braska in either decriminalizing 
or legalizing weed for medical 

or recreational use.
The cannabis conundrum is 

one of those circular anomalies 
that defy common sense. The 
MORE Act would direct small-
business loans to help expand 
marijuana businesses in com-
munities — mostly minority 
— ravaged by the war on drugs. 
At the same time, it would tax 
pot products at 5% to fund job 
training and drug rehabilitation 
programs to fi ght the detrimen-
tal eff ects of substance abuse. 
Around and around it goes.

The criminality of illicit drug 
use and trade can be softened 
without tilting toward the oppo-
site extreme of feeding a debili-
tating craving. President Trump 
and Congress collaborated on 
just such a federal initiative with 
the 2018 First Step Act. 

But lawmakers cannot un-
make the evidence that habitual 
marijuana use is harmful to  
mental health. The U.S. Na-
tional Institutes of Health has 
not retreated from describing 
the drug as “psychotropic,” or 
mind-altering, used by more 
than 11.8 million young adults 
in 2018. One in 10 become ad-
dicted, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, and for users younger than 
age 18, addiction snares one in 
six. Some “opportunity.”

In contrast, pot promoters 
across the nation intent on mak-
ing a virtue of vice — and en-
riching their treasuries with 
weed tax revenue — do their 
communities no favor. Trans-
forming the nation may be a 
signature goal of most Demo-
crats and a few wayward Repub-
licans, but opening the door to 
brain-addling addiction would 
only add to the melancholy of 
pandemic-weary Americans.

The cannabis conundrum
Democrats seek to transform pot use from vice to virtue

“Scientist says ‘constructal law’ 
steers coronavirus” (Page 1, Dec. 
7) contains a very interesting take 
on the propagation of the novel 
coronavirus and susceptibility. If 
you throw a ball through the air 
it will assume a path that mini-
mizes the sum of the potential 
(gravity) and kinetic energy. The 
“constructal law” is a variation of 
this phenomenon.  

However, it is probably not a 
universal explanation for virus 
propagation and susceptibility. 
Coronavirus spread is very much 
seasonal and consequently lati-
tude-dependent. The reason for 
this may lie in the eff ectiveness of 
the mucous overlaying the endo-
thelial cells in lungs as a function 

of humidity. This would mean the 
virus is always there during the 
summer, but you are better able 
to trap and defeat it during the 
warmer months. Humidity is a 
big factor.

Your DNA is not your destiny, 
but this has only been acknowl-
edged during the past 20 years in 
which the fi eld of epigenetics has 
arisen. Regardless of your DNA, 
the genes have to be expressed, and 
that depends on your environment. 
The Neanderthals were wiped out 
and viral infection may have been 
a reason, but that 4% of DNA that 
may be present in your genome 
can be overcome. There are all 
sorts of things that you can do to 
strengthen your immune system, 

regardless of your DNA.
The problem for Western civili-

zation is that health care has been 
defi ned in terms of drug therapy, 
and there is little if any eff ort ex-
pended on understanding how 
any disease originates or can be 
prevented. Both cancer and heart 
disease beat out COVID-19 by more 
than an order of magnitude, but ap-
parently COVID-19 has been used 
to end the world as we know it.

If the medical establishment 
had a clue about how to prevent 
cancer or heart disease, it would 
have gone the way of the Neander-
thals a long time ago.  

SAMUEL BURKEEN
Reston, Va.

‘Law’ may not drive virus

I was sad to learn of the passing 
of former U.S. Sen. Paul Sarbanes, 
a dedicated man of integrity who 
served the people of Maryland 
with honor and decency. 

He did not enrich himself in 
offi  ce. He saw government as a 
protector of the people. Maryland 
and the U.S. alike are “richer” 
because of him. My heartfelt 

condolences go out to his family 
and friends.

PAUL BACON
Hallandale Beach, Fla.

Sarbanes was man of integrity

At the risk of beating a dead horse, 
I believe we must focus on the 
hidden terrible cost our society is 
paying due to COVID-19 policies. 
Nationwide, there are 1.3 million 
public school students “missing” or 
unaccounted for due to public poli-
cies in response to the pandemic. I 
did not realize how serious this issue 
was until I watched “60 Minutes” on 
Nov. 22 and did further research my-
self. Much of the program focused 

on Florida, where 240,000 students 
are missing. According to CBS, Flor-
ida is proactive in fi elding dozens of 
truancy enforcement offi  cers, who 
are on the streets trying to round 
up these kids. Apparently it is very 
much an uphill eff ort. There were 
many cases cited in which there is 
no valid reason for student to not 
be attending (other than failure by 
parents to act responsibly).

The most sobering aspect of this 

issue is the fact that those kids not 
in school at the moment are paying 
a huge price. Just one year of missed 
education is gone forever and can-
not be made up.

Our legislature and public 
school offi  cials must be proactive 
and enforce truancy laws — regard-
less of COVID-19 policies.

JAMES W. ANDERSON
Talladega, Ala.

Don’t let truancy slide

By Peter Morici

A
merica has imposed a cruel hoax 

on its children — the notion 
that college is essential for 
prosperous life. The results 

are $1.6 trillion in student debt and 
younger adults delaying marriage, chil-
dren and homeownership — all terribly 
drags on economic growth.

The latter half of the 20th century 
witnessed a great transformation. Farm 
consolidation, factory automation, 
globalization and the digital revolution 
freed American workers from manual 
labor and created vast opportunities 
to boost productivity and incomes if 
more folks went to college.

In the 1950s, bucolic campuses were 
still mostly occupied by White males 
who were the off spring of the well-to-do. 
For the working class, college tuition 
and living expenses required herculean 
sacrifi ces in an era of larger families 
and rising expectations that daughters 
should have the same educational oppor-
tunities as sons.

The premise behind the 1958 National 
Defense Education Act and expansive 
policies last modifi ed by President 
Obama was to make the sys-
tem fairer and create wealth 
with a better educated work-
force. Adults with a college 
diploma quadrupled to 34%.

College graduates have 
always enjoyed higher in-
comes. Since the lion’s share 
of benefi ts of this national 
eff ort accrued to individu-
als with diplomas, it seemed 
perfectly reasonable for 
young people to borrow for 
college in the expectation of 
higher lifetime earnings.

The whole system, un-
fortunately, was premised 
on the notion that 18-year-
olds — aided by parents and 
college admissions offi  cers — 
make intelligent choices. But ask your-
self, would you encourage your child to 
borrow $50,000 to invest on whatever 
stock tips you and a retail broker could 
provide.

Parents don’t want to admit their 
child should not choose college if his 
aptitude and interest in schoolwork 
indicate he is better suited to be a skilled 
technician or chef. Admissions offi  cers 
are paid to recruit students and aided 
by professors who want to keep their 
classrooms full, tell yarns about social 
science and humanities graduates who 
have great careers.

More than 67% of high school gradu-
ates enroll in a four-year college but 
judging by math and reading scores only 
about 37% are adequately prepared. It’s 
no surprise that nearly 40% don’t gradu-
ate, and 40% of those that do lack the 
analytical skills required for managerial 
and professional positions. Too many 
end up at Starbucks, selling cellphones 
or in other low-paying white collar 
jobs that hardly require a genuine 

college education to perform.
Young people who enroll in a Depart-

ment of Labor-sponsored apprenticeship 
earn about $15 an hour and can avoid 
debt. Upon completion, 94% obtain 
positions that pay an average of $70,000 
a year. That’s greater than the $51,000 
average salary for new college gradu-
ates, but when was the last time you 
encountered a high school senior with 
a brochure for one of those programs as 
opposed to a college catalogue.

Knowing students come with subsi-
dized loans, colleges have jacked up tu-
ition. Over the last two decades, college 
tuition has risen 137% more than health 
care and 177% faster than the consumer 
price index.

Whether they dropped out, gradu-
ated but ended up in a low-paying job or 
became a doctor or hedge fund million-
aire, former students were swindled into 
overpaying and saddled with too much 
debt — courtesy of starry-eyed parents, 
crooked academics and dimwitted public 
offi  cials.

Forgiving student debt tax free would 
permit those earning poorly to live 
more decently and those in the profes-
sions and entrepreneurs to direct more 

capital into buying homes, 
having more children and 
improving their businesses. 
All would boost aggregate 
demand, investment and 
productivity.

Going forward, colleges 
and universities should be 
compelled to underwrite 
half of all student loans 
directly by mortgaging their 
assets and banks off ered the 
opportunity to underwrite 
the rest. Both would become 
a lot more careful about the 
aptitudes of those who were 
fi nanced and the majors 
students selected. Borrowing 
for an engineering or fi nance 
program would be easier 

than for French literature or economics.
Tuition would have to come down to 

make the math work and for loans to get 
repaid.

Critiques argue forgiving debt up to 
$50,000 for each former student, as Sens. 
Chuck Schumer and Elizabeth Warren 
have suggested, would unfairly benefi t 
successful professionals and mostly 
Democratic voters.

The whole purpose of federally-
sponsored loan programs was to 
empower young people to make smart 
choices and earn well, but like a busi-
nessman who has been hoodwinked 
into paying too much for a computer or 
fraudulent advice they deserve redress 
too. And we shouldn’t be discriminat-
ing against liberals any more than 
NPR and Twitter should be silencing 
conservatives.

Peter Morici, @pmorici1, is an econo-
mist and emeritus business professor at 
the University of Maryland, and a na-
tional columnist.

Forgiving student debt
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By Jeff  Bergner

“Return to Normalcy” was a 
popular political slogan in the 
1920s. The world war was an 
aberration and America would 

never again become entangled in European 
wars. The sentiment was understandable. But 
it was also wrong; in less than two decades 
America was at war again.  

One hears a similar sentiment today among 
our foreign policy elite: Donald Trump was an 
aberration and it is time to return to “normal” 
by which is meant the foreign policy outlines of 
previous decades.

Rejoin the Paris Climate 
Accord, rejoin the World 
Health Organization (WHO), 
return to the six-party talks 
over North Korea and re-
engage in the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) regarding Iran’s 
nuclear program. Excuse our 
allies’ refusal to pay their fair 
share on defense, reach out 
to the Palestinians to achieve 
peace in the Middle East and 
put the most charitable con-
struction on China’s actions. 
All will be well.  

But this too is wrong. The 
world has changed in signifi -
cant ways, some as a result of 
Donald Trump’s presidency, 
but some as a result of forces 
underway for decades before 
President Trump was inaugu-
rated. In some instances, the 
Trump phenomenon was it-
self the result of these forces, 
more symptom than cause.  

The most important 
changes, of course, have 
occurred in China. It is to 
Mr. Trump’s credit that he 
realized that the consensus view on China for the 
past three or four decades was wrong. China’s 
economic development has not fostered political 
liberalism. Short of an unexpected, wrenching 
change in China there is no reason to expect it to 
do so in the future.

Policy toward China will require specifi c, 
tough responses. It will no longer do to allow 
China to pillage American businesses in trade 
relationships. It will no longer do to overlook 
China’s expansive foreign policy on its borders. 
Time is not on the side of waiting to address 
China’s policies. We cannot count on China’s 

economic development to do our work for us.  
Nor does Russia show signs of liberalizing. 

Returning to the pre-Trump years will not avail. It 
is not politically feasible to remove the economic 
sanctions the Trump administration has put on 
Russia. And given the breathless and unfounded 
accusations of collusion with Russia, it is diffi  cult 
to see how a new Democratic administration 
can walk all this back. Another attempt at “reset” 
would be no more successful than the last one. 
We will remain at odds with Russia.  

Much the same is true elsewhere. Turkey’s 
economic success has not resulted in a more lib-
eral government. To the contrary, Turkey has slid 

ever closer to an authoritarian regime. Nor has 
Egypt evolved in a way that guarantees increased 
support for Western liberal values. Neither the 
dictatorial rule of al-Sisi nor the return of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, even if elected democrati-
cally, will advance liberal values. Nor would a 
Muslim-oriented regime in Egypt be good for 
the people of Egypt, for Israel or for Israel’s new 
partners in the Middle East.

Nothing would stop the evolving Middle East 
peace process quicker than a Muslim govern-
ment in Egypt which is hostile to Israel.  

With regard to international agreements, 

does it really seem post-Trump that rejoining the 
WHO without signifi cant reforms is a good idea? 
Or rejoining the Paris Climate Accord without 
negotiating an arrangement more in America’s 
interests and less in China’s? Or re-starting the 
six-party talks with North Korea and expecting 
them to accomplish any more than they did last 
time? Or giving a pass to our European allies 
when it comes to their defense budgets?

And most of all, what sense would it make to 
return to the JCPOA with Iran, without signifi -
cant changes? The Obama administration kicked 
the can down the road, but we are now far nearer 
to the end of that road. By the end of the next 

administration Iran, which is 
already enriching uranium 
beyond agreed levels, can pro-
ceed fully and openly under 
the JCPOA with its nuclear 
weapons program in only six 
years.  

Finally, Mr. Trump has set 
the bar for American military 
intervention in a new and 
higher place. Stand-off  drone 
attacks are not overly contro-
versial in the American polity; 
but the American people 
and their representatives in 
Congress will, going forward, 
hold a far more skeptical view 
of direct U.S. intervention un-
less and until core American 
interests are very carefully 
defi ned. This will complicate 
the choices available to policy 
makers.  

In short, the world has 
changed too much to simply 
return to the status quo ante 
Mr. Trump. Above all else, 
liberal orthodoxy will have to 
divest itself of its blind faith 
that economic development 
is an unseen motor which au-
tomatically brings about good 

outcomes. As Baudelaire said, belief in progress 
is a lazy man’s creed. It will be vital to face up to 
foreign policy challenges directly even if accom-
modation is the easiest short-term course. If we 
do not, the trend lines will soon enough cause 
us to wish we had — as we discovered after the 
1920s.  

Jeff  Bergner is an adjunct professor in the Bat-
ten School at the University of Virginia. He 
previously served as staff  director of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee and as assistant 
secretary of State.

A return to normalcy?
The world has simply changed too much to return to the status quo                          

with China, North Korea or Iran

By Gabe Kaminsky

A
ccording to President-elect Joe Biden’s website, 
his administration wishes to “Ban the manufac-
ture and sale of assault weapons.”

Partly, his rationale for this position is that since 
present federal law puts a three-shell restriction on migratory 
bird hunting, this should apply elsewhere. 

What Mr. Biden and his team chiefl y neglect is that this 
cited bird hunting restriction was signed into law because — 
markedly — more than 90% of the world’s migratory birds 
have been shown to lack protection. One-half of migratory bird 
populations have declined during travel in the past 30 years. 
In North America alone, The New York Times noted that the 
level of “birds in the United States and Canada has declined by 
3 billion, or 29 percent, over the past century.”

But this level of extinction does not apply to humans — un-
less of course we are talking about leftist-backed abortion. 

Mr. Biden’s further statement on his website that “our 
federal law does more to protect ducks than children” is a total 
reach. In terms of protecting our children, the confi scation of 
assault weapons would have little impact, and only impede on 
our constitutional rights. 

According to Statista Research Department data, from the 
years 1982 to February 2020 rifl es accounted for 47 incidents in 
mass shootings, while shotguns at 26 incidents. Alternatively, 
handguns were used 143 times, with 95 incidents. In terms of 
the number of murder victims in 2019 by weapon used, Statista 
also reports that handguns accounted for 6,368 fatalities (the 
most by far) compared to rifl es and shotguns at 364 and 200, 
respectively.  

What is confusing is why Mr. Biden is running on an unsub-
stantiated platform to ban these particular fi rearms. Americans 
own lots and lots of rifl es, it turns out. In 2018, the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) reported that 
approximately 638,000 machine guns, including assault rifl es 
and submachine guns, were circulating in the United States. 
However, these are simply not the primary weapons used in 
mass murders. The data does not support that assertion.

The left habitually misunderstands just how much of the 
fi rearm economy is dependent and comprised of assault 
weapons. All told, upwards of 4 million rifl es were manufac-
tured in 2016 — and 25% of all U.S. 
rifl es are technically classifi ed as 
AR-15’s. Given the sheer number 
of assault weapons in circulation 
— it is a wonder why so few have 
been used for mass shootings. 
Northeastern University crimi-
nologist James Alan Fox found in 
a 2013 research study that assault 
weapons accounted for just 24.6% 
of mass shootings, while handguns 
a whopping 47.9%. 

One of the other major fl aws of 
Mr. Biden’s stance is illuminated 
when one takes into account data 
from the years 1994 to 2003 — 
when the Public Safety and Recre-
ational Firearms Act was eff ective. 

During this period, the National 
Institute of Justice, along with 
University of Pennsylvania crimi-
nologist Dan Woods, found that the 
United States “cannot clearly credit 
the ban with any of the nation’s 
recent drop in gun violence … there has been no discernible 
reduction in the lethality and injuriousness of gun violence.” 
John Lott of The Wall Street Journal, who mentions the study 
in his 2013 piece on crime, alludes to a 5.7 per 100,000 murder 
rate prior to the ban expiring — in conjunction with the fact 
that the murder rate fell to 4.7 per 100,000, in 2011. 

Similarly, a 2018 study from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health found zero substantiation that “assault 
weapons bans” will lower “the incidence of fatal mass shoot-
ings.” Most of all, the Bloomberg-funded research “did not fi nd 
an independent association between assault weapon bans and 
the incidence of fatal mass shootings after controlling for the 
eff ects of bans on large-capacity magazines.”

Nonetheless, it is President-elect Biden and his progressive 
cast of anti-American characters who aim to enforce a citizen 
registration of assault weapons under the National Firearms 
Act (levying taxation and forcing fi rearms not merely being 
transacted to be in the federal government database) — and 
enact a mandatory, buy-back program.

It was failed presidential candidate Beto O’Rourke, similarly, 
who proposed going door-to-door to collect fi rearms (then 
changed his stance after realizing the ridiculousness of 
the idea. On MSNBC in 2019, he said that “a visit by law 
enforcement to recover that fi rearm” would be put into law. 
Interestingly, this is the same Democratic Party that claims 
it is unfeasible to travel door-to-door deporting illegal 
immigrants.

While Mr. Biden is adamantly anti-Second Amendment 
— given his voting record — and having said in February 
that he would “do everything in my power in offi  ce or out of 
offi  ce to get those assault weapons off  the street,” the political 
hypocrisy could not be more exhausting. 

The same man who shrieks about the need to take the 
American people’s guns — the establishment puppet who 
has suggested “defunding the police,” employs numerous 
armed guards with assault weapons of their own. On Nov. 
6, for instance, the left-wing Daily Beast reported that Secret 
Service was beefi ng up “protection ahead of possible victory 
declaration.”

Throughout his campaign, Mr. Biden always had armed 
security guards. And for his protection — this is the proper 
move. I encourage it. 

But it is unacceptance for the left to fail to wholeheartedly 
condemn criminals rioting and looting like whining toddlers 
this summer, while maintaining a stance aimed at violating the 
rights of law-abiding Americans.

Why should the president-elect have his own government-
funded self-defense, while we stand defenseless, stripped of 
individual liberties, at the mercy of an overbearing national 
government? 

Simple. We should not. Cannot. More guns equals more 
freedom.

Gabe Kaminsky is a student at the University of Pittsburgh 
and can be reached at gkaminskycontact@gmail.com.

Biden’s nonsensical 
position on banning 

assault weapons
The left ignores statistics in favor                     
of anti-constituionalist fantasies

By R. Emmett Tyrrell Jr.

C
an Sleepy Joe Biden save liberalism? As I have 
said repeatedly since 2011 when I released my 
prize-winning book, “The Death of Liberalism,” 
liberalism is no more. Others seem to agree. So 
perhaps the question should be, can Sleepy Joe 
Biden revive liberalism. 

At fi rst glance it seems like an enormous under-
taking for a 
78-year-old 

man to contemplate. For months, 
while his youthful opponent barn-
stormed around the country, Joe 
stayed snug in his basement, and 
when he did leave his basement 
his display of athleticism — taking 
little, birdlike steps to a waiting mi-
crophone — fooled no one. Joe has 
never been a fi tness buff , let alone 
a jock. He is an old 78-year-old, and 
the presidency is an onerous job. 
But I hope he will undertake it. 
Liberalism needs to be revived.

Reviving liberalism will give 
him something defensible to 
advocate. It could even be stir-
ring. What he is saying now is 
jejune. It is dry, uninteresting 
and even confusing. Joe will say 
he is not a radical and he is not 
a progressive. So what is he? It 
would be too daring to say that 
he is a moderate or a centrist. 
That would rouse the wrath of 
Crazy Bernie and Congressgirl 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez.

He should say that he is a 
liberal, as Barack Obama was a 
liberal, and Bill Clinton was a 
liberal, and John F. Kennedy was 
a liberal. Well, possibly not JFK, 
but at least Bobby Kennedy was 
a liberal and Teddy Kennedy 
too, that last Kennedy being as 
tough on Judge Robert Bork as Joe was when he questioned Judge 
Bork. Beating the daylights out of a Republican U.S. Supreme Court 
nominee is always good for a Democrat’s credentials, especially a 
liberal Democrat. And that is what Joe is going to revive!

Of course, liberalism’s great projects have all been tried, and 
frequently they have failed. Social Security worked pretty well for 
a while and many still call it a success, though they do so without 
looking into the comparative possibilities of private insurance. 
There have been a few successes with old New Deal projects such 
as the Tennessee Valley Authority.

Yet starting with the War on Poverty, liberalism’s pet projects 
have been pretty much failures. The War on Poverty cost the 
American people roughly a trillion dollars, and the number of poor 

people living beneath the poverty level today is about the same as it 
was when Lyndon Johnson declared the war back in the 1960s.

Another great endeavor of the liberals was taking on racism. 
They did pretty well with the struggle against racism in the 1960s, and 
the civil rights laws of 1964 and 1965 were both a success — bipartisan 
successes — though the liberals overreached as they so often have. They 
began to adopt affi  rmative action and quotas. With those policies racial 
discrimination was given a new life. Now one hopes the days of affi  rma-
tive action are about at an end, and the record employment rates attained 

by minorities during President 
Trump’s administration will 
continue. 

So the problem with reviving 
liberalism is that all the great proj-
ects of liberalism have been tried. 
They ran their course. Sometimes 
they accomplished what they 
sought. Sometimes they accom-
plished what they sought but went 
too far, for instance, as I have said 
with affi  rmative action. Now Joe 
Biden, the liberals’ champion, has 
to fi nd a new set of projects.

Well, Joe, you have come to the 
right place in search of a new prob-
lem for your neoliberalism to solve. 
It is a problem I have wrestled with 
for years. How to keep Joe Biden 
and other clueless liberals busy and 
out of trouble? What kind of catchy 
bumper stickers can be developed 
for the back end of their Priuses? 
What of a message for their auda-
cious t-shirts? What single-issue 
campaign can they adopt to further 
paralyze the country?

How about working for a “Bill 
of Rights Campaign for Household 
Pets,” even goldfi sh, even ant colo-
nies? Democrats did it for angry 
women. You succeeded for the 
transgendered. How about Spot the 
cocker spaniel? We know that there 
is an Animal Rights Movement, 
and it has made amazing strides. 

Exploit it! Just the other day I heard a woman — obviously a feminist — 
lecturing a dogwalker on some infraction regarding his — obviously a 
White male — dog’s leash. The Animal Rights Movement is a promising 
new constituency for Biden Democrats. 

Now, Joe, I have suggested a cause for you — reviving liberal-
ism. I have even suggested a constituency for you to attract — Animal 
Rights Fanatics (ARFs). It is time for you to invite me into the White House. 
You might even give me a desk. How about putting me in charge of The 
White House’s Outreach for Stray Dogs? Well, it is only a suggestion.

R. Emmett Tyrrell Jr. is founder and editor in chief of The American Spec-
tator. He is the author most recently of “The Death of Liberalism,” pub-
lished by Thomas Nelson Inc.

How Joe Biden can revive liberalism
Biden could revive liberalism, starting with becoming an animal rights activist
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that the certifi cations were unwar-
ranted because of the illegalities 
that have been exposed, they have the 
authority and the obligation to correct the 
certifi ed results.

Second, opponents argue that 
legislators are powerless to act because 
governors are not willing to call them 
into special session. Under the Constitu-
tion, legislators are not dependent on 
the governors’ call for special sessions in 
the states involved. They can act on their 
own, as the United States Constitution 
specifi cally empowers them to do. The 
Electors Clause, Article II, § 1, Clause 2, 

makes this clear:
“Each State shall appoint, in such man-

ner as the Legislature thereof may direct, 
a Number of Electors, equal to the whole 
Number of Senators and Representatives 
to which the State may be entitled in the 
Congress….”

Under this clause, state legislatures 

have the plenary constitutional authority 
to determine how electors are selected, 
including the power to adopt a resolution 
appointing electors directly. This power 
is not controlled by the law of the state in 
which each legislature functions. It also 
is not dependent on any authorization 
in that state’s constitution or statutes. A 
governor has no role to play.

Each state legislature has the authority 
to meet on its own initiative to exercise 
the power granted by the United States 
Constitution to appoint electors of the 
legislature’s choosing. The U.S. Supreme 
Court has spoken directly on this issue: 
“This power [to appoint electors] is 
conferred upon the legislatures of the 
states by the constitution of the United 
States, and cannot be taken away from 

them or modifi ed by their state constitu-
tions.” McPherson v. Blacker, 146 U.S. 1, 
34-35 (1892). This appointment power 
“transcends any limitations sought to be 
imposed by the people of a State.” Leser v. 
Garnett, 258 U.S, 130, 137 (1922).

Time is quickly running out for the 
legislatures of key states to fulfi l their 
duty to act to protect the people and 
the offi  ce of the president from the 
consequences of demonstrated elec-
tion fraud. Lawful voters expect state 
legislators to do their constitutional 
duty to ensure that the lawful votes 
of the people as cast are honored, not 
diluted or debased by systemic fraud.

William J. Olson held three positions 
during the Reagan administration and 

his fi rm in Vienna, Virginia, William 
J. Olson, P.C. focuses on constitutional 
law and defending against government 
excess. He has fi led nearly 250 am-
icus curiae briefs in federal and state 
courts. www.lawandfreedom.com. @
OlsonLaw 

Patrick M. McSweeney is a former of-
fi cial of the U.S. Department of Justice 
where he handled confi rmations of 
nominees to the U.S.Supreme Court 
and lower federal courts,and Cabinet 
offi  cers. He also served as chairman 
of the Virginia Republican Party. His 
fi rm, McSweeney, Cynkar & Kachou-
roff , focuses on constitutional and ad-
ministrative law. http://mck-lawyers.
com/mcsweeney.htm
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By Adam Meldrum

T
hinking retrospectively about 
the West Coast countercul-
tural movement of the 1960s, 
Hunter S. Thompson famously 
wrote that “you can go up on a 
steep hill in Las Vegas and look 
West, and with the right kind 
of eyes you can almost see the 

high-water mark — that place where the wave 
fi nally broke and rolled back.” 

Picture instead D.C.’s Capitol Hill in 2020 and he 
might have been describing the much-ballyhooed 
“blue wave.”

Joe Biden will take the oath of offi  ce in January. 
He’s likely to garner more than 300 electoral votes, 
but the legislative branch he’ll work with will be far 
less blue than Democrats expected. A 50-50 split is 
now the best case scenario for Senate Democrats. In 
the House, Nancy Pelosi’s majority will be noticeably 
slimmer.

How has the business of election prognostication 
been caught off  guard again? Mr. Biden’s victory was 
solid, but taken as a whole the results of the election 
have been no grand triumph for his party, suggesting 
that we’ve hardly improved at evaluating election 
outcomes over the last four years. 

Chalk up the blame for Election Day surprises to 
two major factors: what data we choose to rely on, 
and how we rely on that data. Both are in need of an 
update. 

I’m not here to bury polling. It is not going away, 
nor should it. Many results this cycle actually fell 
within the forecasted margin of error. But the egre-
gious misses were legion. An ABC/Washington Post 
poll on Oct. 28 overshot Mr. Biden’s fi nal tally in Wis-
consin by 16 points. Susan Collins won her Senate in 
Maine seat by 9, when most polls had her healthily 
behind. Misses like these aren’t just wrong — they 
mislead the public and undermine the legitimacy of 
the industry.

The media similarly let the public down this 
cycle with their misunderstanding of polls and their 
sensationalized blue wave narrative. That pos-
sible outcome should have been situated in a more 
complete context in which room for error is front 
and center and polls are just part of the picture. Data 
analysts and journalists — everyone compiling data, 
presenting it and covering it for the general public — 
will need to work together in the future to make that 
happen.

Election stakeholders (all of us) need to re-eval-
uate our relationship with polling. Various pollsters 
have argued that their methods and adjustments 
since 2016 make them superior — the best in the 
business. But let’s take another step back. Is polling 
even the best way to understand what’s happening? 
Maybe it is, but I’m not convinced that given a blank 
slate, the polling business would be able to justify the 
outsized role it plays in our national conversation. 

Consider the many drawbacks of traditional poll-
ing, along with the models and forecasts which rely 
upon them. They are strictly quantitative, point-in-
time measurements relying on top-down question-
and-answer tabulations. They are slow to administer 
and can be obsolete the moment that big news 
breaks. Polls don’t speak to whole audiences to gain 
context; they simply ask questions. Focus groups, 
by contrast, off er a much deeper context of voters 

attitudes and should be a larger part of the analysis 
landscape.

And beyond traditional focus groups, there are 
diff erent and richer sources of data. The emerg-
ing fi eld of “social intelligence,” for example, treats 
publicly available social media posts pertaining to the 
election as one giant data set. Artifi cial intelligence 
can classify posts by their level of favorability toward 
an issue or candidate, and continuously monitor 
(anonymized) individual accounts to track changes 
in sentiment. Monitoring these trend lines in public 
opinion can be revelatory.

In Michigan, when polls showed Sen. Gary Peters 
running far ahead of John James, social intelligence 
showed Mr. James running far ahead of Mr. Peters 
in terms of social media support, suggesting that the 
race might be closer than polls indicated. It was. 
In North Carolina, polls didn’t show any dents in 
challenger Cal Cunningham’s lead after a sexting 
scandal — but social media listening suggested 
that voters were very much paying attention. 
Incumbent Sen. Thom Tillis kept his seat. 

The diff erent process yields a totally diff erent 
product than polling. The results are, fi rst of all, 
both qualitative and quantitative. They organically 
show what people are talking about, and with what 
level of support. Additionally, social intelligence 
is always “on.” Instead of spoiling the product, 
breaking news gives it an opportunity to shine by 
quickly refl ecting rapid changes in sentiment. It’s 
also cheap, giving scrappy campaigns a much bet-
ter shot at leveraging data to their advantage. 

Unlike horse race polling, social intelligence 
doesn’t neatly predict the fi nal score. But given 
its utility and the repeated letdowns of simplistic 
polls, we should be integrating the millions of data 
points on social media and other non-traditional 
data sources into the overall picture. 

The polling business will not, and should not, 
be destroyed. And the media should not make the 
mistake of sensationalizing its destruction, because 
they were themselves responsible for sensational-
izing the data it produced. But polling will fall prey 
to some creative destruction, and rightly so. In 
strange political times, traditional polling needs to 
be relegated to be one piece of a broader picture, and 
new sources of information should assume a larger 
role on stage. 

Adam Meldrum is the founder and president of Ad-
Victory, a media-buying and audience intelligence 
service.

What’s next for the business of election pollsters and prognosticators?
Polling should be designated as one piece of a puzzle, with new sources of information explored
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By Sherman “Tiger” Joyce

For those across the coun-
try who fear potential 
lawsuits in the wake of 
the pandemic, hope has 

re-emerged. 
In the waning days of the 116th 

Congress, another stimulus pack-
age may be delivered in a much-
needed holiday miracle. Included 
in the bipartisan bill are impera-
tive COVID-19 liability protections 
for businesses, frontline workers 
and health care providers. 

There are 6,449 COVID-19-re-
lated lawsuit fi lings to date, and 
they don’t seem to be slowing. Of 
those lawsuits, nearly 60% are in 
states deemed “Judicial Hellholes” 
by the American Tort Reform 
Foundation or on its “Watch List.”  

The ATRF’s annual Judicial 
Hellholes report highlights places 
where the civil justice climates 
starkly contrast the rest of the 
nation, as evidenced by the high 
percentage of coronavirus-related 
lawsuits. 

Some of the fi rst lawsuits fi led 
related to COVID-19 were against 
manufacturers of hand sanitiz-
ers, claiming the product was 
ineff ective. 

In the early days of the pan-
demic, many distilleries shifted 
their production to ramp up sup-
ply of hand sanitizer, which was 
desperately needed during that 
critical time. They weren’t alone. 
Businesses and workers across the 
country stepped up and stepped 
into roles they were unfamiliar 
with or produced products they 

typically did not manufacture — 
all to support virus relief. 

Months down the road, with 
the ability to look back on all this, 
companies that shifted their busi-
nesses overnight — and doctors 
who didn’t admit patients into the 
hospital for fear of exposure to 
COVID-19 — likely will face vary-
ing legal claims. Hospitals could 
be sued due to inadequate staff  or 
resources. 

The realization that there 
could be a surge of COVID-19 
lawsuits, especially in Judicial 
Hellholes where lawsuit abuse is 
the norm, is setting in. 

As small businesses begin the 
process of safely reopening, they 
worry about what sort of liability 
they might face should a patron 
or employee be exposed to the 
deadly virus on their premises.  

Congress previously at-
tempted to pass liability protec-
tions and Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell continues to 
advocate for liability protections 
as a priority for virus relief, but it’s 
yet to happen at the national level. 
This has left state legislatures 
and governors to take the lead. 
To date, 21 states and the District 
of Columbia have enacted some 
level of COVID-19 liability protec-
tions in addition to 23 executive 
orders issued by governors across 
the country.  

In an ideal world, Congress 
would enact reasonable liability 
protections for businesses, health 
care providers and countless 
other organizations across the 
country to protect them from 

entrepreneurial trial attorneys 
who seek to profi t from the pan-
demic. A national solution would 
create a more predictable system 
for all and would ease the burden 
on those companies that operate 
across state lines. 

Should Congress fail in its lat-
est eff orts, states most likely will 
continue addressing COVID-19 
liability through legislation as they 
go back into session in January, or 
governors will issue more execu-
tive orders. 

But, if liability protections 
aren’t enacted, trial lawyers will 
have a heyday as the pandemic 
continues. In “Judicial Hellholes,” 
these problems will be exacer-
bated. In its latest report, ATRF 
names nine Judicial Hellholes. Of 

those, three have enacted some 
sort of COVID-19 liability protec-
tions by statute — New York, 
Louisiana and Georgia. The other 
six — Pennsylvania, California, 
South Carolina, Missouri, Min-
nesota and Illinois — have none at 
all. All nine are favorite jurisdic-
tions for members of the trial bar 
to bring their cases. 

While to date, more than 3,000 
COVID-19-related lawsuits have 
been fi led in these Judicial Hell-
hole states, without action, we’ll 
only see that number grow. 

There is bipartisan consensus 
that additional economic stimu-
lus is essential, and even before 
the pandemic, the excessive tort 
costs in Judicial Hellholes like 
California, Illinois, Louisiana and 
Missouri resulted in a total loss of 
$24.2 billion in personal income 
and nearly 400,000 jobs lost. 
Taxpayers are stuck footing the 
bill for a hidden “tort tax,” costing 
more than $760 per person each 
year in the most litigious states. 

November polling data shows 
three-out-of-four Americans 
want to see small businesses 
aff ected by COVID-19 receive 
government assistance through 
grants or loans while a mere 7% 
said lawyers should help small 
businesses pursue legal claims 
instead.  

Congress must take immedi-
ate action to protect small busi-
nesses, the health care industry 
or workers, nonprofi ts, schools 
and other organizations from 
COVID-19 lawsuits. It is critical 
to protect those on the frontlines 
of the pandemic. We must work 
together to defeat the virus and 
come back strong and united for 
all.

Sherman “Tiger” Joyce is presi-
dent of the American Tort Re-
form Association.

Looking for                      
a liability miracle
COVID-19 lawsuits ravage businesses
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ACROSS
1 Right away, in a 

memo 
5 Soothing 

ointment 
9 Bean 

annoyance to
14 Website info 

page
15 5 Across 

ingredient
16 Poker hand fees
17 Letters after 

sigmas
18 Boys in the 

family
19 Deserves to get
20 Basebalter's 

protective wear
23 Cubes in a 

cocktail
24 Suffix: for percent
25 Laughs or 

gasps, say
29 Texas site to 

“Remember"
34 Almighty of Islam
35 Prefix for final or 

sweet
36 Touch on the 

shoulder
37 Cop’s protective 

wear
41 Wedding assent
42 Low-voiced 

singer
43 Rental 

agreement
44 Go off, as 

explosives
47 Touched on the 

head
48 Nothing at all
49 Faux __ (error in 

etiquette)
50 Factory worker's 

protective wear
57 What "cookies’’ 

starts with

58 Mom s sister
59 Lumbeijack’S 

choppers
$1 Mirror view
62 Russian autocrat 

of old
63 Fey of TV
64 Fast-spreading 

Web posts
65 Sacred
6$ Web address 

starter

DOWN
1 Toward the back 

of a boat
2 Former Swedish 

automaker
3 Color of the 

ocean
4 Soft ' Hey you!"
5 ABCscfa 

subject
6 Without help

7 Taking quite a 
while

8 Netlike fabric
9 Rice dish of 

Spain
10 Tooth s exterior
11 Raison d’_
12 Heating duct
13 Dollar sign 

shape
21 10% donation
22 "Old McDonald" 

ender
25 Extremely eager
26 Steer clear of
27 Parcel out
28 Baseball great 

Ripken
29 Using few Words
30 Health Insurance 

grps.
31 Annoyed
32 En___ (as a large

group)

33 Chose, with “for'1 
35 Minor quarrel
38 Game for tot 

sluggers
39 Bolt of lightning
40 Former soldier, 

for short
45 Feeling tense
46 Your sister's 

daughters
47 Eclair or 

cinnamon bun
49 Of punishment
50 Identical
51 ijght-railcar 
53 Gauge showing

revs
53 Greek liqueur
54 Solemn pledge
55 Leave a 

highway
56 Shipped off
57 “He did it!"
60 Be a drain on
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TV          Wednesday

BEST BETS SPORTS

 LEGEND: (L)=Live   (N)=New   (ITV)=Interactive Television   (PA)=Parental Advisory   ■ (Shaded)=Movies
TMS MOVIE RATINGS: ★★★★ Excellent  ★★★ Good  ★★ Fair  ★ Poor  No stars: not rated

Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch Musical! / 
8:00pm (4)  Filmed in London, this tuneful 
new two-hour live-action special offers a 
new take on the beloved Dr. Seuss yarn 
about a cantankerous grouch (Matthew 
Morrison, “Glee”) who creeps down 
from his reclusive lair atop Mt. Crumpit 
to steal the Christmas gifts, decorations 
and festive foods from the residents of 
Whoville below. Their response gives the 
Grinch a life-changing lesson in the true 
meaning of Christmas. Joining Morrison 
are Denis O’Hare as Old Max, the Grinch’s 
dog; BooBoo Stewart as Young Max; and 
newcomer Amelia Minto as Cindy-Lou 
Who.

The Great Christmas Light Fight 
/ 8:00pm (7)  Try to relax and not 
think about things like utility bills and 
neighborhood homeowner regulations 
as you tune in for Season 8 of this giddy 
seasonal home decorating series. Lifestyle 
expert Carter Oosterhouse and interior 
designer Taniya Nayak are back as the 
judges who evaluate the over-the-top 
efforts by four families in each one-hour 
episode. Picking the best can’t be easy, 
because all of them seem to have heart-
tugging back stories, but one lucky winner 
per episode wins $50,000 if they “sleigh” 
their rivals.

Greatest Holiday Commercials 
Countdown 2020 / 9:00pm (50)  
Kevin Frazier and Keltie Knight (both from 
“Entertainment Tonight”) return to host 
this year’s edition of the festive yuletide 
special that counts down the 12 best 
holiday commercials — one for each of 
the 12 Days of Christmas, naturally — that 
range from the nostalgic and heartfelt to 
the irreverent and hilarious. In addition to 
those top 12 spots, the hour also includes 
other memorable seasonal TV ads from 
both North America and abroad.

College Basketball / 5:00pm (ESPN2)  
Maryland at Clemson.  (N)

College Basketball / 6:00pm 
(SportsNET)  Northern Iowa at Richmond. (N)

Women’s College Basketball / 
7:00pm (MASN)  Louisville at Duke. (N)

DRL Drone Racing / 7:00pm (NBCSP)  
Savoy Museum. (N)

College Basketball / 7:15pm (ESPN)  
Louisville at Wisconsin. (N)

College Basketball / 7:15pm (ESPN2)  
NC State at Michigan. (N)

College Basketball / 9:15pm (ESPN)  
Michigan State at Virginia. (N)

College Basketball / 9:15pm (ESPN2)  
Indiana at Florida State. (N)

Today / 7:00am (4)  COVID-19 pandemic.
Good Morning America / 7:00am (7)  
Kerry Washington and Ariana DeBose.
Today 3rd Hour / 9:00am (4)  Michael 
Phelps.
Live with Kelly and Ryan / 9:00am (7)  
Vanessa Hudgens.
Rachael Ray / 10:00am (7)  Crispy brisket 
hard-shell tacos.
The View / 11:00am (7)  Taraji P. Henson.
The Real / 12:00pm (5)  Phoebe Robinson.
The Kelly Clarkson Show / 2:00pm (4)  
It Must Have Been Love.
The Ellen DeGeneres Show / 3:00pm 
(4) Tayshia Adams.
The Drew Barrymore Show / 3:00pm 
(7)  Neil Patrick Harris.
Conan / 11:00pm (TBS)  Andrew Rannells.
The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon / 11:35pm (4)  Jon Hamm.
Jimmy Kimmel Live! / 11:35pm (7)  
Keegan-Michael Key; Isla Fisher.
Late Night With Seth Meyers / 
12:37am (4)  Aubrey Plaza.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY (Dec. 9). Oft the initiator, this 
solar return shows a role reversal — you will be most aus-
piciously chosen, beckoned by a soul-fortifying endeavor. 
You’ll prepare over many months for a presentation — the 
fi rst in many that will net you impressive dividends and 
allow you to grow, teach and employ others. Work and 
love intertwine. Virgo and Sagittarius adore you. Your 
lucky numbers are: 8, 1, 30, 12 and 16.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). You have an inkling about 
a fresh source of fun. It might not be the most conven-
tional thing, but you’ll be surprised at how many others 
enjoy it, too. These endeavors light you up and connect 
you with a thriving community.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). 
Peer pressure doesn’t stop just 
because a person is grown. Cer-
tain things will be hard to say no 
to because their mass appeal is 
so strong. The trick is in writing 
your own script before the world 

writes one for you.
GEMINI (May 21-June 21). As long as you’re shooting 

for the moon, you may as well shoot for the sun. Either 
way, things change once you get out of the atmosphere 
and thus the gravity of a certain situation.

CANCER (June 22-July 22). Water itself is no rival to 
your ability to go with the fl ow. But on a day like today, 
you prefer events to happen in your timing. In fact, you 
command them to as though an orchestra conductor 
setting the tempo.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Your friendships exist in a kind 
of ringed system around the planet that is you. The fi rst 
tier is an elite group and someone has to be extremely 
special to jump from one stratum to the next, but it will 
happen today.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You can’t be sure if your 
work speaks for itself unless you back off  and let it. Your 
silence will allow people to draw their own conclusions 
and you can go from there.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Before you’re asked to fulfi ll 
a role, give yourself the part you want. Those who are 
well-aware of what they are saying “yes” to will fi nd it 
much easier to say “no” when they need to.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You were ambitious, so 
you started. You were tenacious, so you fi nished. You 
were grateful, so you thoroughly enjoyed the fruits of 
your eff ort. That worked, so rinse and repeat.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You want love and 
attention as much as the next person, but you wouldn’t 
dream of asking for it. You’d rather work for it, especially 
by creating delightful scenarios that people are irresist-
ibly drawn into.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Do you get the 
sneaking suspicion that your talent could be better used 
elsewhere? Perhaps you don’t have to go far so much as 
up. Is there an opportunity for promotion here?

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). When you’re warm-
ing up, you have a few silly thoughts. When you’re on a 
powerful roll, you have hundreds of them. The big ideas 
will be sandwiched inside playful ones.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). Though you’re profes-
sional-level at many things, you’re an amateur in other 
areas — a status to revel in. The pressure is off . The 
horizon is open. Herein lies the freedom to explore.
CREATORS.COM

DEAR ABBY: I need your opin-
ion. I have been with the same guy 
for 27 years. We never married 
because we were both married 
before, and I wasn’t into doing it 
again. I have stuck by him through 
sickness, hard times and what-

ever else. Four 
months ago I 
was diagnosed 
with small cell 
lung cancer. 
I stopped by 
his house this 

week to pick up a rug scrubber and 
walked in on him having sex with 
some woman. I feel hurt, angry, 
mad, sad. It’s like, WHY? Do you 
think he has been doing this and 
he just got caught or what?

I didn’t say anything. I just left . 
He called me later and said it was 
over between us because I’m sick 

and “can’t do anything.” I’m in 
shock. I don’t know what to think. I 
have always been there for him. So 
why, now that I’m sick and I need 
him the most, has he turned his 
back on me? — BLINDSIDED IN OHIO

DEAR BLINDSIDED: I am so, so 
sorry that you had to fi nd out this way 
— when the chips are down — that the 
man you have been involved with for 
27 years isn’t much of a man after all. 
I DO think he has been doing this all 
these years.

Now it is time to marshal your 
friends and family and let them know 
what’s going on. If you have been a 
caring and supportive friend or rela-
tive, they should be supportive during 
this challenging time. The American 
Cancer Society has support groups for 
people with cancer if you need some-
one to talk to. Its website is cancer.org. 
Please know you are in my thoughts 

and prayers for both a spiritual and 
physical recovery.

DEAR ABBY: My family is getting 
torn apart by my older brother’s 
issue with me. It has become worse 
over the years, even aft er his mar-
riage. He seems to be upset with 
how my life is progressing, and 
to upset me, he has been copying 
everything I do. He got engaged 
and married around the same time 
I did. He also got a dog right aft er I 
did, bought a car right aft er me and 
decided he wanted to start a family 
as soon as my wife and I announced 
we are having a baby.

My parents constantly make 
excuses about why his actions are 
justifi ed. I no longer know what to 
do. I tried to reconcile with him, 
but he rebuff ed me and says he 
hates me. It has reached the point 
that I don’t want to be around any 

of my family anymore because 
they defend him on everything, 
despite the facts. What should I 
do? I seem to be the only person 
trying to reconcile the relation-
ship and fi x/reunite my family. 
— SAD SIBLING IN NEW JERSEY

DEAR SIBLING: I fi nd it hard to be-
lieve that your family would side with 
a sibling who declares he “hates” his 
brother and refuses attempts to rec-
oncile. It’s important for your mental 
health that you separate emotionally 
from your brother. By that I mean 
dial back the resentment, live your 
life with your wife and child and stop 
obsessing about what your brother 
does. That he literally follows in your 
footsteps shows he either admires the 
choices you make, or that he has no 
imagination of his own. Neither of 
these should be a problem for YOU.
ANDREWS MCMEEL SYNDICATION

Boyfriend shows true colors after lung cancer diagnosis

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Here’s a collection curated by 
The Associated Press’ entertain-
ment journalists of what’s arriv-
ing on TV, streaming services and 
music platforms this week.

Movies
⦁ Travel may seem closed off  

right now, but how about a cruise 
with Meryl Streep, Dianne Wiest 
and Candice Bergen? “Let Them 
All Talk,” which debuts Friday on 
HBO Max, was fi lmed on an Atlantic 
crossing of the Queen Mary 2, the 
British ocean liner. Directed in a 
two-week dash by Steven Soder-
bergh and scripted by the short-
story writer Deborah Eisenberg, the 
fi lm — delightful and light despite 
its lumbering setting — is about an 
American novelist (Miss Streep) 
given a prize in England, who, re-
fusing to fl y, takes the boat instead 
and brings along several old friends 
(Miss Wiest, Miss Bergen) and her 
nephew (Lucas Hedges).

⦁ If one Streep fi lm wasn’t enough 
for you, she’s again in typically fi ne 
form in “The Prom,” parodying a diva 
actor in Ryan Murphy’s adaptation 

of the 2018 Broadway musical. In the 
Netfl ix fi lm, streaming Friday, Miss 
Streep and James Corden play a pair 
of comically self-centered, awards-
obsessed theater stars. When their 
show fl ops and their careers are tee-
tering, they try to win back public 
favor by traveling (with Nicole Kid-
man and Andrew Rannells in tow) to 
small-town Indiana to defend a high-
schooler (Jo Ellen Pellman) barred 
from attending prom with her girl-
friend (Ariana DeBose).

⦁ From the Irish animator Tomm 
Moore (“The Secret of Kells,” “Song 
of the Sea,” both Oscar nominated) 
comes his latest lyrical, earthy beauty. 
“Wolfwalkers,” which Mr. Moore co-
directed with Ross Stewart for the 
Kilkenny-based studio Cartoon Sa-
loon, is a hand-drawn folk tale set 
in a medieval village suff ering wolf 
attacks. When the daughter (Honor 
Kneafsey) of a hunter (Sean Bean) 
befriends a mythical tribe who walk 
as wolves by night, a once-unthinkable 
peace becomes possible. It streams 
Friday on Apple TV+.

Music
⦁ Jon Bon Jovi already has 

produced an album this year with 
“2020” and the concert fi lm “On a 
Night Like This — Bon Jovi 2020.” But 
he’s not done: The Rock and Roll Hall 
of Famer on Monday released three 
holiday cover songs: “Christmas All 
Over Again,” “Fairytale of New York” 
and “If I Get Home on Christmas Day,” 
made famous by Tom Petty and the 
Heartbreakers, the Pogues and Elvis 
Presley, respectively.

⦁ If you’re missing Broadway, the 
composing team behind the Tony 
Award-winning musical “Ragtime” 
have something for you. A collection 
of two previously unheard song cycles 
by Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty 
is coming out Friday, featuring per-
formances by Marin Mazzie, Jason 
Danieley, Sarah Uriarte Berry and 
Steven Pasquale. The demos, recorded 
16 years ago, will be available Friday 
on CD from BroadwayRecords.com 
and digitally from all major digital 
retailers. 

Television
⦁ This season’s winner for 

lengthy title: “High School Musical: 
The Musical: The Holiday Special,” 
debuting Friday on Disney+. Cast 

members including Olivia Rodrigo, 
Matt Cornett and Sofi a Wylie will 
share holiday memories and per-
form songs including “Last Christ-
mas,” “Feliz Navidad” and “The 
Hanukkah Medley.” 

⦁ Timothee Chalamet will make 
his debut as host of “Saturday Night 
Live” this weekend, the second-to-last 
episode of the year. The in-demand 
actor, an Oscar nominee in 2018 for 
“Call Me by Your Name,” gets the 
honor of introducing Bruce Spring-
steen and the E Street Band as they 
tally their third appearance as “SNL” 
musical guests. 

⦁ The CW’s “iHeartRadio Jingle 
Ball 2020,” a 90-minute special based 
on the annual concert, will air at 8 
p.m. Eastern on Monday. In light 
of pandemic restrictions, the vir-
tual event will feature artists at 
home performing their hits along 
with new cover versions of familiar 
holiday tunes. Billie Eilish, Doja Cat, 
Dua Lipa, Harry Styles and Shawn 
Mendes are among those slated for 
the event, which begins 9 p.m. East-
ern on Thursday on iHeartMedia 
radio stations, iHeart and The CW 
apps and CWTV.com.

ENTERTAINMENT

Stream Streep fi lms, ‘Wolfwalkers,’ ‘Jingle Ball 2020’

ABIGAIL 
VAN BUREN

DEAR ABBY

HOLIDAY  
MATHIS

HOROSCOPE

LOCAL ▶6:30 PM ▶7:00 ▶7:30 ▶8:00 ▶8:30 ▶9:00 ▶9:30 ▶10:00 ▶10:30 ▶11:00 ▶11:30 ▶12:00
 NBC 4
 NBC 11

’ 4 News
11 NBC News

’ 4 NBC News
11 Inside

’ Access Holly-
wood (N)

’ Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch Musical! The Broadway hit adapted for
TV. (N)

’ Nurses “Incoming” Keon’s
patient goes into early labour.

’ 4 News
11 News

’ 4 Tonight Show-J. Fallon
11 Tonight Show-J. Fallon

FOX 5
FOX 45

’ 5 Fox 5 News
45 FamFeud

’ 5 Fox 5
45 Jeopardy

’ 5 TMZ
45 Wheel

’ The Masked Singer “The Holi-
day Sing-a-Long” (N)

’ 9:01 I Can See Your Voice
Joel McHale and Niecy Nash.

’ 5 Fox 5 News at 10 (N)
45 FOX 45 News at 10 (N)

’ 5 News
45 News

’ 5 The Final 5
45 Seinfeld

’ 5 Extra (N)
45 Seinfeld

ABC 7
ABC 2

’ ABC World
News

’ 7 Wheel
2 News

’ 7 Jeopardy
2 Funny You

’ The Great Christmas Light Fight (Season Premiere) La Verkin,
Utah; Wilmington, Mass. (N)

’ For Life Aaron does a favor
for Jamal. (N)

’ 7 News
2 News

’ 11:35 Jimmy Kimmel Live! (N)

 CBS 9
 CBS 13

’ CBS Evening
News

’ 9 Q&A
13 News

’ Entertainment
Tonight (N)

’ The Amazing Race “Run on
Your Tippy Toes” (N)

’ SEAL Team The team adjusts
to a new team dynamic. (N)

’ S.W.A.T. “Fracture” The team
searches for a lone bomber.

’ 9 9 News
13 News

’ 11:35 The Late Show With
Stephen Colbert (N)

MNTV 20 ’Family Feud ’Family Feud ’Family Feud ’Fox 5 News ’Family Feud ’Fox 5 News ’Schitt’s Creek ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Dateline “Bad Blood” ’Dateline
CW 50 ’Funny You ’black-ish ’black-ish ’Devils “Episode 9” (N) ’Commercials Countdown ’Seinfeld ’Seinfeld ’Two/Half Men ’Two/Half Men ’Goldbergs
IND 4.2 ’Little House ’The Munsters ’The Munsters ’Frasier ’Frasier ’Roseanne ’Roseanne ’Roseanne ’Roseanne ’The Nanny ’The Nanny ’The Nanny
ION 66 ’Blue Bloods ’Blue Bloods ’Blue Bloods “Mind Games” ’Blue Bloods “Blackout” ’Blue Bloods ’Blue Bloods “Trust” ’Blue Bloods
PBS 22 ’NewsHour ’Queens ’MotorWeek ’Nature Animals survive in Lapland. ’Riverdance 25th Anniversary Show Irish music and dance. ’Suze Orman’s Ultimate Ret
PBS 26.4 ’NHK Newsline ’POV Shorts ’ Independent Lens Immunologist Jim Allison. ’Frontline ’PBS NewsHour (N) ’The Day ’World News ’POV Shorts

 ▶7:00 PM  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 AMC ’6:00 Elf ★★★ (2003, Children’s) Will Ferrell. ’Four Christmases ★★ (2008) Vince Vaughn, Robert Duvall. ’Fred Claus ★★ (2007, Com.) Vince Vaughn, Paul Giamatti.
 Flix ’6:15 Sunshine Cleaning ★★★ (2008) ’Desert Hearts ★★ (1985) Helen Shaver. ’9:35 Dangerous Liaisons ★★★ (1988, Dra.) Glenn Close. ’11:35 Sorority Row ★ (2009)
 FXM ’Mike ’7:05 Girls Trip ★★★ (2017, Com.) Regina Hall, Queen Latifah. ’9:25 Girls Trip ★★★ (2017) Regina Hall, Queen Latifah. ’11:45 Casa de mi padre ★★

 HBO ’6:15 Axios ’6:50 Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows ★★ (2011) ’Alabama Snake (N) ’Euphoria ’Hall of Fame 2020
 HBO2 ’Godzilla: King ’REAL Sports Bryant Gumbel ’Axios ’Murder on Middle Beach (Part 4 of 4) ’40 Years a Prisoner (2020, Doc.) Premiere.
 IFC ’Underwrld ’Underworld: Rise of the Lycans ★★ (2009) Michael Sheen. ’The Rundown ★★★ (2003) The Rock, Seann William Scott. Premiere. ’The Rundown ★★★ (2003)
 LMN ’6:00 The Twisted Nanny (2019, Susp.) ’The Captive Nanny (2020) Austin Highsmith, Karynn Moore. ’The Wrong Stepmother (2019) Cindy Busby, Vivica A. Fox. ’Captive
 Max ’6:25 Revenge of the Nerds IV: Nerds in Love ’The Art of Racing in the Rain ★★ (2019) Milo Ventimiglia. ’9:50 The Great Gilly Hopkins ★★ (2016) ’Dodgeball: Underdog
 MoreMax ’Abraham L ’7:10 Equilibrium ★ (2002) Christian Bale, Emily Watson. ’The Punisher ★★ (2004, Act.) Thomas Jane. Premiere. ’11:05 Punisher: War Zone ★ (2008, Act.)
 TheMovieCh ’5:50 Amy ★★★ (2015) Tony Bennett. ’The Iron Lady ★★ (2011) Meryl Streep. ’9:45 Red Joan (2018, Dra.) Judi Dench, Sophie Cookson. ’Current War: Director’s Cut
 Showtime ’Terminator 2 ’Shameless “This Is Chicago” ’Gone Baby Gone ★★★ (2007) Casey Affleck. Premiere. ’Your Honor “Part One” ’Red ★★ (2010, Act.) Bruce Willis.
 Showtime2 ’6:20 First Cow ★★★ (2019) John Magaro, Orion Lee. ’8:25 Macho: The Hector Camacho Story ’10:05 Reservoir Dogs ★★★ (1992) Tim Roth ’11:45 The Blues Brothers
 Starz ’5:48 King Kong ★★★ (2005) Naomi Watts. A beauty tames a savage beast. ’Blumhouse’s Fantasy Island ★ (2020, Hor.) Michael Peña. ’10:53 The Grudge ★ (2020) Demián Bichir
 STZENC ’6:39 The Mask of Zorro ★★★ (1998) Antonio Banderas, Anthony Hopkins. ’The Legend of Zorro ★★ (2005) Antonio Banderas. ’11:14 The Professional ★★★ (1994)
 Sundance ’Criminal ’Criminal Minds ’Criminal Minds “25 to Life” ’Criminal Minds “Corazon” ’Criminal Minds ’Criminal Minds ’The A Word
 TurnerCM ’6:00 Kismet ★★ (1955) Howard Keel. ’The Day the Earth Stood Still ★★★ (1951) ’9:45 The 7th Voyage of Sinbad ★★★ (1958) Kathryn Grant ’The 3 Worlds of Gulliver ★★

  ▶7:00  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 CNBC ’Mad Money ’Shepard Smith ’Shark Tank ’Shark Tank ’Shark Tank ’Shark Tank ’S. Smith
 CNN ’Situation Rm ’Erin Burnett OutFront (N) ’Anderson Cooper 360 (N) ’Cuomo Prime Time (N) (L) ’CNN Tonight with Don Lemon ’CNN Tonight with Don Lemon ’Cooper 360
 ESPN ’SportsCenter ’7:15 College Basketball Louisville at Wisconsin. (N) (L) ’9:15 College Basketball Michigan State at Virginia. (N) (L) ’11:15 SportsCenter (N) (L) ’SportsCenter
 ESPN2 ’Basketball ’7:15 College Basketball NC State at Michigan. (N) (L) ’9:15 College Basketball Indiana at Florida State. (N) (L) ’11:15 Don’t Ever Give Up ’SportsCenter
 FoxNews ’Bret Baier ’The Story With Martha ’Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) ’Hannity (N) (L) ’The Ingraham Angle (N) (L) ’Fox News at Night ’Tucker
 MASN ’Bensinger ’Women’s College Basketball Louisville at Duke. (N) (L) ’Fight Sports WCK ’ESPNEWS (N) ’McGee’s Pro Football Plus ’College Basketball
 NBCSP ’Engine Power ’DRL Drone Racing Savoy Museum. (N) (L) ’Mecum Auto Auctions “Houston”
 SportsNET ’College Basketball ’Football ’Washington Football Rewind (N) ’Football ’Washington Football Rewind (N) ’Football
  ▶7:00  ▶8:00  ▶9:00  ▶10:00  ▶11:00  ▶12:00
 A&E ’Court Cam ’Court Cam ’Court Cam ’Court Cam ’Court Cam ’Court Cam (N) ’Court Cam (N) ’Rescue Cam ’Rescue Cam ’Court Cam ’Court Cam ’Court Cam
 Animal Plnt ’North Woods ’North Woods Law ’North Woods Law: Uncuffed “Rescue on Mt. Carrigain” (N) ’North Woods Law- Hunting ’North Woods Law ’North Woods
 BBC ’5:00 Ghost ★★★ (1990) Patrick Swayze. ’The Wolf of Wall Street ★★★ (2013) Leonardo DiCaprio. A stockbroker develops habits of excess and corruption. ’Wolf Wall
 BET ’5:05 Madea’s Family Reunion ★★ (2006) ’House/Payne ’As. Living ’Tyler Perry’s Sistas (N) ’Games People Play ’Tyler Perry’s Sistas ’House/Payne
 Bravo ’Housewives ’Housewives/OC ’Housewives/OC ’Housewives/OC ’Real Housewives ’Watch What ’Real Housewives
 Cartoon Net ’Teen Titans ’Teen Titans ’Teen Titans ’Wrld, Gumball ’Wrld, Gumball ’Bob’s Burgers ’Bob’s Burgers ’American Dad ’American Dad ’Family Guy ’Family Guy ’Rick, Morty
 Comedy Ch ’South Park ’South Park ’7:45 South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’South Park ’The Daily Show ’South Park
 Discovery ’Expedition X ’Expedition X: Uncovered (N) ’Josh Gates Tonight (N) ’Expedition X (N) ’Lost Relics of the Knights ’11:08 Expedition Unknown ’Josh Gates
 Disney ’Jessie ’Raven ’Raven ’Liv-Mad. ’Liv-Mad. ’Liv-Mad. ’Big City ’Big City ’Big City ’Raven ’Raven ’Jessie
 Disney XD ’Owl Hse. ’DuckTales ’Big Hero 6 ’Player Select ’Parker Plays ’DuckTales ’DuckTales ’Amphibia ’Amphibia ’Player Select ’Player Select ’Owl Hse.
 DIY ’6:00 Restored ’Restored ’Holmes Inspection ’Holmes Makes It Right (N) ’Holmes & Holmes ’Holmes & Holmes ’Holmes
 E! ’Chrisley ’Chrisley ’Chrisley ’Chrisley ’Chrisley ’Chrisley ’Chrisley ’Dating ’Dating ’Dating ’Nightly Pop ’Dating
 Food Net ’Guy’s Games ’Guy’s Grocery Games ’Guy’s Grocery Games ’Guy’s Grocery Games (N) ’Guy’s Grocery Games ’Guy’s Grocery Games ’Guy’s Games
 Freeform ’5:50 Home Alone ★★★ (1990) Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci. ’8:20 Home Alone 2: Lost in New York ★★ (1992) Macaulay Culkin. ’The 700 Club (N) ’Prancer
 fX ’6:00 Minions ★★ (2015) Jon Hamm ’Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch ★★ (2018, Children’s) Cameron Seely ’Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch ★★ (2018, Children’s) Cameron Seely ’Mike & Molly
 FYI ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars ’Storage Wars
 GAC ’Going RV ’Going RV ’Going RV ’Going RV ’Going RV ’Going RV ’Going RV ’Going RV ’Going RV ’Going RV ’Going RV ’Going RV
 Galavision ’Dice el Dicho ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Vecinos ’Sin miedo a la verdad (N) ’Vecinos
 Hallmark ’6:00 The Most Wonderful Time of the Year ’Sense, Sensibility & Snowmen (2019) Erin Krakow. ’Switched for Christmas (2017) Candace Cameron Bure. ’Christmas
 HGTV ’Fixer to Fab. ’Fixer to Fabulous ’Fixer to Fabulous (N) ’Property Brothers ’Hunters ’Hunters Int’l ’Hunters ’Hunters Int’l ’Property Bro.
 History Ch ’Forged in Fire ’Forged in Fire ’Forged in Fire ’Forged in Fire (N) ’10:03 Forged in Fire ’11:03 Forged in Fire ’Forged in Fire
 Lifetime ’6:00 Christmas Stars (2019) Erica Durance. ’Mistletoe & Menorahs (2019, Rom.) Damien Doepping. ’10:03 Too Close for Christmas (2020) Chad Michael Murray. ’Mistletoe & M
 MTV ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’The Challenge (Season Premiere) (N) ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous. ’Ridiculous.
 Nat’l Geo ’Drug Lords ’Trafficked-Mariana van Zeller ’Trafficked-Mariana van Zeller ’Trafficked-Mariana van Zeller ’Narco Wars ’Trafficked-Mariana van Zeller ’Narco Wars
 Nickelodeon ’Loud House ’Loud House ’Loud House ’SpongeBob ’SpongeBob ’Sheldon ’Sheldon ’Friends ’Friends ’Friends ’11:35 Friends ’12:10 Friends
 Noggin ’PAW Patrol ’Blaze ’Blaze ’Santiago ’Blue’s Clues ’Peppa Pig ’Peppa Pig ’Peppa Pig ’Peppa Pig ’Bubble ’Blue’s Clues ’Peppa Pig
 OWN ’Dateline ’Dateline on OWN ’Food ’Food ’This Christmas ★★ (2007, Com-Dra.) Delroy Lindo, Idris Elba. ’Food ’This C’mas
 PARMT ’Two/Half Men ’Grown Ups ★ (2010, Com.) Adam Sandler, Kevin James, Chris Rock. ’Grown Ups 2 ★ (2013, Com.) Adam Sandler, Kevin James, Chris Rock. ’Grown Ups ★
 Science ’Earth ’What on Earth? ’Rocket Around the Xmas ’BattleBots: Mega Fights “Robot Warfare is Back!” (N) ’Engineering Catastrophes ’BattleBots:
 Syfy ’6:35 Death Wish ★ (2018, Act.) Bruce Willis, Vincent D’Onofrio. ’The Fast and the Furious: Tokyo Drift ★★ (2006, Act.) Lucas Black. ’11:18 Lake Placid ★★ (1999)
 TBS ’Family Guy ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Big Bang ’Full Frontal ’Conan (N) ’Full Frontal ’Seinfeld
 TLC ’6:00 My 600-Lb. Life “Michael’s Story” ’My 600-Lb. Life Erica regrets not keeping a promise. ’My 600-Lb. Life Erica continues her weight loss journey. ’My 600-Lb
 TNT ’5:00 Transformers ★★★ (2007, Act.) ’All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite (N) ’Ready Player One ★★★ (2018, Sci-fi.) Tye Sheridan, Olivia Cooke.
 TruTV ’ Inside Jokes ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Inside Jokes ’ Imp. Jokers ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’ Inside Jokes ’Secret Videos ’ Inside Jokes
 TVLand ’Andy Griffith ’Andy Griffith ’Andy Griffith ’Raymond ’Everybody Loves Raymond ’Raymond ’Raymond ’Raymond ’King ’King ’King
 TVOne ’FamilyMatters ’FamilyMatters ’FamilyMatters ’Christmas Dilemma B.J. Britt, Brittany S. Hall, Charmin Lee. ’Tough Love: ’Tough Love: ’Bernie Mac ’Bernie Mac ’Bernie Mac
 Univision ’Noticiero Uni. ’La Rosa de Guadalupe ’Vencer el desamor (N) ’ Imperio de mentiras (N) ’Dulce ambición (N) ’Noticiero Uni. ’Noticiero Uni ’Deportivo
 USA ’6:00 NCIS ’NCIS “Playing With Fire” ’WWE NXT (N) (L) ’10:08 John Wick: Chapter 2 ★★★ (2017, Act.) Keanu Reeves, Common.
 VH1 ’Martin ’Martin ’Martin ’Coming to America ★★★ (1988, Com.) Eddie Murphy, Arsenio Hall. ’Beverly Hills Cop ★★★ (1984, Com.) Eddie Murphy.
 WGN-A ’Last-Standing ’Last-Standing ’Last-Standing ’NewsNation (N) (L) ’NewsNation (N) (L) ’NewsNation (N) (L) ’NewsNation ’NewsNation

MOVIES

NEWS & SPORTS

VARIETY CABLE

Carter Oosterhouse and Taniya Nayak host
“Th e Great Christmas Light Fight” on Wednesday on ABC.



line impacted the quarterback 
enough in key moments to seal 
the 23-17 upset victory.

“We’re defending every blade 
of grass. We’re not trying to let 
nothing get by,” defensive end 
Montez Sweat said. “Situations 
like this, like fourth down, fourth-
and-1, we take that stuff  personal. 
And we’re going to continue to 
do that.”

The 310.9 yards per game this 
unit allows on average is the 
fourth-fewest total in the league 
this year, and that tally drops to 
just 278.43 over the last seven con-
tests. During Washington’s three-
game winning streak, which puts 
postseason aspirations within the 
realm of possibility, the team has 
produced fi ve takeaways, too.

Much of Washington’s success 
comes from its pass rush; the 
team averaged four per game in 
the previous fi ve matchups enter-
ing Monday. They didn’t get to 
Roethlisberger on Monday night, 
and only offi  cially recorded two 
quarterback hits — which isn’t a 
shock considering Pittsburgh’s 
quick passing game.

But they still disrupted Roeth-
lisberger, with the defensive line 
throwing their arms into throw-
ing lanes and making him move 
within the pocket.

Before Young’s fourth-down 
stop, pressure in Roethlisberger’s 
face led to an incompletion. Late 
in the fourth quarter, Sweat’s 
tipped pass led to a Jon Bostic 

interception, virtually sealing the 
game. Those eff orts might not 
show up in the stat sheet, but 
they can impact a game almost 
as much as a sack.

“We’ve got a whole bunch of 
edge rushers, a great defense, a 
defensive line that can apply a 
lot of pressure,” off ensive tackle 
Moses Morgan said. “Even when 

they don’t get to the quarterback, 
the quarterback still feels that 
pressure. You can see the quar-
terback shuffl  ing his feet.

“I keep on telling Chase 

[Young], I say, ‘Chase, man, you 
don’t need to get to the quarter-
back every time, but if you make 
that quarterback feel you, he’ll 
shuffl  e his feet and that ball might 
be off  by one yard, and that makes 
a diff erence.’”

If there’s been any major cri-
tique of this defense, it’s the big 
plays they’ve allowed. Shortly 
after Washington stopped Pitts-
burgh on fourth down at the goal 
line, James Washington broke off  
a 50-yard touchdown catch — 
helped by two missed tackles. 
Roethlisberger completed passes 
for 15 and 17 yards on the Steelers’ 
fi rst touchdown drive, too.

Those chunk plays evapo-
rated for the most part in the 
second half, though, allowing 
Washington’s off ense to mount 
a comeback.

But much of Monday’s game 
— and the role the defense played 
to win it — goes back to that goal 
line stop in the second quarter, 
inheriting a short fi eld after coach 
Ron Rivera gambled and failed 
on a fourth-down try of his own.

With their backs against 
the wall, that unit tends to play 
tougher. In the latest example, 
with fi ve plays from the 1-yard 
line, Washington didn’t budge 
— and Rivera might be the most 
grateful.

“They saved their coach’s 
(butt),” Rivera said. “I thought 
we had a chance to run a play 
and sneak one in, and they had 
a guy make a heck of a play on 
that fourth down. But the defense 
bowed their neck and saved me, 
that’s for darn sure.”

NFL
From page B12
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Rick Barnes thought he was 
in the clear early in his bout with 
COVID-19.

The Tennessee coach should 
have known better, given his 
texts with Tom Izzo, his Michi-
gan State counterpart who also 
went through it. About a week 
into his quarantine, Barnes lost 
his appetite and started feeling 
lethargic.

Just like Izzo said.
“He gave me full warning,” 

said Barnes, who is 66 and has 
been a head coach the past 33 
years. “He texted me almost every 
day — just don’t be surprised 
when this stuff  happens. And I 
would tell you, it probably took 
me 12 days to where I felt really 
good.”

Barnes, Izzo and Syracuse’s 
Jim Boeheim are among the 
coaches 65 and up who have 

contracted COVID-19, which can 
be a greater threat the older one 
is. While many elderly people 
are isolating at home, college 
basketball coaches are required 
to travel, work indoors and be 
around crowds — all among 
the most risky behaviors amid 
a pandemic.

Lon Kruger knows he is taking 
a chance. 

Oklahoma’s 68-year-old coach 
has been spared so far, even with 
his Sooners having to briefl y shut 
down because of cases within the 
program.

He said hearing about his col-
leagues got his attention.

“It’s just a reminder to do what 
we can to avoid it,” Kruger said. 
“Not to say that anything’s 100% 
guaranteed. But the university 
continuously reminds us to be 
careful and follow the recom-
mendations. Especially with the 
masks. It’s a pretty easy thing to 
do to wear a mask.”

Dr. George Monks, president 
of the Oklahoma State Medical 
Association, said fans wearing 
masks, washing and sanitizing 
their hands, and keeping their 
distance from others when they 
are away from the arenas will play 
a key role in protecting coaches 
— even with attendance at games 
limited or barred altogether.

“We need to all do our part 
to lower the spread of the virus 
in the community,” Monks said. 
“When it’s going like crazy in 
the community and there’s a lot 
of cases, that puts those players 

and those coaches more at risk.”
C. Vivian Stringer, the 72-year-

old coach of the Rutgers women’s 
basketball program, worries that 
her daughter who lives with her 
might be especially vulnerable 
because she had spinal menin-
gitis at age 2 and still deals with 
the eff ects.

“I’m concerned about myself 
and definitely Nina,” Stringer 
said. “We’ve got to look out for 
everyone surrounding us. This 
is crazy.”

North Carolina coach Roy 
Williams, 70, said he respects 

the virus, but he can’t focus on 
it too much.

“The biggest thing is, if you 
spend all your time worried about 
that, you’re not ready to get the 
job done or not spending your 
time preparing your team,” he 
said. “We’ve got to do everything 
we can and be able to handle the 
new information, and be able to 
handle the next new information 
and be able to handle the next 
information.”

Adjustments have become the 
norm. Oklahoma opened the sea-
son at home Dec. 3 against UTSA 
in a game that was supposed to be 
played the previous week. Players 
wore masks in warmups. Seats 
on the bench were separated and 
spread out over rows rather than 
one long row. There were just a 
few socially distanced cheerlead-
ers on hand, next to a small band.

Kruger said it was a diff erent 
experience.

“You’re always trying to do the 

right thing, but it’s not normal to 
be wearing a mask all the time,” 
he said of being on the bench. 
“We don’t wear it during time-
outs, but when play starts, we’re 
wearing it.”

Izzo, 65, tested positive for 
COVID-19 on Nov. 9 and isolated 
at his home for 11 days. He said 
it was hard to be away from the 
team. Izzo was thankful afterward 
he got through it.

“While some people who have 
tested positive have not been af-
fected too much by it, I am here 
to tell you that this virus is no 
joke, and everyone must take this 
seriously,” he said.

Even if all the proper precau-
tions are taken, the risks remain.

“I’m sure a lot of people have 
gotten COVID without under-
standing why or it just happened, 
and we may get it as well,” Kruger 
said. “But we do everything pos-
sible to increase our chances of 
not getting it.”

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Older, at-risk coaches continue to work during pandemic

KrugerBarnes Izzo Stringer

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Michigan-Ohio State tilt 
canceled due to virus

ANN ARBOR, MICH. | Citing 
a rising number of COVID-19 
cases in its program, Michigan 
canceled its annual showdown 
with Ohio State on Tuesday as 
college football lurches toward 

the end of the 
season without 
one of its 
cornerstone 
rivalry games.

The season-
ending grudge match known as 
“The Game” won’t be played for 
the fi rst time in 102 years. 

Michigan athletic director 
Warde Manuel said the spread 
of the coronavirus has not 
slowed since last week’s out-
break began and the team was 
not expected to be cleared to 
practice by the end of the week.

Coach Ryan Day said the Big 
Ten should consider allowing 
Ohio State to play in its confer-
ence championship with only 
fi ve games.

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 

Nationals lay off  18 
employees, cite pandemic 

The Washington Nation-
als have laid off  18 full-time 
employees from their business 
operations staff , citing the coro-
navirus pandemic’s economic 
eff ect on the sport.

The 2019 World Series 
champions said Tuesday they 
also are eliminating most of the 
vacant jobs they planned to fi ll 
in the coming months.

The team will end a partial 
furlough for business-side 
employees who remain with the 
Nationals and restore their full 
salaries next year.

NFL

Bryant scratched from 
Cowboys game with virus

BALTIMORE | Baltimore Ra-
vens receiver Dez Bryant was 
scratched from Tuesday night’s 
game against his former team 
after apparently testing positive 
for COVID-19.

Bryant left the fi eld in the 
middle of warming up with 
the team, and the Ravens 
announced less than an hour 
before their game against Dallas 
that he was scratched with an 
illness.

Bryant wrote on Twitter: 
“Tell me why they pull me from 
warming up so I can go get 
tested... my (expletive) come 
back positive... I tested positive 
for Covid ...”

Later, he posted: “Yea I’m 
going to go ahead and call it a 
quit for the rest of the season... I 
can’t deal with this.”

Eagles going with Hurts
over Wentz at quarterback

PHILADELPHIA | Jalen Hurts 
will start for the Philadelphia 
Eagles on Sunday against the 
New Orleans Saints, sending 
Carson Wentz to the bench.

Eagles coach Doug Pederson 
made the announcement Tues-
day on the team’s website.

Pederson insisted Monday 
the decision was his, even 
though Wentz’s $128 million, 
four-year contract begins in 
2021.
From wire dispatches and staff  reports.

SPORTS 
BRIEFS

night, the team donned all-
white uniforms for the fi rst 
time since 2009. Despite the 
clamor from fans and play-
ers to bring the uniforms 
back sooner, Rivera said he 
wanted to wait until a big 
game to unveil them.

So when Rivera decided 
the Steelers’ game was the 
right time, he let players fi nd 
out by surprise. “You could 
hear the excitement in their 
voice,” he said.

Winning, of course, helps 
make those details matter. If 
Washington had been blown 
out in Pittsburgh, no one 
would have cared about the 
thought that went into the uni-
forms. But the plan is just one 
of the many ways that Rivera 
has tried to have his players 
buy in. He rarely stops.

In the team’s meeting Sun-
day night, Rivera showed his 
players a hype video that 
was narrated by former 
linebacker London Fletcher 
to get the group fi red up. 
Then before the team left 

for the stadium on Monday, 
Rivera had senior director of 
player development Malcolm 
Blacken text the team the 
clip again, hoping they would 
watch on the bus ride over.

Rivera said he wanted the 
team to embrace their sta-
tus as the underdog. He had 
even planned for a victory 
speech beforehand, writing 
on a fl ashcard: “Underdogs 

win.”
The motivational tactics, 

though, help when a team 
has talent. And that’s now 
the case in Washington. The 
team holds a solid young 
nucleus with playmakers 
— Terry McLaurin, Chase 
Young, Antonio Gibson, 
Montez Sweat to name a few 
— on both sides of the ball.

With the wins piling up, 
Rivera said he sees his team’s 
confi dence starting to grow. 
Some players took to social 
media Monday evening after 
the win to gloat. Sweat, for 
instance, tweeted, “Walk in 
yo trap and take over yo trap.”

Rivera cautioned there 
was a fi ne line between cel-
ebrating and bragging. He ac-
knowledged that he planned 
to hold a PowerPoint meeting 
Tuesday with his team to ad-
dress humility.

Even after their biggest 
win of the year, Rivera wasn’t 
done trying to build.

“Just because we won this 
game doesn’t mean we’re 
going to show up somewhere 
else and win automatically,” 
Rivera said. “We’ve got to 
earn it.”

RIVERA
From page B12
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Washington coach Ron 
Rivera says he sees his 
players’ confi dence growing 
as wins, like Monday’s victory 
over Pittsburgh, pile up.

weren’t really thinking about the 
canceled game.”

As Locksley handles a football 
season unlike any other — navi-
gating coronavirus outbreaks as 
well as a Big Ten schedule — he’s 
come face-to-face with the real-
ization that he needs to be fl ex-
ible. In a routine-oriented job, a 
little spontaneity goes a long way.

Even if that challenges some 
of the rules Locksley has come 
to live by.

“Coaches are creatures of 
habit, and I have not been allowed 

to be a creature of habit with 
2020, with this season,” Locksley 
said. “It has really challenged my 
creativity, my ability to adjust, 
and make adjustments on the fl y.”

During that Dec. 2 practice, 
Locksley altered his practice 
entirely.

He played music, which is 
practically a cardinal sin for a 
coach who learned from Ala-
bama’s Nick Saban. He created a 
point system to judge each play, 
upping the competitiveness of 
practice. He off ered the fi rst-team 
players more rest while giving the 
second- and third-string groups 
additional opportunities.

And Locksley narrated the 

whole aff air, watching over the 
plays and off ering his two cents 
as he spoke into the microphone.

“He was saying some voices 
and some things that I never heard, 
and I never thought he’d say before,” 
quarterback Taulia Tagovailoa said. “I 
mean, hopefully we can have another 
practice like that. It was just fun and 
competitive. And Coach Locks, he’s 
a character.”

Locksley said he used to play 
music at practices, but then he ar-
rived at Alabama in 2016, spend-
ing three seasons working with 
Saban’s offense. The Crimson 
Tide made three straight national 
title games, winning two cham-
pionships — “and there was no 

music being played” at practice, 
Locksley pointed out.

The reasoning is simple. Walk 
into any classroom on campus, and 
you’d be hard pressed to hear music 
playing while a professor attempted 
to lecture. When Locksley’s on the 
football fi eld, he wants to make sure 
his players are fully focused on the 
material at hand, too.

“The fi eld for us is our classroom,” 
Locksley said, “and very few times 
do you walk into a lecture hall with 
a professor teaching you about 
macroeconomics do you have Lil 
Baby blasting in the background.”

But Locksley also knows in 
2020, rules are meant to be broken. 
This has been a diffi  cult season 

for Maryland, with a coronavirus 
outbreak infecting 30 members of 
the program within a two-week 
period and canceling two games 
last month.

And Locksley knew his team 
needed a boost once the Michigan 
game was canceled, another hic-
cup in a season full of disruptions. 
So he embraced the creativity this 
year has forced him to develop, 
just for one practice — even if that 
creativity meant playing music in 
his classroom.

“When he played the music, 
it changed everybody’s moods,” 
Nasili-Kite said. “It helped us just 
practice hard and have fun out 
there.”

NCAA
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Of those three, Giolito’s depar-
ture is now particularly tough to 
swallow for Nationals’ fans. The 
26-year-old has become an ace 
for the White Sox and fi nished 
sixth in voting for the American 
League Cy Young.

Eaton, though, was an impor-
tant contributor for the Nationals 
throughout his tenure, especially 

during the team’s championship 
season in 2019. That year, he often 
batted leadoff  and hit .271 with 
15 home runs. He also was very 
productive in the World Series, 
recording eight hits, six RBI, two 
homers and four walks. In Game 
7, he singled with the bases loaded 
to knock in two runs to give the 
Nationals’ breathing room with 
their lead.

In all, Eaton spent four years 
with Washington. His fi rst season 
ended abruptly when he tore his 

ACL just 23 games into the year 
— an injury that may have con-
tributed to his defensive downfall. 
Injuries also plagued his 2020 
campaign. He was sidelined in 
September with a broken fi nger. 
That capped a disappointing sea-
son in which he only hit .221.

Without Eaton, the Nationals 
will have to fi nd a replacement in 
right fi eld. That could come in free 
agency, though this year’s market 
has been slow to develop with most 
teams cutting back on payroll.

Washington could also look to 
Andrew Stevenson, who fi lled in 
for Eaton last year and ended the 
season on a hot streak. Stevenson, 
26, batted .366 in 15 games.

Before joining the Nationals, 
Eaton spent three years with the 
White Sox. He was traded there 
from the Arizona Diamondbacks 
in 2015. Eaton’s fi rst tenure in 
Chicago came with plenty of 
drama. He notably feuded with 
teammate Todd Frazier over a 
dispute when in-fi elder Adam 

LaRoche retired when his son 
was no longer allowed in the 
clubhouse. That feud surfaced 
again in 2019 when Frazier, then 
with the New York Mets, and 
Eaton exchanged words — both 
on the fi eld and through the press 
— during a three-game series.

Eaton will now get an oppor-
tunity to play with Giolito and 
Lopez. The White Sox, however, 
traded Dunning on Monday to 
the Texas Rangers in exchange 
for starter Lance Lynn.

NATIONALS
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Washington 
defensive 
end Chase 
Young had just 
two tackles 
Monday, but 
his quarterback 
hit on the 
Steelers’ Ben 
Roethlisberger 
came on fourth 
down. 
ASSOCIATED PRESS



NFC EAST W L T Pct.

N.Y. Giants 5 7 0 .417

Washington 5 7 0 .417

Philadelphia 3 8 1 .292

Dallas 3 8 0 .273
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When the Washington Nation-
als declined an option for Adam 
Eaton’s contract in late October, 
the move was a sign the right 
fi elder would not be with the 
team next season. And on Tues-
day, that fi nally became offi  cial.

Eaton signed a one-year, $7 mil-
lion deal with the Chicago White 
Sox — rejoining the club that 
traded him to the Nationals in 2016. 
According to multiple reports, the 
White Sox also have a team option 
for Eaton for the following season 

that’s worth $8.5 million.
Eaton, 32, joins a young White 

Sox team that made the playoff s last 
season. After years of rebuilding, 
the White Sox expect to be a con-
tender in 2021 and Eaton will get an 
opportunity to start in right fi eld.

Four years ago, the Nation-
als paid a heavy cost to acquire 
Eaton. Washington sent top 
pitching prospects Lucas Gio-
lito, Reynaldo Lopez and Dane 
Dunning to Chicago, players that 
accounted for three of the orga-
nization’s top six minor leaguers.

NATIONALS

Eaton leaves Nationals 
to rejoin the White Sox 
Washington must fi ll void in right fi eld

ADAM EATON’S NUMBERS

Seasons             9

Games           831

At bats        3,185

Runs              528

Hits                 899

Home runs     60

RBI                  289

Total bases   1,324

Average        .282

Slugging %  .416

On-base %    .360

Strikeouts     608

BY ANDY KOSTKA

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Mike Locksley could feel 
his players defl ate after he in-
formed them Maryland football’s 
matchup against Michigan had 
been canceled. For the third time 
in four weeks, the Terrapins were 
without a game, this time due to a 
coronavirus outbreak inside their 
competitors’ program.

In those 15 minutes 
before practice, the 
coach knew he needed 
to switch things up. 
Locksley couldn’t run 

a practice like normal; so much 
in 2020 isn’t normal, after all, and 
the cancellation hung like a cloud 
over his team.

So Locksley picked up a mi-
crophone. He queued up a selec-
tion of banging tunes. And he 
ran one of the most unorthodox 
practices of his career — yet 
it was the practice his players 
so desperately needed at that 

moment.
“He just made it fun,” 

defensive lineman Mosiah 
Nasili-Kite said, “so we 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Locksley uses creativity 
to adjust to odd season 
Unorthodox practice lightens mood
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TERRAPINS RESULTS

Date Opponent Result

10/24 @ Northwestern L, 43-3

10/30 Minnesota W, 45-44

11/7 @ Penn State W, 35-19

11/14 No. 3 Ohio State Canceled

11/21 Michigan State Canceled

11/28 at No. 12 Indiana L, 27-11

12/5 at Michigan Canceled

12/12 Rutgers Noon

BY MATTHEW PARAS

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

On his way to the team bus, 
still basking in the glow of Wash-
ington’s 23-17 upset over the pre-
viously undefeated Pittsburgh 
Steelers, coach Ron Rivera called 
owner Dan Snyder. As Snyder 
started to congratulate Rivera for 
the victory, Rivera interrupted his 
boss to remind of the date.

Exactly one year ago, he said, 
the two talked for the fi rst time 
to discuss the Washington job. 
Rivera had been fi red fi ve days 

earlier from Carolina Panthers 
and Snyder, having made a coach-
ing change months earlier, set up 
a phone meeting.

On that day, Rivera and Sny-
der chatted for more than an 
hour — with 45 minutes of the 
conversation centered around 
how to build a culture within a 
football team, Rivera said.

“The serendipity of it all was 
an amazing thing,” Rivera said 
Tuesday.

A year later, the culture that 
Rivera and Snyder fi rst talked 
about — and the culture that 

Rivera has tried to implement 
for months — is starting to take 
hold. Tied for fi rst place in the 
NFC East, 5-7 Washington has 
now won three straight. Of its 
last seven games, the team’s three 
losses in that span have been by 
a combined seven points. Rivera 
attributes the progress, in part, 
to players better understanding 
his methods.

The on-the-field product 
has been unquestionably better. 
Washington holds a top 10 de-
fense in nearly every statistical 
category: points (eighth), total 

yards (fourth), passing (third), 
rushing (10), third-down (ninth), 
red zone (fi rst) and sacks (sec-
ond). Alex Smith, 3-1 as a starter, 
has stabilized the quarterback 
position and helped the produc-
tion of Washington’s playmakers.

But ask those around Wash-
ington, and they’ll insist a break-
out like this was coming. Wideout 
Cam Sims said the team sensed 
early they would have a chance to 
do some “big things.” Linebacker 
Jon Bostic said players started to 
see a diff erence in practice earlier 
in the season. 

“Every minute, every second 
we have in practice is not wasted,” 
right tackle Morgan Moses said. 
“It’s good to see the guys taking 
ownership of it and just going out 
there and playing football. When 
you can do those things, you can 
play football care-free. ... It makes 
the game a lot easier for you.”

Rivera is meticulous in the 
way he goes about trying to build 
a team. No detail is too small, 
even weighing in on Washington’s 
uniform options. On Monday 

Rivera’s culture change bearing fruits for Washington

Ron Rivera
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37th Maryland’s passing rank in 
the country. Th e Terrapins average 
265.0 passing yards per game. 
Sophomore quarterback Taulia 
Tagovailoa has passed for 1,011 
yards with seven touchdowns.

93rd Maryland’s rushing rank 
among the 127 Division I schools 
this season. Th e team averages 
131.8 rushing yards per game. 
Senior running back Jake Funk 
leads the team with 331 yards.

BY ANDY KOSTKA
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As the Pittsburgh Steelers lined 
up to go for it on fourth-and-goal 
from the 1-yard line, Chase Young 
analyzed the setup. The Washing-
ton Football Team edge rusher saw 
tight end Eric Ebron motion across 
to his side, and he knew Ebron 
would have to choose between 
blocking Young or safety Deshazor 
Everett beside him.

“He ain’t block me,” Young said.
Young didn’t give Ebron any 

time to decide. When Ben Roeth-
lisberger snapped the ball, Young 
jumped the gap, and a moment’s 
hesitation from Ebron allowed 
the rookie to slip into the back-
fi eld. Young dove for Benny Snell, 
hooked a strong left arm around 
him and hauled the running back 
to the turf short of the end zone.

The play was just another ex-
ample of Washington’s defense 
— ripe with young stars such as 
Young — shining bright.

Throughout the season, but 
especially so over the course of 
the last seven games, Washing-
ton’s defensive prowess has been 
on full display. And while they 
didn’t sack Roethlisberger, the 
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Rising to the challenge
Washington’s defense continues dominant run of disrupting opposing QBs
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Washington defensive end Chase Young tackles Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger in Monday’s win. Washington didn’t record a sack but disrupted the quarterback’s game plan.

WASHINGTON AT 49ERS
Sunday: 4:25 p.m.; TV: Fox
washingtontimes.com/sports
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Michigan cancels rivalry 
game with Ohio State due 
to COVID-19 outbreak. B11


